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PREFACE 


In the foU owing pages an attempt has been made— it 
IS believed for the first time — to give an accoimt of the 
cruise of a South Sea whaler from the seaman’s stand- 
point Two very useful books* have been pubbshed — 
both of them over half a century ago — on the same 
subject j but, being UTitten by the surgeons of whale- 
ships for scientific purposes, neither of them was 
mterestmg to the general reader They have both 
been long out of punt, but their value to the student 
of natural history has been, and still is, very great, 
Dr Beale’s book, in particular, being still the authority 
on the g jierm whale 

This book does not pretend to compete with either 
of the above valuable works Its aims is to present to 
the general reader a simple account of the methods 
employed, and the dangers met mth, in a calling about 
which the great mass of the public knows abs^olutely 
nothing jPonding the advent of some great writer 
who shall see the wonderful possibilities for htera- 
ture contained m the world-wide wandermgs of the 
South Sea whale-fishers, the author has endeavoured to 

* “Narrative of a "Wbahtig Voyage round tbo Globe,” by 
F Dobell Bennett, F E 0 S (2 voIb ) Bentley, London (1840) 

“ Tbo Sperm Wbalo Fisbory,” by Tbomas Beale, M.B 0 S London 
(1835). 
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suTQicanze ins c^ponenccs so tlint t-lioy infiy be read 
^ntkot^t wcanne^s, and, it is hoped, with profit 

Tlie inamfold shortcomings of the vrork -vrill not, it 
j$ misled, be laid to the account of the subject, than 
•winch none more interesting could well be imagined, 
out to the hmitations of the imter, whose long expe- 
rience of sea hfe has done little to foster the literary 
facult-\ 

One claim may be made miih perfect confidence — 
that if the manner be not all that could be wished, 
the matter is entirely mistworthy, bomg ci^piled from 
actual obsenation and experience, and in no case at 
sectind-bancL An cndeaiour has also been made to 
LTclude snch matter as is easily obtamable elsewhere 
— matters of common knowledge and "padding” of 
any sort — Iho object not being simply the making of 
a iiook, but the record of little-kno'wn facts 

Great care has boon taken to use no names either 
of ships or j^r^ons, nluch could, by being identified, 
pne annoyance or pain to any one, as in many cases 
''(’•niig language Im been necessary for the expression 
of opinions 

I’niallj , the lutiior liojics that, although in no sense 
oxclurntlj a book for lioys, ilic coming generation 
may find tins volume readable and mterestmg, and 
V nh tint de ire be ofhrs it confident^ , though in all 
httir lilts, to th ii gruil impartial jurj', the public. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Without attempting -the. ambitious task of presentmg 
a comprehensive_sketpb of the origm, rise, and fall of 
whale-fishmg as a whole, it seems necessary to give a 
brief outline of that portion of the subject beanug 
upon the theme of the present book before plungin g 
,1^ the first chaptei 

This preliminary is the more needed for the reason 
alluded to in the Preface — the want of knowledge of 
the subject that is apparent everywhere The Green- 
land whale fishery has been so popularized that most 
people know something about it, the sperm whale 
fishery still awaits its Scoresby and a like tram of 
imitators and borrowers 

Cachalots, or sperm whales, must have been captured 
on the coasts of Europe m a desultor y way from a very 
early date, by the mcidental allusions to the prune 
products spermaceti and ambergris which are found in 
so many ancient writers Shakespeare’s reference 
“ The sovereign’st t hin g on earth was parmaceti for an 
inward bruise” — will be familiar to most people, ^ 
well as Milton’s mention of the dehcacies at Satan s 
feast— “ Gnsamber steamed ’’—not to cany quotation 
any further 

But in the year 1690 the brave and hardy fishermen 
of the north-east coasts of North America established 
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tliat systematic pmsuit of tlie caclialot whicli bas 
thriven so -syonderfuUy ever since, although it must be 
confessed that the last few years have witnessed a 
serious decline in this great branch of trade 

Ihr many years the American colonists completely 
engrossed this hmnch of the whale fishery, contentedly 
leavmg to Gi-eat Biitam and the continental nations 
the monopoly of the noithem or Arctic fisheries, wlule 
they cruised the stormy, if milder, seas aroimd their 
oivn shores 

Foi the resultant products, them best customer was 
the mother country, and a lucrative commerce steadily 
grew up between the two countries But when the 
march of events brought the unfortunate and wholly 
unnecessary War of Independence, this flounshing 
tiade was the fimt to suffer, and many of the damig 
fishermen became our fiercest foes on hoard their own 
men-of-wai 

The total stoppage of the importation of sperm 
oil and spermaceti was naturally sevei-elj felt m 
England, foi tune had not pei nutted the invention of 
substitutes In conseq^uence of this, ten slups were 
equipped and sent out to the sperm whale fisheiy from 
England m 1775, most of them owned by one London 
firm, the Messrs Enderby The next j ear, in ordei to 
encourage the infant enterpnse, a Government bounty, 
graduated from £500 to £1000 per ship, was granted 
Under this fostermg core the number of ships engaged 
m the sperm whale fishery progressively increased until 
1791, when it attained its maximum 

This method of whahng bemg qmte new to our 
whalemen, it was necessary, at great cost, to lure 
-^encan officers and harpooners to mstruct them in 
the ways of deahng with these highly active and 
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daiioerou*? cotacen Natumlly, it was by-aud-by found 
iwssiblo to dispense with the semces of these 
rincs ; but it must be confessed that the busmess nevei 
eceins to hn\o found such favour, or to have been 
prosecuted wlh such 6innrlne<5s, among oui whalemen 
ns It has by the Amcncans 

Something of an exotic the trade always was among 
ns, although it did attain considerable pioportions at 
one time At fust the fishincr was confined to the 
Atlantic Ocean; nor for many yeais was it necessary 
to go faither afield, as abundance of whales could easily 
be found 

As, howe\ cr, the number of ships engaged increased, 
•It was ine\’itablc that the known eronnds should become 
exiiansted, and in 1788 Messis Enderby's ship, tiie 
Bimba, first ventured lound Cape Hoin, as the pioufeei 
of a greater trade than e\er The way once pomted 
out, other ships Mere not slow to folloM% until, in 1819, 
the Bntish m hale-ship Syren opened up the till then 
unexplored tract of ocean in the vestem part of the 
North Pacific, aftei-vaids familiarly known as the 
“ Coast of Japan ” Fiom these teemmg waters alone, 
for many years an avemge annual catch of 40,000 
barrels of oil was takeu, which, at the average price of 
£S per barrel, will give some idea of the value of the 
trade genoitilly 

The Austinhan colomsts, early m then caieer, found 
the sperm whale fishery easy of access fiom all their 
coasts, and especially lucrative At one time they bade 
fair to establish a whole fishery that should nval the 
splendid trade of the Americans , but, like the mother 
country, they permitted the fishery to decline, so that 
even bounties could not keep it alive 

Meanwhile, the Americans added to their fleet 
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contmually, ;gwspemg amazingly But suddenly the 
advent of the civil war let loose among those peaceable 
cruisers the devastating Alabama, whose course was 
marked in some parts of the world by the fires of 
blazmg whale-ships A great part of the Geneva award 
was on this accoimt, although it must be acknowledged 
that many pseudo-owners were emiched who never 
owned aught but brazen impudence and .influential 
friends to push them fictitious claims The real 
sufferers, seamen especi^y, in most cases never 
received any redress whatever 

From this crushmg blow the American sperm whale 
fishery has never fully recovered When the writer 
was in the trade, some twenty-two years ago, it was 
.credited with a fleet of between three and four hundred 
sad., now it may be doubted whether the numbers 
reach an eighth of that amount A rigid conservatism 
of method hinders any revival of the industry, which is 
practically conducted to-day as it was fifty, or even 
a himdred years ago , and it is probable that another 
decade will witness the final extinction of what was 
once one of the most important maritime industries in 
the world 
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CHAPTER I 

OUTWARD BOUHD 

At the age of eighteen, after a sea-experience of six 
years from the time when I ^ged. about London 
streets, a ragged Arab, mth wits, shai^ened by the 
constant fight for food, I found myseK roaming the 
streets of New Bedford, Massachusetts How I came 
to be there, of all places in the world, does not concern 
this story at aU, so I am not gomg to trouble my 

readers with it, enough to say that I 
mighty anxious to get away Sailor Jack m always 
hankermg'for shore when he is at sea, but when he s 
‘outward bound"— that is, when his money is aU 
gone — he is like a cat m the ram there 

So as my money was aU gone, I was hun^ for a 
ship , and when a long, keen-lookmg man "vn a goa 
like beaid, and mouth stamed with dry tobacco-jmce, 
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hailed me one afternoon at the street-comer, I answered 
very promptly, scenting a berth ** Xookin for a ship, 
stranger?” said "'he “Yes, do you want a hand?” 
said I, anxiously He made a funny little sound 
something like a pony’s whinny, then answered, “ Wall, 
I should surmise tiiat I want between fifty and sixty 
hands, ef yew km lay me onto ’em , but, kern along, 
every dreep’s a drop, an’ yew seem hkely enough” 
With that he turned and led the way until w o reached 
a buildmg, around which were gathered one of the 
most nondescript crowds I had ever seen There cer- 
tamly did not appear to be a sailor among them Hot 
so much by then ng, though that is not a great deal 
to go by, but by theu actions and speech One thing 
they all had in common, tobacco chewmg, but as 
nearly every male I met with in Amenca did that, it 
was not much to be noticed I had hardly done reckon- 
ing them up when two or three bustling men came out 
and shepherded us all energetically mto a long, low 
room, where some form of agreement was read out to 
us Sailors are naturally and usually careless about 
the nature of the “articles” they sign, their chief 
anxiety bemg to get to sea, and imder somebody’s 
charge But had I been ever so anxious to know what 
I was going to sign this time, I could not, for the 
language might as well have been Chmese for all I 
understood of it However, I signed and passed on, 
engaged to go I knew not where, m some ship I did not 
know even the name of, m which I was to receive I 
did not know how much, or how little, for my labour 
nor how long I was going to be away " What a young 
fool ! ’’ I hear somebody say I quite agree, but there 
were a good many more in that ship, as in most ships 
that; T have ever sailed m 
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From the time ive signed the articles, we were never 
left to oiu'selves Trucnlent-lookmg men accompanied 
us to our several hoardmg-houses, paid oui debts for 
us, finally bringing us by boat to a ship lying out in 
the bay. As we passed under her stem, I i-ead the 
name CadwJoi, of hTcw Bedford , but as soon as we 
ranged alongside, I realized that I was booked for the 
sailor’s horror — A „cruise in a whaler Badly as I 
wanted to get to sea, I had not bargamed for this, and 
would have run some risks to get ashore again, but 
they took no chances, so we were all soon aboard 
Before going forward, I_took a comprehensive glance 
around, and saw that I was on board of a vessel belong- " 
mg to a type wluch has almost disappeared off the face 
of the waters A more perfect contrast to the tnm- 
built English clipper-ships that I had been accustomed 
to I could hardly imagme She was one of a class 
characterized by sailors as “ built by the mile, and cut 
off in lengths as you want ’em,” bow and stem almost 
alike, masts standmg straight as broomsticks, and bow- 
sprit soaring upwards at an angle of about forty-five 
degrees She was as old-fashioned m her ng as in her 
hull , but I must not go mto the technical differences 
between ngs, for feai of makmg myself tedious Bight 
m the centre of the deck, occupying a space of about 
ten feet by eight, was a square erection of brickwork, 
upon which my wondermg gaze rested longest, for I 
had not the slightest idea what it could be But I was , 
mdely roused from my meditations by the harsh voice 
of one of the officers, who shouted, “hTaow then, git 
‘below an’ stow yer dunnage, ’n look hvely up agm ’ I 
took the broad hint, and shouldering my traps, hurned 
forward to the fo’lk’sle, which was below deck 
Tumbling _down. ton ^ep l^d^, I entered the gloomy 
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dea ■H-hicli Tvas to be for so long my borne, finding it 
fairly packed inth my shipmates A motley crovrd 
they -were I had been nsed in English ships to con- 
siderable ranety of nationality, bat here irere gathered, 
not only the representatives of five or six nations bat 
’long-shoremen of aU kinds, half of ivhom had hardly 
ever set eyes on a ship before’ Tbe vbole space ivas 
•ondivided fay partition, bat I saiv at once that black 
men and n-hite had separated themselves, the blacks 
taking the port side and the irhites the starboard. 
Emdmg a vacant bnnk by the dun gbmmer of the 
ancaent teapot lamp that hung amidships, giving out as 
much smoke as light, I hnmedly shifted my coat for a 
"jornper” or blouse, pnt on an old cap, and climbed 
into the fresh air again. For a double reason, even my 
seasoned head ivas feeling bad mth the . viUai nons, reek, 
of the place, and I did not ivant any of those hard- 
featnred officers on deck to have any cause to complain 
of my “ hanging hack ” On board ship, especially 
American ships, the first requisite for a sailor irho 
vrants to be treated properly is to " sbovr vnlbug/’ any 
suspicion of slackness bemg noted immediately, and 
the backward one marked accordingly I had hardly 
leached the deck when I was con&xmted by a negro, 
the biggest I ever saw in my life He looked me up 
and down for a moment, then opening his ebony 
features in a wide smile, he said. “ Great snakes > why, 
here’s a sailor man for sura ' Guess thet’s so, ain’t it, 
Johnny I said “yes" very curtly, for I hardli 
liked his patroniring air, but he snap]^ me up short 
witli " yes, sir, when yew speak to me, yew blank lune- 
jnicer Tse de fonrf mate ob dis yar ship, en my 
name’s Slistah Jones, ’n yew jest freeze on to dat ar, ef 
ew want ter hb long ’n die happy See, sonny” I 
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saio, and answered promptly, I beg your pardon, sir, 
I didn’t know ” “ Ob cawse yew didn’t know, dat’s all 

right, little Britisher , naow jest skip aloft ’n loose dat 
foi-e-taupsle ” “Aye, aye, sir,” I answered cheerily, 
springing at once into the fore-ngging and up the 
ratlines like a monkey, but not too fast to hear bim 
chuckle, “ Dat’s a smart kiddy, I bet ” I had the big 
sail loose m double quick tome, and sung out “All 
gone, the fore-taupsle,” before any of the other sails 
were adnft “ Loose the to-gantsle and staysles ” came 
up from below m a voice like thunder, and I bounded 
up higher to my task On deck I could see a crowd 
at the windlass heaving up anchor I said to myself, 
“They don’t waste any tune gettmg this packet 
away ” Evidently they were not anxious to test any 
of the crew’s swimming powers They were wise, for 
had she remained at anchor that night I venly be- 
lieve some of the poor wretches would have toed to 
escape 

The anchor came aweigh, the sails were sheeted 
home, and I returned on deck to find the ship gather- 
mg way for the heads, fairly started on her long 
voyage 

What a bear-garden the deck was, to be sure 1 The 
black portion of the crew — Portuguese natives from the 
Western and Canary Islands — were domg their work 
all right in a clumsy fashion, but the farmers, and 
bakers, and draymen were bemg driven about merci- 
lessly amid a perfect^mcane of profamty and blows 
And nght here I must say that, accustomed as I had 
always been to bad language all my life, what I now 
heard was a revelation to me I would not, if I could, 
attempt to give a sample of it, but it must be under- 
stood that it was incessant throughout the voyage No 
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order could be given without it, under the impression, 
apparently, that the more curses the more speed 

Before nightfall we were fairly out to sea, and the 
ceremony of di\Tiding the crew into watches was gone 
through I found myself in the chief mate’s oi " port ” 
watch (they called it “laiboard,” a term I had never 
heard used before, it having long been obsolete in 
merchant ships), though the huge negro fourth mate 
seemed none too well pleased that I was not under his 
command, his liemg the starboard watch under the 
second mate 

As mght fell, the condition of the “greemes,” or 
non-sador portion of the crew, was pitiable Helpless 
from sea-sickness, not knowing where to go or what to 
do, bulbed relentlessly by the ruthlesa pett}’’ officers — 
well, I never felt so sorry for a lot of men in my life 
Glad enough I was to get below into the fo’lk’sle for 
suppei, and a brief rest and respite from that cruelty on 
deck. A bit of salt junk and a piece of bread, ? c 
bisomt, flint)' as a pantile, with a pot of something 
sweetened with "longhck” (molasses), made anapolog) 
for a meal, and I turned m In a very few mmutes 
oblivion came, making me as happy as any man can be 
in this world 



CHAPTER ir 

PREPAEDTG FOE ACHOX 

The ludeous noise always considered necessary in those 
ships when calling the watch, ronsed me fjffectively at 
midnight, " eight hells ” I humed on deck folly aware 
that no leisurely ten nunutes would he allowed here 
“Lay aft the watch,” saluted me as I eoaerged mto 
the “keen, strong an, ^[^kening my^pace accorcimgiy to 
where the mate stood waiting to muster his men As 
soon as he saw me, he said, “ Can you steer ? ” in a 
mocking tone , hnt when I quietly answered, “ Yes, sir,” 
his look of astonishment was dehghtful to see He 
choked it down, however, and merely tellm^ oie to take 
the wheel, turned forrard roarmg frantiooUy for his 
watch I had no time to chuckle over what^ I knew was 
in store for him, getting those poor greenfos collected 
from their several holes and comers, for oii takmg the 
wheel I found a machine under my hands such as I 
never even heard of before 

The wheel was fixed upon the tiller m such a 
manner that the whole concern travelled backwards 
and forwards across the deck m the maddest kmd of 
way Eor the first quarter of an hour, m ^ite of the 
September chill, the sweat _poured off me m streams 
And the course — well, it was not steering, it was 
sculling , the old bumboat was wobbling ah around 
like a drunken tailor with two left legs I fairly shook 

7 
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•witli apprehension lest the mate should come and look 
m the compass I had been accustomed to hard words 
if I did not steer within half a point each way , but 
here was a “gadget” that worked me to death, the 
result being a wake like a letter S Gradually I got 
the hang of the thing, becoming easier in my mind on 
my own account Even that was not an unmixed 
blessmg, for I had now some leisure to listen to the 
gomgs-on around the deck 

Such brutahty I never witnessed before On board 
of English ships (evcept men-of-war) there is practi- 
cally no discipline, which is bad, but this sort of thing 
was maddening I knew how desperately ill all those 
poor wretches were, how helpless and awkward they 
would be if q_mte hale and hearty , but thei'e was abso- 
lutely no pity for them, the officers seemed to be in- 
capable of any feehngs of compassion whatever My 
heart sank witbin me as I thought of whnt lay before 
me, although I did not fear that their treatment would 
also be mme, smce I was at least able to do my duty, 
and willing to work hard to keep out of tiouble Tlien 
I began to wonder what sort of voyage I was m for, 
how long it would last, and what my earmngs were 
likely to be, none of which things I had the faintest 
idea of 

Fortunately, I was alone in the world No one, as 
far as I knew, cared a straw what became of me , so 
that I was spared any worry on that head And I had 
also a very defimte and well-established trust m God, 
which I can now look back and see was as fully justified 
as I then beheved it to be So, as I could not shut my 
^rs to the cruelties hcmg earned on, nor bamsh thought 
bv hard work, I looked up to the stately stars, think- 
of things not to be talked about without being 
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sus:})Cc(e(l of cant So swiftly pa=3sed tbc time that 
vhen fom bells struck (two o’clock) I could baldly 
IkIiciciuj cars 

J was relieved by oue of the Poitugiiese, and ivent 
forv.aid to w’ltuess a cunoiis scene Seven stalwart 
men wore being compelled to niaicli up and dowm on 
tbnl tumbling deck, men who had ncier before trodden 
nnytbing less solid than the earth 

Iho third mate, a waspish, spiteful little Yankee 
with a face like an angry cat, strolled about among 
them, a stiniid of rope-yarns in his hand, which he 
wielded constantly, regardless where ho struck a man 
Tlioy fell about, sometimes four oi fiA e at once, and his 
blows hew thick and fast, }Ct he nevei seemed to weary 
of Im ill-doing It made me quite sick, and I longed 
to be aft at the wheel again Catching sight of me 
standing inesolutc as to what I had better do, he 
ordered me on the “ look-out,” a tiny platform between 
the "knight heads,” just where the bowsprit joins the 
sliip Gladly I obejed bun, and perched up there 
looking over the wide sea, the time passed quickly 
away until eight bells (four o’clock) teiminated my 
watch I must pass mindly over the condition of 
things m the fo’lk’sle, wheie all the greenies that were 
allowed below, were groaning in misery from the 
stifling atmosphere which made their sickness so much 
worse, while even that dreadful place was preferable to 
what awaited them on deck. There was a rambow- 
coloured halo round the flame of the lamp, showing 
how very bad the air was , but in spite of that I turned 
in and slept soundly till seven bells (7 20 a m ) roused 
us to breakfast 

American ships generally have an excellent name 
for the way they feed their crews, but the whalem are a 
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notable exception to that good rule The food was 
really worse than that on board any Enghsh ship I 
have ever sailed in, so scanty also in q^uantity that it 
kept all the foremost hands at starvation point But 
grumbling was dangerous, so I gulped doivn the duty 
mixture mis-named coffee, ate a few fragments of 
biscuit, and filled up (?) ivith a smoke, as many better 
men are domg this morning As the bell struck I 
hurried on deck — ^not one moment too soon — foi as I 
stepped out of the scuttle I saw the third mate coming 
forward with a ghtter in his eye that boded no good to 
laggards 

Before gomg any faither I must apologmc for using 
so many capital I’s, but up tiU the present I had been 
the only available white member of the crew forrard 

The decks were scrubbed spotlessly clean, and every- 
thing was neat and tidy as on board a man-of-war, con- 
trary to all usual notions of the condition of a whaler 
The mate was in a state of high activity, so I soon found 
myself very busily engaged m getting up whale-lines, 
harpoons, and all the varied equipment for the pursmt 
of whales The number of officers earned would have 
been a good crew for the ship, the complete afterguard 
compnamg captain, fom mates, four harpooners or boat- 
steerers, carpenter, cooper, steward and cook All these 
worthies were on deck and working with might and 
mam at the preparations, so that the incompetence of 
the crowd forrard was httle hindrance I was pounced 
upon by “ilistah” Jones, the fonrth mate, whom I heard 
addressed famiharly as “ Goliath ” and " Anak ” by his 
brother officers, and ordered to assist him in nggmi the 
“ crow’s-nest ” at the mam royal-mast head It was a 
simple affair There were a pair of cross-trees fitted to 
mast, upon which was secured a tmy platform about 
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a foot wide on eacli side of the mast, while above this 
foothold a couple of padded hoops like a pair of giant 
spectacles were secured at a little higher than a man’s 
waist Wlien all was fast one could creep up on the 
platform, through the hoop, and, resting his arms upon 
the latter, stand comfortably and gaze around, no matter 
liow vigorously the old barky plunged and kicked 
beneath him From that loft}’^ ejwie I had a compre- 
hensive view of the vessel She was about 350 tons and 
full ship-ngged, that is to say, she carried square sails 
on all three masts Her deck was flush fore and aft, 
the only obstructions being the bnck-built “try- works” 
m the waist, the galley, and cabm skylight nght aft by 
the tafiiail Her bulwarks were set thickly round with 
clumsy looking wooden cranes, from which depended 
five boats Tivo more boats were secured bottom up 
upon a gallows aft, so she seemed to be well supplied 
in that direction. Jlistah Jones, findmg I did not 
presume upon his condescension, gradually unbent and 
furnished me with many interesting facts about the 
officers Captain Slocum he said, was "de debbil 
hisself, so jess yev keep yei lamps trim' fer him, sonny, 
tamt helthy ter nle him ” The first officer, oi the mate 
as he is always called j}ai excellence, was an older man 
than the captam, but a good seaman, a good whaleman, 
a'lid a gentleman Which combmation I found to be a 
fact, although hard to believe possible at the time The 
second mate was a Portuguese about forty years of age, 
with a face like one of Tandy ke’s cavahers, but as I 
now learned, a perfect fiend when angered He also was 
a first-class whaleman, but an mdifierent seaman The 
third mate was nothmg much but bad tempei — ^not 
much sailor, nor much whaler, generally m hot water 
with the skippei, who hated him because he was an 
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“ owner’s man ” " An de fourf mate,” wonnd up the 

narrator, straightening his hnge bulk, " am de bes’ man 
m de ship, and de bigges’ Dey amt no whalemen m 
hToo Bedford caynt teach me nuffin, en ef it comes tei 
man-handhn’ , w’y I jes’ pick ’em two’t a tune ’n crack 
’em togerrer hke so, see ! ” and he smote the palms of^ 
his great paws against each other, while I nodded 
complete assent 

The weather bemg fine, with a steady hTE wmd 
blowmg, so that the sails required no attention, work 
proceeded steadily all the mommg The oais were 
sorted, exanuned for flaws, and placed m the boats , 
the whale-hne, mamlla rope like yellow silk, 1^- mch 
round, was brought on deck, sti etched and coded down 
inth the greatest care into tubs, holdmg, some 200 
fathoms, and others 100 fathoms each Eew harpoons 
were fitted to poles of rough but hea^■y wood, without 
any attempt at neatness, but every attention to 
strength The shape of these weapons was not, as is 
generally thought, that of an aiTOW, but rather hke an 
arrow with one huge barb, the upper part of which 
cur%ed out from the shaft The whole of the barb 


turned on a stout pivot of steel, but was kept in hne 
with the shaft by a tmy wooden peg which passed 
through barb and shaft, bemg then cut off smoothly on 
both sides The pomt of the harpoon had at one side a 
wedge-shaped edge, ground to razor keenness, the other 
side was flat The shaft, about thirty inches long, was 
of the best malleable iron, so soft that it woidd tie into 
a knot and straighten out agam ^vlthout fiucture Three 
harpoons or “irons” ns they were always called, were 
plated m each boat, fitted one above the other in the 
etirboard bow, the first for use bemg always one unused 
i-Xore Opposite to them m the boat were fitted three 



PREPARING FOR ACTION 


n 


Inncos for the ptuposc of I'llling whales, the harpoons 
being only the means hv Mhich the boat was attached 
to a fish, and quite useless to inllict a fatal uound 
Tlicse lances wore slender spears of , malleable iron 
rriiout four feet long, with oval or heait-shaped pomts of 
fine steel about tw o inches broad, their edges kept keen 
as a surgeon’s lancet ]5y menus of a socket at the 
other end they were attached to neat handles, oi “lance- 
poles,” about as long again, tlic whole weapon bemg 
tints aliout eight feet in length, and famished with a 
light line, or “lance-warp,” for the purpose of drawmg 
It back again w lieu it had been darted at a w'hale 

Lach boat was fitted with a centre-board, or sliding 
keel, which was drawn up, when not in use, into a case 
standing in the boat’s middle, veiy much in the way 
But the Amoiicau whalemen regard these clumsy cou- 
tnvanccs a^ iudisi>ensable, so there’s an end on’t The 
other furniture of a boat compnecd five oars of varymg 
lengths fiom sixteen to nine feet, one great steermg oar 
of nineteen feet, a mast and two sails of great aiea for 
so small a craft, spnt'^ail shape, two tubs of whale-lmc 
containing together 1800 feet, a keg of drinking w\atei, 
and another long narrow one with a few biscuits, a 
lantern, candles and matches theiein , a bucket and 
“ piggin ” foi baling, a small sjiade, a flag or “ wlieffc,” 
a shoulder bomb-gun and ammumtiou, two knives and 
tw 0 small axes A mddei hung outside by the stern 

With all this gear, although snugly stowed, a boat 
looked so loaded that I could not help wondermg how 
SIX men w'ould be able to work m her, but like most 
“ dcep-w'ater ” sadors, I knew veiy bttle about boating 
I was going to learn 

All this work and bustle of preparation was so 
rapidly earned on, and so mterestmg, that before 

B 
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supper-time everj^thing was m readiness to commence 
operations, the tune having gone so swiftly that I could 
hardly beheve the bell when it sounded four times, sis 
o’clock. 



CHiy?TEE. Ill 


FISHIKG BEQmS 

During all tlio bustle of warlLke pieparation that had 
been going on, the greenhorns had not suffered fitom 
inattention on the part of those appointed to look after 
tlfem Happily for them, the wind blow steadily, and 
the weather, thanks to the balmy influence of the Gulf 
Stream, was qiute imld and genial The ship was 
undoubtedly lively, as aU good sea-boats are, but her 
motions were by no means so detestable to a sea-sick 
man as tho=e of a driving steamer So, in spite of 
their treatment, peihaps because of it, some of the 
poor fcllous weie begmmng to take hold of things 
"man-fashion,” although of course sea legs they had 
none, tlioir gettmg about bemg indeed a pilgrimage of 
pain Some of them were beginning to try the dreadful 
" giTib ” (I cannot hbel “ food ” by usmg it in such a 
connection), thereby showing that their interest in life, 
even such a life as was now before them, was returning 
They had all been allotted places m the various boats, 
intermixed with the seasoned Portuguese m such a way 
that the officer and harpooner m charge would not be 
dependant upon them entirely m case of a sudden 
emergency Eveiy endeavour was undoubtedly made 
to instmct them in their duties, albeit the teachers were 
aU too apt to beat then information m with anything 

IS 
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that came to hand, and persuasion found no place in 
them methods 

The reports I had always heard of the lazmess pre- 
vailing on hoard whale ships were now abundantly 
falsified Erom dawn to dark work went on without 
cessation Everythmg was rubhed and scrubbed and 
scoured until no speck oi soil could be found , indeed, 
no gentleman’s yacht or man-of-wai is kept more spot- 
lessly clean than was the Cachalot 

A regular and severe routine of labour was kept up , 
and, what was most galhng to me, mstead of a regular 
four hours’ watch on and off, night and day, all hands 
were kept on deck the whole day long, domg qiute 
unnecessaiy tasks, apparently with the object of pre- 
ventmg too much leisure and conseq^uent brooding over 
their unhappy lot One result of this continual drive 
and tear was that all these landsmen became rapidly 
imbued with the virtues of cleanliness, which was 
extended to the den m which we lived, or I venly 
beheve sickness would have soon thinned us out 

On the fourth day after leaving port we were all 
busy as usual except the fom men m the "crow’s-nests,” 
when a sudden cry of " Porps ] porps ! ” brought eveiy- 
thmg to a standstill A large school of porpoises had 
just jomed us, in then usual clownish fashion, rollmg 
and tumbling around the bows as the old barky wallowed 
along, surrounded by a wide eUipse of snowy foam 
All work was instantly suspended, and active prepara- 
tions made for secunng a few of these ffohcsome 
fellows A "block,” or pulley, was hung out at the 
bowsprit end, a whale-line passed through it and “ bent” 
(fastened) on to a harpoon Another line with a rannmg 
“bowbne,” or shp-noose, was also passed out to the 
bowspnt end,bemg held there by one man m readmess. 
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Then one of the harpooners ran out along the hack- 
ropes, which keep the jib-boom down, taking his stand 
beneath the bowsprit with the harpoon ready Presently 
he raised his iron and followed the track of a rising 
porpoise with its pomt until the creature broke water 
At the same instant the weapon left his grasp, appa- 
rently without any force behind it, but we on deck, 
holdmg the line, soon found that our excited hauling 
lifted a big vibratmg body clean out of the smother 
beneath. “ ’Vast hauling ' ” shouted the mate, while as 
the porpoise hung dangling, the harpooner shpped the 
ready bowline over his body, gently closmg its gnp round 
the " small ” by the broad tail Then we hauled on the 
noose-line, slacking away the harpoon, and m a minute 
had our prize on deck He was dragged away at once 
and the operation repeated Agam and again we hauled 
them in, unfed the fore part of the deck was alive with 
the kicking, wnthmg sea-pigs, at least twenty of them 
I had seen an occasional porpoise caught at sea before, 
but never more than one at a time. Here, however, 
was a wholesale catch At last one of the harpooned 
ones plunged so furiously while being hauled up that 
he literally tore himself off the iron, falling, streaming 
with blood, back mto the sea 

Away went all the school after him, teanng at him 
with their long well-toothed jaws, some of them leapmg 
high in the air in their eagerness to get them due share 
of the canmbal feast Our fishing was over for that 
tune Meanwhile one of the harpooners had brought 
out a number of knives, with which all hands were soon 
busy skinnmg the blubber from the bodies Porpoises 
have no skin, that is hide, the blubber or coatmg of lard 
which encases them bemg covered by a black substance 
as thm as tissue paper The porpoise hide of the boot 
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malcer is really leather, made from the skin of the 
Bdxiga, or “ ivhite whale,” which is fotind only in the 
far north The cover was removed from the "trj'- 
works ” amidships, revealmg two gigantic pots set in a 
frame of bnckwork side by side, capable of holding 200 
gallons each Such a cooking apparatus as might have 
graced a Brohdmgnagian kitchen Beneath the pots 
was the very simplest of furnaces, hardly as elaborate as 
the famihar copper-hole sacred to washing day Square 
funnels of sheet-iron were loosely fitted to the flues, 
moie as a protechon against the oil boding over into 
the fire than to carry away the smoke, of which from 
the peculiar nature of the fuel there was very little At 
one side of the tr 3 ’'-woiks was a large wooden vessel, or 
“ hopper,” to contain the raw blubber , at the other, a 
copper cistern or cooler of about 300 gallons capacity, 
mto which the prepared od was baled to cool ofi, pre- 
liminary to its being poured into the casks Beneath 
the furnaces was a space as large as the whole area of 
the try-works, about a foot deep, which, when the fires 
were lighted, was filled with water to prevent the deck 
from bunung 

It may be unagmed that the blubber from our twenfr 
porpoises made but a poor show m one of the pots , 
nevertheless, we got a barrel of very excellent od from 
theuL The fires were fed with "scrap,” or pieces of 
blubber from which the od had been boded, some of 
which had been reserved from the previous ioia<Te 
They burnt with a fierce and steady blaze, learing but 
a trace of ash I was then informed by one of the 
harpooners that no other fuel was ever used for boding 
blubber at any time, there hemg always amply sufficient 
for the purpose 

The most mterestmg part of the whole busmess. 
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tbo’iigli to us poor half-starved "WTetches, was the 
l)lunUful supply of fresh meat Porpoise beef is, when 
deceiitlv cooked, fairly good eating to a landsman, 
judge, then, vhnt it must have been to us Of course 
the tit-bits, such as the liver, kidneys, brains, etc , could 
not possibly fall to our lot ; but we did not complain, 
VC were too thankful to gel something eatable, and 
cnougli of it Sloi cover, although fev' sailors m English 
slu])s Icnow it, porjioisc beef improv es vastly by keep- 
ing, getting tenderer every day the longer it hangs, 
until at last it becomes as tasty a viand as one coiild 
wish to dine upon It was a good joli for us that this 
theca^c, for wlule the porpoises lasted the “harness 
casks,” or salt beef receptacles, v\crc kept locked, so if 
any man had felt unable to eat porpoise — well, there 
was no compulsion, he could go hungr} 

■\Ve were now m the haunts of the Sperm ^Vhale, 
or “ Cachalot,” a brilliant look-out being continually 
kept for anv' signs of their appealing One officer and 
a foremast hand vs ere continually on watch durmg the 
day in the mam crow’s-nest, one horpooner and a 
searaau in the fore one A bounty of ten pounds of 
tobacco was offered to whoever should first report a 
whale, should it ho seem-ed, consequently there vere 
no sleepy eyes up there Of course none of those 
who were inexperienced stood much chance against the 
eagle-eyed Portuguese, but aU tried their best, m the 
Jiope of perhaps vinmng some little favour from then 
haivi taskmaster Every evening at sunset it was 
“all hands shorten sail,” the constant dnll rapidly 
teaclimg even these clumsy landsmen how to find their 
way aloft, and do sometlung else besides hold on to 
anythmg like grim death when they got there 

At last, one beautiful day, tbe boats were lowered 
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and manned, and awny went the greenies on their fli-st 
practical lesson in the business of the voyage. As 
before noticed, there were two ginenies in each boat, 
they being so arranged that whenever one of them 
“ caught a crab,” which of course was about every othei 
stroke, his failure made little difference to the boat’s 
progress They learned very fast under the terrible 
imprecations and storm of blows from the ii on-fisted 
and iron-hearted officers, so that before the day was 
out the skipper was satisfied of our abrhty to deal with 
a “ fish ” should he be lucky enough to " raise ” one 
I was, in virtue of my experience, placed at the after- 
oar in the mate’s boat, where it was my duty to attend 
to the “ mam sheet ” when the sail was set, where also 
I had the benefit of the hghtest oar except the small 
one used by the harpooner m the bow 

The very next day after our first exhaustive boat 
dnll, a school of “ Black Fish” was reported from aloft, 
and with great glee the officers prepared for what they 
considered a ratthng day’s fun. 

The Black Fish {Phocmia Sp) is, ^ small toothed 
whale, not at all unlike a miniature cachalot, except 
that its head is rounded at the front, while its jaw is 
not long and straight, but bowed It is as frohesome 
as the porpoise, gambollmg about in schools of from 
twenty to fifty or more, as if really delighted to be 
ahve Its average size is from ten to twenty feet long, 
and seven or eight feet in girth, weight from one to 
three tons Blubber about three inches thick, while 
the head is almost all oil, so that a good nch specimen 
win make between one and two barrels of oil of medium 
quahty 

The school we were now m sight of was of middling 
size and about average weight of mdividuals, and the 
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officers esteemed it a forfeimate circumstance tliat vre 
should happen across them as a sort of prelunmary to 
our tackling the monarchs of the deep 

All the new harpoons were unshipped from the 
boats, and a couple of extra "second” irons, as those 
that have been used are called, were put into each boat 
for use if wanted- The sails were also left on board 
We lowered and left the ship, pulling nght towards 
the school, the noise they were making m their fun 
effectually preventing them from hearing our approach 
It is etiquette to allow the mate’s boat first place, 
unless his crew is so weak as to be unable to hold their 
own , but as the mate always has first pick of the men 
this seldom happens So, as usual, we were first, and 
soon I heard the order given, " Stand up, Louey, and 
let ’em have it ! ” Sure enough, here we were right 
among them. Louis let drive, " fastening ” a whopper 
about twenty feet long The mjured animal plunged 
madly forward, accompamed by his fellows, while Louis 
calmly bent another iron to a " short warp,” or piece of 
whale-line, the loose end of which he made a bowline 
with round the mam Ime which was fast to the " fish ” 
Then he fastened another "fish,” and the queer sight 
was seen of these two monsters each trying to flee m 
opposite directions, while the second one ranged about 
alarmmgly as his " bridle ” ran along the mam hne 
Another one was secured m the same way, then the 
game was mdeed great The school had by this time 
taken the alarm and cleared out, but the other boats 
were all fast to fish, so that didn't matter. How, at 
the rate our " game ” were gomg, it would evidently 
be a long while before they died, although, bemg so 
much smaller than a whale proper, a harpoon will often 
kill them at a stroke Tet they were now so tangled 
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or “ snarled erp as the mate said, that it was no easy 
matter to lance them mthout great danger of cutting 
the line However, we hauled up as close to them as 
we dared, and the haipooner got a good blow in, which 
gave the biggest of the three “ Jesse,” ns he said, though 
^vhy “ Jesse ” was a stumpei Anyhow, it killed him 
promptly, while almost dneetty after another one saved 
further trouble by passing in bis own checks But he 
sank at the same time, drawing the first one down 
with him, so that we ivere in considerable danger 
of having to cut them adnft or be swamped The 
“ wheft ” was waved thiice as an urgent signal to the 
ship to come to our assistance witli aU speed, but in 
the meantime our mterest lay m tlie sunuiung Black 
Ihsh keeping ahve Should 7ic die, and, as was most 
probable, sink , we should certamly have to cut and 
lose the lot, tools included 

We waited m gnm silence while the ship came up, 
so slowly, apparently, that she hardly seemed to move, 
but leally at a good pace of about four knots an hour, 
which for her was not at all bad She got alongside 
of us at last, and we passed up the bight of our line, 
our fish aU. safe, very much pleased with ourselves, 
especially when we found that the other boats had only 
five between the three of them 

The fish secured to the ship, all the boats were 
hoisted except one, which remamed alongside to slmg 
the bodies During our absence the ship-keepers had 
been busy ngging one of the cutting falls, an immense 
fourfold tackle from the mam lowermast-head, of four- 
inch rope through great double blocks, large as those 
used at dockyards for liftmg ships’ masts and boilem 
Cham-shngs were passed around the carcases, which 
ipped the anim al at the " small,” bemg prevented 
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from slipping off by the bioad spread of the tail The 
end of the " fall,” or tactle-rope, was then taken to 
tbe windlass, and we hove away cheerily, lif tin g the 
monsters nght on deck A mountamous pile they 
made A short spell was allowed, when the whole 
eight were on board, for dinner, then all hands tnined 
to again to “ flench ” the 'blubber, and prepare foi 
tiying-out This was a heavy job, keeping aU hands 
busy until it was qmte dark, the latter part of the 
work being earned on by the hght of a “ cresset,” the 
flames of which were fed with “ scrap,” which blazed 
brilliantly, throwing a big glare over all the ship The 
last of the carcases was launched overboard by about 
eight o’clock that evening, but not before some vast 
junks of beef had been cut off and hung up m the 
riggmg for our food supply 

The try- works were started again, “trymg-out” 
gomg on busily all mght, watch and watch takmg 
their turn at keepmg the pots supphed with mmced 
blubber The work was heavy, while the energetic 
way m which it was earned on made us all glad to 
take what rest was allowed us, which was scanty 
enough, as usual 

By mghtfa.ll the next day the ship had resumed 
her normal appearance, and we were a tun and a 
quarter of oil to the good Black Fish oil is of 
medium quahty, but I learned that, accordmg to the 
lule of '‘loguerym all trades,” it was the custom to 
mix quantities such as we had just obtamed with 
better class whale-oil, and thus get a much higher 
pnee than it was really worth 

Up till this time we had no sort of an idea as to 
where our first objective might be, but firom scraps of 
conversation I had overheaid among the harpooners, I 
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gathered that 'we -vrere malnng for the Cape Yerde 
Islands or the Azores, in the vicmity of •which a good 
nnmher of moderate-sized sperm "whales ore often to 
he found In fact, these islands have long been ft 
nursery for whale-fishers, because the cachalot loves 
their Bteep-to shores, and the hardy natives, whenever 
and wherever they can muster a boat and a little gear, 
aie always ready to aaUy forth and attack the unwary 
whale that ventures 'withm their kern Consequently 
more than half of the total crews of the American 
whaJmg fleet are composed of these islanders Many 
of them have risen to the position of captam, and 
still more are officers and harpooners, but though 
undoubtedly brave and enterprising, they are cruel 
and treacherous, and m positions of authonty over 
men of Teutonic or Anglo-Saxon origin, are apt to 
treat their subordinates -with great cruelty 


CH/iJPTER IV 


BAD WEATHER 

Nautical routine m its essential details is mucli the 
same in all ships, whether naval, merchant, or whaling 
vessels But while in the ordinary merchantman there 
are decidedly “no more cats than can catch mice,” 
hardly, mdeed, snfiBcient for all the mousmg that 
should be done, in men-of-wai and whaleships the 
nnmher of hands earned, bemg far more than are 
wanted for everyday work, must needs be kept at 
unnecessary duties m order that they may not grow 
lazy and discontented 

Por mstance, in the Cachalot we earned a crew of 
thirty-seven all told, of which twenty-four were men 
before the mast, or common seamen, our tonnage bemg 
under 400 tons Many a splendid clipper-ship carrymg 
an enormous spread of canvas on four masts, and not 
overloaded with 2500 tons of cargo on board, cames 
twenty-eight or thirty all told, or even less than that 
As far as we were concerned, the result of this was 
that our landsmen got so thoroughly drilled, that 
withm a week of leavmg port they hardly knew 
themselves for the clumsy clodhoppers they at first 
appeared to be 

We had now been i eight days out, and m our 
leisurely way were making fair progress across the 
Atlantic, having had nothing, so far, but steady breezes 
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and fine ^eatlier As \fc \ra3 late autumn— tlie first 
Tveek m October— I ratber wondered at tbis, for even 
in my brief experience I had learned to dread a " fall " 
voyage across the “ Western Ocean.” 

Gradually the face of the sky changed, and the feel 
of the air, from balmy and gemal, became raw and 
cheerless The little wave tops broke short off and 
blew backwards, apparently against the wind, while 
the old vessel had an uneasy, unnatural motion, caused 
by a long, new swell rolling athwart the emstmg set of 
the sea. Then the wind became fitful and changeable, 
backing half round the compass, and veering forward 
agam as much m an hour, untd at last m one tremen- 
dous squall it settled m the N W for a business-like 
blow Unlike the humed merchantman who must 
needs “ hang on ” till the last minute, only shortening 
the sad when absolutely compelled to do so, and at the 
first of the gales relentmg, pdmg it on agam, we 
were all snug long before the storm burst upon ns, 
and now rode comfortably undei the timest of storm 
stayaads 

We were e\ndently m for a fair specimen of 
Western Ocean weather, but the clumsy-looking, old- 
fasbioned 0(tcli<ilot made no more fuss over it than one 
of the long-winged sea-birds that floated around, intent 
only upon snappmg up any stray scraps that might 
escape from us Higher rose the wind, heavier rolled 
the sea, yet never a drop of water did we ship, nor did 
anything about the deck hexoken what a heavy gale 
was blowmg During the worst of the weather, and 
just after the wind had shifted hack into the NE, 
making an uglier cross sea than eier get up, along 
comes an immense fonr-masted iron ship homeward 
id She was staggering under a veritable mountain 
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of canvas, faiily burying ber bows in tbe foam at every 
forward drive, and actually wetting the clews of the 
upper topsails in the smothering masses of spray, 
that every few minutes almost hid her huU from 
sight 

It was a splendid picture , but — ^for the time — I 
felt glad I was not on board of her In a very 
few minutes she was out of oui ken, followed by the 
admiration of all Then came, from the other direc- 
tion, a huge steamship, taking no more notice of the 
gale than as if it were calm Straight through the sea 
she rushed, dividing the mighty rollers to the heart, 
and often bestridmg three seas at once, the centre one 
spreading its many tons of foaming water fore and aft, 
so that from every orifice spouted the seething brme 
Compared with these greyhounds of the wave, we 
resembled notliing so much as some old hghtship 
bobbmg serenely around, as if part and parcel of the 
mid-Atlantic 

Our greemes were gettmg so well seasoned by this 
time that even this rough weather did not knock any 
of them over, and from that time forward they had no 
more trouble from sea-sickness 

The gale gradually blew itself out, leavmg behind 
only a long and very heavy swell to denote the deep- 
reaching disturbance that the ocean had endured 
And now we were within the range of the Sargasso 
Weed, that mysterious ywciis that makes the ocean look 
like some vast hayfield, and keeps the sea from nsmg, 
no matter how high the wind It fell a dead calm, 
and the harpooners amused themselves by dredgmg up 
great masses of the weed, and turmng out the many 
strange creatures abiding therem What a world of 
wonderful life the weed is, to be sure ' In it the flying 
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fish spawn and the tiny cnttle-fidi breed, both of them 
preparing bounteous provision for the larger denizens 
of the deep that have no other food Myriads of tmy 
crabs and innumerable specimens of less-known shell- 
fish, small fish of species as yet unclassified in any 
work on natural history, with jelly-fish of every 
conceivable and inconceivable shape, form part of this 
great and populous country m the sea At one haul 
^ere was brought on board a mass of flymg-fish spawn, 
about ten pounds m weight, looking like nothing so 
much as a pile of ripe white currants, and clinging 
together in a very similar manner 

Such masses of ova I had often seen cast up among 
the outlymg rocks on the shores of the Caribbean Sea, 
when as a shipwrecked lad I wandered idly about 
unburymg turtle eggs from then snug beds in the 
warm sand, and chasmg the many-hued coral fish from 
one hiding-place to another 

While loitermg m these smooth waters, waiting for 
the laggard wind, up came a shoal of dolphin, ready as 
at all tames to attach themselves for awhile to the ship 
Nothing IB more singular than the manner in which 
deep-sea fish will accompany a vessel that is not going 
too fast — sometimes for days at a tune Most con- 
venient too, and providmg hungry Jack with many a 
fresh mess he would otherwise have missed Of all these 
Inendly fish, none is better known than the “ dolphm,” 
as from long usage sailors persist in caUmg them, and 
will doubtless do so until the end of the chapter For 
the true dolphm {DelpUmdw) is not a fish at aU, but a 
mammal— a warm-blooded creature that suckles its 
young, and in its most familiar form is known to most 
people as the porpoise The sailor’s “ dolphin,” on the 
other hand, is a veritable fish, inth vertical tail fin 
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iustcad of the bonzontal one whicli distinguishes nil 
the ^^hnle family, *:cales and gills. 

It IS well known to literature, under its sea-name, 
for Its marvellous brilliancy of colour, and there are 
few objects more dazzling than a dolphin leaping out 
of a calm sea into the sunshme The beauty of a 
djmg dolphin, however, though sanctioned by many 
generations of ^v^tc^s, is a delusion, all the glory of 
the fish departing ns soon as he is withdrawn from 
his uath e element. 

But this habit of digression grows upon one, and 
I must do my best to check it, or I shall never get 
through my task 

To resume tlien . wlien this school of dolphin (I 
can’t foi the life of me call them Corypheena htppuns) 
came alongside, a nish as made for the “ granes ” — a 
sort of five-pronged indent, if I may be allowed a baby 
bull It was universally agreed among the fishermen 
that tiynng a hook and Ime as only waste of tune and 
pro\ ocative of profanity J since every saiJoi knows that 
all the deep-water big fish require a living or apparently 
livmg bait The fish, houever, slieered off, and would 
not he tempted -within reach of that deadly fork by any 
lure. Then did I cover myself ivith glory Bor he 
wlio can fish cleverly and luckily may be sure of fairly 
good tunes m a whaler, although lie may be no gieat 
things at any other woik I had a line of my own, and 
begging one of the small fish that had been hauled up 
m the Gulf weed, I got permission to go aft and fish 
over the taffrail The little fish was carefully secured 
on the hook, the point of which just protruded near his 
tail Then I lowered him into the calm blue -waters 
beneath, and paid out line very gently, until my bait 
was a silvery spot about a himdred feet astern Only 
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a \Qvy short; tinio, niid mj hopes rose ns I saw one 
bright gleam after another glide past the keel, heailing 
aft Then came a gentle drawmg at the line, Mhich I 
suffered to slip slowly through mj fingers until I judged 
it time to tiy uhethci I was nght or wrong A long 
baid pull, and my heart heat fast ns 1 felt the thrill 
along the line that fishermen loic None of your high 
art here, but haul m hand o\ei hand, the line hemg 
staung enough to laud a 250 pound lish Up he came, 
the beauty, all sil\ci and scailet and blue, fnc feet long 
if an inch, and weighing 35 pounds Well, such a lot 
of astonished men I neier saw They could baldly 
hohe\e theu eyes. That such n danng innoiation 
should he successful was hnitlly to be l)elic%cd, even 
wrth the \agorous c\idcuec before them E\en gnm 
Captam Slocum came to look, aud turned upon me as 
I thought a less lowenug hi on than usual, while Mr 
Count, the mate, fairly chuckled again at the thought 
of how the little Bntishei had wiped the cj os of these 
veteran fishermen The captive was cut open, and two 
recent flymg-fish found in his maw , which were utilized 
for new bait, with the result that there was a cheerful 
noise of hissmg and spluttering in the galley soon after, 
and a mess of fish for all hands 

Shortly afterwards a fresh breeze sprang up, which 
proved to be the beginning of the N E trades, and fanly 
guaranteed us against any very bad weather for some 
tune to come 

Somehow or other it had leaked out that we were to 
cruise the Cape Verd Islands for a spell before workmtr 
south, and the knowledge seemed to have quite an 
enlivening effect upon our Portuguese shipmates 

Most of them belonged there, and although there 
IS but the faintest prospect of theu gettmg ashore 
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upon, niiY pretext Yi-liatevcr, ilie possibility of seemg 
tbeir island bomes again seemed to quite transform 
tbem llitberto tboy bad been aery moody and 
oxclusnc, never associating Anth ns on the white 
side, or attempting to be at all fnmibar A mutual 
ntmos]iberc of suspicion, in fact, seemed to permde 
our quarters, making things alieady uncomfortable 
enough, still more so Now, lioweier, they fiateinized 
mth us, and in a \anety of uncouth nays made havoc 
of the llnglish tongue, ns they tiicd to impiess us with 
the lieauty, feilility and general incomparability of their 
beloved Cape Veitls Of the eleven white men besides 
mv'^elf m tlie forecastle, there were a middle-aged 
German bakei, who had bolted from Buffalo, two 
Hungarians, who looked like noblemen disguised — 
m dirt, two slab-sided Yankees of about 22 from 
farms m Vermont; a drayman from New York, a 
French Canadian from the neighbourhood of Quebec, 
two Italians from Genoa, and two nondescripts that 
I never found out tlic ongm of Imagme, then, the 
babel of sound, and think — but no, it is impossible to 
think, what sort of a jargon was compounded of all 
these A arjTUg elements of language 

One foitunate thing, there was peace below Indeed, 
the spirit seemed completoly taken out of all of them, 
and by some devilish ingonuit}’’ the afterguard had been 
able to sov, distrust lietween them all, wlule treatmg 
them bke dogs, so that the miseries of then life were 
nei er oiieuly discussed. My position among them gave 
me at times some uneasiness Though I tried to be 
lielpful to all, and was full of sympathy for then 
undeserved suffenngs, I could not but feel that they 
V ould have been more than human had they not 
envied me my immunity from the lacks and blows 
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liiey all shared so impartially. However, there was 
no help for it, so I went on as cheerily as I could. 

A peculiarity of aU these vessels, as I afterwards 
learned, was that no stated allowance of anything was 
made Even the water was not served out to us, but 
was kept m a great scuttle-butt by the cabin door, to 
which every one who needed a dnnk had to go, and 
from which none might be earned away No water 
was allowed for washing except from the sea, and 
every one knows, or should know, that neither flesh 
nor clothes can be cleansed with that But a cask 
with a perforated top was lashed by the bowspnt 
and kept filled with urme, which I was solemnly 
assured by Goliath was the finest dirt-extroctor in 
the world for clothes The officers did not avail 
themselves of its virtues though, but were content 
with ley, which was furnished m plenty by the 
ashes from the galley fire, where nothmg but wood 
was used as fueL Of course when ram fell we might 
have a good wash, if it was mght and no other woik 
was toward , but we were not allowed to store any for 
washmg purposes Another cunous but absolutely 
necessary custom prevailed m consequence of the short 
commons under which we lived. When the portion of 
meat was brought down m its wooden kid, or tub, at 
d i nn er-time, it was duly divided as fairly as possible 
mto as many parte as there were mouths Then one 
man turned his back upon the carver, who, holding up 
each portion, called out, "'Who’s this for 1 " 'Whatever 
name was mentioned by the arbitrator, that man ownmg 
it received the piece, and had perforce to be satisfied 
theiewitb Thus 3 uatice was done to all m the only 
way possible, and without any friction whatever 

As some of us were without clothes except what we 
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stood opnglit in, when we joined, the “slop chest” was 
opened, and every applicant received from the steward 
what Captain Slocum thought fit to let hun have, bemg 
debited with the cost against such wages as he might 
nftcrwai ds earn The clothes were certamly of fairly 
good quality, if the price w'as high, and exactly smted 
to our requirements. Soap, matches, and tobacco were 
likewise supphed on the same terms, but at higher prices 
than I had ever heard of before for these necessaries 
After much careful inquiry I ascertamed vhat, in the 
event of a successful voyage, we were likely to earn 
Each of us were on the two hundredth “ lay ” or share 
at $200 per tun, which meant that foi every two htmdred 
barrels of oil taken on board, we were entitled to one, 
which we must sell to the ship at the rate of £40 per 
tun or £4 pet barrel Truly a magnificent outlook for 
young men bound to such a business for three or four 
years 



CHAPTEE V 

ACTUAIi WARFARE OUR FIRST WILV-LE 

Sdiultaiteous ideas occurrmg to several people, or 
thonght transference, wliatever one likes to call the 
phenomenon, is too fiequent an occunence m most of 
onr experience to occasion much snrpnse Yet on the 
occasion to which I am about to refer, the matter vras 
so veiy marked that few of us who took part m the 
day’s proceedings are ever likely to forget it 

"We were aU gathered about the fo’lk’sle scuttle one 
evenmg, a few days aftei the gale referred to m the 
previous chapter, and the question of whale-fishing come 
np for discussion Until that time, strange as it may 
seem, no word of this, the central idea of all our nunds, 
had been mooted Every man seemed to shun the 
subject, although we were in daily expectation of being 
called upon to take an active part m whale-figbting. 
Once the ice was broken, neaily all had something to 
say about it, and very nearly as many addle-headed 
opinions were ventilated as at a Colney Hatch debating 
society Eor we none of us knzw anything about it. 
I was appealed to contmually to support tins or that 
theoiy, hut as far as whaling went I could only, like 
the rest of them, draw upon my imagination for details 
How did a whale act, what were the fii-st steps taken, 
what chance was there of being saved if your boat got 
smashed, and so on unto infimty. At last, getting very 

>4 
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tued of tins “Poifcngee Parliament” of all talkers and 
no listenei-s, I -Mvent aft to get a drmk of watei before 
turning m. The barpooners and other petty officers 
weie grouped m the riaist, earnestly discussing the pros 
and cons of attack upon vrhales. As I passed I heard 
the mate’s horpoonei say, " Peels hke whale about. I 
bet a plug (of tobacco) we laise speim whale to-morrow ” 
PTobody took his bet, foi it appeared that they were 
mostly of the same mind, and while I was dnnkmg I 
heal’d the officers m dignified conclave talking ovei the 
same thing It was Saturday evemng, and while at 
home people were loolang forward to a day’s respite 
from work and care, I felt that the coming day, though 
nevei taken much notice of on board, was big -with the 
probabilities of strife such as I at least had at present 
no idea of. So firmly was I possessed by the prevaihng 
feekng. 

The night was very quiet A gentle breeze was 
blowing, and the sky was of the usual "Trade” 
character, that is, a dome of dark blue frmged at the 
horizon with peaceful cumulus clouds, almost motion- 
less. I turned in at fom a m from the middle watch 
and, as usual, slept like a babe Suddenly I started 
wide awake, a long mournful sound sendmg a thnll to 
my very heart As I hstened breathlessly other sounds 
of the same charactei but m different tones jomed m, 
human voices monotonously mtomng m long drawn- 
out expirations the smgle word " bl-o-o-o-o-w ” Then 
came a hurricane of noise overhead, and adjurations in 
no gentle language to the sleepers to " tumble up lively 
there, no skulking, sperm whales ” At last, then, 
fulfilling all the presentiments of yesterday, the long 
dreaded moment had arrived. Happily there was no 
time for hesitation, m less than two mmutes we were 
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.r^ '■in <5e''V, rnd humnng to our respccti\ e boats There 
nn fltirn or couf^u'aon, and except that orders were 
fn^cu more <|uicfh than xtsuol, mth a manifest air of 
excitement, there ivas nothing to show that 
we wore not going for an ordinarj course of boat dnll. 
ilu‘ Mds in the mam crow's-nest nith his 

bni'oilirs Pre'enth he slioutcxl, "Xaow then, 

('*'■' n'. lowti away soon’s T'like Small pod o'cows, 
an' one 'r two bulls hvin’ off to west’ard of em ” Down 
wtiii tie bolts into the water quietly enough, we all 
s'n*nble-l in and shored oh A stroke or two of the 
vn were gnon to get tlearof the ship, and one another, 
th,a nars wore «hip{Hd and up went the sails As I 
tfyA in\ illoite'l place at the mom-sheet, and the 
li-Jiuitul ertt start'Hl off like some big lord. Jlr Count 
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All of a sudden, at a motion of tlie ckiefs hand, the 
peak of our mainsail ■w’as dropped, and the boat swung 
up into the wmd, laying “hove to,” almost stationary 
Tlie centre-board was lowered to stop her dnftmg to 
leeward, although I cannot say it made much difference 
that ever I saw Nmo what's the mattei, I thought, 
when to my amazement the cluef addressmg me said, 
“ Wondei why we've hauled up, don’t ye ? ” “ Yes, sir, 
I do,” said I " Wall,” said he, “ the fish hev sounded, 
an’ 'ef we run over ’em, we’ve seen the last ov’em So 
we wait awhile tdl they use agm, ’n then we’ll prob’ly 
git thar’ ’1 thaieabouts before they sound agin ” With 
this explanation I had to bo content, although if it be 
no dealer to my readers than it then was to me, I shall 
have to explam myself more fully later on Silently 
we lay, rockmg lazily upon the gentle swell, no other 
word bemg spoken by any one At last Louis, the 
harpooner, gently breathed ” blo-o-o-w , ” and there, 
sure enough, not half a mile away on the lee beam, 
was a little bushy cloud of steam apparently rising 
from the sea At almost the same tune as we kept 
away all the other boats did likewise, and just then, 
catching sight of the ship, the reason for this ap- 
parently concerted action was explamed At the 
mam-mast head of the ship was a square blue flag, and 
the ensign at the peak was bemg dipped These were 
signals well understood and promptly acted upon by 
tliose m charge of the boats, who were thus guided 
from a pomt of view at least one hundred feet above 
the sea 

“ Stand up, Louey,” the mate murmured softly. I 
only just stopped myself m time from tummg my head 
to see why the order was given Suddenly there was a 
bump, at the same moment the mate yelled, “ Give t to 
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raLse a cloud of smoke -vnili occasional bursts of flame , 
so ns it began to slowly surge round the post, I timidly 
asked the barpoonor ^ betber I should throAr any water 
on It “ '\rot for 7 ” grou led ho, as he took a couple 
more turas ^^^tb it Xot knowing “uhat foi,” and 
JiardJy liking to quote mv nulhonties here, I said no 
more, but waited e\ents “Hold him up, Louey, hold 
him up, cmn’t yc ? ” shouted tlio mate, and to my 
honor, dowm vent the nose of the boat almost imder 
Avater, as bile at the inaio''^ order everj^body scrambled 
aft into the elevated stem sheets 

The line sang quite a tunc as it was grudgingly 
allowed to surge round the loggorliead, filbng one Avith 
adniimtion at the strength shown by such a small rope 
Tins sort of thing went on for about twenty m inutes, lu 
which time v,e qmte emptied the large tub and began 
on the small one. As there uas nothing whatever for 
us to do A\bile tins A\as goiug on, I bad ample leisure 
for obsenung the little game that was being played 
about a quarter of a niilc away i\Ir Cruce, tlie second 
mate, bad got a uhnle and was domg bis best to kill 
it but be uas severely handicapped by his crew, or 
rather had lieeu, for two of them avore now temporarily 
incapable of cither good 01 harm They had gone quite 
"batchy " vutb fngbt, requiring a not too gentle apphea- 
tion of the tiller to their heads in order to keep them 
quiet The remedy, if rough, was effectual, for "the 
subsequent pioeeedmgs inteiested them no more” 
Consequently bis manmuvres “u ere not so well or rapidly 
evecuted as he, doubtless, could have wished, although 
ins energy in lancing that whale was something to 
admire and remember Hatless, bis shirt tail out of 
the waist of lus trousers streammg behind bun like a 
banner, be lunged and tknisfc at the whale alongside of 
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liuQ, as i£ possessed of a destroying devil, -while his 
half articulate yells of rage and blasphemy -were audible 
even to us 

Suddenly our boat fell backward from her " slantm- 
dicular ” position -with a jerk, and tlie mate immediately 
shouted, “ Haul hne, there ! look lively, now, you— so 
on, etcetera, etcetera ” (ho seemed to invent now epithets 
on every occasion) The hne came m hand over hand, 
and -was coiled in a wide heap m the stem sheets, for 
silky as it was, it could not be expected in its wet state 
to lie very close As it came flying in the mate kept 
a close gaze upon the water immediately beneath us, 
apparently for the first glimpse of oui antagonist 
‘'^en the whale broke water, however, he was some 
distance off, and apparently ns quiet as a lamb Now, 
had IMr Count been a prudent or less ambitious man, 
our task would doubtless have been an easy one, or 
comparatively so , but, bemg a httle over-grasping, ho 
got us aU into serious trouble We were hauling up to 
our whole in order to lance it, and the mate w as stand- 
ing, lance m hand, only waiting to get near enough, 
when up comes a large whale right alongside of our 
boat, so close, mdeed, that I might liavo poke<l my 
finger in his httle eye, if I had chosen The sight of 
that whale at liberty, and calmly taking stock of us 
like that, was too much for the mate. Ho lilted his 
lance and hurled it at the -visitor, in whose broad flank 
It sank, like a knife mto butter, right up to the pole- 
hitches The recipient disappeared like a flash, but 
before one had tune to think, there was an awful crash 
beneath us, and the mate shot up into the au like a 
bomb from a mortar He came down in a sitting 
posture on the mast-thwart , but as he fell, the whole 
fiumework of the boat collapsed like a derehct umbrella 
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Louis quietly cliopped tlie line and severed our con- 
nection vitli the other whale, while in accordance with 
our instructions ve drew each man his oar across the 
boat and lashed it firmly down with a piece of hne 
spliced to each thwart for the purpose This simple 
operation took hut a minute, but before it was completed 
we weie all up to our necks m the sea Stdl m the 
boat, it is true, and therefore not m such danger of 
drowning as if we were quite adrift , but, considermg 
that the boat was reduced to a mere bundle of loose 
planks, I, at any rate, was none too comfortable How, 
had he known it, was the whale’s golden opportumty , 
but he, poor wretch, had had qmte enough of our 
company, and cleared off without any delay, wondermg, 
no doubt, what fortunate accident had nd him of our 
very unpleasant attentions 

I was assured that we were all as safe as if we were 
on hoaid the ship, to which I answered nothmg , but, 
like Jack's parrot, I did some powerful tbmking 
Every little wave that came along swept clean over 
om heads, sometimes coming so suddenly as to cut a 
breath m half If the wind should mcrease — but no — 
I wouldn’t face the possibility of such a disagreeable 
thing I was cool enough now m a double sense, for 
although we were in the tropics, we soon got thoroughly 
chilled 

By the position of the sim it must have been be» 
tween ten a m and noon, and we, of the crew, had eaten 
nothing smce the previous day at suppei, when, as 
usual, the meal was very light Therefore, I suppose 
we felt the chill sooner than the better-nounshed mate 
and harpooner, who looked rather scornfully at our 
blue faces and chattermg teeth. 

In spite of all assurances to the contraiy, I have 
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not the least douht in my o\m mind that a very little 
longer n-otild have relieved ns of aU onr hnrdens finally 
Because the heave of the sea had so loosened the 
shattered planks upon vhich vre stood that they were 
on the verge of falling all asnndei Had they done so 
■we must have drorvned, for -we vere cramped and stiff 
vnth cold and onr constrained position Ho-wever, 
nnloiown to ns, a bright look-out upon our movements 
had been kept ffom the cro-w’s-nest the whole time 
We should have been reheved long before, but that the 
whale killed by the second mate was being secured, 
and another boat, the fourth mate’s, being picked up, 
havmg a hole m her bilge you could put you head 
thiougk With all these hindrances, especially securing 
the whale, we were fortunate to he rescued as soon as 
we were, smce it is well kno-wn that whales are of 
much hisher commercial value than mem 

However, help came at last, and we were hauled 
alongside Long exposure had weakened us to such an 
extent that it was necessary to hoist ns on board, 
especially the mate, whose “sudden stop,” when he 
returned to us after his little aenal excursion, had 
shaken his sturdy frame considerably, a state of body 
whicb the subsequent soaking bad by no means im- 
proved In my mnocence I imagined that we should 
be commiserated for our misfortunes by Captam Slocum, 
and certamly be Tebe^ ed &om further duties untd we 
were a bttle recovered from the rough treatment we 
had just imdergone But I never made a greater mis- 
take. The skipper cursed us all (except the mate, 
whose sole fault the accident undoubtedly was) with a 
fluency and vigour that was, to put it mildly, discourag- 
lug Moreover, we were informed that he "wouldn’t 
have no adjective skulking/’ we must "turn to” and 



ACTUAL WARFARE. OUR FIRST WHALE 43 

do sometliing after wasting the ship’s time and property 
in such a blanked manner There was a limit, however, 
to our obedience, so although we could nob move at all 
for awhile, his threats were not proceeded with farther 
than theory 

A couple of slmgs were passed around the boat, by 
means of which she was carefully hoisted on board, a 
mere dilapidated bundle of sticks and raffle of gear 
She was at once removed aft out of the way, the busi- 
ness of cutting m the whale claiming piecedence over 
everything else just then The pre limin ary proceedmgs 
consisted of nggmg the “ cuttmg stage.” This was 
composed of two stout planks a foot wide and ten feet 
long, the mner ends of which were suspended by strong 
ropes over the ship’s side about four feet from the water, 
while the outer extremities were upheld by tackles 
from the mam nggmg, and a small crane abreast the 
try-works 

These planks were about thirty feet apart, then two 
outer ends bemg connected by a massive plank which 
was securely bolted to them A handrail about as high 
as a man’s waist, supported by bght iron stanchions, 
ran the full length of this plank on the side nearest 
the ship, the whole fabnc fonnmg an admirable stand- 
mg-place from whence the officers might, standmg m 
comparative comfort, cut and carve at the great mass 
below to their hearts’ content 

So far the prize had been simply held alongside by 
the whale-lme, which at death had been " rove ” 
through a hole cut m the sohd gnstle of the tail , but 
now it became necessary to secure the carcase to the 
ship m some more permanent fashion Therefore, a 
massive cham like a small ship’s cable was brought 
forward, and m a very mgemous way, by means of a 
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tmy bnoy and a laand-lead, passed round tbe body, one 
end brought through a ring in the other, and hauled 
upon until it fitted tight round the “ small ” or part of 
the whale next the broad spread of the taiL The free 
end of the fluke-chain was then passed in through a 
moonng-pipe forward, firmly secured to a massive bitt 
at the heel of the bowsprit (the fluhe-chain-bitt), and 
all was ready 

But the subsequent proceedings were sufficiently 
comphcated to demand a fresh chapter 



CHAPTER YI 


“DIRTV ^\OKK FOn CLE.VN MONEY” 

If in the preceding chapter too much stiess lias been 
laid ujxin tlie smashing of our oiin boat and consequent 
suficrings. Avlule little or no notice -was taken of the 
kindred disaster to Mistah Jones’ vessel, my e\cuse 
inu'^t he that tlie e\penence “ filled me nght up to the 
dun," as the mate concisely, if inelegantly, jiut it 
l^or Goliath Mas indeed to be pitiecj, for his well-known 
luck and capacity a*? a Mhaleraan seemed on this occa- 
•5100 to haio quite deserted him Kot only had his 
boat been sto\ e upon first getting on to the whale, but 
he hadn’t even had a run for his money It appeared 
that upon sinking his vihalc, a small, liv'cly cow, she 
had at once "settled,” allovnug the boat to run over 
her, but just as they vei-e passiug, she rose, gently 
enough, her pointed liump piercing the thin skm of 
half-uicli cedar as if it had been cardboard She settled 
again immediately, leav'ing a hole behind her a foot 
long b> six inches wide, which effectually put a stop to 
all further fishmg operations on the part of Goliath 
and his merry men for that day, at any rate It was 
all 50 qiuet, and so tame and so stupid, no wonder 
Jlistah Jones felt savage ‘When Captain Slocum’s 
fluent profamty flickered around him, includmg vehe- 
mently aU lie might be supposed to hav e any respect 
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for, lie did not even look as if lie ivonld like to talk 
back , lie only looked sick and tired of being himself 
The third mate, again, was of a different category 
altogether He had distmgmshed himself by missing 
every opportnnitj’’ of getting near a whale while there 
was a "loose” one about, and then "saving” the crew 
of Gohath's boat, who were really in no dangei what- 
ever His miqmty was too great to be dealt with by 
mere bad language He crept about like a homeless 
dog — ^much, I am afraid, to my secret glee, for I 
co^dn’t help remembering his untmng cruelty to the 
green hands on first leaving port 

In consequence of these httle dinwhacks we weie 
not a very jovial crowd formrd or aft Hot that hilanty 
was ever partioulaily noticeable among us, but just now 
there was a very decided sense of wrong-domg over us 
all, and a general fear that each of us was about to pay 
the penalty due to some other delinquent But fortu- 
nately there was work to be done Oh, blessed work t 
how many awkward situations you have oxtncated 
people from! How many distracted brains have you 
sootiied and restored, by your steady irresistihle pressure 
of duty to he doue and brookmg of no delay ! 

The first thmg to be done was to cnt the whale’s 
head off This operation, involving the greatest amount 
of labour m the w'hole of the cutting in, was taken in 
hand by the first and second mates, who, armed with 
twelve-feet spades, took their station upon the stage, 
leaned over the handrail to steady themselves, and 
plunged their weapons vogoronsly down through the 
massive neck of the animal — ^if neck it could be said to 
hav8~following a well-defined crease m the blubbei 
At the same tune the other oflcers passed a heavy chain 
sling around the long, narrow lower jaw, hooking one 
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of tlio big cutting tackles into it, the “ fall ” of which 
was then taken to the windlass and hove tiarht, tuminc 
the wliale on her back A deep cut was then made on 
both sides of the rising jaw, the windlass was kept 
going, and gradually the whole of the throat was raised 
high enough for a hole to be cut through its mass, mto 
which the strap of the second cutting tackle was inserted 
and secured by passing a huge toggle of oak through 
its eye The second tackle was then hove taut, and the 
jaw, with a laige piece of blubber attached, was cut off 
from the body with a boarding-knife, a tool not unlike 
a cutlass blade set mto a three-foot-long wooden handle 
Upon bemg severed the whole piece swimg easily 
mboaid and was lowered on deck The fast tackle was 
now hove upon while the third mate on the stage cut 
down diagonally mto tlie blubber on the body, which 
the purchase npped off m a broad strip or “ blanket ” 
about five feet wide and a foot thick. Meanwhile the 
other two officers caived away vigorously at the head, 
varying their labours by cuttmg a hole light through 
the snout This when completed received a heavy 
cham for the purpose of securmg the head. When the 
blubber had been about half stripped off the body, a 
halt was called m order that the work of cuttmg off the 
head might be finished, for it was a task of mcredible 
difficulty It was accomphshed at last, and the mass 
fioated astern by a stout rope, after which the wmdlass 
pawls clattered merrily, the “ blankets ” rose m quick 
succession, and weie cut off and lowered mto the square 
of the mam hatch or “ blubber-room ” A short tune 
sufficed to strip off the whole of the body-blubber, and 
when at last the tail was reached, the backbone was 
cut thiough, the huge mass of flesh floatmg away 
to feed the innumerable scavengers of the sea Ho 
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As limy bo imagined, much oil -^rns runmng about 
the deck, foi so saturated ua*; eveiy part of the creature 
ivith It tlmt it really guslied like watei diming the 
cuttmg-up process Xone of it uas allowed to lun to 
waste, thougli, for the scupper-holes which dram the 
deck Mere all carefully plugged, and as soon as the 
"junk” lind been dissected aU the oil was caiefuUy 
“ squeegeed ” up and poured into tlio tiy-pots 

Tmo men Mere noiv told off as “ blubber-room men,” 
whose duty it became to go belon*, and squeezmg them- 
sehes in as best they could betiveen the gieasy masses 
of fat, cut it up into " hone-pieces ” about eighteen 
inches long and sn mches square Doing this they 
became perfectly saturated nith oil, as if they had 
taken a bath in a tank of it, foi as the vessel idled it 
was impossible to mamtam a footing, and eveiy fall 
Mas upon blubber nmning with oil A machmc of 
wonderful construction had been erected on deck in a 
land of shallow trough about slx feet long by four feet 
Mide and a foot deep At some lemote period of time 
it had no doubt been looked upon as a tiiumph of 
ingenuity, a patent inmcmg machine Its action vas 
somev’hat like that of a chaff-cutter, except that the 
laiife was not attached to the wheel, and only lose and 
fell, since it v'as not lequired to cut nght through the 
" horse-pieces ” with which it was fed It w ill be 
readily understood that m order to get the oil qmckly 
out of the blubber, it needs to bo sliced as thm as 
possible, but for convemence in handling the refuse 
(which is the only fuel used) it is not chopped up m 
small pieces, but every " Iiorse-piece ” is very deeply 
scored as it were, leaving a thm strip to hold the slices 
together. This then was the order of work Two 
haipooners attended the try-pots, leplenishmg them 
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"svitli Diinccd blubber from the hopper at the port 
side, and baling out the sufficiently boiled oil into 
the great cooling tank on the starboard One officer 
superintended the mincing, another exercised a general 
supennsion o\er all Theie was no man at the vrhcel 
and no look-out, for the vessel was “hoie-to” under 
two close-reefed topsads and forc-topraast-staysail, with, 
the wheel lashed hard down A look-out man was 
unnecessary, since ve could not run anjliodv’ down, 
and if anybody ran us down, it would onlv be because 
aU hands were asleep, for the glaie of our try-works fne, 
to say nothing of the blaring cresset before mentioned, 
could have been seen for many miles So we toiled 
watch and watch, sl\ hours on and six off, the work 
nevei ceasing for an mstant night or day Though the 
work was hard and dirty, and the discomfort of being 
so continually wet through with oil great, there was 
only one thing dangerous about tlie whole business 
That was the job of filling and shifting the huge casks 
of oiL Some of these were of enormous sire, containing 
350 gallons when full, and the work of moinng them 
about the greasy deck of a roUing ship was attended 
with a terrible amount of nsk For only four men at 
most could get fair hold of a cask, and when she took 
It mto her silly old hull to start rolling, just as we had 
got one half-w ay across the deck, -with nothing to grip 
your feet, and the knowledge that one stumbling man 
would mean a sudden slide of tbo ton and a half 
weight, and a little heap of mangled corpses some- 
where m the lee scuppers— well one always wanted to 
he very thanlcful when the lashings were safely passed 
The whale hemg a small one, as before noted, the 
whole husmess was over withm three days, and the 
decks scrublied and le-scruhhed until they had qmte 
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legamed their normal -whiteness The oil was poured 
by means of a funnel and long canvas hose mto the 
casks stowed m the ground tier at the bottom of the 
ship, and the gear, all carefully cleaned and neatly 
“ stopped up,” stowed snugly away below again 

This long and elaborate process is quite different 
from that followed on board the Arctic whaleships, 
whose voyages are of short duration, and who content 
themselves -^th merely cuttmg the blubber up small 
and bnnging it home to have the oil expressed. But 
the a-svful putrid mass discharged from a Greenlandei’s 
hold IS of veiy different quality and value, apart from 
the nature of the substance, to the clear and sweet oil, 
which after three years m cask is landed from a south- 
seaman as moffensive m smell and flavour as the day 
it was shipped No attempt is made to separate the 
oil and spermaceti beyond boilmg the “ head matter,” 
as it IS called, by itseK first, and putting it mto casks 
which are not filled up -with the body oil Spermaceti 
exists m all the oil, especially that from the dorsal 
hump , but it IS left for the refiners ashore to extract 
and leave the oil quite free from any admixture of 
the wax-like substance, which causes it to become 
solid at temperatures considerably above the freezmg- 
pomt 

TJnmterestmg as the precedmg description may be, 
it IS impossible to understand anything of the economy 
of a south-sea whaler -without gi-vmg it, and I have felt 
it the more necessary because of the scanty notice given 
to it m the only two works pubhshed on the subject, 
both of them highly technical, and -written for scientific 
purposes by medickl men Therefore I hope to be for- 
given if I have tried the patience of my readers by any 
piolmty. 
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It will not, of course, have escaped the leader’s 
notice that I have not hitherto attempted to give any 
details concermng the structure of the whale just dealt 
with The omission is mtentional Dunng this, our 
first attempt at leal whahng, my mind was far too 
disturbed by the novelty and danger of the position in 
which I found myself for the first tune, foi me to 
pay any mteUigent attention to the paity of the second 
part 

But I may safely promise that Bom the workman’s 
pomt of view, the habits, manners, and build of the 
whales shall be faithfully descnbed as I saw them 
dming my long acquamtance ivith them, earnestly 
hopmg that if my story be not as technical or scientific 
as that of Drs Bennett and Beale, it may be found 
fully as accurate and reliable , and perhaps the reader, 
bemg like myself a mere layman, so to speak, may be 
better able to appieciate descnption free Born scientific 
formula and nine-jomted words 

Two things I did notice on this occasion which I 
will briefly allude to before closmg this chapter One 
was the pecuhar skm of the whale It was a bluish- 
black, and as tlun as gold-beater’s skin So thin, indeed, 
and tender, that it was easily scraped off with the finger- 
nail Immediately beneath it, upon the surface of the 
blubber, was a layer or coatmg of what for want of a 
better simile I must call fine short fm, although unlike 
fur it had no roots or apparently any hold upon the 
blubbei Neither was it attached to the skin which 
covered it , m fact, it seemed merely a sort of packing 
between the skm and the surface of the thick layer of 
sohd fat which covered the whole area of the whale’s 
body The other matter which impressed me was the 
, pecuhonty of the teeth For up tiU that tune I had 
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lield, m common mth most seamen, and landsmen, too, 
foi that matter, the prevailmg idea that a “whale” 
lived by “ suction ” (although I did not at all know 
what that meant), and that it was impossible for bim 
to swallow a henmg Yet here was a mouth manifestly 
intended for greater tlnngs m the way of gastronomy 
than herrmgs , noi did it require more than the most 
casual glances to satisfy one of so obvious a fact 
Then the teeth were heroic m size, protruding some 
four or five mches from the gum, and solidly set more 
than that mto its firm and compact substance They 
were certamly not mtended for mastication, bemg, where 
thickest, three inches apart, and tapermg to a short 
pomt, curvmg slightly backwards In this specimen, 
a female, and therefore small as I have said, there were 
twenty of them on each side, the last three or four near 
the gullet bemg barely visible above the gum 

Another most convmcmg reason why no mastication 
could have been possible was that there were no teeth 
visible m the upper jaw Opposed to each of the teeth 
was a socket where a tooth should apparently have been, 
and this was conclusive evidence of the soft and yieldmg 
nature of the great creature’s food. But there were 
signs that at some period of the development of the 
whale it had possessed a double row of teeth, because 
at the bottom of these upper sockets we found m a few 
cases what seemed to be an abortive tooth, not one that 
was growing, because they had no roots, but a survival 
of teeth that had once been perfect and useful, but from 
disuse, or lack of necessity for them, had gradually 
ceased to come to maturity The mtenor of the mouth 
and throat was of a livid white, and the tongue was 
quite small for so large an animal It was almost m- 
capable of movement, bemg somewhat like a fowl’s 

c 2 
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Certainly it coiild not have lieen protruded even from 
the angle of the mouth, much less have extended along 
the parapet of that lower mandible, which reminded 
one of the beak of some mighty albatross or stork. 



CHAPTER Vri 


GETTING SOUTHWARD 

Whether our recent experience had alteied the cap- 
tain’s plans or not I do not know, but much to the 
dismay of the Portuguese portion of the crew, we did 
but sight, dimly and afar off, the outhne of the Cape 
Verde Islands before our course was altered, and we 
bore away for the southward like any othei outward- 
bounder That IS, as far as our course went , but as to 
the speed, we still retamed the leisurely tactics hitherto 
pursued, shortemng sail every night, and, if the weather 
was very fine, setting it all agam at daybreak. 

The morose and sullen temper of the captam had 
been, if anythmg, made worse by recent events, and 
we were worked as hard as if the success of the voyage 
depended upon our ceaseless toil of scmbbmg, scrapmg, 
and pohshmg Discipline was mdeed mamtained at a 
high pitch of perfection, no man daring to look awry, 
much less complain of any hardship, however great 
Even this humble submissiveness did not satisfy our 
tyrant, and at last his cruelty took a more active shape 
One of the long Yankee farmers from Vermont, Abner 
Cushing by name, with the mgenuity which seems 
mbred m his ’cute countrymen, must needs try his 
hand at makmg a villamous decoction which he called 
“ beer,” the pimcipal mgredients m which were pota- 
toes and molasses How potatoes formed no part of 
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our dietiiTyj so A-bncr set liis wits to woilc to stool 
suf6cient for Ins purpose, and succeeded so far that he 
obtained half a dozen I have very little doubt that 
one of the Portuguese in the forecastle conveyed the 
information aft for some reason best knou n to himself, 
any more than we wlnte men all had that in a similai 
manner all our sayings and doings, however triinnl, 
became at once known to the officers However, the 
fact that the theft u as discovered soon became pain- 
fully evident, for we had a visit from the afterguard in 
force one afternoon, and Abner with his breu age was 
haled to the guarter-deck There, in the presence of 
all hands, he was arraigned, found guilty of steahng 
the ship’s stores, and sentence passed upon him By 
means of two small pieces of fislung hue ho was sus- 
pended by his thumbs in the weather iigging, in such 
a manner that when the ship vas upnght his toes 
touched the deck, but when she rolled his whole weight 
hung from his thumbs This of itself one w ould have 
thought sufficient torture for almost any offence, but 
in addition to it he received two dozen lashes with an 
improvised cat-o’-mne-tails, laid on by the brawny arm 
of one of the haxpooners We were all compelled to 
witness this, and our feehngs may be imagined "When, 
after what seemed a ternbly long time to me (Heaven 
knows what it must have been to him '), he famted, 
although no chicken I nearly fainted too, from con- 
flicting emotions of sympathy and impotent rage. 

He was then released in leisurely fashion, and we 
were permitted to take him forward and revive him 
As soon as he was able to stand on his feet, he was 
called on deck again, and not allowed to go below 
tdl his watch was over Meanwhile Captain Slocum 
improved the occasion by giving us a short harangue. 
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the biudeu of ^\hlch was that we had now seen a htilc 
of wliat an-v of us might e\pectif we played any “dog’s 
tricks ” on luin But you can gel used to auythmg, I 
suppose, so after the first shock of the atiocity was 
o-v cr, things went on again pretty much as usual 

For the first and only time m my experience, we 
sighted St Paul’s Pocks, a tmy group of jagged peaks 
protruding from the Atlantic nearly on the Equator 
Stupendous mountains they must he, nsmg almost 
sheei for about four and a half miles from the ocean 
bed. Although they appear qmte insignificant specks 
upon the vast expanse of water, one could not help 
tlunkmg how sublime their appearance would be were 
they visible from the plateau whence they spring 
Their chief interest to us at the time arose fiom the 
fact that, uhen within about three miles of them, we 
were suddenly surrounded by a vast school of bonito 
These fish, so-named by the Spaniai ds from their hand- 
some appearance, are a species of mackerel, a branch 
of the 8comirid(c family, and attain a size of about two 
feet long and foity pounds weight, though then average 
dimensions are somewhat less than half that They 
feed entirely upon flymg-fish and the small leapmg 
squid or cuttle-fish, but love to follow a ship, playmg 
around her, if her pace be not too great, for days 
together Their flesh resembles beef m appearance, 
and they are ■warm-blooded , but, from their habitat 
bemg mid-ocean, nothing is known "with any certamty 
of their habits of breedmg 

The orthodox method of catchmg them on board 
ship is to cover a suitable hook "with a piece of white 
rag a couple of mches long, and attach it to a stout Ime 
The fisherman then takes his seat upon the jibboom 
end, ha'ving first, if he is prudent, secured a sack to the 
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jibstay m such a manner that its mouth gapes ^nde 
Then he unrolls his hne, and as the ship forges ahead 
the Imo, blowing out, describes a curve, at the end of 
which the bait, dippmg to the water occasionally, 
roughly represents a fljnng-lish Of course, the faster 
the ship IS gomg, the better the chance of deceiving 
the fish, since they have less time to study the appear- 
ance of the bait It is really an exaggerated and 
clumsy form of fly-fishing, and, as with that elegant 
pastime, much is due te the skill of the fisherman 

As the bait leaps from crest to crest of the wavelets 
thrust aside by the advancing ship, a fish more adven- 
turous or hungner than the rest vnU leap at it, and m 
an instant there is a dead, danglmg weight of from ten 
to forty pounds hanging at the end of your hne tlurty* 
feet below You haul frantically, for he may bo pooily 
hooked, and you cannot play him In a minute or 
two, if all goes well, he is plunged m the sack, and 
safe But woe unto you if you have allowed the ]eers 
of your shipmates to dissuade you from taking a sack 
out with you 

The straggles of these fish are maivellous, and a 
man runs great nsk of being shaken off the boom, 
unless his legs are firmly locked in between the guys 
Such is the tremendous vibration that a twenty -pound 
bonito makes m a man's grip, that it can be felt m the 
cabm at the other end of the ship , and I have often 
come m triumphantly with one, having lost all feeling 
m my arms and a goodly portion of skin oft my breast 
and side, where I have embraced the prize m a gnm 
determination to hold him at aU hazards, besides bemg 
hterally drenched with his blood 
^ Like all our fishing operations on hoard the 
' Cachalot, this day’s fishmg was conducted on scientific 
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pruiciples, nud resulted in twenty-five fine fisli being 
shipped, which veto a welcome addition to our scanty 
nllovance Happily for ns, they vould not take the 
salt in that sultry latitude soon enough to preserve 
tlteni, for, when they can be salted, they become like 
bnno itself, and are quite unfit for food Yet we 
should have been compelled to eat salt bonito, or go 
vnthout meat altogether, if it had been possible to cure 
them 

We were now fairly in tlie “horse latitudes,” and, 
much to our rchef, the ram came dov'n in occasional 
deluges, permitting us to wash well and often I 
suppose the rams of the tropics have been often 
enough desenbed to need no meagre attempts of mine 
to conve}’ an idea of them , yet I have often %nshed I 
could make homc-kcepmg friends understand how far 
short what they often speak of as a “ tropical shower ” 
falls of the genume article The nearest I can get to 
it IS the idea of an ocean suspended overhead, out of 
wliich the bottom occasionally falls Nothmg is visible 
or audible but the glare and roar of fallmg water, and 
a ship's deck, despite the many outlets, is full enough 
to swim about m in a very few mmutes At such times 
the whole celestial machmery of rain-making may be 
seen m full workmg order Five or sire mighty water- 
spouts in various stages of development were often 
within easy distance of us , once, mdeed, we watched 
the birth, growth, and death of one less than a mde 
away First, a big, black cloud, even among that 
great assemblage of mirtht, began to beUy downward, 
until the centre of it tapered mto a stem, and the 
whole mass looked like a vast, irregulaily-moulded 
funnel Lower and lower it reached, as if feelmg for 
a soil m which to grow, until the sea beneath was 
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agitated sympatlietically, rising at last in a sort of 
pointed mound to meet the descending column Our 
nearness enabled us to see that both, descending and 
nsmg parts nrere uhirling violently in obedience to 
some invisible force , and when they had joined each 
other, although the spiral motion did not appear to 
contmue, the upward rush of the water through iihat 
was now a long elastic tube was lery plainly to be 
seen The cloud oierhead grew blacker and bigger, 
until its gloom was temble The pipe, or stem, got 
thinner gradually, until it became a meie thread, nor, 
although watching closely, could we determine when 
the connection between sen and sky ceased — one could 
not call it severed The pomt nsmg from the sea 
settled almost immediately amidst a small commotion, 
as of a whirlpooL The tail dependmg from the cloud 
slowly shortened, and the mighty reservoir lost the 
vast bulge which had hung so threateningly above 
Just before the final disappearance of the last portion 
of the tube, a fragment of cloud appeared to break off 
It fell near enough to show by its thundering roar 
what a body of water it must have been, although 
it looked hke a saturated piece of dirty rag in its 
descent 

Tor whole days and mghts together we sometimes 
lay almost " as idle as a painted ship upon a pamted 
ocean,” when the deep blue dome above matched the 
deep blue plain below, and never a fleck of white 
appeared in sky or sea This perfect stop to our 
progress troubled none, although it aggravates a 
merchant skipper tembly As for the objects of our 
search, they had apparently all migrated othei -whither, 
for never a sign of them did we see Tmhacks, a 
species of roi-qual, were always pretty numerous, and, 
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as if they knew how useless they were to us, came and 
played around like exaggerated poipoises One in 
particular kept us company for several days and 
nights We knew him well, from a great triangular 
scar on his nght side, near the dorsal fin Sometimes 
he would remam motionless by the side of the ship, a 
few feet below the surface, as distinctly in our sight as 
a gold-fish in a parlour globe, or he would go under 
the keel, and gently chafe his broad back to and fro 
along it, making queer tremors run through the vessel, 
as if she were scraping over a reef Whether from 
superstition or not I cannot tell, but I nevei saw any 
creatiun injured out of pure wantonness, except sharks, 
while I was on hoard the Cachalot Of course, injmies 
to men do not count Had that finback attempted to 
play about a passenger ship m such a fashion, all the 
loungers on board would have been poppmg at him 
with their revolvers and rifles without ever a thought 
of compunction , yet here, in a vessel whose errand was 
whale-fishing, a whale enjoyed perfect immumty It 
was very puzzling At last my curiosity became too 
great to bear any longer, and I sought my friend 
Mistah Jones at what I considered a favourable oppor- 
tunity. I found him very gracious and communicative, 
and I got such a lecture on the natural history of the 
cetacea as I have never forgotten — the outcome of a 
quarter-century’s experience of them, and afterwards 
proved by me to be correct in every detail, which latter 
IS a great deal more than can be said of any wiitten 
natural history that ever I came across But I will 
not go mto that now Leaning over the rail, with the 
great rorqual laying perfectly still a few feet below, I 
was told to mark * how slender and elegant were his 
proportions “ Chpper-built,” my Mentor termed him 
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He was full seventy feet long, but bis greatest diameter 
•would not reach ten feet. His snout -was long and 
pomted, while both top and bottom of his head were 
nearly flat When he came up to breathe, which he 
did out of the top of his head, he showed us that, 
instead of teeth, he had a narrow fringe of baleen 
(whalebone) all around his upper jaws, although “I 
kamt see whyfor, kase he hb on aU sort er fish, s’long’s 
dey am’t too big I serpose w’en he kamt get nary 
fish he do de same ez de ‘ bowhead ’ — go ei siftm eout 
dem little tmgs we calls whale-feed vm dat ar ’range- 
ment he carry m his mouf” “But why don’t we 
harpoon him^’’ I asked Goliath turned on me a 
pitymg look, as he rephed, “ Sonny, ef yew -wiiz ter go 
en stick iron mter dat ai fish, yew’d fink de hole 
bottom feE eout kerblunk W’en I uz young 'n 
foohsh, a finback range ’longside me one day, off de 
Seychelles I just done gone miss’ a spam whale, and 
I was laender mad, — muss ha’ bm Wall, I let him hab 
It blam ’tween de ribs If I hb ten tousan year, am’t 
gwme ter fergit dat ar Wa'nt no time ter spit, tell 
ye , eberybody hang ober de side ob de boat Wiz — 
poof’ — de hue all gone Clar to glory, I neber see it 
go Ef it hab ketch anywhar, nobody eber see its too 
Eus, I fought I jump ober de side — ^neber face de 
skipper any mo’ But he uz er good ole man, en he 
only say, ' Don’t be sech blame jackass any more ’ En 
I don’t ” From which lucid narration I gathered that 
the finback had himself to thank for Ins immunity 
from pursuit “’Sides,” persisted Gohath, ‘‘-wa’ yew 
gwme do -vviv’ him ? .Ain’t six mch uv blubber any- 
where ’bout his long ugly carkiss , en dat dirty liU’ 
rag ’er whalebone he got m his mouf, ’tamt worf fifty 
cents En mofn dat, we pick up a dead one when I 
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uz in de ole Bmnlmo — done choke hisself, I spec, en 
we cut him in He stiuk fit ter pison de debhil, en, 
after all, we get eighteen barl oh dirty oil out oh him 
Wa’nt worf de clean spaim scrap we use ter hile him 
Gr’ ’way 1 ” Which emphatic adjuration, addressed not 
to me, but to the unconscious monster below, closed the 
lesson for the time 

The calm still persisted, and, as usual, fish began 
to abound, especially flymg-fish At times, disturbed 
by some hungry bonito or dolphin, a shoal of them 
would use — a great ware of silver — and skim through 
the air, nsmg and falling for perhaps a couple of 
hundred yards before they again took to the water, or 
a solitary one of larger size than usual would suddenly 
soar mto the air, a heavy splash behmd him showmg 
by how few mches he had missed the jaws of his 
pursuer Away he would go m a long, long curve, and, 
meetmg the ship in his &ght, would nse m the air, 
turn off at nght angles to his former duection, and spm 
away agam, the whir of his wing-fins distmctly visible 
as well as audible At last he would inclme to the 
water, but just as he was about to enter it there would 
be an eddy — the enemy was there waitmg — and he 
would nse twenty, thirty feet, almost perpendicularly, 
and dart away fully a hundred yards on a fresh course 
before the drying of his wing membranes compelled 
him to drop In the face of such a sight as this, which 
is of everyday occurrence in these latitudes, how tiivial 
and misleading the statements made by the natural 
history books seem 

They tell them readers that the jExoccius Vohtans 
“ does not fly , does not flutter its wmgs , can only take 
a prolonged leap,” and so on The misfortune attendant 
upon such books seems, to an unlearned sailor like 
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myself, to be that, altboogb posing as authorities, most 
of the authors are content to take their facts not simply 
at second-hand, hut even unto tiventy-second-hand So 
the old fables get repeated, and brought up to date, and it 
IS nobody’s business to take the trouble to correct them 
The -weather contmued calm and clear, and as the 
flying-fish were about in such immense numbers, I 
ventured to suggest to Goliath that we might have a 
try for some of them I venly beheve he thought I 
was mad He stared at me for a minute, and then, 
with an mdescnbable intonation, said, “ How de ol’ 
Satan yew fink yew gwain ter get ’m, hey ? Ef yew 
spects ter fool dis chile wiv any dem lime-juice yams, 
'bout lanterns ’n boats at night-time, yew’s ’way off” 
I guessed he meant the fable current among English 
sailois, than if you hoist a sail on a calm night in a 
boat where flying-fish abound, and hang a lantern m 
the middle of it, the fish will fly in shoals at the lantern, 
stake agamst the sail, and fall m heaps in the boat 
It may be true, but I never spoke to anybody who has 
seen it done, nor is it the method practised m the only 
place m the world where flymg-fishmg is followed for a 
hving So I told Mr J ones that if we had some circular 
nets of small mesh made and stretched on wooden 
hoops, I was sure we should be able to catch some He 
caught at the idea, and mentioned it to the mate, who 
readily gave his permission to use a boat A couple 
of "Guineamen” (a very large kmd of flymg-fish, 
havmg four wmgs) flew on board that night, as if 
purposely to provide us with the necessary bait 

Next mommg, about four beUs, the sea being like a 
mirror, unruffled by a breath of wmd, we lowered and 
paddled off from the ship about a mile When far 
enough away, we commenced operations by sc[ueezing 
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iu the wnter some jnoces of that Imd been kept for 
the jnirpo'^o xnitil thc\ were i-athci liigli-flaA ouied The 
cMuhng oil from this fish spiead a thin film for some 
distance around the boat, through mIiicIi, ns through 
a sheet of glass, Mt* could sec a long way down 
Minute specks of the bait sank slowly through the 
bmpid blue, but for at least an liour theie uas no sign 
of life 1 v.ns beginning to fear that I should bo called 
to account for misleading all hands, when, to my un- 
bounded delight, an immense shoal of fiung-fish came 
imming itmud the boat, Cngerly picking up the saa ouiy 
morsels "We grasped our nets, and, loaning ovei the 
gunwale, placed them silently m the water, pressmg 
them down'll ard and in toainitls tho boat at tlio same 
time Our success was great and immediate Wo 
lifted tho wandeiei'S by scores, while I yhispered im- 
plonnglv, “ Be careful not to scare them , don’t make 
a sound ” All hands entered into tho spint of the 
thing with great eagerness As for i\Iistah Jones, his 
delight was almost more than he could bear. Suddenly 
one of the men, in lifting his net, slipped on the smooth 
bottom of the boat, jolting one of the oars Theie was 
a gleam of bght beiow as the scliool turned — they had 
all disappeared instanter We had been so busy that 
e had not noticed tlic dimensions of our catch , but 
now, to om great joy, v>e found that we had at least 
eight hundred fish nearly as large as hemngs We at 
once returned to the ship, having been absent only two 
hours, duiing which we had caught sufficient to provide 
all hands with three good meals Not one of the crow 
had ever seen or heard of such fishing before, so my 
pride and pleasure may be imagined A little learning 
may he a dangerous thing at times, but it certainly is 
often handy to have about you The habit of taking 
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notice and remembering bas often been tbe means of 
saving many lives m suddenly-met situations of emer- 
gency, at sea perhaps more than anywhere else, and 
nothing can be mom useful to a sailor than the practice 
of keepmg his weather-eye open 

In Barbadoes there is established the only regular 
flymg-fishery m the world, and in 3ust the manner I 
have described, except that the boats are considerably 
larger, is the whole town supphed with delicious fish 
at so tnflmg a cost as to make it a staple food among 
all classes 

But I find that I am lettmg this chapter run to an 
unconscionable length, and it does not appeal as if we 
were gettmg at the southward very fast either Truth 
to tell, our progress was mighty slow , but we gradually 
crept across the belt of calms, and a week after our 
never-to-be-forgotten haul of flymg-fish we got the first 
of the south-east trades, and went away south at a 
good pace — ^for us We made the Island of Tnnidada 
with its strange comcal-topped pillar, the hfmepm Bock, 
but did not make a call, as the skipper was beginning 
to get fidgety at not seemg any whales, and anxious to 
get down to where he felt reasonably certain of fallmg 
m with them Life had been very monotonous of late, 
and much as we dreaded still the prospect of whale- 
fightmg (by “we,” of course, I mean the chaps forward), 
it began to lose much of its terror for us, so greatly did 
we long for a httle change Heepmg, as we did, out of 
the ordmary track of ships, we hardly ever saw a sail 
We had no recreations , fun was out of the question , 
and had it not been for a Bible, a copy of Shakespeare, 
and a couple of cheap copies of “David Copperfield” 
and “ Bleak House,” all of which were mine, we should 
have had no books 



CHAPTER VIII 

.UJNLR’S \Mr\LE 

Tn' a previous chapter I have rcfeixed to the fact of a 
honuty lieuig ofTered to whoever should first sight a 
useful whale, pajablo only in the event of the pnzo 
being ‘secured by tlie ship In consequence of our lU- 
succcss, and to stimulate the watchfulness of aU, that 
bounty was now increased fitim ten pounds of tobacco 
to twenty, or fifteen dollars, whichever the winner chose 
to have. l\rost of us whiles regarded this as quite out 
of the question for us, whose untrained vision was as 
the naked eye to a telescope when pitted against the 
eagle-like sight of the Portuguese Nevertheless, we 
all did our little best, and I know, for one, that when I 
descended fiom my lofty perch, after a two hours’ vigil, 
my eyes often ached and burned for an liour aftenvards 
from the intensity of my gaze across the shimng waste 
of waters 

Judge, then, of the surprise of everybody, when one 
forenoon watch, three days after we had lost sight of 
Trmidnda, a most extraordinary sound was heard fiom 
the fore crow’s-nest I was, at the time, up at the mam, 
in company with Louis, the mate's harpoonor, and we 
stared across to see whatever was the matter The 
watchman was unfortunate Abner Cusbmg, whose trivial 
oflence had been so severely punished a short time 
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before, and lie was gesticulating and* howling like a 
madman Up from below came the deep growl of the 
skipper, " Foremast head, there, what d’ye say ? ” 

“ B-b-b-hlow, s-s-sir,” stammered Abner, “a big whale 
right m the way of the sun, sir ” “ See anythin’, 

Louey’” loaied the skipper to my companion, jnst as 
we had both “raised” the spout almost in the glare 
cast by the snn “ Tessir,” answered Louis , “ but I 
kaint make him eont yet, sir ” “ All right , keep yer 

eve on him, and lemme know sharp,” and away he 
went aft for his glasses 

The course was slightly altered, so that we headed 
direct for the whale, and in less than a minute after- 
Avards we saw distinctly the great black column of 'a 
sperm whale's head nse well above the sea, scattering 
a circmt of foam before it, and emittmg a bushy, tufted 
burst of vapour mto the clear air “ There she white- 
waters 1 Ah bl-o-o-o-o-o-w, blow, blow 1 ” sang Louis , 
and then, m another tone, " Sperm whale, sir , big, Tone 
fish, headin’ ’beout east-by-nothe ” “All right ’Way 
doun from aloft,” answered the skipper, who was already 
half-nay up the mam-riggmg , and hke squirrels we 
slipped out of onr hoops and down the backstays, 
pas'^ing the skipper like a flash as he toiled upwards, 
belloning orders as he went Short as onr journey 
down had been, when we aixived on deck we found all 
rcadj for a start But as the whale was at least seven 
miles away, and we had a fair ivind for him, there was 
no huiTA to lower, so we all stood at attention by our 
resiicctive boats, waiting for the signal I found, to my 
snrpnse, that, although I was conscious of a much more 
rapid heart-beat than usual, I avas not half so scared 
as I expected to be — that the excitement was rather 
pleasant than otherwise There were a few traces of 
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funk about some of tbo othoj-s still, but ns for Abner, 
ho ^\.ls fanly ti'nn‘'fonned , I bardh kneT;\ the innu 
He V, as one of Goliath’s boat's trow, and the big darkey 
%v.is quite proud of him IIis e\cs spuiklcd, and he 
chiichlod and smiled constant!}, as one 'ulio is conscious 
of liaMiig done a giniul stroke of business, not onl} foi 
]'imM?ir, but foi all hands “ Lower awa} boats ' ” came 
polling down from the skipper’s loft} perch, succeeded 
in'^iautly by the rattle of the patent Idocks as the falls 
ilev tlnxuitfli them, wliilc the four beautiful craft took 
ihe water with an almost simultaneous splash The 
';hi]t-kccper=^ had Uimmed the \nrds to the wind and 
hauled up the courses, so that simply putting the helm 
down deadened our way. and allowed the boats to run 
clear without dnugcr of fouling one anothei To shove 
o*f and hoi'Jt sail was the work of a few moments, and 
■with a fmc workmg bice/c away we went As hefoi-e, 
our boat, bemg the chief s, bad the post of honour, but 
theie was now only one whale, and I rathei wondered 
wh} we had all left the ship According to expecta- 
tions, down he went when we were within a couple of 
miles of Inm, but quieth and wath great dignity, ele- 
vating his tail perpendicularly in the an, and sinking 
slowly fiom our view Agam I found Mr Count 
talkatn e 

“ Thct whale ’ll stay down fifty mmutes, I guess,” 
said be, “for lie’s e\ery gill ov a hundred en twenty 
bar’l , and don’t yew fergit it ” " Ho the big whales 

give much more trouble than the little ones ? ” I asked, 
seemg him thus chatty. “ Wall, it’s jest ez it happens, 
boy — jiist ez it happens I’\e seen a fiffcy-harl bull 
make the pmtiest fight I ever beam tell ov — a fight 
tbet lasted twenty hours, stoi e three boats, ’n killed 
two men Then, agam, I’ve seen a hundred ’n fifty 
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bar’l whale lay 'n take his grooel 'thoiit hardly wimkin 
’n eyelid — never moved ten fathom from fust iron till 
fin eont So yew may say, hoy, that they’re like 
peepnl— got thair individooal pekyewlyantios, an’ thars 
no countin’ on ’em for sartm nary" time” I was in 
great hopes of getting some useful information while 
his mood lasted , hut it was over, and silence leigned 
Nor did I dare to ask any more questions , he looked 
so stem and fieice The scene w as very striking Over- 
head, a hnght blue sky 3ust fimged ^Yltll fleecy little 
clouds , beneath, a deep blue sea mth innumerable tiny 
wavelets dancing and ghttermg in the blaze of the sun, 
but all swayed m one direction by a great, solemn swell 
that slowly rolled from east to west, like the measured 
breathing of some world-supporting monster I?oTir 
httle ciuft in a group, with twenty-four men in them, 
sdently waitmg for battle with one of the mightiest of 
God’s creatures — one that was indeed a temblo foe to 
encounter were he hut wise enough to make the hest 
use of his opportunities Against him we came with our 
puny weapons, of which I could not help reminding 
myself that “he langheth at the shaking of a spear” 
But when the man’s brain was thrown into the scale 
agamst the instmct of the brute, the contest looked less 
unequal than at first sight, for ilmt is the secret of 
success ]\Iy musings were very suddenly interrupted 
Whether we had overrun our distance, or the whale, 
who was not “making a passage,” hut feeding, had 
changed his course, I do not know, hnt, anyhow, he 
broke water close ahead, coming straight for our boat 
His great black head, like the broad how of a dumb 
barge, dnvmg the waves before it, loomed high and 
■"■'eimciiig to me, for I was not forbidden to look ahead 
w But coolly, ns if conung alongside the ship, the 
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mate bent to the big steoi-oar, and SAVung tbe boat off 
at iigbt angles to liei coui'se, bnnging her back again 
•\\itb anotbei bioad sheer as the whale passed foammg. 
Tins niancenyixj brought us side by side uith him before 
he had time to reahzc that we woie theie Up till that 
instant he had eindeiitlj' not seen us, and his surprise 
was coiTcspondiugly great To see Louis raise Ins har- 
poon high above his head, and with a hoaise grunt of 
satisfaction x’bmgc it into the black, shinmg mass 
beside him uxi to the liitches, was indeed a sight to be 
I'emcmbei’ed Quick ns thought he snatched up a second 
haipioon, and as the whale rolled from us it flew fiom 
his hands, burying itself like the foimei one, but lower 
down the body. The great impetus we had when we 
reached the whale earned us a long way past him, out 
of all danger from his stinggles No hmdiance was 
expenenced from the line by which we weie connected 
with the whale, for it was loosely coded in a space for 
the purpose in the boat’s bow to the extent of two 
hundred feet, and this was cast overboard by the har- 
pooner as soon as the fish was fast He made a fearful 
to-do over it, rolling completely ovci seveiul times 
backward and forward, at the same time smitmg the 
sea vuth his mighty tad, making an almost deafenmg 
noise and jiother But we were comfortable enough, 
whde ve unshipped the mast and made ready for 
action, bemg sufficiently far away from him to escape 
tlie fuU effect of his gambols It was impossible to 
avoid reflecting, however, upon what woidd happen if, 
in om unprepared and so far helpless state, he 
mstead of simply tumbhng about m an aimless, 
sort of fuiy, to insh at the boat and try to destroy 1 
Very few mdeed would survive such an attack, ess 
the tactics were radically alteied. No doubt they wo 
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be, for practices grow up in consequence of tlie circum- 
stances witb 'whicb tbe\ have to deal 

After tbe usual tune spent m furious attempts to 
free himself ixom our annoyance, lie betook himself 
below, leaving us to await his return, and hasten it as 
much as possible by keeping a severe strain upon the 
line Our efforts in this direction, however, did not 
seem to have anv effect upon him at all Flake after 
flake ran out of the tubs, until we were compelled to 
hand the end of our line to the second mate to splice 
his own on to Still it slipped away, and at last it 
was handed to the third mate, whose two tubs met the 
same fate It was now Jlistali Jones* turn to “ bend 
on,” which he did -with many chuckles as of a man 
who was the last resource of the imfortunnte But 
his face grew longer and longer as the ne\ er-resiing 
Ime contmned to disappear Soon he signalled us that 
he was nearly out of hue, and two or three minutes 
after he bent on his “ drogue ” (a square piece of plank 
with a rope tad spliced mto its centre, and considered 
to hinder a whale's progress at least as much as four 
boats), and let go the end "We had each bent on our 
drogues m the same way, when we passed our ends to 
one another So now our friend was uettin" alons 
somewhere below with 7200 feet of IMnch rope, and 
weight additional equal to the drag of sixteen 30-feet 
boats 

Of course we knew that, unless he were dead and 
smkmg, he could not possibly remam much longer 
beneath the surface Tbe exhibition of endurance we 
bad just been favoured with was a very unusual one, 
I was told, it bemg a rare thing for a cachalot lo 
+ake out two boats’ hues before retummg to the surface 
,t 
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Therefore, \Ae separated ns widelj as was thought 
necessary, in oixler to bo near him on his amval It 
AS, as might be imagined, some time before we saw 
the light of Ins countenance , but i\hen ue did, wo had 
no difhcult}' in getting alongside of him again My 
fiiend Goliath, much to my dcbght, got there first, and 
succeeded in picKmg up the biglit of the hue But 
haMDg done so, Ins chance of distinguishing himself 
vas gone Hampered b}' the immense quantity of 
sunken line y Inch was att-ached to the whale, he could 
do nothing, and soon leceived orders to cut the bight 
of the line and pass the y hale’s end to us He had 
hardly obe} ed, y ith a very bad grace, ivhen the whale 
started ofi' to yiudyaixl yith us at a tiomcndous rate 
The other boats, having no line, could do nothmg to 
help, so ay ay yew ent alone, ynth barely a hundred 
fathoms of line, in case he should take it into his head 
to sound again The speed at which he went made it 
appear as if a gale of wind ivas bloying, and wo flew 
along the sea surface, leaping fiom crest to crest of 
the waves with an incessant succession of cracks like 
pistol-shots. The fljnng spraj drenched us and pie- 
vented us from seeing him, but I fully reahzed that 
it y'as nothing to what we should have to put up ivith 
if theivind freshened much One hand was kept baling 
the water out which came so freely ovei the bows, but 
all the rest hauled ynth all their might upon the line, 
hoping to get a little closer to tho flying monster 
Inch by incli we gained on him, encouraged by the 
hoarse objurgations of the mate, whose excitement was 
intense After what seemed a terribly long chase, we 
found Ins speed slackenmg, and we redoubled our efforts 
How we were close upon him , now, in obedience to 
the steersman, the boat sheered out a bit, and we were 
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abreast of bis labouring flukes , now tho mate burls 
bis quivering lance witb sncb bearty good-wiU that 
every incb of its slender shaft disappears wilbin tbe 
huge body “ Lay off 1 Off witb ber, ILoucy ! ” screamed 
tbe mate, and sbo gave a vide sheer away from the 
whale, not a second too soon Up flew that awful tail, 
descending vutb a crash upon tbe water not two feet 
from us " Out oais I Pull, two ' slam, three ! ” shouted 
tbe mate, and as we obeyed our foe turned to fight 
Then might one see how courage and skill were such 
mighty factors in the appaienlly imequal contest Tho 
whale’s great length made it no easy job for lum to 
turn, while our boat, with two oars a-side, and the 
great leverage at the stem supplied by the ninetcen- 
foot steer-oai, circled, backed, and darted ahead like a 
Living thing animated by the mind of our commander 
When the leviathan settled, we gave a wide berth to 
his probable place of ascent, when he rushed at ns, 
we dodged him , when he paused, if only momentarily, 
m we flew, and got home a fearful thrust of the deadly 
lance 

All fear was forgotten now — I panted, thii-sted for 
his life Once, mdeed, m a sort of frenzy, when for 
an instant we lay side by side with him, 1 drew my 
sheath-knife, and plunged it repeatedly into the blubber, 
as if I were assistmg m his desti action Suddenly the 
mate gave a howl “ Stam all — stam all * oh, stam ' ” 
and the oars bent hke canes as we obeyed There 
was an upheaval of the sea just ahead, then slowly, 
majestically, the vast body of oui foe rose into the air 
Lp, up it went, while my heart stood still, until the 
^vhole of that immense creature himg on high, apparently 
mi^onless, and then fell — a hundred tons of sohd flesh 
ack mto the sea. On either side of that mountainous 
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Uie untcr<; ro'Je in ‘^lunmfr of snowj" fonm, 

'rhiclj fell in (lioir luni, A\lnrlnig nnd eddying around 
ns rs we tossed nnd fell like a chip m a wlurlpool 
rdinded In the ilTUin spray, baling for vein' life to free 
ihe boat from the water witli nlncli she was nearly 
full, It nns Eoinc minutes before I was able to decide 
wliothcr ve vere still mnnpircd or not Then I saw, 
nt a little di<5{ancc, the whale lying quietly As I 
looked he spouted aud the a^apour was red with his 
blood *‘Stam all!” again cued our cluef, and we 
refn^ated to n consuleiable distance. Tlie old waiTior’s 
])ntcti''ed c\e had detected the coming climnv of our 
eftbiis, the dying agony or "flurry” of the great mam- 
mal Turning upon his side, he began to move in a 
cnoular direction, slowly at iir->t, llien faster and faster, 
until be was rushing round nt tremendous speed, his 
great head miscil qmte out of water nt times, clashing 
his enormous jaw s Torrents of blood poured from Ins 
5i>ont-liolc, accompanied by hoarse bellowings, ns of 
some gigantic bull, but really caused by the labouring 
breath iryiug to pass tliroirgh tlio dogged an passages 
Tlio utmost caution and rapidity of manipulation of the 
boat was neccs'^ary to avoid bis maddened lush, but 
this gigantic energy was short-lived. In a few minutes 
he subsided slow!}'- m death, bis mighty body recliued 
on one side, the fm uppermost waving limply as ho 
rolled to tho swell, w lule the small waves broke gently 
o^ er the carcass in a low, monotonous surf, intensifying 
the piofound silence that had succeeded the tumult of 
our conflict w ith the late monarch of the deep Hardly 
had the fliiiTy ceased, when we hauled up alongside of 
our hard-won pnze, in order to secure a line to him 
m a better manner than at present foi hauling him to 
the ship This was effected by cutting a hole through 
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the tough, gristly substance of the flukes "ivith the short 
" boat-spade,” carried for the purpose. The end of the 
line, cut off fix»m the faithful harpoon that had held 
It so long, -svas then passed through this hole and made 
fast This done, it was “ Smoke-oh ! ” The luxury of 
that rest and refreshment was something to be grateful 
for, coming, as it did, m such complete contrast to our 
recent violent exertions 

The ship was some tliree or four miles off to leeward, 
60 we reckoned she would take at least an hour and a 
haK to work up to us Meanwhile, our part of the 
performance bemg over, and well ovei, we thoroughly 
enjoyed ourseh es, lazily roclang on the gentle swell by 
the side of a catch woith at least £800 Dming the 
conflict I had not noticed what now claimed attention — 
several great masses of white, semi-transparent-looking 
substance floating about, of huge size and irregular 
shape But one of these cunous lumps came fioatmg 
by as we lay, tugged at by several fish, and I immediately 
asked the mate if he could teU me what it was and 
where it came from He told me that, when dying, the 
cachalot always ejected the contents of his stomach, 
which were mvonably composed of such masses as we 
saw before us , that be believed the stuff to be portions 
of big cuttle-fisb, bitten off by the whale for the purpose 
of swallowing, but he wasn’t sure Anyhow, I could 
haul this piece alongside now, if I hked, and see 
Secretly wondeimg at the indifference shown by this 
officer of forty yeai-s’ whaling experience to such a 
wondeiful fact as appeared to he here presented, I 
thanked him, and, sticking the boat-hook into the lump, 
drew It alongside It was at once evident that it was 
a massi\e fragment of cuttle-fish— tentacle or arm— as 
thick as a stout man’s body, and with six or seven 
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suckiDg-discs 01 acctahitla on it These were about as 
lai gc as a saucer, and on their innei edge were thickly- 
set with hooks or claws all round the rim, sharp as 
needles, and almost the shape and size of a tiger’s 
To what manner of awful monstei this portion of 
limb belonged, I could only famtly imagine , but of 
course I remembeind, as anysailoi would, that fiom my 
eailiest sca-going I had been told that the cuttle-fish 
was the biggest in the sea, although I never even 
began to think it might be true imtil now I asked 
the mate if he had ever seen such creatmes as this 
piece belonged to alive and kicking He answered, 
languidly, "Wall, I guess so, but I don’t take any 
stock in fish, ’cept for pronsions er ile — en thet’s a 
fact.” It will bo leadily believed that I invidly re- 
called this conversation when, many years after, I read 
an account by the Piince of Monaco of Im discovery of 
a gigantic squid, to which hrs naturahst gave the name 
of LcpidoUufhu GrimaUhx > Truly the indiffeience and 
apathy manifested by v halers geneinlly to everything 
evcept commercial matteis is vonderful — hardly to be 
credited However, tins was a mighty revelation to 
me Foi the first time, it was possible to understand 
that, con ti ary to the usual notion of a whale’s being 
unable to swallow a hening, here was a kind of whale 
that could swallow — well, a block four or five feet 
square apparently, who lived upon creatures as large 
as himself, if one might judge of their bulk by the 
sample to hand , but being unable, from only possess- 
ing teeth in one jaw, to masticate his food, was com- 
pelled to tear it in sizable pieces, bolt it whole, and 
leave his commissanat department to do the rest 

While thus ruminating, the mate and Louis began 
a desultory conversation concerning what they termed 

D 
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“ambergrease” I bad never even, beard the "word 
before, altbongb I bad a notion that l^'Iilton, m “ Para- 
dise Eegained,” describing tbe Satanic banquet, bad 
spoken of something being “giis-amber steamed” 
They could by no means agree as to what this mysterious 
substance vras, bovr it was produced, or under what 
conditions They knew that it was sometimes found 
floatmg near tbe dead" body of a sperm whale — tbe 
mate, m fact, stated that be bad taken it once from tbe 
rectum of a cachalot— and they were certain that it 
was of great value — from one to three gmneas per 
ounce When I got to know more of tbe natural 
history of tbe sperm whale, and bad studied tbe litera- 
ture of tbe subject, I was no longer surprised at tberr 
want of agreement, smce tbe learned doctors who have 
written upon tbe subject do not seem to have come to 
definite conclusions either 

By some it is supposed to be tbe product of a 
diseased condition of tbe creature , others consider that 
it is merely tbe excreta, which, normally fluid, has by 
some means become concreted It is nearly always 
found with cuttle-fish beaks imbedded m its substance, 
showing that these mdigestible portions of tbe sperm 
whale’s food have m some manner become mixed "witb 
It durmg Its formation m the boweL Chemists have 
analyzed it with scanty results Its great value is due 
to its property of intensifying the power of perfumes, 
although, strange to say, it has httle or no odour of its 
own, a faint trace of musk bemg perhaps detectable in 
some cases The Turks are said to use it for a truly 
Turkish purpose, which need not be explamed here, 
while the Moors are credited with a taste for it in their 
cookery About both these latter statements there is 

nsiderable doubt, I only give them for what they 
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nre \\ortlj, Avitlioufc committing myself to any definite 
belief m tbem. 

The ship no'a neaicd us fast, and ns soon as she 
rounded-to, we left the whale and pulled towards her, 
pa.Mug out lino ns we went Am^^ng alongside, the 
line was handed on hoard, and in a sliorfc tune the 
]'iize was hauled to the gangway Wo met with a 
\ery difieinnt reception this tunc The skipper’s grim 
fnceactunlly looked almost pleasant as ho contemplated 
ihc colossal proportions of the latest adihtion to our 
stock He was indeed a fine catch, being at least 
«:eventy feet long, and in splendid condition As soon 
as he was secured alongside in the oilhodox fashion, all 
hands were sent to dinner, -with an uitimation to look 
sharp over it Judging from our slight previous ev- 
Iienenco, there was some heai'y labour before us, for 
this whale was nearly four times as large as the one 
caught off the Cajie Verds And it was so Venly 
those officers toiled like Titans to get that tremendous 
head ofl', even the skipiicr taking a hand In spite of 
then efforts, it was dork befoie the heaiy job was done 
As w e were m no dangci of bad weathei, the head was 
dropped astern by a hawser until inoming, when it 
would he safei to dissect it All that night we worked 
incessantly, ready to diop wuth fatigue, but not daiing 
to suggest the possibihty of such a thmg Several of 
the officers and liarpooners were allowed a few hours 
off, as their special duty of dealmg with the head at 
daylight w'ould bo so arduous as to need all theu 
energies When day daivned we were allowed a short 
rest, while the work of cutting up the head was under- 
taken by tbe rested men At seven bells (7 30) it was 
“turn to” all bands again The “jonk”' was hooked 
on to both cuttmg tackles, and the windlass manned 
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by everybody 'wbo could get bold Slovrly tbe enormous 
mass rose, cantmg tbe sbtp beavily as it came, while 
every stick and rope aloft complamed of tbe great stram 
upon them. Wben at last it was safely shipped, and 
tbe tackles cast off, tbe size of this small portion of 
a full-grown cachalot’s body could be realized, not 
before 

It was hanled from the gangway by tackles, and 
securely lashed to the rail runnmg round beneath the 
top of the bulwarks for that purpose — the " lasb-rail ” 
— where tbe top of it towered up as high as tbe tbu-d 
ratlme of the mam-ngging Then there was another 
spell, while the “ case ” was separated from the skull 
Tins was too large to get on board, so it was lifted 
half-way out of water by the tackles, one hooked on 
each side, then they were made fast, and a spar 
rigged across them at a good height above the top 
of the case A small block was lashed to this spar, 
through which a line was rove A long, narrow 
bucket was attached to one end of this rope , the 
other end on deck was attended by two men One 
unfortunate beggai was perched aloft on the above- 
mentioned spar, where his position, like the mam-yard 
of Marryatt's verbose carpenter was “precarious aud 
not at all permanent ” He was provided with a pole, 
with which he pushed the bucket down through a hole 
cut in the upper end of the “case,” whence it was 
drawn out by the chaps on deck full of spermaceti 
It was a weary, unsatisfactory process, wastmg a great 
deal of the substance hemg haled out , hut no other 
way -was apparently possible The grease blew about, 
drenching most of us engaged in an altogether un- 
pleasant fashion, while, to mend matters, the old bark)'- 
hewan to roll and tumble about m an aimless, drunken 
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i-Oi't of j ^1)6 rGsult of a new cross swell rolling up 
from the south-westward Kb the stuff was gamed, it 
was poured into large tanks in the hlubher-room, the 
quantity being too great to he held by the try-pots 
at once Twent^’-fivo barrels of this clear, wax-like 
substance were baled from that case ; and when at last 
it was lou ered a little, and cut away from its supports, 
it was impossible to help thinking that much as stdl 
remaining within winch we, with such rude means, 
were imable to save Tlien came the task of cuttms 
up the junk Layer after layer, eight to ten mches 
thick, was shced off, cut into suitable pieces, and 
passed into the tanks So full was the matter of 
spermaceti that one could take a piece as large as 
one’s head in the hands, and squeeze it like a sponge, 
expressmg the spermaceti in showers, imtil nothing 
remained but a tmy ball of fibre All this soft, pulpy 
mass was held togethei by walls of exceedingly tough, 
gristly integument (“white horse”), which was as 
difficult to cut as gutta-percha, and, but for the 
peculiar texture, not at all unlike it 

When we liad finished separatmg the junk, there 
was nearly a foot of oil on deck m the waist, and 
uproanous was the laughter when some hapless 
mdmdual, losmg lus balance, slid across the deck 
and sat down with a loud splash in the deepest 
part of the accumulation 

The lower jaw of this whale measured exactly 
nineteen feet in length from the opening of the 
mouth, or, say the last of the teeth, to the pomt, 
and carried twenty-eight teeth on each side Lor 
the time, it was hauled aft out of the way, and 
secured to the lash-rail The subsequent proceedmgs 
were just the same as before described, only more so 
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For a Tvliole v,CGk our labour-? continued, and Tvben 
they were over vre bad stowed below a hundred and 
forty-six barrels of mingled oil and spermaceti, or 
fourteen and a baK tuns 

It was really a pleasant sight to see Abner rcccinng, 
as if being invested m ith an order of merit, tbe tv enty 
pounds of tobacco to which he n as entitled Poor fellow! 
he felt as if at last ho weie going to ^le thought a httle 
of, and treated a httle hotter He brought his bounty 
forrard, and shared it out as far as it would go with the 
greatest dehght and good nature possible IITiatever ho 
might have been thought of aft, ccrtamly, for the time, 
he was a veiy important personage fonrird , even the 
Portuguese, who n ere inclined to be lealoiis of v hat tho 
considered an infiingement of their rights, v ere mollified 
by the generosity shown 

After every sign of the operations had been cleared 
away, the jaw was brought out, and the teeth evtiucted 
with a small tackle They wein set solidly mto a hard 
white gum, which had to be cut away all around them 
before they would come out When cleaned of the gum, 
they were headed up in a small barrel of brmc The 
great jaw-pans were sawn off, and placed at the disposal 
of anybody who wanted pieces of bone for " scrimshaw,” 
or carved work This is a very favourite pastime on 
board whalers, though, in ships such as ours, the crew 
have httle oppoitumtj for doing anything, hardly any 
leisure durmg daj hght bemg allowed But our carpenter 
was a famous workman at “ scnmshaw," and he started 
half a dozen walkmg-stickB forthwith A favourite 
design IS to carve the bone into the similitude of a rope. 
With “wormmg” of smaller hue along its lajs A 
handle is carved out of a whale’s tooth, and insets of 
baleen, silver, cocoa-tiee, oi ebony, give variety and 
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Jiuisli The tools used are of the roughest Some old 
files, softened m the fire, and filed mto grooves some- 
thing like sav-tecth, aie most used ; hut old kmves, 
sail-needles, and chisels are pressed into service The 
voik turned out would, in many cases, take a very high 
place in an exhibition of tumory, though never a lathe 
was neai it Of course, a long time is taken over it, 
especially the polishing, which is done with oil and 
whitmg, if it can be got — powdered pumice if it cannot 
I once had an elaborate pastiy-cuttei caived out of 
SIX whale’s teeth, which I purchased for a pound of 
tobacco fiom-a seaman of the Coral whaler, and after- 
wai'ds sold m Dunedin, iJfew Zealand, foi £2 10s , the 
purchaser being decidedly of opinion that he had a 
bargain 
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south side of the tioiiic of Capncorn, the south-east 
trade done, and the dirty ireather aud variable squalls, 
vhich nearly always piecede tlie ‘'westerlies,” making 
onr lives a Inirden to us Ileie, however, we were 
better off thau m an oidinaiy nieichantman, vheie 
doldnims are enough to dine you mad The one 
object being to get along, it is incessant “ puUy-hauly,” 
setting and taking m sail, in ordei, on the one hand, to 
lose no time, and, on the othei, to lose no sails hfow, 
vith us, vhenever the weather was doubtful 01 squally- 
looking, we shortened sail, and kept it fast till bettei 
weather came along, being quite careless whether we 
made one mile a da}’’ 01 one hundred But just because 
nobody took any notice of our progiess as the days 
passed, -wc were occasionally staitled to find how far 
we had leally got This was certainly the case "with 
all of us forward, even to me who had some experience, 
so u ell used had I now become to the leisurely way of 
getting along To the lariest of ships, however, theie 
comes occasionally a time when the busthng, huiiying 
wind vnll take no demal, and you’ve got to “ git up an’ 
git,” as the Tanks put it. Such a time succeeded our 
“batterfanging” about, after losmg the trades We 
got hold of a westerly wind that, commencmg qmetly, 
gently, steadily, taking two or tluee days before it 
gathered force and volume, strengthened at last mto a 
stem, settled gale that would biook no denial, to face 
vhich Mould liave been misery indeed To vessels 
bound east it came as a boon and blessing, for it would 
be a crawler that could not reel off her two hundred 
and fifty miles a day befoie the push of such a breeze 
Even the Cachalot did hei one hundied and fifty, 
pounding and bruising the ill-used sea in her path, and 
spreading before her broad bo’n’’s a far-reaching area of 
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snowy foam, wlule her wake was as wide as any two 
ordmaiy ships ought to make. Five or six times a 
day the flying Kast India or colonial-bound English 
ships, under every stitch of square sad, would appear 
os tiny specks on the horizon astern, come up with us, 
pass like a flash, and fade away ahead, going at least 
two knots to our one I could not help feeling a bit 
home-sick and tired of my present surroundings, in 
spite of their inteiest, uhen I saw those beautiful 
ocean-flyers devouring the distance ulnch lay befoie 
them, and reflected that in little moie than one montli 
most of them would be discharging in [Melbourne, 
Sydney, Calcutta, or some other equally (hstaiit port, 
while we should probably be dodging about in our 
present latitude a little farthei cast 

After a few days of our present fmious rate of 
speed, I came on deck one morning, and instantly 
recognized an old acquaintance. Eight ahead, lookmg 
nearer than I had ever seen it before, rose the towermg 
mass of Tristan d’Acunha, whde faithci away, but 
stiH visible, lay Nightingale and Inaccessible Islands 
Their aspect was familiar, for I had sighted them on 
nearly every voyage I had made round the Cape, but I 
had never seen them so near as this There was a 
good deal of excitement among us, and no wondei 
Such a break in the monotony of our lives ns we were 
about to have was enough to turn our heads Aitei- 
wards, we learned to view these matters m a more 
philosophic light , hut now, being new and galled by 
the yoke, it was a different thing Hear ns the island 
seemed, it was six hours before we got neai enough to 
^tmguish objects on shoxe I have seen the top of 
Tnstan peepmg through a cloud nearly a hundred 
miles away, for its height is tremendous St Helena 
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looks a to-wenng, scowling mass when you nppioach it 
closely; hut Trsitan d’Acunba is far moie imposmg, 
its savnge-lookmg cliffs seeming to sternly foibid the 
Tentuiesome A’oyagor any nearei familiarit}’’ with theii 
fiowning fastnesses Long before we came withm 
woilang distance of the settlement, wo were con- 
tinually passing broad patches of kelp (Jiicus gzgantca), 
whose great leaves and cable-laid stems made qmte 
reof-like breaks m the heaving w^aste of restless sea 
Yeiy diffeient indeed weie these patches of manne 
growth fiom the elegant wreaths of the Gulf-weed 
with which parts of the Noith Atlantic are so thickly 
covered Their coloui was deep biuwn, almost black 
in some cases, and the size of many of the leaves 
amazmg, being four to live feet long, by a foot wide, 
with stalks as thick as one’s ann. They have their 
ongiu around these stoini-beaten locks, which lie 
scattered thinly ovei the immense aiea of the Southern 
Ocean, whence they are tom, m masses like those we 
saiv, by every gale, and sent wandermg round the 
world 

YTien we amved within about thiee miles of the 
landmg-place, we saw a boat coming off, so we imme- 
diately hove-to and awaited her anival There was no 
question of anchoiing, indeed, there seldom is m these 
vessels, unless they aio going to make a long stay, for 
they are past masters m the ait of "standing off and 
on ” The boat came alongside — a big, substantially- 
bmlt craft of the wLale-boat tj’-pe, but twice the size — 
manned by ten sturdy-looking fellows, as unkempt and 
wild-l oolong as any pirates They were evidently put 
to great straits for clothes, many cunous makeshifts 
being noticeable in their ng, while it was so patched 
with every conceivable kind of material that it was 
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impossible to say wbicb was tbe original or “ standing 
part ” They brought mtb them potatoes, onions, a 
few stunted cabbages, some fowls, and a couple of 
good-sized pigs, at tbe sight of which good things our 
eyes glistened and our mouths watered Alas * none 
of the cargo of that boat ever reached mir hungry 
stomachs We were not surpnsed, having anticipated 
that every bit of provision would be monopolized by 
oiu masters , but of course we had no means of altermg 
such a state of things 

The visitors had the same tale to tell that seems 
universal — ^bad trade, hard times, nothing doing. How 
very famihar it seemed, to be sure Nevertheless, it 
could not be denied that their sole means of commum- 
cation with the outer world, as well as market for their 
goods, the calling whole-ships, were getting fewer and 
fewer every year , so that them outlook was not, it must 
be confessed, particularly blight But their wants are 
few, beyond such as they can themselves supply 
Groceries and clothes, the latter especially, as the winters 
are very severe, are almost the only needs they req^mie 
to be supphed with from without They spoke of the 
“ Cape ” as if it were only across the waj , ^e distance 
separatmg them from that wonderful place being over 
thirteen hundred miles in reality Y ery occasionally a 
schooner from Capetown does nsit them , but, as the 
seals are almost exterminated, there is less and less 
inducement to make the voyage 

Like almost all the southern islets, this group has 
been in its time the scene of a wonderfully productive 
seal-fishery It used to be customary for whaling and 
sealing vessels to land a portion of their crews, and leave 
them to accumulate a store of seal-skins and oil, while 
the ships cruised the surroundmg seas for whales, which 
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were exceedingly numerous, both “right” and speim 
varieties In those days there was no monotony of 
existence in these islands, ships were continually coming 
and going, and the islanders prospered exceedingly 
When they increased beyond the capacity of the islands 
to entertain them, a portion migrated to the Cape, \^^hile 
many of the men took servnce m the whale-ships, for 
which they weie eminently smted 

They are, as might be expected, a hybrid lot, the 
women all mulattoes, but intensely Enghsh in their 
views and loyalty Since the visit of H M S Galatea, 
in August, 1867, with the Duke of Edinburgh on board, 
this sentiment had been intensified, and the little 
collection of thatched cottages, nameless till then, was 
called Edinburgh, m honour of the illustrious voyager 
They breed cattle, a few sheep, and pigs, although the 
sheep thrive but mdifferently for some reason or another 
Poultry they have in large numbers, so that, could they 
command a market, they would do very well 

The steep cliffs, rismg from the sea for nearly a 
thousand feet, often keep their vicimty in absolute calm, 
although a heavy gale may be raging on the other side 
of the island, and it would be highly dangerous for any 
navigator not accustomed to such a neighbourhood to 
get too near them The immense rollers settmg in- 
shore, and the absence of wmd combined, would soon 
carry a vessel up against the beetling crags, and letting 
go an anchor would not be of the slightest use, smce the 
bottom, bemg of massive boulders, affords no holding 
ground at all All round the island the kelp glows 
thickly, so thickly indeed as to make a boat’s progress 
through it difficult. This, however, is very useful in one 
way here, as we found Wantmg more supplies, which 
were to be had cheap, we lowered a couple of boats, and 
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■\\ent aslioi-o after them On approaching the black, 
pebbly beach which foimed the only landuig-iilacc, it 
appeared as if getting ashore irould bo a task of no 
ordiuaiy danger and difiicultv Iho swell seemed to 
culminate as wc neared the beach, lifting the boats at 
one moment high in air, and at the ne\t lowering them 
into a gieen valley, from w lienee nothing could be seen 
but the surroiuidmg wateiy summits Suddenly we 
entered the belt of kelp, which extended for perhaps a 
quarter of a mile seaw ai-d, and, lo ! a transformation 
indeed Those loose, waiiug fronds of lIe\iblo weed, 
though swayed hilhei and thither hy c\er) npple, were 
able to anest the duiaslating rush of the gigantic swell, 
so that the task of lauding, w Inch had looked so (emble, 
w as one of the easiest Once in among the kelp, although 
we could hardly use the oam, the w aim w as quite smooth 
and tranquil The islanders collected on the beach, and 
giuded us to the best spot for landing, the huge boulders, 
heaped in manj places, being ugl} impediments loa boat 
We were as warmly welcomed as if we had been old 
fiiends, and hospitable attentions wcie showered upon 
ns from every side The people were noticeably w cll- 
behaved, and, although tbei-e was sometlimg Cmsoo-like 
in then way of hnug, their manuei-s and com ersatiou 
were distmctly good A rude plentj xvas emdent, there 
being no lack of good food — ^iish, fowl, and xegctablos 
The grassy plateau on winch the village stands is a sort 
of shelf 3ntting out from the momitain-sido, the moun- 
tain hemg really the w hole island- Steep roads w ere 
hewn out of the solid rock, leading, as we were told, to the 
cultivated terraces abox 0 These reached an elevation 
of about a thousand feet Ahoxe all towered the great, 
dommatmg jieak, the summit lost m the clouds eight 
or nine thousand feet above The rock-hew n roads and 
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cultivated land ceitauily gave tlie settlement an old- 
establislied appearance^ "wlncli was not si;i prising, seeing 
that it has been inhabited for moie than a hundred 
years I shall always beai a grateful recollection of the 
place, because my host gave me what I had long been a 
strangei to — a good, old-fashioned Enghsh dinner of 
roast beef and biaked potatoes He apologized for ha^^ng 
no plum-pudding to crown the feast “ But, you see,” 
he said, “ we kaint grow no com hyar, and ive’m clean 
lun out ov flour , hev ter make out on taters ’s best we 
Ion ” I smcerely sjunpathized with him on the lack of 
bread-stufl’ among them, and wondered no longei at tbe 
avidity with which they had munched our flmty biscuits 
on first coming aboard His wife, a buxom, motherly 
woman of about fifty, of dark, ohve complexion, but 
good features, was kmdness itself, and their three 
youngest childien, who weie at home, could not, m 
spite of repeated warnings and threats, keep then eyes 
oil me, as if I had been some strange animal dropped 
from the moon I felt very unwilling to leave them so 
soon, but tune was pressing, the stores we had come for 
were all ready to ship, and I had to teai myself away 
from these kindly entertainers I declare, it seemed 
like partmg vuth old friends, yet our acquaintance 
might have been measured by minutes, so bnef it had 
been The mate had purchased a fine bullock, which 
had been slaughtered and cut up for us with great 
celerity, four or five dozen fowls (ahve), four or five 
sacks of potatoes, eggs, etc, so that we were heavily 
laden for the return journey to the ship My fnend 
had kindly gi\ en me a large piece of splendid cheese, 
for which I was unable to make him any letum, being 
simply clad in a shirt and pair of trousers, neither of 
which necessary garments could be spared 
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Witli hearty cheers from ihc ^^hole population, wo 
sho\ed oft’ and ploughed tlirough tlie kelp '=cawecd 
IVTien ue jjofc clear of it, we found the swell 
heavier than when we liad come, and a rongli journey 
back to the ship was the result But, to '^uch boatmen 
as we were, that was a tnfic haidlj worth mentiomng, 
and after an hour’s hard pull we got alongside ag;iin, 
and transhipped our precious cargo The weather lieing 
threatenmg, we ac once hauled oil the land and out to 
sea, as night was falling and we did not wish to be in 
so dangerous a Mcinitj anv longer than could be 
helped in stormy weather Aliogetber, n most enjoy- 
able day, and one that- 1 have c\ cr smee had a pleasant 
recollection of 

B\ daybreak next moinmg the islands vrere out of 
sight, for the wind had nseu to a gale, which, although 
we carried little sad, dro\e us along before it some 
seven or eight knots an hour 

Two days afterwards we caueht another whale of 
medium sme, making us Cftv-four barrels of ojL As 
nothmg out of the ordinary course marked the capture, 
it is unnecessaiy to do more than allude to it in 
passmg, except to note that the honours were all with 
Gobath. He happened to be close to the whale when 
it rose, and immediately got fast So dexterous and 
swift were his actions that before any of the other boats 
could “chip in” he had his fish “fin out,” the whole 
affair from start to finish only occupjmg a couple of 
hours TV e ivere now’ in the chosen haunts of the great 
albatross, Cape pigeons, and Cape hens, but ne>er in 
my hfe had I imagined such a concourse of them as 
now gathered around ns TVhen we lowered there 
might Lave been perhaps a couple of dozen birds m 
sight, but no sooner was the whale dead than from out 
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of tlio great N Old aiound they began to clnft tovrards ns 
Deft lo ^^e ]iad got him fast alongside, the nurabeis ol 
that foathered host A\ere incalcnlahle Tiicy sunounded 
ns nntil the sea surface Mas like a plain of snow, and 
thur dpcordnnt cries were deafening With the ex- 
rejUion of one peculiar-looking bml, which lias received 
from whalemen tlic inelegant name of “ stinker,” none 
of them attempted to abght upon the body of the dead 
monster. This bird, howe\ei, somcwliat like a small 
albalros';, but of diity-grey colour, and ^nth a peculiai 
excrescence on his be.de, boldly took his prec.arious 
phcc upon the caicass, and at once began to dig mto 
the blubber He did not seem to make much impres- 
sion, but he ceitaiul}* tned linirl 

It vas dark before we got oui prme secured by the 
jluke-chain, so that we could not commence operations 
before morning That night it blew hard, and ve got 
an idea of the stitun these vessels arc sometimes sub- 
jected to. .Sometimes the ship i oiled one way and the 
whale another, being dmded by a big sea, the wrench 
at the fluke-chain, as the tuo masses fell apart down 
di Derent hollows, makuig the vessel qiuver from truck 
to keelson as if she was being torn asundei Then ve 
woidd come together again v ith a cresh and a shock 
that almost till ev everjdiody out of then bunks. Many 
an earnest preyer did I breathe that the chain would 
pro\ c staunch, for w hat sort of a job it would be to go 
after that whale during the night, should he break loose, 

I could only faintly imagine Hut all our geai was ot 
the very best , no thieving slup-chandler had any hand 
in supplying our outfit with shoddy rope and faulty 
chain, only made to sell, and ready at the first call 
made upon it to carry away and destroy half a dozen 
valuable hves There was one coil of rope on board 
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wlucli tlie skipper bad bought for cordage on the 
pieiuous voyage from a homeward- bound English ship, 
and it was the butt of all the officers’ souiailous remarks 
about Britishers and their gear It was never used but 
for rope-yarns, bemg cut up in lengths, and imtwisted 
for the Ignominious purpose of tymg things up — 
“ hardly good enough for that,” was the verdict upon it 
Tu-ed as we all were, very little sleep came to us 
that night — we were barely seasoned yet to the 
evigencies of a whaler’s hfe — but afterwards I believe 
nothing shoit of dismasting oi running the ship ashore 
would wake us, once we got to sleep In the morning 
we commenced operations in a howhng gale of wind, 
which placed the hves of the officers on the “cutting 
m ” stage in great danger The u onderful seaworthy 
qualities of oui old ship shone bnUiantly now When 
an ordinaiy modein-built saihng-ship would have been 
making such weather of it as not only to drown anybody 
about the deck, but making it impossible to keep your 
footmg any\yhei-e inthout holding on, we were enabled 
to cut in this whale True, the work was terribly 
exhaustmg and decidedly dangerous, but it was not 
impossible, for it was done By great care and constant 
attention, the whole work of cutting m and trying out 
was got through without a smgle accident, but had 
another whale turned up to continue the trying tune, I 
am fully persuaded that some of us would have gone 
under from sheer fatigue For there was no mercy 
shown All that I have evei read of “puttmg the 
slaves through for all they were woith” on the planta- 
tions was fully reohzed here, and our worthy skipper 
must have been a lineal descendant of the doughty 
Simon Legree 

The men were afraid to go on to the sick-list 
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Xoilni'g short, of lolol innhihty lo continue \\oulcI have 
piCNculcd tliem from Moikin^, such ^\ns the terror 'with 
^\lnch that niim had in‘;piicd us nil. It may bo said 
that uc were n x»tick of cowards, who, without the 
courage lo demand bettei treatment, desen cd all we 
got While admitting that such a conclusion is quite a 
natural one at which to ariivc, I must deny its tiuth 
There were men in that forocastle as good citircns and 
as bmc fellows as jou would wish to meet — men who 
in ihcir own <5phero would hn\o commanded and 
obt mud respect Hut under the painful and nbnoinal 
ciriMimst'inccs m which the} foimd themselves — beaten 
and driven like dogs wdnle in the throes of sea-sickness, 
half <:laned and hopeless, their spmt had been so 
broken, and they were so kept down to that sad level 
bv the display of force, aided by deadly w’capous aft, 
that no othei condition could be expected foi them but 
that of brokcn-hcaited slaies My own case was many 
degrees lietter tlinn tliat of the other whites, as I have 
before noted, but I was iieifectl} weU aware that the 
slightest attempt on mj pait to show' that I resented 
our common treatment would meet with the most 
brutal icprcssion, and, in addition, 1 might look foi a 
dieadful time of it for the rest of the vo}age 

The memo!} of that w'cek of niiseiy is so strong 
upon me e\en now that my hand tiemblos almost to 
]ne\euting rac from wiitiug about it Weak and feeble 
do the words seem as I look at them, makmg me wish 
foi the file and foicc of Carlyle oi Macaulay to portiay 
mu iiunecessaij" suflenngs 

Like aU other earthly ills, howcvei, they came to an 
end, at least foi a time, and I was delighted to note 
that w e w ere getting to the north w'ord again In making 
the outward passage round the Cape, it is necessary to 
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go •n^ell soutli, in order to avoid the great westerly set 
ol the Agulhas current, -which for ever s-weeps steadily 
round the southern extremity of the Afncan continent 
at an average rate of three or four miles an hour. 
To homeward-bound ships this is a great boon Ho 
matter what the weather may be — a stark calm or a 
gale of wind right on end m your teeth — that vast, 
silent iivei in the sea steadily bears you on at the same 
rate in the direction of home It is perfectly true 
that -with a gale blowing across the set of this great 
current, one of the very ugliest combmations of broken 
waves IS raised , but who cares for that, v hen he knows 
that, as long as the ship holds together, some seventy 
01 eighty miles pel day nearer home must he placed to 
her credit ? In like mannei, it is of the deepest com- 
fort to know that, storm oi calm, fair or foul, the 
cmrent of time, iinhastmg, unrestmg, beai-s us on to 
the goal that we shall suiely reach — the haven of un- 
broken lest 


Hot the least of the mmor troubles on board the 


Cachalot was the uncertamty of our destmation, we 
never knew where we were gomg It may seem a 
small pomt, but it is really not so unimportant as a 
landsman might imagine On an ordinary passage, 
certain weU-knov n signs are as easily read by the sea- 
man as if the ship’s position were given out to him 
every day Every alteration of the course signifies 
some pomt of the joiuney reached, some weU-lmo-wn 
track entered upon, and every landfall made becomes a 


new departure from whence to base one’s calculations, 
which, rough ns they are, rarely err more than a few 
days \ 

Say, for instaVce, you are bound for Calcutta. The 
fiiBt of the north-east trades -wiU give a fan- idea of 
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your latitude being about tbe edge of tbe tropics some- 
Tvbere, or say from 20° to 25° N , whether you have 
sighted any of the islands oi not Then away you go 
before the wind down towards the Equator, the approach 
to which is notified by the loss of the trade and the 
dirty, changeable weather of the “ doldrums ” That 
weary bit of work over, along come the south-east trades, 
makmg you brace “ sharp up,” and sometimes driving 
you uncomfortably near the Biazilian coast Presently 
moie " doldrums,” with a good deal more wind m them 
than m the “wanables” of the Ime latitude The brave 
“ westerly ” will come along by-and-by and release you, 
and, with a staggermg press of sail earned to the rehable 
gale, away you go for the long stretch of a hundred 
degrees or so eastward. You will very likely sight 
Tristan d’Acunha or Gough Island, but, if not, the 
couise will keep you fairly well informed of your longi- 
tude, since most ships make more or less of a great 
circle track Instead of steerm? due East for the whole 
distance, they make for some southerly latitude by 
ru nnin g along the arc of a great cucle, then run due 
east foi a thousand miles oi so before gradually workmg 
north again. These alterations m the courses tell the 
foremast hand nearly all he wants to know, slight as 
they are You will most probably sight Amsterdam 
Island or St Paul’s in about 77° E , but whether you 
do or not, the big change made m the corase, to say 
nothing of the difference in the weather and tempera- 
ture, say loudly that yora long easterly run is over, and 
you axe bound to the northward again Soon the south- 
east trades will take you gently m hand, and waft you 
pleasurably upward to the line again, unless you should 
be so unfortunate as to meet one of the devastatmg 
meteors known as “ cyclones ” in its gyration across the 
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Indian Ocean. After losing the trade, tvIucIi signals 
your approach to the line once more, your guides 
fluctuate muchly with the time of year. But it may lie 
broadly put that the change of the monsoon in the Bay 
of Bengal is beastliness unadulterated, and the south- 
west monsoon itself, though a fair wmd for getting to 
your destination, is worse, if possible Still, having got 
that far, you are able to judge pretty nearly when, in 
the ordinary course of events, you will aiiive at Saiigor, 
and get a tug for the rest of the loumej* 

But on this strange voyage I was quite as much in 
the dark concermng our approximate position as any 
of the chaps who had never seen salt water before they 
viewed it from the bad eminence of the Cachalot's deck 
Of course, it was eiudent that we were bound eastward, 
but whether to the Indian seas or to the South Pacific, 
none knew but the skipper, and perhaps the mate I 
say “ perhaps ” advisedly In any well-regulated mer- 
chant ship there is an invariable routme of observations 
performed by both captain and chief officer, except in 
very big vessels, where the second mate is appointed 
navigatmg officer The two men work out their reckon- 
mg mdependently of each other, and compare the result, 
so that an excellent check upon the accuracy of the 
positions found is thereby afforded Here, however, 
there might not have been, as far as appearances went, 
a nangator m the ship except the captam, if it be not 
a misuse of terms to call him a navigator If the test 
be abdity to take a ship round the world, pokmg mto 
every undesenbed, out-of-the-way comer you can think 
of, and return home agam without damage to the ship 
of any land except by the unavoidable perils of the sea, 
then doubtless he teas a naiugator, and a npe, good one 
But anythmg cmder than the " rule-of-thumb ” way m 
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'txliich he found Ins or more out of date ilian 

Ins “ ho^^-Aoh‘‘,'’ or qumhnnt, I lm\c ue%cr seen I 
FupjHse rve cirned a clmmomoler, Ihougli I nc\ersa'V7' 
it or lieird the cr}‘ of “slop,” wlnoli usually accom- 
panies a in or p m. “ sight*' " I'lken foi longitude lie 
used sometimes to make a dolibciute sort of haste below 
after taking a sight, \\hen he maj haac been looking at 
.a chronoinet w perliajis AA hat I do know about his 
procedure i^. ilial he nluaaa used a \ery rough method 
of equal altuuilcs, which wouhl make a mathematician 
stare and gasp, that his nautical almanac was a ten- 
ccut one published by some speculatne optician in Xcw 
York, that he nc\ci woikcd np a "dead reckoning, 
and that tin. evlrcmo limit of tunc that he look to work 
out his ob-erv .itious was ten minutes. In fact, all our 
operations in seamanhliip oi naMgation woie run on 
the same happygo-luck} principle If it was required 
to ‘^‘tack” shi]), ihcie was no formal parade and pre- 
paration for tin* manconvre, not os cn as much as would 
be made in a Goolc biDy-boy Without any previoiis 
intimation, tlie helm would he jiub down, and round 
she would come, the caids being trunmed by whoever 
happened to be neaicst to the braces The old tn 
seemed to like it that way, for she never missed stnys 
or exhibited any of Unit unwillingness to do what she 
was reqmrcd that is such a frequent characteristic o 
merchantmen. Even getting undci way or coming 
an anchor was unattended by any of the iiss an 
bother from Wfluch tiiose important evolutions or ari y 

appear inseparable , , n . . „ 

To my great relief, we saw no moie whales ot the 

kind we weio after during our passage ® ®'I’ 

The weather we w'erc having was splendid for making 
a passage, but to be dodgmg about among those immense 
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lolleis, or towed athwart them by a wounded uliale, 
in so small a craft as one of out whale-boats, did not 
have any attractions for me There was little doubt in 
an} of our minds that, if whales were seen, off we must 
go wlule da> light lasted, let the vseather be what it 
might So u hen one mornmg I wont to the wheel, to 
find the course N N E instead of E by N , it may be 
taken for giuntcd that the change was a consideiable 
relief to me It was now manifest that ue uorc bound 
up into the Indian Ocean, although of course I knew 
uollung of the position of the districts uhere whales 
were to he looked for Giadually we ciept northward, 
the weathei improi lug every day as \\ e left the “ roaring 
follies ' astern IVhde thus making northing we had 
SCI eral fine catches of poi poises, and saw many rorquals, 
hut spenu whales appeared to have left the locallt^ 
However, the “old man" ciidcntlv knew what he uas 
about, as wo -w ere not non cruising, but making a direct 
passage for some definite place 

At last we sighted laud, which, from the course 
which ne had been steeniitr might have been some- 
where on the east coast of Africa, but for the fact that 
it was nght ahead, while wc weie pomting at the time 
about H H W -and-hy I came to the conclusion 
tliat it must be the southom extremity of Madagascai, 
Cape St Maiy, and, by diut of the closest attention to 
every word I heard uttered niule at the wheel In 
the officers, found that my surmise was correct. "We 
skuted this point pretty closely, heading to the westward, 
and, when well clear of it, bore up to the northwaid 
again tor the Mozambique Channel Another surpnse 
The -very idea of wliahng in the Mozambique Channel 
seemed too ndicnlous to mention, yet here we were, 
guided by a commander who, whatever his faults, was 
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o rtnmly most jn Ins ationtion to businos?, nnd 
;ho utibkohcst i lau iinagmablc to Uilce tlic ■ship nuy- 
ho nmaij'.itod a pi-ofitablo return foi 
his 



CHAPTER X 

A. VISIT JO SOME STEiVXGE PLS.CES 

We had now entered npon what promised to he the 
most interestmg part of our voyage As a commercial 
speculation, I have to admit that the voyage was to 
me a matter of absolute indifieronce Ifever, from the 
fust week of my being on board, had I chenshed any 
illusions upon that score, for it was most forcibly 
impressed on my mind that, whatever might be the 
measure of success attending oiir operations, no one of 
the Clew forward could hope to benefit by it The 
share of profits was so smidl, and the time taken to 
earn it so long, such a number of clothes were worn 
out and destro) ed by us, only to be replaced from the 
ship’s slop-chest at high prices, that I had qmte resigned 
myself to the prospect of leaving the vessel in debt, 
whenever that desirable event might happen Since, 
■’^herefore, I had never made it a practice to repmo at 
lie mevitable, and make myself unhappy by the con- 
plation of misfortunes I was powerless to prevent, I 
to mterest m3 self as far as was possible in gather- 
information, although at that time I had no idea, 
nd a general thirst for knowledge, that vhat I 
low learning would ever be of any service to me 
had been dull indeed not to have seen how 
■were the opportunities I was now enjojung for 
bon of some of the least known and understood 
102 
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of the occ-'n \'iorUi nml its nontlerful mhabifauts, 
to so, nothing of to places unMsitcd, except by 

‘:«ch rr\}i' I'lnrtn we* Wive, and about mIhcIi so little 
IS re lit} Known 

Tl‘0 wtv.'ln r of the Monnibiquo Clinnnel was fairly 
g'-o'!, although subject to c]*'ctnc ‘>tonns of the most 


bmblu a'l^ect but p‘'=rfecth hannlt=s On the secoud 
cvciuuj: lifter roundiu^^ Ca|>c Mnr^ , w e w ere proceed- 
ings j's tisna', under ^c)3' scant} sail, rather enjoying 
th^ mild, inlm} nr, ■'cont-laden. from Madagascar 
The moon was ’•bin tug m irojutal '^plendom, paling the 
instre of the ntt<^ ndaut stai-s, and mabng the glonous 
ililk} M'nv bat a f ‘int shadow of its usual resplendent 
i^d Onidiiallv fnnn the westward there arose a 


murk}- ma.^3 of cloud, fringed at its upper edges with 
cunnus tinted lufts of auolet, orange, and enmson 
Pilose colouro wore not bnlliant, but plainly visible 
ligfinst the deej) blue ^'ky Slowly and solemnly the 
intruding gloom o\orspie.ad the sweet splendour of 
the shining sK} , creeping liKe a death-shadow over a 
dear face, .and making the most talkative feel strangely 
quiet and ill at case As the pall of tliick darkness 
blotted out the cool light, it seemed to descend until 
nt lost, we were complclel)' o\ei -canopied by a ome 
of ^ehety black, seemingly low enough to touch the 
inasl-lieads A delated sce-bird’s shrill scream m 
cmphasi/ed the deep silence which lent itself befitting y 
to the solemnity of nature Presently 
of light, sanously tinted, began to thread the inkT 
mass Tlmsc grew brighter and more vivid, imW a 
last, in fantastic contortions, they appeare ° ^ 

sirart conca^e asundei, re%enling throug 
clefts a lund waste of the most intensely g 0 S 
The coming and going of these amazmg > 
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combined ^vltb tbe Egyptian dark betiveen^ -was com- 
pletely blinding So loaded was tbe still air with 
electncity that from eveiy point aloft pale flames 
streamed upward, giNong tbe ship tbe appearance of a 
huge candelabrum with innumerable branches. One of 
the hands, who had been ordered aloft on some errand 
of securing a loose end, presented a curious sight He 
was bareheaded, and from his hair the all-perrading 
flmd arose, lightmg up his features, which were ghastly 
beyond descnption ^Vhen he lifted his hand, each 
separate finger became at once an additional point finm 
which light streamed Theie was no thunder, but a 
low hissing and a crackling which did not amount to 
noise, although distmctly audible to all Sensations 
most unpleasant of pricking and geneml irritation 
were felt by every one, according to their degree of 
susceptibility 

After about an hoiii of this state of things, a low 
moaning of thunder was heard, immediately followed 
by a few drops of ram large as dollars The muttenngs 
and grumblings increased until, with one peal that 
made the ship tremble as though she had just struck a 
rock at full speed, down came the rain. The windows 
of heaven were opened, and no man might stand against 
the steaming flood that descended by thousands of 
tons per minute How long it contmiied, I cannot say , 
probably, in its utmost fierceness, not more than half 
an hour Then it slowly abated, clearmg away as it 
did so the accumulation of gloom overhead, until, before 
midmght had struck, all the heavenly host were shedding 
them beautiful bnlkaucy upon us agam witb appareullj 
mcreased glory, while the freshness and mvigorating feel 
the air was inexpressibly delightful 
We did not court danger by hugging too closely 
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zi,\ o: tK'' u/i) ri.of'? -tiikI It'JJiTcs tbit abound in tins 
. lably dstucnk but niic tliem all n respectfully 

krtb. It uns a icturo of our naM^ition that, 
we hid oec'wtnn to go neir any island or reef 
l\r bsbing or 1 Hiding ]>urj>'>;es, we always kept a safe 
n^arjfin of tlntaticc ava\, wlnrh probably accounts for 
our continue s ’nnuuinty from accident while in tortuous 
(Inr inchors and cables were, howc%cr, always 
kc£u Tcitu for me now, in c.we of au unsuspected 
C UTcr t ti sudden storm, but buond that precaution, 
I co.ild s. little or no dificrtnee in the manner of our 


P'mntivc niMgition 

^Vc met with no ‘'luck” for some time, and the 
of the hirj>ooni,rs grew' daih longer, the great 
hcit of those suhrv water- lr\ing all temi>ers soiely 
kut Captain Slocuin knew his business, and his scowl- 
ing, itupn«si\ e face showed no ‘^igu of (bsappointmen , 
‘■'f indeed au} other emotion, as da} by day we crept 
farther north At last we sighted the stupendous pea ' 
of Comoro mountain, which towers to nearh nine 
thousand feet fwm the little island which gives 1 s 
name to the Comoro group of four On that same day 
a School of inedium-sired sperm whales were si^ e , 
v.hich npjjeared to be almost of a ditlerent 
those with which we had Iiitherto had dealings ine} 
v.ere cxccedingh fat and laz}, moMiig with the j 
dehlieration, and, when we nished 
appeared utterly bewildered and pamc-s ® ^ 

.ng not ^vh,ch to ileo L.kc a Hock “f 

sheep the} huddled togethei, -nath° the 

oach other's w ay, avliilc wo harj_)Oonea „ 

p-eatest case and impunity ship to the 

himaelf lowered the fifth boat, leaanUo on 

carpenter, cooper, cook, and steward, and comm. 
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the scene as if determined to make a field-day of the 
occasion He-nas no “slouch” at the business either. 
Not that there was much occasion or opportunity to 
exhibit any prowess The record of the day’s proceed- 
ings would be 08 tame as to read of a dnj ’s work in a 
slaughter-house Suffice it to say, that we actually 
lolled BIX wliales, none of whom were less than fifty 
barrels, no boat ran out more than one hundred 
fathoms of hue, neither was a boinb-lauce used Not 
the shghtest casualty occurred to any of the boats, and 
the whole uork of destruction was over in less than 
four hours 

Then came the trouble The fish were, of course 
somewhat widely separated when they died, and the 
task of collecting all those immense carcasses was one 
of no ordinary magnitude Had it not been for the 
wonderfully slnlful handling of the ship, the task 
would, I should think, have been impossible, but the 
way in which she was u orked compelled the admiration 
of anybody who knew what handling a ship meant 
Still, with aU the ability manifested, it u as five hours 
after the last whale died before we had gathered them all 
alongside, bringing us to four o’clock m the afternoon 

A complete day under that fierce blaze of the tropical 
sun, without other refreshment than an occasional furtive 
dnnk of tepid watei, had reduced us to a pitiable con- 
dition of weakness, so much so that the skipper judged 
it prudent, as soon as the fluke-chams were passed, to 
give us a couple of hours’ rest As soon as the sun 
had set we were all turned to again, three cressets were 
prepared, and by therr blaze we toiled the whole ni"ht 
through Truth compels mo to state, though, lhat 
none of us foremast hands had neaily such heavy work 
as the officers ou the stage What they had to do 
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demanded special knowledge and skill , but it was also 
tembly bard work, constant and unremitting, while 
we at the windlass bad many a short spell between 
the liftmg of the pieces Even the skipper took a 
band, for the first time, and right manfully did be 
do bis share 

By the first streak of dawn, three of the whales 
had been stripped of their blubber, and five heads were 
bobbmg astern at the ends of as many hawsers The 
sea all round presented a wonderful sight There must 
have been thousands of sharks gathered to the feast, and 
their mcessant mcursions through the phosphorescent 
water wove a dazzling network of bnlhant tracks which 
made the eyes ache to look upon A short halt was 
called foi breakfast, which was greatly needed, and, 
thanks to the cook, was a thoroughly good one He — 
blessings on him 1 — had been busy fishing, as we drifted 
slowly, with savoury pieces of whale-beef for bait, 
and the result was a mess of fish which would have 
gladdened the heart of an epicure Our hunger appeased, 
it was “ turn to ” again, for there was now no tune to 
be lost The fierce heat soon acts upon the carcass 
of a dead whale, generating an immense volume of gas 
withm it, which, in a wonderfully short space of time, 
turns the flesh putrid and renders the blubber so 
rotten that it cannot be lifted, nor, if it could, would 
it be of any value So it was no wonder that our 
haste was great, or that the august arbiter of our 
destinies himself condescended to take his place among 
the toilers By mghtfall the whole of our catch was 
on board, exceptmg such toll as the hungry hordes 
of sharks had levied upon it m transit A goodly 
number of them had paid the penalty of their rapacity 
with their lives, for often one would wnggle his way 



io8 THE CRUISE OF THE "CACHALOT” 

light up on to the recking carcass, and, seizing a huge 
fragment of blubber, stnve \Mth might and main to 
tear it away Then the lethal spade -uould drop upon 
his soft crown, cleamg it to the jaws, and with one 
flap of his big tail he would loose his giip, roll over 
and over, and smk, surrounded by a writhing crowd 
of his fellows, by whom he was speedily reduced into 
digestible fragments 

The condition of the Cachalot's deck was now some- 
what akm to chaos From the cabin dooi to the try- 
w'orks there was hardly an mch of available space, and 
the oozmg oil kept some of us contmually baling it up, 
lest it should leak out through the interstices in the 
bulwarks. In order to a^old a breakdown, it became 
necessary to diinde the crew into sLv-hour w atches, as 
although the work was exceedmgly urgent on account 
of the weather, there were evident signs that some of 
the crew were perilously near giving in So we got 
rest none too soon, and the good effects of it were soon 
apparent The w'ork went on with much more celenty 
than one would hare thought possible, and soon the 
lumbei'ed-up decks began to resume their normal 
appearance 

As if to exasperate the “old man” beyond measure 
on the third day of our operations a great school of 
sperm whales appeared, dispoitmg all around the ship, 
apparently conscious of our helplessness to mterfei-e 
with them Notwithstandmg our extraordinary haul 
Captain Slocum went black with impotent rage, andj 
aftei glowermg at the sportive monsters, beat a retreat 
below, unable to bear the sight any longer During 
his absence we had a rare treat The whole school 
surrounded the ship, and performed some of the 
strangest evolutions imagmable As if instigated by 
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one common impulse, they all elevated their massive 
1 leads above the surface of the sea, and remamed for 
some time in that position, solemnly bobbmg up and 
doivn amid the glittering wavelets like movable boulders 
of black rock Then, all suddenly reversed themselves, 
and, elevating their broad flukes m the air, commenced 
to beat them slowly and rhythmically upon the water, 
like so many machines Being almost a perfect calm, 
e^ ery movement of the great mammals could be plainly 
seen , some of them even passed so near to us that wo 
could see how the lowei jaw hung down, while the 
animal was swimmmg m n normal position. 

For over an hour they thus paraded around us, and 
then, as if startled by some hidden danger, suddenly 
headed off to the westward, and in a few mmutes were 
out of our sight 

"We cruised in the vicmity of the Comoro Islands for 
two months, never quite out of sight of the mountam 
Wilde the weather was clear Durmg the whole of that 
time we were never clear of od on deck, one catch 
always succeeding another before there had been time 
to get cleared up Eight hundred barrels of od were 
added to our cargo, malung the undisciplined hearts of 
all to whom whaling was a novel employment beat 
high •svith hopes of a speedy completion of the cargo, 
and consequent return Poor innocents that we were ! 
How could we know any better ^ According to Goliath, 
with whom I often had a fnendly chat, this was quite 
out of the ordinary run to have such luck in the 
“ Channel.” 

“ ’Way back in de dark ages, w’en de whaleships 
war de pincers ob commerce, 'n dey wan’t no worrym , 
poofity-plunkity steamboats a-poundm’ along, ’nough 

ter galley ebery whale clean eout ob dere skm, dey war 

E 
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plenty whalesliips fill np m Uvelve, fifteen, twenty 
monf after leafim’ liome ’N er man lied Ins pick er 
places, too — didn’ liab ter go moseym crroun’ like some 
ol’ kobo lookin’ fei day’s work, ’n prayin' de good Lord 
not ter let urn fine it No, sab , roun yei China Sea, 
coas’ Japan, on de line, off sliore, Vasques, 'mong do 
islan’s, ohmos’ anj'whar, you couldn’ hardl)' git way 
from ’em Neow, I clor ter glory I kamt imagine war 
dey all gone tei, dough n o bin eout only six sei en monf* 
'n got over tousanbai’l below But I bm two year on 
er voy'ge and doan hardly sec a sparm nhale, much less 
catch one But” — and here he whispered mjstenously 
— " dish yei ole man’s de bery debbil’s omi chile, ’n his 
farder lookin’ after him well — daks my 'pimon Only 
yew keep yer head tight shut, an’ nebbei say er \\ ord, 
but keep er lookm’, ’n sure’s death you’ll see” This 
conversation made a deep and lasting impression upon 
me, for I had not before heard even so much as a 
murmur from an ofiicer against the tyranny of the 
skipper Some of the harpooners were fluent enough, 
too 

Yet I had often thought that lus treatment of them, 
considermg the strenuous nature of their toil, and the 
wilhngness with which they woiked as long as they 
had an ounce of energy left, was worth at least a htkLe 
kindness and courtesy on his part 

What the period may have been during n hich whales 
were plentiful here, I do not know, but it was now 
May, and for the last few days we had not seen a 
sohtary spout of any kind Preparations, very slight it 
IS true, were made for departure, but before we left 
those parts we made an interestmg call for water at 
Mohilla, one of the Comoro group, which brought out, 
m unmistakable fashion, the wonderful fund of local 
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kiiowlt-^ge po-^cotrcecl b\ tliese men At the Inrgei ports 
of Johiuiuo nn<l Alnyotte there is n rcgnlnr tnun of poit 
cliarjci-, i^hioh ait: <:oine\ilmt homy, and no tihaleman 
Mould l>e so reckless ns to incur thaso unless driven 
Iheitiio 1)T the nocessil) of obtaining pitivisions , othei- 
wise, the inlands oiler great inducements to tvhalmg 
captains to rail, since none but men liojielcssly mad 
would tentnit: to desert in such jdaccs That qualifi- 
cation is the cliief one foi any jiort to po'^sess in the 
eyes of a wlmling eaplain 

Om slvip{»ci , however, saw no ncccssit) toi entering 
am port Eunning up under the lee of MohiJln, we 
follow’od the land along niitil we came to a tany bight 
on the western side of tlie island, an insignificant inlet 
which no manner in chaige of a \essel like ours could 
he evprciod men to notice, unless he were surveying 
The approaches to this tiiij harbour (sa^c the mark) 
wercterj forbidding. TJgly-looking rocks showed up 
here and there, the smf otei them frequently bhnding 
the whole cntr\ But we came along, in our usual 
leisurely fashion, under two topsails, spanker, and foie- 
lojimast stajsail, and took that ugly passage Idee a 
sailing barge ciitenng tlic Medw ay There was barely 
room to turn round when we got inside, but all sad 
had been taken off her evcopt the spanker, so that her 
way was almost stopped by the time she was fairly 
^vithln the harbour. Down went the anchoi, and she 
was fast — anchored for the first time since lea\ang New 
Bedford seven mouths before Hero we were shut out 
entirely from the outer world, foi I doubt greatly 
wlietber oven a passing dhow coidd have seen ns from 
seaward. We wore not hero for rest, however, but wood 
and w’atei ; so w'hde one party w as supplied with well- 
sharpened axes, and sent on shore to cut down such 
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small trees as vould serve our turn, another party was 
busily employed gettmg out a numbei of big casks for 
the saious busmess of watenng The cooper knocked 
off the second or q^uarter hoops from each of these 
casks, and drove them on agam witlj tuo “ beckets” or 
loops of rope firmly jammed under each of them m 
such a manner that the loops were in line uith each 
other on each side of the buugholo They m ere then 
lowered overboard, and a long rope roi e through all the 
beckets When this was done, the ^\hole number of 
casks floated end to end, upnght and secure We towed 
them ashore to where, by the skipper’s directions, at 
about fifty yards from lugh-water mark, a spnug of 
beautiful water bubbled out of the side of a mass of 
rock, losmg itself m a deep crence below Lovely 
ferns, rare orchids, and trailing plants of many kinds 
surrounded this foiry-like spot in the wnldest profusion, 
making a tan^e of greenery that we had considerable 
trouble to dear away Ha^^ng done so, we led a long 
canvas hose from the spot whence the water flowed 
doivn to the shore where the casks floated The chief 
office!, with great mgenmty, ngged up an arrangement 
whereby the hose, which had a square mouth about a 
foot wide, was held up to the rock, sa^^ng us the labour 
of balmg and filling bj band So we were able to rest 
and admire at our ease the wonderful variety of beautiful 
plants which grew here so In-vnshly, unseen by mortal 
eye from one year’s end to another I have somewhere 
read that the Creator has delight in the beautiful work 
of His will, whereier it may be, and that while our 
egotism w ondei-s at the waste of beauty, as we call it, 
there is no waste at all, smce the Infinite Intelligence 
^n dwell with complacency upon the glories of His 
handiwork, perfectly fulfilling them appointed ends 
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All too soon the pleasant occupation came to an 
end The long row of casks, filled to the brim and 
tiglitly Iranged, weie towed off bj us to the slup, and 
ranged alongside A tackle and pair of "can-hooks" 
was overhauled to the water and hooked to a cask 
"Hoist avayl” And as the cask rose, the beckets 
tliat had held it to the mother-rope were cut, setting it 
quite free to come on board, but lea^mg all the others 
still secure In this vay we took in several thousand 
gallons of water in a few hours, \vith a small expendi- 
ture of labour, free of cost , whereas, had we gone into 
jtfayotle or Johanna, the water would have been bad, 
the pnce high, the laboui great, with the chances of a 
bad \TSitation of fever in the bargam 

The voodmen had a much more aiduous task The 
only ^\ood they could find, vithout cutting down big 
trees, which would ha^e mvolved far too much labour 
in cutting up, was a kmd of iron-wood, which, besides 
being 1 cry lieavy, was so hard ns to take pieces clean 
out of their a\e-edges, when a blow was struck directly 
across the gram As none of them were experts, the 
condition of their tools soon made then work very hard. 
But that they had taken several axes in resen^e, it is 
doubtful whether they would hare been able to get 
sufficient fuel for our purpose "When they pitched the 
wood off the rocks mto the harbour, it sank immediately, 
giving them a great deal of trouble to fish it up agam 
Heither could they raft it as mtended, but were com- 
pelled to load it into the boats and make several 
journeys to and fro befoie all they had cut was shipped. 
Altogether, I was glad that the woodmg had not fallen 
to my share On board the ship fishing had been 
gomg on steadily most of the day by a few hands told 
off for the purpose The result of their sport was 
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splendid, over two Imndred-weiglit of fine fisli of vanons 
sorts, but all eatable, baving been gathered in 

We lay snugly anchored all night, keeping a blight 
look-out for any unwelcome visitors either from land 
or sea, for the natives are not to be trusted, neither do 
the Arab mongrels who cruise about those waters m 
their dhows bear any too good a reputatioiv. We saw 
none, however, and at daylight we weighed and towed 
the ship out to sea with the boats, there being no wmd 
While busy at this umnterestmg pastime, one of the 
boats slipped away, returmng presently with a fine 
turtle, which they had surprised dimng his morning’s 
nap One of the amphibious Portuguese shpped over 
the boat’s side as she neared the sleepmg Spliarga, and, 
dinng deep, came up underneath him, seizmg with 
crossed hands the two hind flippers, and, with a sudden, 
dexterous twist, turned the astonished creature over on 
his back. Thus rendered helpless, the turtle lay on 
the surface feebly waving his flippers, while his captor, 
gently treadmg water, held him m that position till 
the boat reached the pair and took them on hoard 
It was a clever feat, neatly executed, as unlike the 
clumsy efforts I had before seen made with the same 
object as anything could possibly be 

After an bom’s tow, we bad got a good ofiing, and 
a light au spnngmg up, we returned on hoard, hoisted 
the boats, and made sail to tbe northward agam 

With tbe exception of the numerous native dhows 
that crept lazily about, we saw no vessels as we 
gradually drew out of the Mozambniue Channel and 
stood away towards the Line The part of the Indian 
Ocean m which we now found ourselves is much 
dreaded by merchantmen, uho give it a wide berth on 
account of the numerous banks, islets, and dangerous 
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cnrrents '^tli '?\liich it aboiinds We, however, seemed 
quite at home hero, pursuiug the even tenor of onr 
usual way without any special precautions being taken 
A bnght look-out u 0 always Iccpt, of course — none of 
your drowsy lolling about such as is all too common 
on the “fo’lk’sle liead” of many a fine ship, when, 
with lights half tiimmed or not shown at all, she is 
ploughing along blindly at twelve knots or so an hour 
No , while wo were under w'ay during daylight, four 
pairs of keen eyes kept incessant vigil a hundred feet 
above the deck, noting cverytlung, even to a shoal of 
small fish, that crossed withm the range of vision. 
At night wo scarcely moved, but still a vigilant look- 
out was always kept both foie and aft, so that it 
would have been difficult for us to drift upon a reef 
unknowingly 

Creeping steadily northwaid, we passed the Gosmo- 
Icdo gioup of atolls without paying them a visit, which 
was strange, as, from their appearance, no better fishing- 
ground would bo likely to come in our way They are 
little known, except to the wandermg fishermen from 
Hdunion and Eodnguez, who roam about these islets 
and reefs, seeking anything that may be turned mto 
coin, from wrecks to turtle, and m nowise particular as 
to rights of ownership When between the Cosmoledos 
and Astovo, the next island to the northward, we sighted 
a “sohtary” cachalot one morning just as the day 
dawned It was the first for some time — nearly three 
weeks — and being all well seasoned to the work now, 
we obeyed the call to arms with great alacrity Our 
friend was makmg a passage, turnmg neither to the 
nght hand nor the left as he went His risings and 
number of spouts while up, as well as the time he 
remained below, were as regular as the progress of a 
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clock, and conld be connted upon -with quite as much 
certainty 

Bearing in mind, I suppose, tbe general character of 
the whales we had recently met with, only two boats 
weie lowaed to attack the new-comer, who, all un- 
conscious of oui commg, pursued his leisurely course 
imheeding 

We got a good weather-gage of him, and came flying 
on as usual, getting two irons planted m flue style 
But a surpnse awaited us As we sheered up into the 
wmd away from him, Louis shouted, “Fightm’ whale, 
sir , look out for de rush 1 ” Look out, mdeed ? Small 
use m looking out when, hampered as we always were 
at first with the unshippmg of the mast, we could do 
next to nothing to avoid him AYitliout any of the 
desperate floundermgs generally indulged m on first 
feehng the iron, he turned upon us, and had it not been 
that he caught sight of the second mate’s boat, which 
had just amved, and turned his attentions to her, there 
would have been scant chance of any escape foi us 
Leapmg half out of water, he made direct for our 
comrades vuth a 'ngour and ferocity marvellous to see, 
makmg it a no easy matter for them to avoid his 
tremendous rush. Oui actions, at no time slow, were 
consideiably hastened by this display of valour, so that 
before he could turn his attentions m our direction we 
were ready for him Then ensued a really big fight, 
the first, in fact, of my experience, for none of the 
other whales had shown any serious determination to 
do us an mjury, but had devoted all their energies to 
attempts at escape So quick were the evolutions, and 
so savage the appearance of this feUow, that even our 
veteran mate looked anxious as to the possible result 
Without attempting to "sound,” the furious monster 
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kept mostly below the surface , but whenever be rose. 
It was either to dehver a fearful blow with his tail, or, 
with jaws widespread, to try and bite one of our boats 
m half Well was it for us that he was severely handi- 
capped by a malformation of the lower jaw At a 
short distance from the throat it turned off nearly at 
right angles to his body, the part that thus protruded 
sideways bemg deeply frmged with barnacles, and 
plated with big limpets 

Had it not been for this impediment, I verily beheve 
he would have beaten ns altogether As it was, he 
worked us nearly to death with his ugly rushes Once 
he delivered a sidelong blow with his tail, which, as we 
spun round, shore off the two oars on that side as if 
they had been carrots At last the second mate got 
fast to him, and then the character of the game changed 
again Apparently unweaned by his previous exertions, 
he now started off to windward at top speed, with the 
two boats sheenng broadly out upon either side of his 
foammg wake Doubtless because he himself was 
much fatigued, the mate allowed him to run at his 
will, without for the time attempting to haul any closer 
to him, and very grateful the short rest was to us But 
he had not gone a couple of miles before he turned a 
complete somersault in the water, commg up behind us 
to rush off again in the opposite direction at un- 
diminished speed- This move was a startler Bor the 
moment it seemed as if both boats would be smashed 
hke egg-shells against each other, or else that some of 
us would be impaled upon the long lances with which 
each boat’s bow bnstled By what looked like a hand- 
breadth, we cleared each other, and the race continued. 
TJp till now we had not succeeded in gettmg home a 
smgle lance, the foe was becommg waner, while the 
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stiflin was certainly telling upon our neiTcs So 
Mr Count got out Ins bomb-gun, sboutmg at the same 
tune to Mr Cmco to do tbo same They both hated 
these weapons, nor ever used them if they could liolp 
It , but what was to be done ? 

Our chief had hardly got Ins gun inady, before we 
came to almost a dead stop All was silent for just a 
moment , then, Avith a roar like a cataract, up sprang 
the hugh creature, head out, jau \ndo open, coming 
duect for us As coolly as if on the quarter-deok, the 
mate raised his gun, fmng the bomb duectly down the 
great livid cavern of a throat fronting him Down 
went that mountainous head not six mehes from ns, 
hut with a perfectly mdescnbablo motion, a tremendous 
writhe, in fact, np flew the broad tail in air, and a blow 
which might have sufQced to 8ta^ c in the side of the 
ship struck the second mate’s boat fairly amidships 
It was ngbt before my eyes, not sixty feet aivay, and 
the Bight •will haunt me to my death The tub oarsman 
was the poor German baker, about whom I have hitherto 
said nothing, except to note that lie was one of the 
crew That awful blow put an end summarily to all 
his earthly anxieties As it shore obhquely tlirough 
the centre of the boat, it drove his poor body nght 
through her timbers— an undistmgmshablo himdle of 
what was an mstant before a human bomg The other 
members of the crew escaped the blow, and the hai- 
pooner managed to cut the line, so that for the present 
they were safe enough, chnging to the remains of them 
boat, -unless tbe whale should choose to rush across 
them. 

Happily, his mshing was almost over The bomb 
fired by Mr Count, with such fatal result to poor 
V Bamberger, must have exploded nght m the whale’s 
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throat Whether his pievious titanic efforts had com- 
pletely c'^hausted him, 01 whether the bomb had broken 
his raassn 0 backbone, I do not know, of course, but he 
went into no flurry, dying as peacefully as his course 
had been funous Por the first time m my life, I had 
been face to face with a violent death, and I was quite 
stunned with the nirfulness of the experience Mechani- 
cally, as it seemed to me, we obeyed such orders as 
were given, but every man’s thoughts were with the 
slupmate so suddenly dashed from amongst us We 
never san sign of him again. 

While the ship was running down to us, another 
boat had gone to rescue tlie clinging crew of the 
shattered boat, for the whole drama had been witnessed 
from the ship, although they vere not aware of the 
death of the poor German When the sad news was 
told on board, there was a deep silence, all work bemg 
carried on so qiuetly that we seemed like a crew of 
dumb men With a sentiment for which I should not 
have given our gnm skipper credit, the stars and stripes 
were hoisted haK-mast, tellmg the silent sky and 
moamng sea, sole ivituesses besides ourselves, of the 
sudden departure from among us of our poor shipmate 

We got the whale cut in os usual without any 
mcident worth mentiomng, except that the peculiar 
shape of the jaw made it an object of great curiosity to 
all of us wlio were new to the whale-fishmg Such 
maKormations are not very rare They are generally 
thought to occur when the animal is young, and its 
bones soft, but whether done in fighting with one 
another, or m some more mysterious way, nobody knows 
Cases have been known, I beheve, where the deformed 
whale does not appear to have suffered from lack of 
food m consequence of his disability , but m each of the 
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three instances which have come under mj ovrn notice, 
such was certainly not the case These whales Averc 
what IS termed by the whalers "dry-skins,” that is, 
they were in poor condition, the blubber yielding less 
than half the usual quantity of oil The absence of oil 
makes it ver}' hard to cut up, and there is more work 
in one whale of this kmd than in tivo whose blubber is 
nch and soft Another thing which I have also noticed 
IS, that these whales Avere much more difficult to tackle 
than others, for each of them gave us something special 
to remember them by But I must not get ahead of 
my yam 

The end of the week brought us up to the lUdabi-a 
Islands, one of the puzrles of the world For here, in 
these tmy pieces of earth, surroimded b} thousands of 
miles of sea, the nearest land a group of islets bke unto 
them, IS found the gigantic tortoise, and in only one 
other place in the wide world, the Galapagos group of 
islands in the South Pacifia How, or by what strange 
freak of Dame Nature these cunous reptiles, sole sur- 
vivals of another age, should come to be found in this 
lonely spot, is a deep mystery, and one not likely to be 
unfolded now At any rate, there they are, loolang as 
if some of them might be coeval with Noah, so veneiable 
and storm-beaten do they appear 

We made the island early on a Sunday mormn" 
and, wuth the usual celerity, Avorked the vessel into the 
fine harbour, called, from one of the exploring ships 
Euphrates Bay or Harbour The anchor down, and 
everythmg made snug below and aloft, we Avere actually 
allowed a run ashore free from restraint I could hardly 
believe my ears We had got so accustomed to our 
slaiery that liberty was become a mere name, we 
bnrrU-,r ij^ew what to do with It when we got it 
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However, ve soon got used (in a very limited sense) to 
being our own masters, and, each following the bent of 
his inclinations, set out for a ininble My companion 
and I liad not gone far, when we thought we saw one 
of tlie bouldeis, with which the island was liberally 
besprinkled, on the moi e Running up to examine it 
with all the eagerness of children let out of school, we 
found it to be one of the inhabitants, a monstrous tor- 
toise I Iiad seen some big turtle aiound the cays of 
the Gulf of Mexico, but this creature dwarfed them alL 
AVe had no means of actually measuring him, and had 
to keep clear of his formidable-looking jaws, but roughly, 
and withm the mark, he was four feet long by two feet 
SIX mches wide Of course he was much more dome- 
shaped than the turtle are, and consequently looked a 
great deal bigger than a turtle of the same measurement 
would, besides being much thicker through As he was 
loth to stay with us, we made up our minds to go with 
him, for he was evidently makmg for some defimte spot, 
by the tracks he was following, which showed plainly 
how many years that same road had been used Well, 

I mounted on his back, keeping well astern, out of the 
reach of that senous-lookmg head, which, havmg rather 
a long neck, looked as if it might be able to reach round 
and take a piece out of a fellow without any trouble 
He was perfectly amicable, continumg his journey as 
if nothing had happened, and really getting over the 
ground at a good rate, considermg the b’llk and shape 
of him Except for the novelty of the thing, this sort 
of ride had nothmg to recommend it , sol soon tired of 
it, and let him waddle along in peace By foUowmg 
the tracks aforesaid, we arrived at a fine stream of water 
sparkling out of a hillside, and running down a little 
ravine The sides of this gully were worn qmte smooth 
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by the innumerable feet of the tortoises, about a dozen 
of which were now q^mebly crouching at the water^s 
edge, filling themselves up with the cooling fimd. I 
did not see the patnaich upon whom a sailor once 
reported that he had read the legend carved, “ The Ark, 
Captain ISfoaln Ararat for orders ” , perhaps he had at 
last closed his peaceful career But strange and quamt 
as this exhibition of ancient reptiles vas, we had other 
and bettor employment for the bmitcd time at our 
disposoL There were mnumerablc cunous things to 
see, and, unless we were to run the nsk of going on 
board agom and stoppmg there, dinner must be obtamed. 
Eggs of various kinds wore exceedingly plentiful, in 
many places the flats were almost impassable for sitting 
birds, mostly “ boobies." 

But previous expenenco of boobies’ eggs in other 
places had not disposed me to seek them wheie others 
were to he obtained, and as I had seen many of the 
well-known fngate or mon-o’-nar birds hovermg about, 
we set out to the other side of the island m search of 
the breeding-place 

These pecuhai birds are, I thmk, misnamed They 
should he called pirate or buccaneer birds, from their 
maraudmg habits Seldom or never do they condescend 
to fish for themselves, preferring to liover high in the 
blue, their tads opening and closing like a pair of 
scissors as they hang poised above the sea Presently 
hoohy — ^hke some honest housewife who has been a- 
marketing — comes flappmg noisdy home, her maw 
laden with fish for the chicks Down comes the black 
watcher from above with a swoop like an eagle Booby 
puts all she knows mto her flight, but vamly , escape 
13 impossible, so with a despairing shnek she drops her 
load Before it has touched the water the graceful 
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Ouef Im? iiitcrcpptocl it, nnd soared slowly aloft again, 
tn repent the performance as occasion serves. 

Wlicn we ni rived on tlie outer shore of the island, 
we found a large breeding-placo of these birds, but 
totally dificrent to the haunt of the boobies The 
nest'^, if they might be so called, being at best a few 
t%\jg*», were mostly in the hollows of the rocks, the 
number of eggs being two to a nest, on an average 
Tlio eggs wore nearly ns largo as a turkey’s But I am 
reminded of the range of size among tmkeys’ eggs, so 
I must say tlie> u ere considcmbly larger tlian a small 
lurko} s egg Tlioir flavour was most delicate, os much 
so os the eggs of a moor-fed foivl "We saw no birds 
sitting, but here and there the gaunt skeleton forms of 
bmls, who by reason of sickness 01 old ago were imable 
to proMde for themselves, and so sat waiting for death, 
ap|Kjaled most inounifully to usi We went up to some 
of these poor creatures, and ended their long agony, 
but there uerc many of them that wo were ohhged to 
lea%e to Isnlure 

We saw no animals larger than a rat, but there 
were a great many of those ccne-lookmg land-crahs, 
that seemed ns if almost Iiuinnnly intelhgont as they 
scampered about o^'er the sand or through the under- 
grov til, busy about goodness kmovs what The beauti- 
ful cocoa-nut palm was plentiful, so much so that I 
wondered why there were no settlers to collect “ copra,” 
or dried cocoa-nut, for oil My West Indian experience 
came in handy now, for I was able to climb a lofty 
tree in native fashion, and cut dowm a grand bunch of 
green nuts, w'hich form one of tlie most refreshing and 
nutations of foods, as well as a cool and dehcious 
drink Wo had no lino with us, so we took off our 
belts, which, securely jomed together, answered my 
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purpose very 'well With them I made a loop ix)uiid the 
tiee and myself, then as I chmed I pushed the loop up 
with mo, 80 that whenei er I 'wanted a rest, I had only 
to lean back in it, keeping my knees agamst the trunk, 
and I "Was almost as comfortable as if on the ground. 

After gettmg the nuts, 'we made a fire and roasted 
some of our eggs, 'which, with a biscuit or two, made 
a dehghtful meal Then 'no fell asleep under a shady 
tree, upon some soft moss, nor did we ■wake again 
imtil nearly time to go on board A most enjoyable 
swim temunated our day’s outing, and we returned to the 
beach abreast of the slup \ ery pleased inth the excursion. 

We had no adi entiires, found no ludden treasure or 
ferocious ammals, but none the less we thoroughly 
enjoyed ourselves. While we sat waiting for the boat 
to come and fetch us off, we saw a couple of good-sized 
turtle come ashore qmte close to us We kept per- 
fectly still until we 'were sure of being able to intercept 
them As soon as they had got far enough away from 
their native element, we rushed upon them, and captured 
them both, so that when the boat ami ed we weie not 
empty-handed We had also a “jumper,” or blouse, full 
of eggs, and a couple of immense bunches of cocoa-nuts 
When we got on board we felt quite happy, and, foi 
the first time smco lea'ving Amenca, -vie had a little 
smgmg Shall I be laughed at when I confess that 
our musical efforts were confined to Sankey’s hymns ? 
Maj^he, but I do not care Cheap and clap tiap as the 
music may be, it tasted “real good,” as Abner said, and 
I am qmte sure tliat that Sunday night was the best 
that any of us had spent for a very long time 

A long, sound sleep was terminated at dawn, when 
we 'weighed and stood out thi’ough a narrow passage by 
East Island, which was qmte covered 'nnth fine trees— 
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of vrlmt kmd I do not know, but they presented a 
beautiful sight SIjTinds of birds hovered about, busy 
fishiug from the countless schools thatnppled the placid 
sea Beneath ns, at twenty fathoms, the wonderful 
architecture of the coral was plainly lusible through 
the bnlhautly-clear sea, wlule, wherever the tiny 
builders had raised their fairy domain neai the surface, 
an occasional roller nould ciown it with a snowy 
garland of foam — a dazzling patch of white against 
the sapiihire sea Altogethoi, such a panorama was 
spread out at our feet, as we stood gazmg fiom the 
lofty ciow’s-nest, as was worth a jmar 01 two of city 
life to witness I could not help pitjung my companion, 
one of the Portuguese harpooneis,w'hostohdly munched 
his quid with no ej es for any of these glorious pictures, 
no thought of anything but a possible whale in sight 

My silent rhapsoies weie rudely interrupted by 
something far away on the horizon Hardly danng 
to breathe, I strained my eyes, and — yes, it was — " Ah 
blow-w-w -w ' ” I bellowed at the top of my lung-power 
Hevei before had I had the opportunitj’’ of thus dis- 
tmgmshing myself, and I felt a bit sore about it. 

There wms a little obhqmty about the dnection of 
the spout that inade me hopeful, for the cachalot alone 
sends his spout diagonally upward, all the others spout 
vertically It was but a school of kogia, 01 " short- 
headed” cachalots, but as we secured five of them, 
averaging seven barrels each, with scarcely any trouble, 

I felt qmte pleased with myself. We had quite an 
excitmg bit of sport ivith them, they were so lively , but 
as for danger — ^well, they only seemed hke big " black 
fish ” to us now, and we quite enjoyed the fun . They 
were, in all respects, miniature sperm whales, except 
that the head was much shorter and smaller in proportion 
to.the body than them big relations. 



CHAPTER XI 

HOUND THE COCOS AND SEYCHELLES 

Htthehto, witli the exception of a couple of gales m 
the l^orth and South Atlantic, ^ve had been singularly 
fortunate in our weather It does happen so sometiines 
I remember once making a round voyage from 
Cardiff to Hong Kong and the Plulippmes, back to 
London, in ten months, and dunng the whole of that 
time we did not have a dowmight gale The worst 
weather we encountered was between Bcachy Head and 
Portland, going round from London to Cardiff 

And I once spoke the barque LiUtcmortli, a com- 
panion ship to us from Portland, Oregon to Falmouth, 
whose mate informed me that they earned their royals 
from port to port without ever furling them once, 
except to shift the suit of sails But now a change 
was evidently imminent Of course, we forward had 
no access to the barometer, not that we should have 
imderstood its mdications if we had seen it, but we all 
knew that somethmg was going to be radically ivrong 
with the weather For instead of the lovely blue of 
the sky we had been so long accustomed to by day and 
mght, a nasty, greasy shade had come over the heavens, 
which, reflected in the sea, made that look dirty and 
stale also That weU-known appearance of the waves 
before a storm was also very marked, which consists of 
on undecided sort of break in their tops Instead of 

126 



ROUND THE COCOS AND SEYCHELLES 


127 


running regularly, they seemed to hunch themselves 
up in little heaps, and tlirow off a tiny flutter of spray, 
which generally fell in the opposite direction to what 
little wind there was The pigs and fowls felt the 
approaching change keenly, and manifested the greatest 
uneasiness, leaving their food and actmg strangely 
We were making scarcely any headway, so that the 
storm was longer makmg its appearance than it would 
have been had we been a swift clipper ship r unnin g 
dowm the Indian Ocean Por two days we were kept 
in suspense , but on the second night the gloom began 
to deepen, the ivind to moan, and a very uncomfortable 
“jobble” of a sen got up Extra “gaskets” were put 
upon the sails, and ever}'thing movable about the decks 
was made as secure as it could be Only the two close- 
reefed topsails and two storm stay-sails were earned, 
so that wo were m excellent tnm for fightmg the bad 
weather when it did come The sky gradually darkened 
and assumed a livid green tmt, the effect of which was 
most peculiar 

The ivind blew fitfully in short gusts, veermg con- 
tmually back and forth over about a quarter of the 
compass Although it was still light, it kept up an 
incessant mournful moan not to be accounted for in 
any way Darker and darker grew the heavens, although 
no clouds were visible, only a general pall of darkness 
Glimmering lightmngs played contmually about the 
eastern horizon, but not brilliant enough to show us the 
approaching storm-cloud. And so came the morrung 
of the third day from the beginning of the change. 
But for the clock we should hardly have known that 
day had broken, so gloomy and dark was the sky At 
last hght came in the east, but such a light as no one 
would wish to see It was a lund glare, such as may 
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be seen playing over a cupola of Bessemer steel vrhan 
tbe speigeleisen is added, only on such an extensile 
scale that its brilliancy vras dulled into horror Then, 
beneath it ive saiv the mountainous clouds fnnged inth 
dull violet and inth jagged sabres of lightning darting 
fix)m their solid black bosoms The vnnd began to rise 
steadily but rapidly, so that by eight a m it ivas blow- 
ing a furious gale from E N E In direction it was 
still unsteady, the ship coming up and falling off to 
it several points Eois, great masses of tom, ragged 
cloud hurtled past us above, so low down ns almost to 
touch the mastheads Still the wind increased, still 
the sea rose, till at last the skipper judged it well to 
haul down the tiny triangle of storm stay-sail still set 
(the topsail and foro stay-soil had been furled long 
before), and let her drift imder bare poles, except for 
three square feet of stout canvas in the weather mizon- 
riggmg The loar of the wind now dominated every 
sound, so that it might have been thundering furiously, 
but we should not have heard it The ship stdl main- 
tained her splendid character as a sea-boat, hardly 
shipping a drop of water , but she lay over at a most 
distressing angle, her deck sloping off fuUy thirty-five 
to foity degrees Fortunately she did not roll to wind- 
ward It may have been raining m perfect torrents, 
but the tempest tore off the surface of the sea, and sent 
it m massive sheets contmuaUy flying over us, so that 
we could not possibly have distmguished between fresh 
water and salt 

The chief anxiety was for the safety of the boats 
Early on the second day of wammg they had been 
hoisted to the topmost notch of the cranes, and secured 
^ thoroughly as experience could suggest , but at every 
lee lurch we gave it seemed as if we must dip them 
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umlcr ^v{^tcr^ ^\hile the wind Ihrcnteucd to stave the 
’v\ca(hcr ones in by its actual ■solid Aveight. It was noiv 
blousing n furious cyclone, the force of winch has ne^e^ 
been accurately gaugccl (e^cn b) the pressent elaborate 
instruments of various kinds in use). Tlmt force is, 
however, not to be imagined by any one who has not 
witnessed it, except that one notable instance is on 
record by w hich mathematicians maj* get an nppioximate 
estimate. 

Captain Toynbee, the late highly respected and 
admired I^Iannc Superintendent of the Bnlish Jleteoro- 
logical Office, has told ns how, dimng a cyclone which 
he rode out in the Hotspur at Sandhends, the mouth of 
the Hooghl} , the three naked topgallant-masts of his 
slup, though of well-tested timber a foot in diameter, 
and supjxtried hj all the usual nctwoik of stays, and 
without the yanls, were snapped off aud carried away 
solely by the violence of the wind It must, of course, 
have been an extreme gust, which did not last manj 
seconds, for no cable tlmt was ever forged would have 
held the ship against such a cataclysm as that Tins 
gentleman’s integiiLv is above susiucion, so that no 
exaggeration could be charged ngamst him, and he had 
the additional testimony of his olBceis and men to this 
otherwise incredible fact 

The terrible day wore on, without any lightening of 
the tempest, till noon, when the wnnd suddenly feU to 
a calm Until that time, the sen, although heavy, was 
not vicious or irregular, and wo had not slnpped any 
heavy water at all But when the force of the wnnd 
W'as suddenly withdra-\vn, such a sea arose ns I have 
never seen before or since Inky mountains of water 
raised their savage heads in wildest confusion, smash- 
ing one another in whirlpools of foam It was like a 
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picture of the pnmeval deep out of -v^hich arose the 
ne-^-bom -world Suddenly out of the -whirling black- 
ness overhead the moon appeared, nearly in the zenith, 
sending dovra through the apex of a dome of tom 
and madly gyratmg clond a flood of bnlhant light 
Illumined by that startling radiance, our staunch and 
seaworthy ship was tossed and twirled in the hideous 
vortex of mad sea until her motion -was distracting 
It was quite impossible to loose one’s hold and attempt 
to do anything without running the imminent nsk of 
being dashed to pieces Our decks were full of water 
now, for it tumbled on board at aU points , but as yet 
no senous weight of a sea had fallen upon us, nor had 
any damage been done Such a miracle as that could 
not be expected to contmue for long Suddenly a 
wammg shout rang out from somewhere — “Hold on 
all, for your lives!” Out of the hideous turmoil 
around arose, like some black, fantastic rum, an a-wful 
heap of water Higher and higher it towered, until it 
was level with our lower yards, then it broke and fell 
upon us All was blank Beneath that mass every 
thought, every feehng, fled but one — “ How long shall 
I be able to hold my breath ? ” After what seemed a 
never-endmg tune, we emerged from the wave more 
dead than ahve, but with the good ship still staimch 
underneath us, and Hope's lamp bummg brightly 
The moon had been momentarily obscured, but now 
shone out again, bghtmg up brilliantly our bravely- 
batthng ship But, alas for others! — ^men, like our- 
Bslves, whose hopes were gone Quite near us was 
the battered remamder of what had been a splendid 
ship Her masts were gone, not even the stumps bemg 
'^ble, and it seemed to our eager eyes as if she was 
settlmg do-wn It was even so, for as we looked, 



ROVND THE COCOS AND SEYCHELLES 131 

unmindful of our own danger, she qmetly disappeared 
— swallowed up with her human fi. eight m a moment, 
like a pebble dropped mto a pond 

While we looked with hardly beatmg hearts at the 
place where she had sunk, all was blotted out in thick 
darkness agam With a roar, as of a thousand thunders, 
the tempest came once more, but from the opposite 
direction now As we were imder no sail, we ran little 
nsk of bemg caught aback, but, even had we, nothing 
could have been done, the vessel bemg utterly out of 
control, besides the impossibility of gettmg about It 
so happened, however, that when the storm burst upon 
us agam, we were stem on to it, and we drove steadily 
for a few moments until we had time to haul to the 
wind agam Great heavens ! how it blew 1 Surely, I 
thought, this cannot last long — ^just as we sometimes 
say of the ram when it is extra heavy It did last, 
however, for what seemed an mtermmable tune, 
although any one could see that the sky was gettmg 
kmdlier Gradually, imperceptibly, it took off, the 
sky cleared, and the tumult ceased, until a new day 
broke m untellable beauty over a revivified world 
Years afterwards I read, m one of the hand-books 
treatmg of hurricanes and cyclones, that “ m the centre 
of these revolvmg storms the sea is so violent that few 
ships can pass through it and live ” That is true talk 
I have been there, and bear witness that but for the 
build and sea-kmdlmess of the Cachalot, she could not 
have come out of that homble cauldron agam, but 
would have jomed that nameless unfortunate whom we 
saw succumb, “never agam heard of” As it was, we 
found two of the boats stove m, whether by breakmg 
sea or crushing wmd nobody knows Most of the 
planking of the bulwarks was also gone, burst outward 
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by the weight of the water on deck Only the normal 
quantity of water was found in the well on sounding, 
■and not even a rope-yarn was gone from aloft Alto- 
gether, we came out of the ordeal triumphantly, where 
many a gallant vessel met her fate, and the behaviour 
of the grand old tub gave me a positive affection for 
her, such as I have never felt for a ship before or since 

There was now a big heap of work for the carpenter, 
so the skipper decided to run in for the Cocos or 
Keehng Islands, in order to lay quietly and refit We 
had now onlj tliree boats sound, the one smashed when 
poor Bambei’ger died being stiU unfinished — of course, 
the repairs had practically amounted to rebmlihng. 
Therefore we kept away for this strange assemblage 
of reefs and islets, arriving off them early the next day 

They consist of a true “ atoll,” or basm, v hose run 
IS of coral reefs, culminating occasionally in sandy 
islands or cays formed by the accumulated debris 
washed up from the reef below, and then clothed 
upon with aU sorts of plants by the agency of bu-ds 
and waves 

These islands have lately been so fully described in 
many different journals, that I shall not burden the 
reader with any twice-told tales about them, hut merely 
chromcle the fact that for a week we lay at anchor off 
one of the ontlymg cays, toihng continuously to get 
the vessel again in fightmg trim 

At last the overworked carpenter and his crew got 
through their heavy task, and the order was given to 
" man the windlass ” Up came the anchor, and away 
we went agam towards what used to be a noted haunt 
of the sperm whale, the Seychelle Archipelago Before 
the French, whose flag flies over these islands, had 
■with tbeir usual short-sighted policy, clapped on 
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prohibitive port charges, Mahe vras a specially favoured 
place of call for the whaleis But when whale-ships 
find that it does not pay to visit a place, being under 
no compulsion as regards time, they soon find other 
harbours that serve then turn We, of coiu’se, had no 
need to visit any port for some tune to come, havmg 
made such good use of our opportunities at the Cocos 
We found whales scaice and small, so, although we 
crmsed in this vicmity foi nearly two months, six 
smaU cow cachalots weie aU we were able to add to 
our stock, representing less than two hundred arre s 
of oil This was hardly good enough for Capt^ 
Slocum Therefore, we gi-aduaUy drew away from this 
beautiful cluster of islands, and crept across the Indian 
Ocean towards the Straits of Malacca On t e way, 
we one mght enounteied that strange phenomenon, a 
“ Ttnlk ” sea It was a lovely night, with scarcely any 
wmd, the stars trying to make up for the a isence 0 
the moon by shining "with intense bng tness 

water had been more phosphorescent than usual, so 

that every little fish left a track of lig ^ ® ' 

greatly disproportionate to his size As t e nij, 

L, the bL grew brighter and brighter, until by 

midnight we appealed to be sailmg on an 
lambent flames Every little wave that teoke a^mat 
the ship's side sent up a shower of li 

wonderfully beautiful to see, while a p and 

porpoises fairly set the sea ^knJup from sea 

gambolled m its glowing waters Loo ° i i „ 

to sky, the latter seemed quite black 

and the lustre of the stars was ami 

only looked like pomts of polished stee , a 

lost for the time their radiant sparkle In tha S 

flood the blackness of the ship stoo ou m 



134 'THE CRUISE OF THE “CACHALOT'' 

contrast, and -when -we looked over the side our faces 
were strangely lit up by the bnlhant glow 

For several hours this beautiful appearance per- 
sisted, fading away at last as gradually as it came 
Ko satisfactory explanation of this curious phenomenon 
has ever been given, nor does it appear to portend any 
change of weather It cannot be called a rare occur- 
rence, although I have only seen it thnce myself — 
once m the Eay of Cavit6, in the Philippme Islands , 
once in the Pacific, near the Solomon Islands , and on 
this occasion of which I now wiate But no one who 
had ever witnessed it could forget so wonderful a sight 
One morning, a week after we had taken our 
departure from the Seychelles, the officer at the mam 
crow’s-nest reported a vessel of some sort about five 
miles to the ^vlndward Something strange in her 
appearance made the skipper haul up to mtercept her 
As we drew nearer, we made her out to be a Malay 
“ prahu , ” but, by the look of her, she was deserted 
The big three-cornered sail that had been set, hung m 
tattered festoons from the long, slender yard, which, 
without any gear to steady it, swung heavily to and fro 
as the vessel rolled to the long swell We drew closer 
and closer, but no sign of hfe was visible on board, so 
the captam ordered a boat to go and investigate 

In two minutes we were speedmg away towards her, 
and, making a sweep round her stem, prepared to board 
her But we were met by a stench so awful that Mr 
Count would not proceed, and at once returned to the 
ship The boat was quickly hoisted again, and the 
ship manoeuvred to pass close to wmdward of the 
derehct Then, from our ihast-head, a horrible sight 
became visible Lying about the weather-beaten deck, 
in various postures, were thirteen corpses, all for 



J^OL'XD THE COCOS AND SEYCHELLES 135 

nfl\nncc(i in decay, Avhicli liomble fact fully accounted 
for llie intoli*rable stench that had driven us away It 
i‘», perhaps, hardly neces'^ary to say that ue promptly 
hauled our md, and placed a good distance between us 
and that awful load of death as soon ns possible Poor 
wretches J \Miat lomble calamity had befallen them, we 
could not guec^ , whatever it was, it had been eomplete , 
nor would any '^anc man falling acioss them iim the 
n^k of clu^^er examination into details than we had done 
It was a greet pity that we w'cie not able to smk the 
prahu w ith her ghastly cargo, and so fi-ee the air from 
tlial poisonous foctor that was a deadly danger to any 
vessel get, ling under her lee 

Next day, and for a whole week after, we had a 
stark calm — such a calm as one realizes who reads 
sjTiipitlictically that magical piece of w'oik, the ‘‘i\jicient 
IMannor” ’\^niat an amazing instance of the triumph 
of the human imagiuation ! Foi Coleridge certamly 
ne\cr witnessed such a scene as he there desenbes with 
an accuracy of detail tliat is astounding Very few 
sailors have noticed the sickening condition of the ocean 
wlien the lIfc-gl^ ing breeze totally fads for any length 
of time, or, if they have, they have said but little aboiit 
It Of course, some parts of the sea show the evil 
effects of stagnation much sooner than others, but, 
generally speaking, want of wind at sea, if long continue , 
produces a condition of things dangerous to the bealtn 
of any land near by Wbale-sbips, penetrating as tuey 
do to parts carefuUy avoided by ordinary trading vessels, 
often afford them crews an opportunity of seemg 
mostly hidden from the sight of man, when, actuated 
by some mysterious impulse, the uncanny enizens 
the middle depths of the ocean rise to lug er eve , an 
show their weird shapes to the sun 



CHAPTER XII 

■WHICH TBEA.TS OF THE KRA.KEN 

It has often, been a matter for considerable surprise to 
me, that "while the urban population of Great Britain is 
periodically agitated over the great sea-serpent question, 
sailors, as a class, have veiy little to say on the suljject 
Durmg a considerable sea experience m all classes of 
vessels, except men-of-'war, and in most positions, I 
have heard a fairly comprehensive catalogue of subjects 
brought under dog-'watch discussion , but the sea-serpent 
has never, "withLn my recollection, been one of them 
The reasons for this abstmence may vary a great 
deal, but chief among them is — sailors, as a class, " don’t 
beheve m no such a pussoii ” More than that, they do 
beheve that the mythical sea-serpent is “ boomed ” at 
certain periods, m the lack of other subjects, -which 
may not be far from the fact But there is also another 
reason, involvmg a disagreeable, although strictly ac- 
curate, statement Sailors are, agam taken as a class, 
the least observant of men They wiU talk by the hour 
of tn-vialities about which they know nothing , they will 
spm mtermmable " differs ” of debaucheries ashore all 
over the world , pick to pieces the reputation of all the 
officers with whom they have ever sailed , but of the 
glones, marvels, and mysteries of the mighty deep you 
■will hear not a word I can never forget when on my 
rsfc voyage to the West Indies, at the age of twelve, I 
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wns ono iiiglit simtteu witli awo n-ad wonder at the 
sight of a vist halo round tlic moon, some thirty or 
fort} deginos in diameter. Turning to the man at the 
wheel, I asked him earnestly “ what ihat was ” He 
looked up with an imintcrested eye for an instant in the 
direction of my finger, then listlessl} informed me, 
"Tliat’s what the} call a sarcle” For a long time I 
wondered what he could mean, but it giadually dawned 
upon me that it was his Norfolk pionunciation of the 
w Old " circle ” The definition w ns a typical one, no worse 
than would be given by the great mniority of seamen 
of most of tlic natural phenomena they witness daily 
Very few seamen could distmgiush between one whale 
and another of a difiereut species, 01 gi% e an mtelhgible 
account of the most ordmniy and ofton-seen demzens of 
the sea Whalers are e'jpccially to bo blamed for then 
blindness. "Eyes and no E}es, 01 the Art of Seeing 
has o^^dently been little heard ol among them 0 
this day I can conceive of no more dobghtful journey 
for a naturalist to take than a voyage m a southern 
whaler, especially if he were allow^ed to e\amme at 
leisure such creatines as were caught But on om 
the Cachalot I could get no information at all upon e 
habits of the strange creatures we met ivith, e\cep 


whales, and very httle about them 

I have before referred to the great molluscs 
which the sperm w'hale feeds, poibons of w' ic 
frequently saw ejected fiom the stomac 0 ^ ® 

whales Great as my curiosity naturally was 
more of these immense organisms, au | , i 

the subject were fxmtless These veterans 0 
fishery knew that the sperm whole lived on 
fish , but they neither knew, nor cared to ow, 
more about these marvellous molluscs j 
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earliest daxm of iustoiy, observant men have been 
stnvmg to learn sometbmg definite about the inanne 
monsters of nbicb all old legends of tlie sea ha^o some- 
thing to say 

As I mentioned in the last chapter, vre \\'8re 
gradually edging across the Indian Ocean towards 
Sumatra, but had been checked in our course by a 
calm lastmg a whole week A light breeze then 
sprang up, aided by which we crept around Achm 
Head, the northern point of the ginat island of 
Sumatra Like some gigantic beacon, the enormous 
mass of the Golden Mountain dominated the peaceful 
scene Pulo "Way, or Water Island, looked verj'’ 
inmtmg, and I should have been glad to lusit a place 
so well known to seamen by sight, but so little known 
by actual touching at Our recent stay at the Cocos, 
however, had settled the question of our calling any- 
where else for some time decidedly in the negative, 
unless we might be compelled by accident , moreover, 
even in these days of law and order, it is not wise to 
go pokmg about among the islands of the Malayan seas 
unless you are prepared to fight Our mission being 
to fight whales, we were averse to running any risks, 
except in the lawful and necessaiy exercise of our 
caUmg 

It would at first sight appear strange that, in now 
of the enormous traffic of steamships through the 
Malacca Straits, so easily “ gallied ” a creature as the 
cachalot should care to frequent its waters , indeed, I 
should certainly thmk that a great reduction in the 
numbers of wbales found there must have taken place 
But it must also be remembered, that in modem steam 
navigation certam well-defined courses are laid down, 
■winch vessels follow from point to point with hardly 
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/in\ deviation (herefrom, and that consequently little 
(hstuihmce of the sea h}* their panting propellers 
ia'kes place, c'-cept ui>on these marine pathivajs, os, 
for instance, in the Ited Sea, ivhere the examination 
of thousands of log-hoolcs pioied conclusively that, 
except upon straight lines drawn from point to pomt 
hotuoen Suer to Pcmii, the sea is practically unused 
lo-da} 

The few Arab dhows and loitering surveying ships 
hardh count in this connection, of course At any 
rale, we liad not entered the straits, hut were cruising 
between Gar jSTicobar and Junksejlon, when we "met 
up” with a full-giown cachalot, ns ugly a customer as 
one could w isli Trom nine a m till dusk the battle 
raged — for I haie often noticed that unless you loll 
} our whale pretty soon, he gels so wary, as well as 
tierce, that you stand a gaudy chance of being worn 
dowui } ourselves before you settle accounts ■with your 
ad\ersary Tins affau certmnly looked at one time as 
if such V. ould lie the case ^vith us , but along about 
five p m , to our great joy, we got him killed The 
elected food was in masses of enoi’mous size, largei 
than any we had yet seen on the voyage, some of them 
hemg estimated to be of the size of our hatch-house, 
VIZ 8 feet y G feet x 6 feet The w hale haimg been 
secured alongside, aU hands were sent below, as they 
w ere "v orn out w ith the day’s work The third mate 
being ill, I had been invested "With the questionable 
honour of standmg his watch, on account of my sea 
experience and growmg favour "With the chief Very 
bitterly did I resent the pn'vilege at the time, I re- 
member, bemg so tired and sleepy that I knew not how 
to keep awake I did not imagme that anythmg would 
happen to make me prize that night’s experience for 
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the rest of my life, oi I should have taken matters with 
a far better grace 

At about eleven pm I was leaning over the lee 
rail, gazmg steadily at the blight surface of the sea, 
where the mtense mdiance of the tiopical moon made 
a broad path hke a pavement of burnished sih er E} es 
that saw not, min d only confusedly conscious of my 
surroundings, were mme , but suddenly I started to 
my feet with an exclamation, and stared with all my 
might at the strangest sight I ever saw There u as a 
\’iolent commotion m the sea nght uhero the moon’s 
rays were concentrated, so great that, remembering oui 
position, I was at first mclined to alarm all hands , for 
I had often heard of volcanic islands suddenly lifting 
their heads from the depths below, or disappearmg 
m a moment, and, with Sumatra’s cham of active 
volcanoes so near, I felt doubtful mdeed of what was 
now happemng Gretting the night-glasses out of the 
cabm scuttle, where they were always hung in readi- 
ness, I focussed them on the tioubled spot, perfectly 
satisfied by a short exammation that neither volcano 
nor earthquake had anything to do with what was gomg 
on , yet so vast were the forces engaged that I might 
well have been excused for my first supposition A 
very large sperm whale was locked m deadly conflict 
with a cuttle-fish, or squid, almost as large as himself, 
whose mtermmable tentacles seemed to enlace the 
whole of his great body The head of the whale 
especially seemed a perfect net-work of writhmg arms 
naturally, I suppose, for it appeared as if the whale 
had the tail part of the mollusc m his jaws, and, in a 
husmess-like, methodical way, was sawing through it 
Sy the side of the black columnar head of the whale 
, appeared the head of the great squid, as awful an object 
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ns one could well imagine even in a fe\ercd dream 
Judging as carcfull}* as possible, I estimated it to be at 
least ns large ns one of our pipes, wbicli contained tlnee 
hundred and fifty gallons , but it may have been, and 
probably was, a good deal laiger Tlie eyes were veiy 
leraaikablo from Iheu si2e and blackness, vhich, con- 
trasted inth the livid uhiteness of the head, made their 
a^>poarance all the more staking They weie, at least, 
a foot m diameter, and, seen undei such conditions, 
looked deoidedly eerie and hobgoblm-like All around ‘ 
the comliatants wero numerous shaiks, hke jackals 
round a lion, icady to share the feast, and appaiently 
.I'^sisting in the destniction of the huge cephalopod So 
the titanic stiaigglc went on, in perfect silence as fai as 
we were conceined, because, e^en bad there been any 
noise, oni distance fiom the scene of conflict would not 
have permitted us to heai it 

Thinking that such a sight ought not to be missed 
by the captain, I o^ercame my (head of him sufficiently 
to call him, and teU him of what was taking place 
He met my remarks with such a furious burst of angei 
at my danng to distuib him for such a cause, that I 
fled piecipitately on deck agam, ha\mg the remaindei 
of the vision to myself, for none of the others caied 
sufficiently for such things to lose five mmutes’ sleep 
111 witnessing them The conflict ceased, the sea 
resumed its placid calm, and nothmg remamed to 
tell of the fight but a strong odour of fish, as of a 
bank of seaweed left by the tide in the blazmg sun 
Eight bells struck, and I went below to a tioubled 
sleep, wherem all the arvful monster's that an over- 
everted brain could conjure up pursued me through the 
gloomy caves of ocean, or mocked my pigmy efforts to 
escape 



142 


THE CRUISE OF THE '^CACHALOT" 


The occasions upon which these gigantic cuttle-fish 
appear at the sea surface must, I think, be ^ ery rare 
From their construction, they appear fitted only to 
grope among the rocks at the bottom of the ocean 
Thar mode of progression is backward, by the forcible 
ejection of a jet of w atei fiom an onfico in the neck, 
besides the rectum or cloaca Consequently their nor- 
mal position 13 head-downward, and with tentacles 
spiead out hke the nbs of an umbrella — eight of them 
at least, the two long ones, like the antennm of an 
msect, rove unceasmgly aroimd, seeking prey 

The imagmation can hardly picture a more terrible 
object than one of these huge monsters brooding m the 
ocean depths, the gloom of his surroundings inci-eased 
by the inky fluid (sepia) which he secretes in copious 
quantities, every cup-shaped disc, of the hundreds with 
which the restless tentacles are furnished, ready at the 
slightest touch to gnp whatever is near, not only by 
suction, but by the great claws set all round withm its 
circle And m the centre of this net-work of living 
traps is the chasm-like mouth, with its enormous parrot- 
beak, ready to rend piecemeal whatever is held by the 
tentaculte The very thought of it makes one’s flesh 
crawl Well did Michelet term them “the insatiable 
nightmares of the sea." 

Tet, but for them, how would such great creatures 
as the sperm whale be fed? Unable, from their bulk, 
to capture small fish except by accident, and, by the 
absence of a sieve of baleen, precluded jhom subsistmg 
upon the tmy Crustacea which support the Mysticette, 
the cachalots seem to be confined for their diet to 
cuttle-fish, and, from their pomt of view, tlie bigger the 
latter are the better How big they may become in 
the depths of the sea, no man knoweth, but it la 
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uulikely that even the vast specimens seen are fall- 
sized, smce they have only come to the surface under 
abnormal conditions, like the one I have attempted to 
describe, who had evidently been dragged up by his 
relentless foe 

Creatures hke these, who inhabit deep waters, and 
do not need to come to the surface by the exigencies of 
their existence, necessarily present many obstacles to 
accurate mvestigation of their structure and habits, 
but, from the few specimens that have been obtained 
of late years, fairly comprehensive details have been 
compiled, and may be studied m vanous Trench and 
German works, of which the ITatural History Museum 
at South Kensington possesses copies These, through 
the courtesy of the authorities in charge, are easily 
accessible to students who wish to prosecute the study 
of this wonderful branch of the great mollusca family 

When we commenced to cut m our whale next 
morning, the sea was fairly ahve with fish of innumer- 
able kmds, while a vast host of sea-bnrds, as usual, 
waited impatiently for the bieaking-up of the huge 
carcass, which they knew would afford them no end of 
a feast An untoward accident, which happened soon 
after the work was started, gave the waitmg myriads 
immense satisfaction, although the unfortunate second 
mate, whose slip of the spade was responsible, came m 
for a hurricane of vituperation from the enraged skipper 
It was m detachmg the case from the head — always a 
work of difficulty, and requiring great precision of arm 
Just as Mr Cruce made a powerful thrust with his 
keen tool, the vessel roUed, and the blow, missmg the 
score in which he was cutting, fell upon the case instead, 
piercing its side Tor a few mmutes the result was 
unnoticed' amidst the wash of the ragged edges of the 
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cut, but presently a long streak of "wbite, vrax-like 
pieces floating astern, and a tremendous commotion 
among tbe birds, told the story The liquid spermaceti 
was leakmg rapidly from the case, turmng solid as it 
got mto the cool water ITothmg could be done to 
stop the waste, which, as it was a large whale, was not 
less than twenty barrels, or about two tuns of pure 
spermaceti. An accident of this land nevei failed to 
make our skipper almost unbearable m his temper for 
some days afterwards, and, to do him justice, he did 
not discriminate veiy carefully as to who felt his re- 
sentment besides its immediate cause 

Therefore we had all a rough time of it while Ins 
angry fit lasted, which was a whole week, or until all 
was shipshape again. Meanwhile we were edgmg 
gradually through the Malacca Straits and aiound the 
big island of Borneo, never gomg very near the land on 
account of the great and numerous dangers attendant 
upon coastmg in those locahties to any but those 
continually engaged in such a business 

Indeed, all navigation m those seas to sailing vessels 
IS dangerous, and requues the greatest care Often we 
were obliged at a mmute’s notice to let go the anchor, 
although out of sight of land, some rapid current being 
found carrying us swiftly towards a shoal or race, where 
we might come to gnef Yet there was no fuss or 
hurry, the same leisurely old system was contmued, 
and worked as well as ever But it was not apparent 
why we were threading the tortuous and difficult 
waters of the Indian Archipelago No whales of any 
kind were seen for at least a month, although, from our 
leisurely mode of sailing, it was evident that they were 
looked for 

An occasional native craft came alongside, desirous 
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of bartenng fish, which we did not want, being able to 
catch all we needed as readily almost as they were 
rrmt and vegetables we conld not get at such distances 
from land, for the small canoes that lie m wait for 
passmg ships do not of course venture far from home- 



CEQVPTER Xiri 

OFF TO TUE JAPAN J5ROUNDS 

Very tedious and trying -wns our passage nortliivnrd, 
although every effort ivas made by the skipper to 
expedite it Nothing of advantage to our cargo was 
seen for a long time, which, although apparently what 
was to be expected, did not improi o Captain Slocum's 
temper But, to the surprise of all, when we had 
arrived off the beautiful island of Hong Kong, to which 
we approached closely, we “raised” a grand sperm 
whale 

Many hslung-junks were in sight, busily plying 
their trade, and at any other time wo should have been 
much mterested m the c^uamt and cunning deiuces by 
which the patient, wily Chinaman succeeds so admirably 
as a fisherman Our own fishing, for the tune being, 
absorbed all oim attention — the more, perhaps, that we 
had for so long been unable to do anything in that 
line After the usual prelimmanes, we were successful 
m getting fast to the great creature, who immediately 
showed fight So skilful and wary did ho prove that 
Captain Slocum, growing impatient at onr manoeuvring 
with no result, himseK took the field, amiung on the 
scene with the pxr of one who comes to see and conquer 
without more delay He brought with him a weapon 
■which I have not hitherto mentioned, because none 
of the harpooners could be mduced to use it, and 
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consequently it Lad not been mucL in evidence 
Theoretically, it ws an ideal tool for such work, its 
chief drawback being its cumbrousness It was known 
as " Pierce’s darting gun,” being a combination of bomb- 
gun and harpoon, capable of bemg darted at the whale 
like a plain harpoon Its construction was simple , 
indeed, the patent was a very old one A tube of 
brass, thickemng towards the butt, at which was a 
square chamber firmly welded to a socket for receiving 
the pole, formed the gun itself Within the chamber 
aforesaid a mpple protruded from the base of the tube, 
and m line with it The trigger was simply a flat bit 
of steel, like a piece of clock sprmg, which was held 
down by the hooked end of a steel rod long enough to 
stick out beyond the muzzle of the gun three or four 
inches, and held in position by two flanges at the butt 
and muzzle of the barrel On the opposite side of the 
tube were two moie flanges, close together, mto the 
holes of which was inserted the end of a specially made 
harpoon, bavmg an eye twisted m its shank through 
which the whale line was spliced The whole machine 
was fitted to a neat pole, and strongly secured to it by 
means of a “ gun warp,” or short piece of thm hue, by 
which it could be hauled back mto the boat after bemg 
darted at a whale To prepare this weapon for use, the 
barrel was loaded with a charge of powder and a bomb 
similar to those used m the shoulder-guns, the pomt of 
which just protruded from the muzzle An ordmary 
percussion cap was placed upon the nipple, and the 
trigger cocked by placmg the trigger-rod m position 
The harpoon, with the line attached, was firmly set 
mto the socketed flanges prepared for it, and the whole 
arrangement was then ready to be darted at the whale 
m the usual way 
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Supposing tlie fum to be good end tbe force sufficient, 
tbe hai-poon Mould penetrate the blubber until tbe end 
of tbe tiigger-iod was dnven backwards by striking tbe 
blubber, releasing tbe tnggcr and firing tbe gun Tims 
tbe wbale would be harpooned and bomb-lanced at tbe 
same time, and, supposing everj^tbmg to Mork eatis- 
factoiily, lery little more could be needed to finisli bim 
But tbe weapon was so cumbersome and awkward, and 
tbe baipoonors stood in siicb awe of it, that iii tbe 
maiority of cases tbe wbale was either missed alto- 
gether or tbe bai-poon got such sbgbt bold that tbe gun 
did not go ofi, tbe result being generally disastrous 

In tbe present case, boweior, the " Pierce ” gun was 
m tbe bands of a man bv no means ncT\ ous, and above 
ciiticism or blame m case of failure So m ben be sailed 
in to tbe attack, and debiered bis "swashing blow," 
tbe repoit of tbe gun was immediately beard, proinng 
conclusively that a successful stroke bad been made 

It had an mstautaneous and nstomslung effect Xlic 
sorely-wounded monster, with one tremendous expun- 
tion, rolled over and over swift ns thought tow ards bis 
aggressor, btei-aUy bmying tbe boat beneath his vast 
bulk Now, one would have thought surely, upon 
seemg this, that none of that boat's crew would ever 
have been seen again Nevertheless, strange as it may 
appear, out of that seetbmg lather of foam, all six 
beads emeiged again in an instant, but on tbe oilier 
side of tbe great cieature How any of them escaped 
instant violent death w as, and from tbe nature of tbe 
case must e\er remain, an unravelled nijstery, for tbe 
boat was crumbled into innumerable fragments, and 
the three bundled fathoms of line, in a perfect maze of 
entanglement, appeared to be wrapped about tbe "writb- 
ing trunk of the w hale Happily, there were two boats 
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so thnfc tlie^ vreie able very promptly to 
rescue llie sufiercrs from their perilous position in the 
lK)ilnig Aortcv of foam by %\lucli they -were suiroundecl 
^rcanvliilc, the remaining boat had an easv task The 
sliot delivered hr the captain had taken deadly effect, 
the bomb hiiMug entered the creature’s side low down, 
dircctU abaft tlic pectoral fin It must have exploded 
within the caMty of the hovels, from its position, 
causing such extensive injunes as to make even that 
vast ammal's dcotli but a matter of a few moments 
Therefore, we did not run any unnecessary risks, but 
hauled off to a safe distance and qiuetly vatched the 
death-thioes Tlie}'’ were so bnef, tliat in less than ten 
minutes from the time of the accident wo vere busy 
securing the line through the flukes of our pnze 

The vessel was an unusually long time woikmg up 
to us, so slow, in fact, that Mr Count remarked, criti- 
cally, "Shouldn’t vonder if th’ ole man am’t huit, 
the>’re taking tlungs so all-fired easy” By the time 
she had reached us, we had a good few visitors around 
us from the fislung fleet, who caused us no little anxiety 
Tlie Cluncse ha\e no prejudices, they would just as 
soon steal a whale as a hemng, if the conveyance could 
1x5 effected without more trouble or risk to then own 
yellow skins If it involved the killing of a few foreign 
devils — well, so much to the good The slup, however, 
arrived before the fishermen had decided upon any 
active steps, and we got our catch alongside without 
any delay The truth of jMt Count’s forecast was 
V enfied to the hilt, for we found that the captain was 
so badly bruised about the body that he was unable to 
move, while one of the liands, a Portuguese, was injured 
internally, and seemed very bad indeed Had any one 
told us that mormng that we should be sorry to see 

F 2 
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Captain Slocum ^vlth sore bone'5, wc should have scoffed 
at the notion, and some of us ^vould probably have said 
that we should like to have the opportunity of making 
lum smart But under the present circumstances, with 
some hundreds of perfectly ruthless -wretches hovcnng 
around us, looking -with longing eyes at the treasure -a e 
had alongside, we could not help remembering the 
courage and resource so often shown by the skipper, 
and -wished -with all our hearts that vre could ha^ e the 
benefit of them now As soon as dinner was oi or, we 
all “ turned to ” ivith a -vnU to get the whale cut in 
None of us required to be told that to lay all night 
with that whale alongside would be extremely unhealthy 
for us, great douht existing as to whether any of us 
would see morning dawn again There was, too, just a 
possibility that when the carcass, stripped of its blubber, 
was cut adnft, those ravenous cro-a ds u ould fasten upon 
it, and let us go in peace 

All hands, therefore, worked like Trojans There 
was no need to drive us, nor was a single harsh word 
spoken Nothing was heard but the almost incessant 
clatter of the windlass pawls, abrupt monosyllabic 
orders, and the occasional melancholy v ail of a gannet 
overhead. No word had been spoken on the subject 
among us, yet somehow we all reahzed that we were 
workmg for a large stake — no less than our lives 
What I says somebody, withm a few miles of Hong 
Kong ? Oh yes , and even withm Hong Kong harbour 
Itself, if opportunity offers Let any man go down the 
wharf at Hong Kong after sunset, and hail a sampan 
from the hundreds there that are waitmg to he hired 
Hardly will the summons have left his lips before a 
white policeman will be at his side, note-book in hand, 
inquiring his name and ship, and taking a note of the 
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number, u-itb tbo time of lus leaving tbe 
Arlnrf Kotbing perfunctorv' about tbe .pb cither. 
T^t but these precautions bo omitted, and tbo chances 
that the pa«5‘^enger (if ho have aught of value about 
him) mil ever nmve at lus destination are almost ml. 

?n good u ns the progrc'^s made that by five p m we 
were busy at the head, u hilo tbo last few turns of the 
mndlass ucre being taken to complete the skmning of 
the boil} ‘With a long pent-up shout that last piece 
wa‘^ severed and swung inboard, ns the huge mass of 
reeldug flesh floated slowly astern As it drifted away 
we saw the patient watchers who had been waitmg con- 
verging upon It from all quarters, and our hojics rose 
high But thcie was no slackening of our efforts to get 
in the head. By the time it was dark we managed to 
get the junk on board, and by the most CKtraordinary 
efforts lifted the whole remainder of the head high 
enough to make soil and stand off to sen The wmd 
was off the land, the water smooth, and no swoU on, so 
we took no damage from that tremendous weight surgmg 
by our side, thougli, had the worst come to the worst, 
V. e could have cut it adnft 

Wlicn morning dawned we hove-to, the land bemg 
only dimly ^ isiblo astern, and finished taking on board 
our “ head matter ” mthout further mcident The 
danger past, we were all ivell pleased that the captain 
was liolow, for the work proceeded qiute pleasantly 
under the genial rule of the mate Since leavmg port 
we had not felt so comfortable, the work, with aU its 
disagreeables, seeming as nothmg now that we could do 
it without fear and tremblmg Alas for poor J emmy ! 
— as we always persisted m callmg him fiom inability 
to pronounce his pioper name — lus case was evidently 
hopeless. His fellows did their poor best to comfort 
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lus fast-fleeting lionis, one after onotlicr nmnnuniig to 
liuQ tlio prayers of the Church, which, although they 
did not understand them, they evidently heliei ed most 
firmly to have some marvellous power to open the gates 
of paradise and cleanse the sinner 25^otuithstonding 
the gnm fact that their worship was almost pure super- 
stition, it was far more in accordance with the fitness 
of things for a dying man’s surroundings than such 
scenes as I have witnessed in the forecastles of 'merchant 
ships when poor sailors lay a-dying I remember well 
once, when I was second officer of a large passenger 
ship, gouig in the forecastle as she lay at anchor at St. 
Helena, to see a sick man Half the crew were drunk, 
and the beastly kennel m winch they lived was in a 
thick fog of tobacco-smoke and the stale stench of rmn, 
Eibald songs, quarrelling, and blasphemy made a veri- 
table pandemonium of the place I passed quietly 
through it to the sick man’s bunk, and found him — 
deadJ He had passed away in the midst of that, but 
the horror of it did not seem to impress his bemused 
shipmates much 

Here, at any rate, there was quiet and decorum, 
while all that could be done for the poor sufferer (not 
much, from ignorance of how' lie was injured) was done 
He was released from his pain in the afternoon of the 
second day after the accident, the end coming suddenly 
and peacefully The same evenmg, at sunset, the body, 
neatly sewn up in can^'ns, with a big lump of sandstone 
secured to the feet, was brought on deck, laid on a 
hatch at bhe gangway, and covered with the blue, star- 
spangled American Jack Then aU hands were mustered 
in the waist, the ship’s hell was tolled, and the ensign 
m. up halfway 

Hie captain was still too lU to be moved, so the 
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mate stepped forward with a rusty old Common Prayer- 
book m his hands, whereon my vagrant fancy imme- 
diately fastened in frantic endeavour to imagine how 
it came to be there The silence of death was over aU. 
Time, the man was but a unit of no special note among 
us, but death had confened upon him a brevet lank, in 
virtue of which he dommated every thought It seemed 
strange to me that we who faced death so often and 
variously, until natural fear had become deadened by 
custom, should, now that one of our number lay a 
rapidly-conmptmg husk before us, be so tremendously 
impressed by the simple, mevitable fact I suppose it 
was because none of us were able to realize the imma- 
nence of Death until we saw bis handiwork Mr Count 


opened the book, fumbling nervously among the un- 
famihar leaves Then he suddenly looked up, his 
weather-scaned face glowmg a dull bnck-red, and said, 
m a low voice, “ This thmg's too many fer me , kin any 
of ye do it ? Ef not, I guess we’ll hev ter take it as 
read ” There was no response for a moment , then I 
stepped forward, reaching out my hand for the book. Its 
contents were famihar enough to me, for m happy pre- 
arab days I had been a chorister m the old Lock Chapel, 
Harrow Road, and had home my port m the semce so 
often that I thmk even now I could repeat the greater 


part of it 'mc'imnU'i Mr Count gave it me without 
a word, and, trembling like a leaf, I turned to the 
“Bunal Service,” and began the majestic sentences, “I 
am the Resurrection and the lofe, saith the Lord ” I 


did not know my own voice as the wonderful words 
sounded clearly m the still air , but if ever a small body 
of soul-hardened men felt the power of God, it was then 
At the words, “We therefore commit hia body to the 
deep,” I paused, and, the mate making a sign, two of 



154 THE CRUISE OF THE “CACHALOT” 


the harpooners tilted the hatch, from 'which the remams 
shd off into the unknown depths -^nth n dull splosh 
Several of the dead man’s compatriots covered their 
faces, and murmured prayers for the repose of his soul, 
while the team tnclded through their homy fingers But 
matters soon resumed their normal course , the tension 
over, back came the stnngs of hfe into position ngam, 
to play the same old tunes and discords once more 
The captured whale made an addition to our cargo 
of one hundred and ten barrels — a verj' fair haul indeed. 
The harpooners weio disposed to regard this capture as 
auspicious upon opemng the North Pacific, where, m 
spite of the time we had spent, and the lair luck wo 
had experienced m the Indian Ocean, we expected to 
make the chief portion of our cargo 

Our next cruismg-ground is known to whalemen as the 
“ Coast of Japan ” ground, and has certoinl) proved in 
the past the most prohfic fishery of speim whales m the 
whole woild I am mchned now to behev o that there are 
more and larger cachalots to be found m the Southern 
Hemisphere, between the parallels of 33° and 50° South , 
but there the drawback of hea-vy weathei and moun- 
tamona seas severely handicaps the fishermen 

It is somewhat of a misnomer to call the Coast of 
J apan ground by that name, since to he sncccssful you 
should not sight Japan at all, but keep out of range of 
the cold current that sweeps nght across the Pacific, 
skutmg the Phihppmes, along the coasts of the Japanese 
islands as far as the Kunles, and then returns to the 
eastward again to the southward of the Aleutian Archi- 
pelago The greatest number of whales are always 
found m the vicinity of the Bonin and Volcano groups 
of islands, which lie in the eddy formed by the north- 
■ward bend of the mighty current before mentioned. 
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1 hi^ \vmK]crfnl grounfl 'wnp first cnused l)y n London 
Adtilc'-'lnp, the Syn in ISl^, m ben the English branch 
of the p|K:nn hale-hshor}' was m Us prime, and London 
?hip]>ers 'uero proud of the fact that one of thoir number, 
in lhei.’//ff/rr/, liad tlnrty-one }ears liefore first \entured 
around CajMj Horn in puisuit of the cachalot 

-VftcT the advent of the Synn, the Bonins became 
the fa\ourite fi '^lung-ground for both Amencans and 
Bniich, and for man} }ear3 the catch of oil taken 
from the=!e teeming waters nicragcd four thousand tuns 
annually. Tliat the \*alnc of the fishery was main- 
tained at sn high a lei el for o\ er a r|narter of a century 
was doubtless due to the fact that there was a long, self^ 
imposed close season, during winch the whales were quite 
unmolested. Nothmg m the migratory habits of this 
whale, so far as has ei ei been obsen ed, would ha\e pre- 
vented a profitable fislung all the year round , but custom, 
stronger even than profit, oi-damed that whale-slnps 
should nc\er stay too long upon one fishing-ground, 
hut move on farther until the usual round had been 
made, unless the vessel were filled in the mean time 

Of course, them aie whales whose habits lead them 
at ceitain seasons, for hreedmg purposes, to frequent 
various groups of islands, but the cachalot seems to 
be quite impartial in his preferences, if he “uses” 
around certain waters, he is just as likely to be foimd 
there in July as January 

The Bonins, too, form an ideal calling-place, from 
the whalmg captain’s point of view Peel Island, the 
principal one of the cluster, has a perfect harbour on 
Port Lloyd, where a vessel can not only lie m comfort, 
sheltered from almost every wmd that blows, but yhere 
provisions, wood, and water are plentiful There is no 
inducement, or indeed room, for desertion, and the place 
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IS healthy It is colonized by Jops from the kingdom bo 
easily reached to the ^vestward, and the bnsy little people, 
after their manner, make a short stay very agreeable 

Once clear of the southern end of Formosa we had 
q^uite a rapid run to the Bonins, cnrrjTUg a press of sail 
day and night, as the skipper was anxious to arrne 
there on account of his recent injuries He was still 
1 ery lame, and he feared that some damage might have 
been done to him of which he was ignorant Besides, 
It was easy to see that he did not altogether like anybody 
else being m charge of his slup, no matter how good 
they wein Such was the expedition ve made that we 
amved at Port Lloyd tuelve davs after cloanng up our 
last whale Yerj- beautiful mdeed the island, appeared, 
vnth their bold, steep sides clad m nchest green, or, 
where no legetatiou appeared, worn into a thousand 
fantastic shapes by the sea or the mountain torrents 
carving away the lava of which tbej u ere all composed 
For the whole of the islands v ere volcanic, and Port 
Lloyd itself is nothing more than the crater of a vast 
volcano, which in some tremendous convulsion of nature 
has sunk from its formei lugh estate low enough to 
become a hav en for ships 

I have said that it was a perfect harbour, but there 
is no doubt that getting m or out requires plenty’ of 
nerve as well as seamanship There was so little 
room, and the eddying flaws of wind under the high 
land were so baffling, that at various times during onr 
passage m it appeared as if notlung could prevent ns 
from getting stuck upon some of the adjacent bimgiy- 
looking coral reefs Nothing of the land happened, 
however, and we came comfortably to an anchor near 
three other whale-ships which were already there They 
f'ere the Exego JRamvrcz, of Nantucket , the Cormd, of 
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Providence, Hbode Island, and tbe Grampus, of New 
Bedford These were the first whale-ships we had yet 
seen, and it may be imagined how anxious we felt to 
meet men with whom we could compare notes and 
exchange yarns It might be, too, that we should 
get some news of that world which, as far as we 
were concerned, might as well have been at the other 
extremity of the solar system for the last year, so 
completely isolated had we been 

The sails were hardly fast before a boat from each 
of the ships was alongside with them respective skippers 
on board The extra exertion necessary to pilot the 
ship in had knocked the old man up, m his present 
weak state, and he had gone below for a short rest , so 
the three visitors dived down into the stufiy cabin, all 
anxious to mterview the latest comer Considerate 
always, Mr Count allowed us to have the remamder of 
the day to ourselves, so we set about entertammg our 
company It was no 3oke twelve of them conung upon 
us all at once, and babel ensued for a short time They 
knew the system too well to expect refreshments, so we 
had not to apologize for having nothing to set before 
them They had not come, however, for meat and 
drmk, but for talk And talk we did, sometimes 
altogether, sometimes rationally, but I doubt whether 
any of us had ever enjoyed talking so much before 
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LIBEUTY DA.Y — AlHJ AFTER 

There is generally current among seamen a notion that 
all masters of sMps are bound by law to give theix 
crews twenty-four hours’ libexty and a portion of then 
wages to spend eveiy three months, if they are in port 
I have never heard any authority quoted for this, and 
do not know what foundation there is for such a belief, 
although the practice is usually adhered to m English 
ships But American whale-ships apparently know no 
law, except the will of their commanders, whose con- 
venience IS always the first consideration. Thns, we 
had now been afloat for well over a year, dnnng which 
tune, except for our foraging excursions at the Cocos 
and Aldabra, we had certainly known no liberty for a 
whole day 

Our present port being one where it was impossible 
to desert without the certainty of prompt recapture, 
with subsequent suffering altogether disproportionate 
to the offence, we were told that one watch at a tune 
would he allowed their liberty for a day So we of the 
port watch made our simple preparations, received 
twenty-flve cents each, and were turned adnft on the 
beach to enjoy ourselves "We had our liberty, but we 
didn’t Icnow what to do with it There was a native 
town and a couple of low groggenes kept by Chinamen, 
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■where some of my shipmates promptly mvested a 
portion of their "wealth in some homble hquor, the 
smell of -which -was enough to make an ordmary indi- 
■vidual sick There was no place apparently -wheie one 
could get a meal, so that the prospect of our stay 
ashore lastmg a day did not seem very great. I 
■was fortunate enough, ho-wever, to foregather -with a 
Scotchman -who ■was a beach-comber, and consequently 
" kne-w the ropes ” I dare say he was an unmitigated 
blackguard whenever he got the chance, but he was 
certainly on his best behaviour •with me He took me 
into the country a bit to see the sights, which were 
such as most of the Pacific islands afford ‘Wonderful 
mdeed were the fantastic rocks, t-wisted into innumer- 
able grotesque shapes, and, along the shores, hollowed 
out mto caverns of all sizes, some large enough to 
shelter an army He was quite familiar -with the 
natives, understanding enough of their queer lingo to 
get along By his friendly aid we got some food — 
yams, and fish cooked m native fashion, ^ e in heated 
holes m the ground, for which the friendly Kanakas 
would take no payment, although they looked mur- 
derous enough to be cannibals It does not do to go 
by looks always 

Well, after a long ramble, the Scotchman and I laid 
our weary bodies down m the shade of a big rock, and 
had a grand sleep, waking up again a httle before 
s'unset We hastened down to the beach off the town, 
where all my watchmates were sittmg m a row, hke 
lost sheep, waiting to be taken on board again They 
had had enough of liberty , indeed, such liberty as that 
was hardly worth ha-ving It seems hardly credible, 
but we were actually glad to get on board again, it was 
so miserable ashore The natives were most unsociable 
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at the port, and we could not make ourselves under- 
stood, so there was not much fun to he had Even 
those who were inclined to dnnk had too little for a 
spree, which I was not sorry for, since doubtless a very 
unpleasant reception would have awaited them had 
they come on board drunk. 

ISText day the starboard watch went on liberty, while 
we who had received our share were told off to spend 
the day wooding and watering In this most pleasant 
of occupations (when the weather is fine) I passed a 
much moie satisfactory tune than when wandering 
about with no objective, an empty pocket, and a 
hungry belly hTo foremast hand has ever enjoyed 
his opportunities of making the acquaintance of his 
various visitmg places more than I have , but the cir- 
cumstances attendant upon one’s leave must be a little 
favourable, or I would much lather stay aboard and 
fish Our task was over for the day, a goodly store 
of wood and casks of water havmg been shipped We 
were sittmg down to supper, when, m answer to a hail 
from the beach, we were ordered to fetch the liberty 
men When we got to them, there was a pretty how- 
d’ye-do All of them were more or less dinnk, some 
exceedingly quanelsome Now, klistah Jones was 
steeimg our boat, looking as bttle like a man to 
take sauce from a drunken sailor as you could imagine 
Most of the transformed crowd ya-hoomg on the beach 
had felt the we^ht of his shoulder-of-mutton fist, yet 
so ntterly had prudence forsaken them that, before we 
came near them, they were abusing him through all the 
varied gamut of filthy language they possessed My 
democratic sentiments are deeply seated, hut I do 
heheve in authority, and respect for it being rigidly 
^enforced, so this uncalled-for scene upset me, making 
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me feel anxious that the gibbering fools might get a 
lesson They got one 

Gobath stood like a tower, his eyes alone betraying 
tlie fierce anger boiling ivithin When we touched the 
beach, his voice was nuld and gentle as a child’s, his 
movements calm and deliberate As soon as we had 
beached the boat he stepped ashoie, and m tivo strides 
V as m the middle of the snarhng group Further parley 
ceased at once Snatching the loudest of them by the 
breast of his shirt with hie right hand, another one by 
the collar with his left, he flung himself backwards 
towards the boat, knocking the interveners right and 
left But a protruding fragment of rock caught his 
heel, brmging him "with his captives to the ground 
m a wnthmg mass The rest, maddened beyond 
restraint of fear, flung themselves upon the prostrate 
man, the ghmmer of more than one knife-blade appear- 
ing Two of us from the boat — one with the tiller, the 
other brandishmg a paddle — rushed to the rescue , but 
before we arrived the giant had heaved off his assailants, 
and, with no other weapons than his bare hands, was 
domg terrific execution among them Not knowmg, I 
suppose, whether we weie friendly to hmi or not, he 
shouted to us to keep away, nor dare to interfere 
Theie was no need Disregarding such trifles as a few 
superficial cuts — not feeling them peihaps — he so un- 
mercifully mauled that crowd that they howled agam 
for mercy The battle was brief and bloody Before 
hostilities had lasted five mmutes, six of the aggressors 
were stretched msensible , the rest, compnsmg as many 
more, were pleadmg for mercy, completely sober Such 
prowess on the part of one man against twelve seems 
hardly credible , but it must be remembered that Gobath 
fought, with all the moral force of the ship’s officers 
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beliind lum, tigainst a disorgaiuzed cro\rd \nthout back- 
bone, wlio "would iiQ\er ba^e dared to face lum but for 
the t-emporary mama induced by the stuff they had 
drunk. It "was a conflict between a lion and a troop 
of jackals, -whereof the issue was never in doubt as long 
as lethal weapons were wanting 

Standing erect among the cowenng creatures, the 
great negro looked every inch a mediaival hero In a 
stern voice ho bade his subjugated enenues to get into 
the boat, assistmg those to do so wiio vs ere too badly 
hurt to nse Then wo shoved off for the ship — a 
sorrowful gang indeed. 

As I bent to my oar, I felt very sorry for what had 

happened Hero were haK the crow gmlty of an act of 

violence upon an officer, which, according to the severe 

code under which we lived, mented punishment as 

pamful as could bo inflicted, and lasting for the rest of 

the voyage MTiatever form that punisliment might 

take, those of us who were innocent would bo almost 

* 

egual sufferers "with the others, because discnmination 
in the treatment between watch and watch is always 
difficult, and m our case it was certain that it would 
not be attempted Except as regarded physical "violence, 
we might aU expect to share nhke Undoubtedly things 
looked very impleasant My gloomy cogitations were 
abruptly tenmnated by the order to “unrow” — ^we 
were alongside Somehow or other nil hands managed 
to scramble on board, and assist in boistmg the boat up 

As soon as she was secured we slunk away forward, 
but we bad hardly got below before a tremendous 
summons from Gohath brought "us all aft again at the 
double qmck. Most of the fracas bad been "witnessed 
from the ship, so that but a minute or two was 
needed to explam how or why it begun Directly that 
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ctphiiation had been supplied by jMistah Jones, the 
order Mas issued for the culprits to appear. 

I ha%e before noticed lioir little love was lost 
between the shipper and his officers, Gobath having 
c\en once gone so far ns to give me a ^c^y emphatic 
opinion of his about the "old man” of a most un- 
flat Icnng nature And had such a state of things 
existed on lioard an English slup, the crew Mould 
simjdy ha\c taken charge, for they would have seen 
the junior officers flouted, snubbed, and jeered at , and, 
of course, vhat they saw the captain do, they would 
not be slow to iinpinvc on hinny a piomising young 
officer’s career has lieen bbghted in this way by the 
feiniuine spite of a foobsh man unable to see that if the 
captain shoMs no respect to his officers, neither iviU 
the crcM , nor obedience eitbcr. 

But m an American ship, so long as an officer 
remains an officer, he must bo treated as such by every 
man, under pam of lu'Oinpt pumsbment Yankee 
skippers bavc far too mucb nous to allow then bands 
to grov. saucy in consequence of division among the 
aftei -guard So now a soit of coiut-martial was held 
upon the unfortunates who had dared to attack Goliath, 
at M hich that sable hero might have been the apple of 
Captain Slocum’s eye, so solicitous was he of hlistah 
Jones' honour and tlio reparation to be made 

This sort of tlung ivas nght in his line Katurally 
cruel, he seemed to thoroughly enjoy bimself in the 
prospect of making human beings twist and wnthe in 
pain Kor would he bo baulked of a jot of his pleasure 

Gohath approached him, and muttered a few wordsj 
meant, I felt sure, to appease him by lottmg him know 
hoM much they had suffered at his strong hands , but 
be turned upon the negro xvith a savage curse, bidding 
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Iran be silent Then every one of the culprits was 
stripped, and secured to the lasli-rail by the wrists, 
scourges rvere made of cotton fisli-line, knotted at 
intervals, and secured to a stout handle ; the harpooners 
were told off as executioners, and the flogging began 
Perhaps it was necessary for the maintenance of 
discipline — certainly it was trivial compared with the 
practice, till recently, in oui oivn array and nav}', 
but I am glad to say that, compelled to witness it, I 
felt quite sick — physically sick — trembling so m every 
limb that my legs would not support me It v. as not 
fear, for I had nothing to fear had I been c\ er such a 
coward "Whatevei it was, I am not sorry either to 
have felt it or to own it, e\ en u hile I fully admit that 
for some forms of wickedness nothing but the lash 
seems adequate punishment 

Some of the ructims fainted, not being m the best 
condition at the outset for imdergomg so severe a tnnl , 
but all were treated alike, buckets of salt water being 
flrmg over them This drastic leviver, while adding to 
their pam, brought them all into a state of sufficient 
activity to get forward when they were released 
Smortmg and degraded, all their temporary bravado 
effectually banished, they were mdeed pitiable objects, 
their deplorable state all the harder to hear from its 
contrast to our recent pleasure when we entertained 
the visitmg crews 

Having completed out quantum of wood, water, 
and fresh provisions for the officers, we got under way 
again for the fishmg grounds I did not see how wo 
could hope for a successful season, knowing the utterly 
despondent state of the ci-ew, which even affected the 
officers, who, not so callous or cruel as the skipper, 
, seemed to be gettmg rather tired of the constant drive 
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!*nd kirk, now the normal condition of nffims But 
the -^kipper*; Mgilouce waa great Whether ho noted 
am Pien of slackness 01 ludifiei-cnce on the part of his 
coadjutors or not, of course I cannot say, but he 
certninlv ‘^ccmod to put more vigour into his attentions 
timn had been his wont, and so kept evorjbody up to 
the mark 

Hitherto ne had alunjs had our fishing to our- 
<^elves, we wein now to sec something of the ways of 
othoi men cmploved in the same manner Bor though 
the geueml idea or plan of campaign against the whales 
H the sunc in all Amencan whalers, every* ship has 
some individual peculiarity of tactics, which, needless 
to saj*, arc alwa) s far supcnoi to those of any other 
«!nip When wo commenced our ennso on this new 
ppround, there were seven whalers in sight, all quite as 
keen on the chase as oui selves, so that I anticipated 
con‘ 5 idei‘ablc sport of the li\eliest kmd should we 
“rai'ie” whales with such n fleet close at hand 

But for a whole week we saw nothing but a 
grampus or so, a few loitciing finbacks, and an occa- 
sional lean humpback bull ceitainly not worth ebasmg 
On the seventh afternoon, however, I was in the mam 
crow’s-nest with the chief, when I noticed a ship to 
windward of us alter hei course, keeping away three or 
four pomt*: on an angle that w ould presently bnng her 
acioss our hows a good way ahead I was gettmg 
pietty well versed m the tricks of the trade now, so I 
kept mum, but strained my eyes in the direction foi 
which the other ship was steering The chief was 
looking astern at some finbacks, the look-out men 
forward were both starmg to leeward, thus for a 
minute or so I had a small arc of the horizon to 
myself The time was short, but it sufficed, and for 
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the first time that voyage I had the pnvilego of 
"raismg” a sperm whale My loice quivered with ex- 
citement OB I utteied the war-whoop, “Ah blo-o-o-o-w’" 
rmund spun the male on his heel, wlule the hands 
clustered like hoes roused from their hive “Where 
a-way — where’'’ gasped the mate And I pointed to 
a spot about half a point on the lee bow, at the same 
time calling his attention to tlio fact that tlie stranger 
to windward was keeping away. In answer to the 
skippers humed queries from below, Sir Count gave 
him lUo general outline of affairs, to which ho replied 
by crowding every stitch of canvas on the vessel that 
w-as available 

The spout I had seen was a good ten miles off, and, 
for the present, seemed to belong to a “ lone ” whale, 
ns it Mas the only one Msible. There was a good 
brccre blowing, as mneb, in fad., as we could carry all 
soil to, the old barky making a tremendons commotion 
as site blundered along under the unusual press of 
tunvas 111 llic excitement of the race all our woes 
were forgolten, ne only thought of the possibility of 
the slap getting there first Wc drew gradmlly nearer 
to the stningcr, who, like us, was carrying all the sail 
he Jjad got, but, being able to go a jmint or two free, 

M na riiif'cntliYvnr nc 
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onr movement':, or else, like the albatross, “smelt 
nhale, ’ no great distance to wjndwmd of him Wait- 
ing for that "'a'hale to nsc was one of the most exciting 
oxpenences w had gone tbiougli ns yet, vrith two 
other ships co near Everybody’s nervms seemed 
ctning np to concerc pilch, and it was qniic a relief 
wlieii from half a dozen throats at once burst the ciy, 
“There ahe wlutc- waters ! Ah blo-o-o-o-w I ’’ ITot a 
mile away, dead to leeward of us, quietly beating the 
water with the flat of his flukes, as if there was no 
such tlung in the watery world ns a whale-ship 
Splash ’ almost simultaneously went the four boats 
Out we shot from the ship, all on our mettle, for was 
not the skipper's c} e upon ns from his lofty eene, as 
well os the crew of the other ship, now not more than 
a mile away ? Wo seemed a temble time gettmg the 
sails up, but the officers dared not nsk oux willingness 
to pull while they could be independent of us 

By the time we were fairly off, the other ship’s 
boats were coming like the wind, so that eight boats 
were now converging upon the unconscious monster. 
We fairly flew over the short, choppy sea, getting 
drenched with the flying spray, but looking out far 
more keenly at the other boats than at the whale 
Up we came to him, Mr Count's boat to the left, 
the other mate's boat to the nght Almost at the 
same moment the irons flew from the hands of the rival 
harpooners , hut while ours was buned to the hitches 
in the whale’s side, the other man's just ploughed up 
the skin on the animal’s back, as it passed over him 
and pierced our boat close behind the horpooner’s leg 
Uot seemg what had happened to his iron, or knowing 
that we were fast, the other harpooner promptly 
hurled his second iron, which struck solidly It was a 
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Aery pretty tangle, but our position Aras ratber bad 
The vrbale between ns was tearing tbe bowels of tbe 
deep np in his rage and fear, we were struggling 
frantically to get our sail doAvn , and at any moment 
that wretched iron through our upper stroke might 
tear a plank out of us Our chief, foaming at the 
mouth with rage and excitement, was screeching 
inaiticnlate blasphemy at the other mate, who, not 
knowmg what was the matter, was yelling back all 
his copious vocabulary of abuse I felt lery glad the 
whale was between us, or there would surely have 
been murder done At last, out drops tbe iron, leavmg 
a jagged hole roii could put 5 our arm through. 
Wasn’t Mr Count mad ? I really thought he would 
split with rage, for it was impossible for us to go on 
with that hole in our bilge Tbe second mate came 
alongside and took onr line as tbe whale was just 
commencing to sound, thus setting us free We made 
at once for tbe other ship's “fast” boat, and tbe 
comphments that bad gone before were just casual 
conversation to wbat filled tbe air with dislocated 
language now Presently both the cliampions cooled 
down a bit from want of breath, and we got our case 
stated It was received with a yell of dension from 
the other side as a splendid effort of Iving on onr part , 
because the first ship fast claims the whale, and such a 
pnze as this one we were quarreUing about was not to 
be tamely yielded. 

However, as reason asserted her snay over Mr 
Ckunt, he quieted down, knowmg fnll well that the 
state of the line belonging to bis rival would reveal 
the truth whan the whale rose agam Therefore we 
returned to the ship, leaving our three boats busy 
■w^ting the whale’s pleasure to nse agam When the 
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slapper beard what bad happened, be bad bis own boat 
manned, proceeding bimself t-o the battle-beld m ex- 
pectation of complications presently By the time be 
arrived upon the scene there were two more boats lying 
by, nbicli bad come up fioni the third ship, mentioned 
as working up from to leeward “ Pretty fine ground 
this's got ter be ’ " growled the old man " Camt strike 
whale 'thout bein' crowded eout uv yer own piopputty 
by a gang ov bunco steereis like this Shall hev ter 
quit It, en keep a pawnshop ” 

And stiU the whale kept going steadily dov n, down, 
down Already be was on the second boat’s hnes, and 
takmg them out faster than ever. Had w e been alone, 
this x>ersi6t€nce on lus part, though annojing, would 
not have mattered much ; but, with so many others in 
company, the possibilities of complication, should we 
need to shp our end, were numerous Tlie ship kept 
near, and ilr Count, seeing bow matters were gomg, 
had hastily patched bis boat, returning at once •with 
another tub of line. He was but just in time to bend 
on, when to our great dehght we saw the end shp from 
our rival’s boat This m no ivise terminated his hen 
on the whale, supposing he could pro\ e that he struck 
-first, but it got him out of the way for the time 

ileanwhile we were running hne faster than evei 
There was an enormous length attached to the annual 
now — some twelve thousand feet — the weight of whic^^ 
was very great, to say nothing of the many "drones 
or “ stopwaters ” attached to it at intervals 
"then, of my surprise when a shout of “Blo-0-0 w 
called my attention to the whale himself just bre g 
water about half a mile away It was an a'W 
predicament , for if we let go our end, the others 
be on the whale immediately , if we held on, we s 0 
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certaujly be dragged belo-w m a tvnuklmg , and our 
disengaged boats could do nothing, for they had no line 
But the difficulty soon settled itself Out ran our end, 
leaving us bare of lone as pleasure skiffs The new- 
comer, who had been prowling near, keeping a close 
watch upon us, saw our boat 3ump up when released 
from the weight Off he flew hke an arrow to the 
labounng leviathan, now a " free fish,” except for such 
claims as the two first-comers had upon it, which claims 
are legally assessed, where no dispute arises In its 
disabled condition, draggmg so enormous a weight of 
line, it was but a few minutes before the fresh boat 
was fast, while we looked on helplessly, boiling with 
impotent rage All that we could now hope for was 
the salvage of some of our hue, a mile and a half of 
which, mextncably mixed up with about the same length 
of ova rival’s, was towing astern of the fast-expirmg 
cachalot 

So great had been the strain upon that hardly-used 
animal that he did not go into his usual " flurry,” but 
calmly expired without the fomtest struggle In the 
mean time two of our boats had been sent on board 
agam to work the ship, while the skipper proceeded to 
try his luck m the recovery of his gear On arriving 
at the dead whale, however, we found that he had rolled 
over and over beneath the water so many times that 
the hue was fairly trapped round him, and the present 
possessors were in no mood to allow us the privilege of 
unroUing it 

During the conversation we had drawn very near 
the carcass, so near, m fact, that one hand was holdmg 
the boat alongside the whale’s "small” by a bight ot 
the line I suppose the skipper’s eagle eye must 
have caught sight of the traihng part of the line 
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Btrcantmg beneath, for suddenly be plunged overboard, 
reappearing almost immediately -witb the line in bis 
band He scrambled into tbe boat vntb it, cutting 
It from the ivbale at once, and starting his boat’s crev' 
hauling in 

Then there -was a hubbub again The captain of 
the Narragansctt, our first rival, protested vigorously 
against our monopoly of the line , but in gnm silence 
our skipper kept on, takmg no notice of him, while we 
steadily hauled Unless he of the Narragansctt choose 
to fight for what he considered his rights, there was 
no help for him And there was somethmg m our 
old man’s appearance eminently calculated to discourage 
aggression of any kmd 

At last, disgusted apparently with the hopeless turn 
affairs had taken, the Narragansett’s boats drew off, and 
returned on board their ship TSvo of our boats had by 
this time accumulated a moimtamous coil of hue each, 
with which we returned to our own vessel, leaving the 
skipper to visit the present holder of the whale, the 
skipper of the John Sanvpdcn 

What arrangements they made, or how they settled 
the Narragatisctf s claim between them, I never knew, 
but I dare say there was a costly law-suit about it in 
IsTew Bedford years after 

This was not very encouragmg for a start, nor did 
the next week see us do any better Several tunes we 
saw other ships with whales alongside, but we got no 
show at alL Uow, I had hoped a great deal from our 
cruise on these grounds, because I had heard whispers 
of a visit to the icy Sea of Okhotsk, and the prospect 
was to me a homble one I never did take any stock 
in Arctic work But if we made a good season on the 
Japan grounds, we should not go north, but gradually 
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CHAPTER XV 

■STnicn coiiEs uncomfortably near being the last 

All unversed as I am m the finer shades of literary 
craftsmanship, there is great uncertainty m my mind 
whether it is good or bad “art” to anticipate your 
next chapter by foreshadowing its contents , but whethei 
good or bad art, the remembrance oi my miseries on 
the eventful occasion I wish to descnbe was so strong 
upon me as I wrote the last few lines of the previous 
chapter that I just had to let those few words leak out 

Through all the vicissitudes of this strange voyage 
I had hitherto felt pretty safe, and as the last thing 
a man anticipates (if his digestion is all nght) is the 
possibihty of coming to gnef himself, while fully pre- 
pared to see everybody else go under, so I had got to 
think that whoever got kdled I was not to be — a very 
pleasmg sentiment, and one that carries a man far, 
enabling him to face dangers with a light heart which 
otherwise would make a nerveless animal of him. 

In this optimistio mood, then, I gaily flung myself 
into my place m the mate’s boat one morning, as we 
were departmg in chase of a magnificent cachalot that 
had been raised just after breakfast There were no 
other vessels in sight — much to our satisfaction — the 
wind was hght, with a cloudless sky, and the whale 
was dead to leeward of us We sped along at a good 
rate towards our prospective victim, who was, m his 
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leisurely enj03rmeiit of life, calmly loUmg on the surface, 
occasionally kffemg his enormous tail out of water and 
letting it fall flat upon the surface ivith a boom audible 
for miles 

We were, as usual, first boat; but, much to the 
mate’s annoyance, when we were a short half-mile from 
the whale, our mam-sheet parted It became im- 
mediately necessary to roll the sail up, lest its flappmg 
should alarm the watchful monster, and this delayed us 
sufficiently to allow the other boats to shoot ahead of 
us Thus the second mate got fast some seconds before 
we arrived on the scene, seeing which we furled sail, 
unshipped the mast, and went m on him with the oars 
only At first the proceedings were gmte of the usual 
character, our chief wieldmg his lance m most brilliant 
fashion, while not bemg fast to the animal allowed us 
much greater freedom m our evolutions , but that fatal 
habit of the mate’s — of allowing his boat to take care 
of herself so long as he was getting in some good home- 
thrusts — once more asserted itself Although the whale 
was exceedingly vigorous, churning the sea into yeasty 
foam over an enormous area, there we wallowed close 
to him, nght in the middle of the turmoil, actually 
courtmg disaster 

He had just settled down for a moment, when, 
glancmg over the gimwale, I saw his tail, like a vast 
shadow, sweeping away from us towards the second 
mate, who was laymg off the other side of him. Before 
I had time to think, the mighty mass of gristle leapt 
mto the sunshine, curved back from us like a huge 
bow Then with a roar it came at us, released from 
Its tension of Heaven knows how many tons Bull on 
the broadside it struck us, eendmg every soul but me 
hying out of the wreckage as if fired from catapults. 
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I did not go because my foot was jammed somehow in 
the well of the boat, but the wnench neaily pulled my 
thigh-bone out of its socket. I had haidly released my 
foot, when, towenng above me, came the colossal head 
of the gieat creature, as ho ploughed through the 
bundle of that had just been a boat Them was 
an appalhng roar of water m my ears, and darkness 
that might be felt all around Yet, in the midst of it 
all, one thought predominated as clearly as if I had 
been turmng it over m my mmd m the qiuet of my 
bunk aboard — " "What if he should swallow me ? ” iNor 
to this day can I understand how I escaped the portals 
of his gullet, which of course gaped wide as a church 
door But the agony of holdmg my bieath soon over- 
powered every othei feeling and thought, till just as 
something was going to snap inside my head I rose to 
the surface I was surrounded by a welter of bloody 
frotli, which made it impossible for me to see , but oh, 
the air was sweet < 

I struck out bhndly, instmctively, although I could 
feel so stiong an eddy that voluntary progress was out 
of the question ]\Iy hand touched and clung to a rope, 
which immediately towed me m some direction — I 
neither knew nor cared whither Soon the motion 
ceased, and, with a seaman’s mstmct, I began to haul 
myseK along by the lope I grasped, although no defimte 
idea was in my mind as to where it was attached 
Presently I came butt up agamst something solid, the 
feel of which gathered all my scattered wits mto a 
compact knub of dread It was the whale 1 “ Any port 
in a storm,” I mmmured, beg innin g to haul away agam 
on my fnendly Ime By dmt of hard work I pulled 
myseK nght up the slopmg, shppery bank of blubber, 
until I reached the iron, which, as luck would have it. 
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-was planted m that side of the carcass no'W tipper- 
most Carcass I said — -well, certainly I had no idea 
of there being any life remaining mthin the vast mass 
beneath me, yet I had hardly tune to tahe a couple 
of turns round myself with the rope (or whale-line, as 
I had proved it to be), when I felt the great animal 
quiver aU over, and begin to forge ahead I was now 
composed enough to remember that help could not be 
far away, and that my rescue, providmg that I could 
keep above water, was but a question of a few minutes 
But I was hardly piepared for the whale’s next move. 
Bemg very near his end, the boat, or boats, had drawn 
off a bit, I supposed, for I could see nothing of them 
Then I remembered the flurr)’^ Almost at the same 
moment it began , and there was I, who with fearful 
admiration had so often watched the titanic convulsions 
of a dying cachalot, actually involved in them The 
turns were off my body, but I was able to twist a couple 
of turns round my arms, which, m case of his sounding, 
I could readily let go 

Then all was lost m roar and rush, as of the heart 
of some mighty cataract, during which I was sometimes 
above, sometimes beneath, the water, but always clinging, 
with every ounce of energy still left, to the hue Now, 
one thought was uppermost — ” What if he should 
breach ^ ” I had seen them do so when in flurry, 
leaping full twenty feet m the air Then I prayed 

Qiucldy as all the preceding changes had passed 
came perfect peace There I lay, still ahve, but so 
weak; that, although I could feel the turns slippmg off 
my arms, and knew that I should slide off the slope of 
the whale s side into the sea if they did, I could make 
no effort to secure mysell Everything then passed 
away from me, 3ust as if I had gone to sleep 
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I do not at all understand how I kept my position, 
nor how long, hut I awoke to the blessed sound of 
voices, and saw the second mate’s boat alongside 
Very gently and tenderly they lifted me into the boat, 
although I could hardly help screaming with agony 
•when they touched me, so bruised and broken up did 
I feel My arms must have been nearly tom from 
their sockets, for the strands of the whale-hne had cut 
deep mto their flesh with the strain upon it, while my 
thigh was swollen enormously from the blow I received 
at the onset Mr Cruco was the most surprised man 
I think I over saw. For full ten mmutes he stared at 
me •with wide-open eyes When at last he spoke, it 
was with difliculty, as if wantmg words to express his 
astonishment At last he blurted out, “ Whai you bin 
all de time, ennyhaow ? ’Cawse ef you bm hangm’ on 
to dat ar wale e'v^ sence you boat smash, w'y de debbil 
you ham’t all ter bits, hey ? ” I smiled feebly, but 
was too weak to talk, and presently went off again mto 
a dead famt 

"When I recovered, I was snug in my bunk aboard, 
but aching m every jomt, and as sore as if I had been 
poimded with a club until I was bruised all over. 
Durmg the day Mr Count was kmd enough to pay me 
a •visit With his usual luck, he had escaped without 
the sbghtest mjury , neither was any other member of 
the boat's crew the worse for the duckmg but myself 
He told me that the whale was one of the largest he 
had ever seen, and as fat as butter The boat was an 
entire loss, so completely smashed to pieces that nothmg 
of her or her gear had been recovered After spendmg 
about a quarter of an hour •with me, he left me con- 
siderably cheered up, promismg to look after me m the 
way of food, and also to send me some books He told 
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me that I need not ’Prorry myself about my inability to 
be at work, because the old man was not unfavourably 
disposed towards me, wbich piece of news gave me a 
great deal of comfort 

When my poor, weary shipmates came below from 
then heavy toil of cuttmg in, they were almost inclined 
to be envious of my comfort — small blame to them — 
though I would gladly have taken my place among 
them agam, could I have got nd of my hurts .feut I 
was condemned to he there for nearly three weeks 
before I was able to get about once more In my sleep 
I would undergo the homble anticipation of slidmg 
down that awful, cavernous mouth over agam, often 
waking with a shnek and drenched with sweat 

WMe I lay there, three whales were caught, all 
small cows, and I was informed that the skipper was 
getting q^mte disgusted with the luck At last I 
managed to get on deck, quite a different-lookmg man 
to when I went below, and feehng about ten years 
oldei I found the same sullen qmet reignmg that I 
had noticed several tunes before when we were unfor- 
tunate I fancied that the skipper looked more morose 
and savage than ever, though of me, to my great rehef, 
he took not the slightest notice 

The thud day after my return to duty we sighted 
whales agam "We lowered three boats as prompfly as 
usual; but when within about half a mile of the 
"pod” some shght noise m one of the boats galhed 
them, and away they went m the wmd’s eye, it blowmg 
a sbfBsh breeze at the tune It was from the first 
eMdently a hopeless task to chase them, but we per- 
severed until recalled to the ship, dead beat with 
fatigue I was not sorry, for my recent adventure 
seemed to have made quite a coward of me, so much 



UNCOMFORTABLY NEAR BEING THE LAST ijg 

80 tl^at an unpleasant gna-wing at the pit of my stomach 
as we neared them almost made me sick I earnestly 
hoped that so inconvenient a feeling would speedily 
leave me, or I should bo but a poor creature m a boat 

In passing, I would like to refer to the wonderful 
way m winch these whales realize at a great distance, 
if the slightest sound be made, the presence of danger. 
I do not use the word “hear” because so abnormally 
small are their organs of heanng, the external openmg 
being quite difficult to find, that I do not beheve they 
can hear at all well But I firmly beheve they possess 
another sense by means of which they are able to detect 
any xmusual \ubration of the waves of either air or sea 
at a far greater distance than it would be possible for 
them to hear Whatever this power may be which 
the)’’ possess, all whalemen are weU acquamted with 
their exercise of it, and always take most elaborate pre- 
cautions to render theur approach to a whale noiseless 

Our extraordinary want of success at last so annoyed 
the skipper that ho deterramed to quit the groimd and 
go north The near approach of the open season m 
those regions probably hastened his decision, but I 
learned from Gohath that he had always been known 
as a most fortunate man among the “ bowheads,” as 
the great Mysticctm of that part of the Arctic seas are 
called by the Americans Hot that there is any 
difference, as far as I have been able to ascertam, 
between them and the “ nght ” whale of the Greenland 
seas, but from some caprice of nomenclature for which 
there is no accounting 

So m leisurely fashion we worked north, keepmg, of 
course, a bright look-out all the way for stragglmg 
cachalots, but not seemg any Brom scraps of informa- 
tion that m some mysterious fashion leaked out, we 
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learned tliat "vve "were bound to the Okhotsk Sea, it 
being no part of the skipper’s intentions to go prowling 
around Belmngs Sea, where he believed the whales to 
be few and far between. 

It may be unagmed that we of the crew were not 
at all pleased with this intelligence, our life being, we 
considered, sufficiently miserable without the addition 
of extreme cold, for we did not realize that in the 
Arctic regions durmg summer the cold is by no means 
unbearable, and our imagination pictured a liomble 
waste of perpetual ice and snow, in the midst of which 
we should be compelled to freeze while dodgmg whales 
through the crevices of the floes But whether our 
pictures of the prospects that awaited us were carica- 
tures or no made not the slightest difference “ Growl 
you may, but go you must ” is an old sea-jmgle of the 
truest nng, but, while our gomg was inevitable, 
growhng was a luxury none of us dare indulge in 

We had by no means a bad passage to the liuriles, 
which form a natural barrier enclosing the immense 
area of the Okhotsk Sea from the vast stretch of the 
Pacific Around this great chain of islands the naviga- 
tion IS exceedingly difficult, and dangerous as well, from 
the fever- varying currents ns from the frequent fogs and 
sudden storms But these impediments to swift and 
safe navigation are made light of by the whalemen, 
who, as I feel never weary of remarking, aie the finest 
navigators m the world where speed is not the first 
consideration 

The most peculiar features of these inhospitable 
shores to a seaman are the vast fields of seaweed sur- 
rounding them aU, which certainly helps to keep the 
sea down durmg gales, but renders navigation most 
difficult on account of its concealment of hidden 
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dangers These islands are aptly named, the word 
‘ Ivvmle " being Kamschatkan for smoke, and whether 
11 lie regarded ns given in consequence of the numerous 
volcanoes \\luch pour their fumes into tlie air, or the 
all'pre\ ailing fog fostered by the Kuro Siwo, or 
Japanese counter{)arfc of the Gulf stream, the designa- 
tion IS equall) apjiropnate 

"Wo entered the Okhotsk Sea by tlie Ifadeshda 
Channel, so-named after Admiral ICrusenstem’s ship, 
■uhich was the first cmlized \esscl that passed through 
Its Luibulcnt waters It separates the islands .Kashau 
and ifataua by about twenty miles, }et so conflictmg 
and violent arc the currents which eddy and swirl m 
all parts of it, that without a steady, strong, fair wind 
it IS most dangerous to a sailing vessel Thenceforward 
the uaingauon was free from difficulty, or at least 
none that we could recognize as such, so we gave all 
our attention to the business which brought us there. 

Scarcely any change was needed in our eqiupment, 
except the substitution of longer harpoons for those we 
had been using, and the putting aavay of the bomb- 
guns These changes were made because the blubber 
of the bowhead is so thick that ordinary harpoons will 
not penetrate bejond it to the muscle, which, unless 
they do, renders them liable to draw, upon a heavy 
strain As for the bombs, Yankees hold the mysticetse 
in such supreme contempt that none of them would 
dream of wasting so expensive a weapon as a bomb 
upon them, I was given to understand by my constant 
cronj, Mistah Jones, that tliere was no more trouble 
m killmg a bow'head than in slaughtenng a sheep; 
and that while it was quite true that accidents did 
occur, they were entirely due to the carelessness or 

clumsmess of the whalemen, and not in any way 

G 2 
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traceable to a desrxe on tiro victim's part to do any 
one barm 

Tiie sea V 7 as little encumbered nitb icc, it being 
now late in Juno, so that our pi ogress was not at all 
impeded by the few soft, bmsby Hoes that we en- 
countered, none of tbcm bard euougb to do a ship’s bull 
any damage In most places tbo sea uns snfQciently 
shallow to permit of our anchoring For this purpose 
we used a large hedge, with stout hawser for cable, 
never furling all the sails in case of a strong breeze 
suddenly springing up, which would cause us to drag 
This onchoimg was very comfortable Eesidcs allowing 
us to get much more rest tlian when on other crmsing- 
grounds, wo were able to catch enormous quantities of 
fish, mostly salmon, of which there were no less than 
fourteen varieties So plentiful w ere these splcnchd fish 
that we got quite cntical in our appreciation of them, 
very soon finding that one kind, known as the "nerker,” 
was far better flavoured than any of the others Hut 
as the damtiest food palls the quickest, it was not long 
before we got tired of salmon, and wished most heartily 
for beef 

Much fun has been made of the discontent of sailors 
with food winch is considered a luvnrj’^ ashore, and 
wonder expressed that if, as we assert, the ordinary 
dietary of the seaman be so bad, bo should be so ready 
to rebel when fed with dehcncies But in justice to 
the sailor, it ought to he remembered that the daintiest 
food may he rendered disgusting by had cookery, such 
as 18 the rule on board merchant ships " God sends 
meat, but the devil sends cooks ” is a proverb which 
originated on hoard ship, and no one who has ever 
served any time in a ship’s forecastle would deny that 

13 abundantly justified Besides wbicb, even good 
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food ^ell cooked of one kind only, served many times 
in succession, becomes very trying, only the plamest 
foods, such as bread, nee, potatoes, etc , retainmg their 
command of the appetite continually 

I remembei once, vhen upon the Coromandel coast 
in a big Gieenock ship, vre found fowls very cheap At 
Bimliapatam the captain bought two or three hundred, 
which, as we had no coops, were turned loose on deck 
We had also at the same time prowling about the decks 
three goats, twenty pigs, and two big dogs. 

Conseq^uently the state of the ship was filthy, nor 
could all our efibrts keep her clean This farmyard 
condition of thmgs was permitted to continue for about 
a week, when the officers got so tired of it, and the 
captam so annoyed at the frequent loss of fowls by 
their flymg overboard, that the edict went forth to feed 
the foremast hands on poultry till further orders Great 

was our dehglit at the news Fowl for dinner repre- 
sented to our imagmation almost the apex of high living, 
only indulged m by such pampered children of fortune 
as the officers of ships or well-to-do people ashore 
When dmuer-ume arrived, we boys made haste to 
the galley with watermg mouths, joyfully anticipating 
that rare dehght of the sailor — a good “ feed ” The 
cook uncovered his coppers, plunged his tormentors 
theiem, and produced such a succession of ugly corpses 
of fowls as I had never seen before To each man a 
whole one was allotted, and we bore the steaming 
hecatomb into the forecastle The boisterous merri- 
ment became hushed at our approach, and faces grew 
lengthy when the unwholesome aspect of the "treat” 
was revealed Each man secured his bird, and com- 
menced operations But oh, the disappomtment, and 
the bad woids ! What little flesh there was upon the 
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framework of tliose unkappy fowls was like leather 
itself, and ntterly flavourless It could not well have 
been othenvisa The feathers had been simply scalded 
off, the heads chopped off, and bodies split open to 
facilitate drawing (I am sure I wonder the cook took 
the trouble to do that much), and thus prepared they 
were cast into a cauldron of boihng salt water There, 
with the water fiercely bubbling, they were kept for an 
hour and a half, then pitchforked out into the moss lad 
and set before us We simplj could not cat them , no 
one but a hToumean Kanaka could, for his teeth are 
equal to husking a cocoa-nut, or chopping off a piece 
of sugar-cane ns thick as youi w nst 

After much heated discussion, it was unanimously 
resolved to protest at once against the substitution of 
such a fraud as this poultry for our legitimate rations 
of "salt horse " So, heating the (hsjccta memhra of our 
meal, the whole crowd marched aft, and requested an 
interview' with the skipper lie came out of the cabin 
at once, saying, “Well, boys, what’s the matter^” 
The spokesman, a bald-headed Yankee, who had been 
bo’sun’s mate of an American man-of-war, stepped 
forward and said, offermg lus kid, "Jest have a look 
at that, sir ’’ The skipper looked, saying, inquiringly, 
" Well " “ D’yew thmk, sir,’’ said Nat, " ihcl's proper 
grub for men ? ’’ " Proper grub ! Why, you old smner, 

you don’t mean to say you’re goin’ to growl about ha\m’ 
chicken for dmner?” "Well, sir, it depends muchly 
upon the chicken All I know is, that I've et some 
dam queer tack m my tune, hut seuce I ben fishin’ I 
never had no such bundles of sticks parcelled with 
leather served out to me I licv et boot — leastways 
unawed it when I was cast away in a open boat for 
three weeks— hut it wa’n’t bad hoot, as boots go 
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Kow, if yew Pa> that these things is boots, on thet 
it\ necessary we should cat 'em, 01 starve, w'y, well 
think about it But if yew call 'em cluckeus, 'n say 
you’re doin’ us a kindness by stoppin’ our lowance of 
meat v.ule we're wrastlin’ with 'em, then we say we 
don’t feel obliged to jew, 'n '11 thank yew kindly to 
keep such Ingsurios for j'crself, 'n giie us wofc wo 
signed for" A mnrmui of assent confiimcd this burst 
ol eloquence, w Inch w 0 all considered a a ery fine effort 
indeed A moment’s silence ensued , then the skipper 
bur-:t ouk “I’ae often heard of such things, but hang 
me if I ever belieacd 'em till now! You ungrateful 
beggars! Ill see j'ou got your whack, and no moie, 
from this out. IVlien j'ou get any little extras aboaid 
tins ship agen, you’ll bo thankful for ’em , now I tell 
j ou ’’ " All right, sir,” said Nat , " so long ns we don’t 
liov to chaw any more of ycr biled Bimly crow s, I dessay 
we sliall worry along as usual’’ And, as the Parha- 
mentary reports saj', the proceedings then terminated 
Now, suppose the skippci bad told that stoiy to 
some of bis shore friends, how voiy funny the sailors’ 
conduct would ba\e been made to appear 

On another occasion long after, when I was mate 
of a barque loading mahogany m Tonala, Mexico, the 
skippei thought ho would practise economy by buymg 
a turtle instead of beef A large turtle was obtamed 
for twenty-five cents, and handed over to the cook to 
be dealt with, particular instructions bemg given him 
as to the apportionment of the meat 

At eight hells theie was a gathenng of the men in 
front of the poop, and a summons for the captam 
When he appeared, the usual stereotyped invitation to 
“ have a look at that, if you please, sir,” was uttered 
The skipper was. I thmk, prepared for a protestj for 
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he began, to bluster immediately "Look here!” he 
bawled, “ I am’t gom’ to ’ave any of your dam nonsense. 
You want somethin’ to giowl about, you do ” " Well, 
Cap’n George,” said one of the men, “ you shorely don’t 
thmk we k’n eat shells, do yer ? ” Just then I caught 
sight of the kid’s contents, and could hardly restram 
my mdignation Pot m a dirty heap, the sight of 
winch might have pleased an Esquimaux, but was 
certainly enough to disgust any civilized man, lay the 
calipee, or under-shell of the turtle, hacked into megular 
blocks It had been simply boiled, and flung into the 
kid, an unclean, disgusting heap of shell, with pieces of 
dirtj’' flesh attached m ragged lumps But the skippei, 
red-faced and angry, answei-ed, “W’y, yer so-and-so 
ijits, that’s wot the Loid Mayor of London gives about 
a guinea a bounce for w’en ’e feeds loids n’ dooks 
Only the haristocracy at 'ome get a charnce to stick 
their teeth m such grub as that. An' 'ere are you lot 
a-growlm’ at ’aiun’ it for a change ! ” “ That’s aB right, 

cap’n,” said the man , “ hem’ brort up ter suchlugsuries, 
of corse you km appreshyate it So if yer keep it fer 
yer oivn eatm’, an’ giv us wot we signed for, wo shall 
be weny much obliged " “ How, I am’t a-gom’ to 'ave 
none o’ your cheek, so you’d better git forrard You 
can betcher life you won’t get no more fresh messes 
this voy’ge ” So, with grumblmg and fll-will on both 
sides, the conference come to an end But I thought, 
and stfll thmk, that the mess set before those men, 
who had been workmg hard smce six am, was unfit 
for the food of a good dog 

Out of my own expenence I might give many other 
instances of the kmd, but I hope these will suffice to 
show that Jack's growlmg is often justified, when both 
'■ ■’es of the story are heard 
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"bowhead" fishing 

Day and mght being now only distongnisbable by the 
aid of the clock, a constant look-out aloft was kept all 
through the twenty-four hours, watch and watch, but 
whales were apparently very scarce We did a good 
deal of “ pelagic ” sealing , that is, catching seals 
swimming But the total number obtained was not 
great, for these creatures are only gregarious when at 
their rocky haunts durmg the breeding season, or 
among the ice just before that season begins Our 
sealing, therefore, was only a way of passing the time 
in the absence of nobler game, to be abandoned at once 
with whales in sight 

It was on the ninth or tenth morning after our 
amval on the grounds that a bowhead was raised, and 
two boats sent after him It was my first sight of the 
great Mysticetm, and I must confess to bemg much 
impressed by his gigantic bulk Prom the difference 
in shape, he looked much larger than the largest sperm 
whale we had yet seen, although we had come across 
some of the very biggest specimens of cachalot 

The contrast between the two animals is most 
marked, so much so, m fact, that one would hardly 
credit them with belongmg to the same order Popular 
ideas of the whale are almost mvariably taken from the 
Mysttceliis, so that the average mdmdual generally 
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defines a whale as a big fish which spouts water out of 
the top of his head, and cannot swallow a herring 
Indeed, so lately as last year a popular M P , writing 
to one of the religious papers, allowed himself to say 
that “ science will not hear ot a whale with a gullet 
capable of admitting anything larger than a man’s 
fist ” — a piece of crass ignorance, wluch is also perpe- 
trated in the appendix to a very widely-distnbuted 
edition of the Authonzed Version of the Bible This 
opinion, strangely enough, is almost umversally held, 
although I trust that tlie admirable models now being 
shown in our splendid Natural History Museum at 
South Kensington will do much to remove it Not so 
many people, perhaps, believe that a whale is a fish, 
instead of a mammal, but few indeed are the individuals 
who do not still thmk that a cetacean possesses a sort 
of natural fountain on the top of its head, whence, for 
some recondite reason, it ejects at regular intervals 
streams of water into the air 

But a whale can no more force water through its 
spiracle or blow-hole than you or I through our nostrils 
It inhales, when at tlie surface, atmosphenc air, and 
exhales breath like ours, which, coming warm mto a 
cooler medium, becomes visible, as does our breath on 
a frosty morning 

Now, the Myshcetus carries his nostnls on the 
summit of his head, or crown, the onfice bemg closed 
by a beautifully arranged valve when the animal is 
beneath the water Consequently, upon coming to the 
surface to breathe, he sends up a jet of visible breath 
into the air some ten or twelve feet The cachalot, 
on the other hand, has the onfice at the point of his 
square snout, the internal channel runnmg in a slightly 
diagonal direction downwards, and back tbrongh the 
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skull to the lungs So when he spouts, the breath is 
projected forward diagonally, and, from some pecuhanty 
which I do not pretend to e'qilam, erpends itseK in a 
short, bushy tuft of vapour, ver)’’ distinct fiom the tall 
vertical spout of the bowliead or nght whale 

There was little or no vund when we sighted the 
indmdual I am now speaking of, so we did not attempt 
to set sail, hut pulled straight for him “ head and head 
Strange ns it may appear, the Myshceins' best pomt of 
view is nght behind, or " in his wake,” as we say , it is 
therefore part of the code to approach him from nght 
ahead, in which direction he cannot see at all Some 
time before we reached him he became aware of our 
presence, showing by his uneasy actions that he had 
his doubts about his personal security But before he 
had made up his mind what to do we were upon him, 
with our harpoons bimed in his back The difference in 
his behaviour to what we had so long been accustome 
to was araazmg. He did certainly give a lumbenng 
splash or two with his immense flukes, but no rae 
could possibly have been endangered by them. e 
water was so shallow that when he sounded it was u 
for a very few mmutes , there was no escape for 
that way As soon as he returned to the suiface e 
set off at his best gait, but that was so slow tha we 
easily hauled up close alongside of him, holding 
boats in that position without the slightest 
guard ourselves from reprisals on his part, w 
officers searched his vitals with the lances as 
were probmg a haystack , 

EeaUy, the whole affair was so tame 

imposabb to get up any fighfaug V'tly 

the poor, imwieldy creature died ^ the 

as an overgrown seaL In less than an 
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tune of leaving tlie slup we were ready tc bring our 
prize alongside 

Upon coming up to the whale, sail was shortened, 
and as soon as the fluke-chain was passed wo anchored 
It was, I heard, our skipper's boast that he could “ skin 
a bowhead in forty nunutes,” and although v?6 were 
certainly longer than that, the celerity with which 
what seemed a gigantic task was accomplished was 
mariellous Of course, it was aU. plain-saihng, very 
unlike the complicated and herculean task inevitable 
at the commencement of cutting-in a sperm whale 

Except for the head work, removing the hlubbea was 
effected in precisely the same way as in the case of the 
cachalot There was a marked difference between the 
quantity of lard enveloping this whale and those we 
had hitherto dealt mth. It was nearly double the 
thickness, besides being much richer in oil, which 
fairly dripped from it as we hoisted in the blanket- 
pieces The upper jaw was removed for its long plates 
of whalebone or baleen — that valuable substance wbioU 
alone makes it north while nowadays to go after the 
Mysizceitis, the pnce obtained for the oil being so low 
as to make it not worth while to fit out ships to go in 
seaich of it alone “ Trying-out " the blubber, with its 
accompaniments, is earned on precisely as with the 
sperm whale The resultant oil, when recent, is of a 
clear white, unlike the golden-tmted fluid obtained 
from the cachalot As it grows stale it developes a 
nauseous smell, which sperm does not, although the 
odour of the oil is otto of roses compared with the 
homble mass of putndity landed from the tanks of a 
Clreenland whaler at the termination of a cruise Eor 
lu those vessels, the fishing-time at their disposal being 
brief, they do not wait to hoil down the blubber. 
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but. cljoppnig it into small pieces, pass it below as it is 
into tanks, to be rendered down by the oil-mills ashore 
on the ‘^Inp’s return. 

This first bon bead inelded ns eighteen tuns of oil 
and a tnn of baleen, n bich made tlio catch about equal 
in \-alne to that of a seven-tun cachalot But the 
amount of labour and care necessary m order to 
thorough]} diy and cleanse the baleen was enormous, 
in fact, loi months aftei wo began the bowhead fishery 
there nas .almost ala ays somethiug bemg done with 
the wretched stuff— drying, scrapmg, etc — ^wbich, as it 
was kept below, also necessitated hoistmg it up on 
deck and getting it down ogam 

After tins beginning, it was again a considerable time 
before we sighted any more , but when we did, there 
wore quite a numhei of them — enough to employ all 
the boats with one each I was out of the fun this 
tune, being almost mcapable of movmg by reason of 
se^e^al boils on my legs — tbo result, I suppose, of a 
long abstinence from fresh vegetables, or anything to 
supply tlieir place 

As it happened, however, I lost no excitement by 
remninmg on board , for while all tlie boats w^ere away 
a large bowhead rose neai the ship, evidently bemg 
harassed in some way by enemies, w^bich I could not 
at firat see He seemed quite unconscious of bis 
proximity to the ship, though, and at last came so near 
that the irhole performance was as visible as if it liad 
been got up for my benefit Three “ killers ” weie 
attackmg him at once, like wolves worrymg a bull, 
except that his motions were for less lively than those 
of any bull would have been 

The " killer,” or Orca gladiatoi , is a true whale, but, 
like the cachalot, has teeth He differs from that great 
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cetacean, tihong\\, in a most importnut particulaT , % c. 
by having a complete set in both upper and lower 3 a\vs, 
liko any other carnivore Tor a camn ore indeed is he, 
the very n olf of the ocean, and enjoying, by reason of Ins 
ettraonlinary ngility ns well as comparalne ivorthless- 
ness coramercially, complete unmnnitj from attack by 
man By some authorities he is thought to ho identical 
with the grampus, but v halers all consider the animals 
quite distinct, ^ot hai lug had \ ery long acquaintance 
with them both, I cannot speak emphatically upon this 
diflerenco of opinion , so far as personal obsen ntion goes, 
I agree with the ■whalers in bclicMUg tint there is much 
variation both of habits and shape between them 

But to return to the tight The first inkling T pot 
of what wa$ really going on was the leaping of a killer 
high into the an by the side of the whale, and de- 
scendmg upon the Mctmi’s broad, smooth hack with a 
resoimding crash I saw that the killer was pronded 
with a pan- of huge fins — one on Ins back, tho other on 
his bell} — wbicli at first sight looked as if they were 
also w eapons of offence A little observation convinced 
me that they were fins only Again and again the 
aggressor leaped into the air, falling each tune on the 
whale’s back, as if to beat him into submission 

The sea around foamed and boiled like a cauldron, 
so that it was only occasional ghmpses 1 was able to 
catch of the two killers, until presently the worried whale 
lifted his head clear out of the surrounding smother, 
revealing the two funes hanging — one on either side — 
to his lips, as if endeavouring to drag his mouth open 
— which I afterwards saw was their pnncipnl object, as 
whenever dunng the tumult I caught sight of them, 
they were still in the same position At lost the tre- 
mendous and incessant blows, dealt by the most actn e 
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member of tbe (no, seemed actually to ba\e exhausted 
the immense ^nluhty of the great bowhead, for he lay 
supmc upon Uie surface Tlien the three jomed their 
forces, and succeeded m dragging open his cavernous 
mouth, into whicli they freel} entered, devounng his 
tongue This, then, bad been their sole object, for as 
soon as they had finished their barbarous feast they 
dojiarted, leaving him helpless and djung to fall an 
easy prey to our returning boats 

Thus, although the four hales captured by the 
boats had been but small, the day’s take, augmented 
by so great a find, vras a large one, and it was a long 
tunc before we got clear of tbe work it entailed 

From that time forward we saw no whales for six 
weeks, and, from the reports we recened from two 
■u halers we "gammed,” it appeared that we might 
considei ourselves most fortunate in our catch, smee 
they, who had been longer on the ground than our- 
selves, had only one v hale apiece 

In consequence of this information, Captain Slocum 
decided to go south agam, and resume the sperm whaling 
in the North Pacific, near the Ime — at least so the 
mmonr ran , but as we never heard anythmg definitely, 
we could not feel at all certain of our next destmatioru 
Ever smee the fracas at the Bonins between Goliath 
and his watch, the relations between Captam Slocum 
and the big negro had been very stramed Even before 
the outbreak, as I have remarked upon one occasion, it 
was noticeable that little love was lost between them 
Why this was so, without anythmg defimte to guide 
one’s reasonmg, was difficult to understand, for a better 
seaman or a smarter whaleman than Mistah Tones did 
not live — of that every one was quite sure Still, there 
was no gamsaying the fact that, churlish and morose as 
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OTir skipper’s normal temper alirays was, he was never 
so much 60 as in his hehavionr towards his able fourth 
mate, who, being a man of fine, sensitive temper, chafed 
■under his unmerited treatment so much as to lose flesh, 
heconung daily more silent, nervous, and depressed Still, 
there had never been an open rupture, nor did it appear 
as if there would be, so great was the power Captain 
Slocum possessed over the will of everybody on board 
One night, however, as we were neanng the Elunles 
again, on our way south, leavmg the Sea of Okhotsk, 
I was sittmg on the fore side of the try-works alone, 
meditating upon what I would do when once I got 
clear of this miserable business Futde and foohsh, no 
doubt, my speculations were, but only m this way 
could I forget for awhile my surroundings, since the 
inestimable comfort of reading was denied me. I had 
been sittmg tbus absorbed m thought for nearly an 
hour, when Gohath came and seated himself by my 
side "We had always been great friends, although, 
o'wing to the strict disciplme mamtamed on board, it 
was not often we got a chance for a " wee hit crack," 
as the Scotch say Begides, I was not in his watch, 
and even now he should nghtly have been below He 
sat for a minute or two alent , then, as if compelled to 
speak, he began m low, fierce whispers to tell me of his 
miserable state of mind. At last, after recapitiilatmg 
many shghts and insults he had received ealently from 
the captam, of which I had previously known nothing, 
he became strangely calm. In tones q^uite unlike his 
usual voice, he said that he was not an Amencan-bom 
negro, but a pure African, who had been enslaved in 
ins infancy, with his mother, somewhere m the " Hinter- 
land of Gumea. While still a child, his mother escaped 
1 him. into labena, where he had remained till 
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]ier death Slie was, according to him, an Obeah 
ViOtnan of great power, venerated exceedingly by her 
ov/n people for her prophetic abilities Before her 
death, she had told him that he would die suddenly, 
violently, in a struggle witli a white man m a 
far-off country, but that the white man would die too 
by his hand She had also told him that he would be 
a great tra\ eller and hunter upon the sea As he went 
on, Ins speech became almost unintelligible, being 
mingled vith fragments of a language I had never 
heard before , moreover, he spoke as a man who is only 
lialf awake A strange terror got hold of me, for I 
began to think he was going mad, and perhaps about to 
run a-mok, as the klalays do when driven frantic by 
the infliction of real or fancied wrongs 

But he gradually returned to his old self, to my 
great relief, and I ventured somewhat timidly to remind 
him of the esteem m which he was held by all hands , 
even the skipper, I ventured to say, respected him, 
although, from some detestable form of dl-humour, he 
had chosen to be so sneenng and msultmg towards him 
He shook his head sadly, and said, “My dear boy, 
youso de only man aboard dis ship — wite man, dat is — 
dat don’t hate an’ despise me becawse ob my colour, wich 
I cam’t hc’p , an’ de God you behebe m bless you fer 
dat As fer me, w’at I done tole you’s true, ’n befo’ bery 
little w’lle you see it conic true ’N w’ en dat happens 
w’at’s gwme ter happen, I’se real glad to tink it gwine 
ter be better fer you — gwme ter be better fer eberybody 
’bord de Gaeh’lot, but I doan keer nufBn ’bout anybody 
else So long ’’ He held out his great black hand, and 
shook mme heartily, while a big tear rolled down his 
face and fell on the deck. And with that he left me a 
prey to a very whirlpool of conflictmg thoughts and fears 
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The luglit vras a long and wcarj* one— longer and 
dreaner perliaps because of the absence of Ibc darkness, 
wbicb always made it harder to sleep An incessant 
day soon becomes, to those accustomed to the relief of 
the night, a burden gnevous to be l)ome , and although 
use can reconcile us to most things, and does make 
even the persistent light hearable, in limes of mental 
distress or great physical weariness one feels irresistibly 
moved to cry earnestly, “ Come, gentle night ” 

"When I came on deck at eight hells, it was a stark 
calm The watch, under Mistah Jones’ direction, were 
busy scrubbing decks uuth the usual thoroughness, 
while the captain, barc-foolcd, with tronser-lcgs and 
shirt-sleeves rolled up, his hands on his hips and a 
portentous frown on his brow, was closely looking on 
As it was my spell at the crow’s-nest, I made at once 
for the main-rigging, and had got halfway to the top, 
when some unusual sounds below arrested me 

All hands w ere gathered m the waist, a not unusual 
thing at the changing of the watch In the midst of 
them, as I looked doivn, two men came together in a 
fierce struggle They were Goliath and the skipper. 
Captam Slocum’s right hand went naturally to his hip 
pocket, where he always earned n revolver, but before 
he could draw it, the long, black arms of his adversary 
wrapped around Inni, making him helpless as a babe 
Then, with a rush that sent every one flying out of his 
way, Goliath hurled himself at the bulwarks, winch 
were low, the top of the rail about thirty-tbree inches 
from the deck The two bodies struck the rail with a 
heavy thud, instantly toppling overboard. That broke 
the spell that bound everybody, so that there was an 
instantaneous rush to the ade. Only a hardly notice- 
able npple remained on the surface of the placid sea. 
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Hat, from m) lofty perch, the whole of tlie ghastly 
struggle had beon visible to tho least detail. The two 
men liad stnick the water locked m closest embrace, 
vhich relaxed not even when far below the surface. 
'When tlie sea is perfectly smooth, objects are visible 
from aloft at sovcral feet depth, though apparently 
dnmnidicd in sire Tho last thing I saw was Captain 
Slocum's white face, with its starting black eyes look- 
ing their last niion tho huge, indefinite hull of the slup 
whose occupants he liad ruled so long and ngidly 

The whole tragedy occupied such a brief moment of 
time that It was almost impossible to reahze tliat it 
V as actual Hcason, however, soon regained her position 
among the ofiicors, vho ordered the closest watch to be 
kept from aloft, in case of the nsing of either or both of 
the men. A couple of boats vere swung, ready to drop 
on tho instant But, as if to crown the tragedy with 
complete nc'ss, a heavy squall, which had risen un- 
noticed, suddenly burst upon the ship with great fury, 
the Inslung liad and ram utterly obscurmg vision even 
for a few yards So unexpected was the onset of this 
squall that, for tho only time that voyage, we lost some 
canvas tlirough not being able to get it in qmck 
enough The topgallant halyaids were let go, but 
while the soils were being clewed up, tho fierce wind 
following tho ram caught them from their confining 
gear, rending them into a thousand shreds iFor an 
hour the squall raged — a tempest m brief — then swept 
away to the south-east on its funous journey, leavmg 
peace agam Needless perhaps to say, that after such 
a squall it was hopeless to look for our missmg ones 
The sudden storm had certainly driven us several mdes 
away from the spot where they disappeared, and, although 
we carefully made what haste was possible back along 
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the line Tve were supposed to have come, not a vestige 
of hope was in any one’s mind that we should ever see 
them agam 

Nor did we. Whether that madness, which I had 
feared was coming upon Goliath during our previous 
night’s conversation, suddenly overpowered him and 
impelled him to commit the homble deed, what more 
had passed between him and the skipper to even faintly 
justify so awful a retaliation — these things were now 
matters of purest speculation As if they had never 
been, the two men were blotted out — gone before God 
m full-blown heat of murder and revengeful fury. 

On the same evening Mr Count mustered all hands 
on the quarter-deck, and addressed ns thus : “ Men, 
Captam Slocum is dead, and, as a consequence, I com- 
mand the ship Behave yourself hko men, not pre- 
suming upon kindness or imagmmg that I am a weak, 
vacillating old man with whom you can do as you like, 
and you will find m me a skipper who will do his duty 
by you as far as lies m his power, nor expect more 
from you than you ought to render. If, however, you 
do try any tncks, remember that I am an old hand, 
equal to most of the games that men get up to I do 
want — ^if you wiH help me — to make this a comfortable 
as well as a successful ship I hope with all my heart 
we shall succeed.” 

In answer to this manly and affectmg httle speech, 
which confirmed my previous estimate of Captam 
Count’s character, were he but free to follow the bent 
of his natural, kindly mchnations, and which I have 
endeavoured to translate out of his usual dialect, a 
hearty cheer was raised by aU hands, the first ebulli- 
tion of general good feelmg manifested throughout the 
voyage Hearts rose joyfully at the prospect of comfort 
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to be gained by thought fulness on the part of the 
commander, nor from that time forn-ord did any sign 
of weariness of the ship or voyage show itself amono 

US, either on deck or belou 

The news soon spread among us that, in consequence 

of the vanous losses of boats and gear, the captam 
dflcmed it neccssun' to make for Honolulu, where fresh 
supplies could readily be obtained We had heard many 
glowing nccounus from ^^■slton, when , , 

llighS of this wcll-knoum port of for jhaler^. 

and under our new commander mo 1 u„_{^ 
that we should he allowed 
our Slay So we were quite 

fretting considerably at the persis en o vicinity 

vented onr “"f ' bowheads, for 

of the Knnlcs But w c saw 

winch none of ns f”™™* bluSr, and the 

got very tired of the slink -nreservation of 

nevei -ending worry connect ^ j^t^umulated any 
the baleen , besides, wo had ^ except 

fund of enthusiasm g^°°yage, and we quite 

as a reason for shortenm^ 7 = -^vould be 

understood that what blac ' 0 Okhotsk Sea, 

landed at Hawau, so that our really brought our 

with Its resultant store of oil, a jjoped it would 

return home any nearer, as we a ^ laiew that 

A great surprise was towards me, for 

Captain Count was favourably mcii 
ho had himself told me so, bu n ^^0 Sunday 

my thoughts than promoUom 'enjoying the 

afternoon, when we were P Q^ptain Slocum’s 
unusual rest (wo had no Sun mformed me that, 

time), the captam sent for me ^ 

after mature consideration. 
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the vacancy made by the death of Mistah Jones. Mr 
Grace was now mate , the waspish little third had 
become second, Louis Silva, the captam’s favourite 
haxpooner, was third, and I was to be fourth. Not 


feeling at all sure of how the other hairpoonerB would 
take my stepping over them heads, I respectfully 
demurred to the compliment offered me, statmg my 
reasons But the captam said be had fully made up 
his mmd, after consultation with the other officers, aud 
that I need have no apprehension on the score of the 
haxpooners* jealousy , that they had been spoken to on 
the subject, and they were all agreed that the captam's 
choice was the best, especially as none of them knew 
anything of navigation, or could wnte them own names 


In consequence of there bemg none of the crew fit 
to take a harpooner’s place, I was now really harpooner 
of the captain’s boat, which he would contmue to 
work, when necessary, until we were able to ship a 
harpooner, which he hoped to do at Hawaii. 

The news of my promotion was received m gnm 
8 ence by the Portuguese forward, but the white men 
all seemed pl^ed This was highly gratifying to me, 
tor i had toed my best to be helpful to aU, as far as 
my limited abihties would let me , nor do I think I 
a an enemy m the ship Behold me, then, a full- 
blown “mister," with a definite substantial increase m 
my prospects of pay of nearly one-thmd, in addition to 
many ot er a vantages, which, under the new captam, 
promised exceedmgly well 

hke^hp^ "voyage lay behind us, looking 

above fh ® storm-clouds hovenng 

i sea a„ My paaaed, wtale 

^’^eather for the remainder of the journey 



CHAPTER XVir 

VISIT TO HONOLULU 

Right glad weie we all wlieD, after much fumbling and 
box-hauling about, we once more felt the long, famihar 
roll of the Pacific swell, and saw the dim fastnesses 
of the smoky islands fading into the lowering gloom 
astern Most deep-water sailors are familiar, by report 
if not by actual contact, with the beauties of the Pacific 
islands, and I had often longed to visit them to see for 
myself whether the half that had been told me was 
true Of course, to a great number of seafarmg men, 
the lovelmess of those regions counts for nothmg, them 
desirabihty bemg founded upon the frequent opportu- 
mties of unlimited mdulgence in debauchery To such 
men, a " missionary ” island is a howling wilderness, 
and the missionaiies themselves the subjects of the 
vilest abuse as well as the most boundless lymg 

PTo one who has travelled with his eyes open would 
assert that all missionaries were wise, prudent, or even 
godly men , while it is a great deal to be regretted that 
so much 18 made of hardships which m a large pro- 
portion of cases do not exist, the men who are supposed 
to be enduring them being immensely better off and 
more comfortable than they would ever have been at 
home Undoubtedly the pioneers of missionaiy enter- 
prise had, almost without exception, to face dangers and 
misenes past teUmg, but that is the portion of pioneers 
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m goneraL In these days, however, the missionary’s 
lot in Polynesia is not often a hard one, and in many 
cases it IS infinitely to be preferred to a life among the 
very poor of our great cities 

But when all has been said that can be said against 
the missionaries, the boM bastion of fact remains that, 
m consequence of them labours, the whole vile character 
of the populations of the Pacific has been changed, and 
where wickedness runs not to-day, it is due largely to 
the hmdrances placed in the way of the noble efforts 
of the missionanes by the unmitigated scoundrels who 
vdify them The task of spreading Christianity would 
not, after all, be so difficult were it not for the efforts 
of those apostles of the devil to keep the islands as they 
would hke them to be — places where lust runs not day 
and night, murder may be done with irapumty, slavery 
flourishes, and all evil may be indulged in free from 
law, order, or restramt 

It speaks volumes fox the inherent might of the 
Gospel that, in spite of the object-lessons continually 
provided foi the natives by white men of the negation 
of all good, that it has stncken its roots so deeply mto 
the soil of the Pacific islands Just as the best proof 
of the reahty of the Gospel here m England is that it 
survives the mcessant assaults upon it from within by 
its professors, by those who are paid, and highly paid, 
to propagate it, by the side of whoso deadly domgs the 
efforts of so-called infidels are bnt as the battery of a 
summer breeze , so m Polynesia, were not tbe principles 
of Chnstiamty vital with an immortal and divme life, 
missionary efforts might long ago have ceased in ntter 
despair at the frmtlessness of the field 

We were enjoying a most uneventful passage, free 
from any serious changes either of wind or weather 
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which qmet time was utilized to the utmost m makmg 
many much-needed additions to runnmg-gear, repairmg 
nggmg, etc Any work mvolvmg the use of new matenal 
had been put off from time to time durmg the previous 
part of the voyage till the ship aloft was reaUy m a 
dangerous condition. This was due entirely to the 
peculiar parsimony of our late skipper, who could 
scarcely brmg hunseK to broach a cod of rope, except 
for whalmg purposes The same false economy had 
prevaded with i-egord to pamt and varmsh, so that the 
vessel, whde spotlessly clean, presented a wom-out 
weather-beaten appearance hlow, whde the condition 
of life on board was totally different to what it had 
been, as regards comfort and peace, disciplme and order 
weie mamtamed at the same high level as always, 
though by a different method — m fact, I beheve that 
a great deal more work was actually done, certainly 
much more that was useful and productive , for Captam 
Count hated, as much as any foremast hand among us, 
the constant, remorseless grmd of iron-work pohshmg, 
pamt-work scrubbmg, and holystomng, all of which, 
though necessary m a certam degree, when kept up 
contmually for the sole purpose of makmg work — a sort 
of elaborated tread-mdl, m fact — becomes the refine- 
ment of cruelty to underfed, unpaid, and hopeless men 
So, whde the Cachalot could have fearlessly chal- 
lenged comparison with any ship afloat for cleanlmess 
and neatness of appearance, the hands no longer felt 
that they were contmually bemg “ worked up " or 
“ hazed ” for the sole, diabolical satisfaction of keepmg 
them “at it” Of course, the mcidence of the work 
was divided, smce so many of the crew were qmte 
tmable to do any sadonzmg, as we term work m sails 
and nggmg Upon them, then, fell all the common 
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labour, wbicli can be done by any unskilled man or 
•woman afloat or asbore 

Of t.bia work a sailor’s duties are largely made up, 
but -wben good people asbore -wonder “ whatever sailors 
do -with tbeir time," it would be useful for them to 
i-emember that a ship is a huge and compbcated macbme, 
needing constant repairs, which can only be efficiently 
performed by skilled workmen An "AB” or able 
seaman’s duties are legaUj supposed to be defined by 
the three erpressions, “ hand, reef, and steer " If he 
can do those three things, which mean furling or makmg 
fast sails, reefing them, and steering the ship, his wages 
cannot be reduced foi incompetency. Yet these thmgs 
are the A B C of seamanship only A good seaman is 
able to make all the various knots, sphces, and other 
arrangements in hempen or -wire rope, ^vithout which 
a ship cannot be ngged , he can make a sail, send up 
or down yards and masts, and do many other thmgs, 
the sum total of which need several years of steady 
application to learn, although a good seaman is ever 
leormng 

Such seamen are fast becoming extmct They are 
almost totally unnecessary m steamships, except when 
the engines break down m a gale of -wind, and the 
crowd of navvies forming the crew stand lookmg at one 
another when called upon to set sail or do any other 
30b aloft 27 w 71 the want of seamen is rather severely 
felt But even in saihng ships — the great, overgrown 
tanks of two thousand tons and upwards — mechomcol 
genius has utilized iron to such an extent m their nggmg 
that eailor-work has become very largely a matter of 
hlacksnuthing I make no complaint of this, not 
hehevuig the “old was better,” but, smce the 

strongest fibne of man’s invention comes to gnef 
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sometimes in conflict with the iiTCSistiWe sea, some 
proM^iou sliould be made for liaMng a sufflciency of 
seamca wbo could exercise tbeir skill in refitting a 
di^ui isted sbip, 01 temporanl} replacing broken black- 
snuth work bv old-fasluoned lojie and wood 

Bnt, as tbe saibng ship is doomed inentably to 
disnpiiear before steam, jjeibaps it does not matter 
much The economic march of tbe world's progress 
im 11 noit.1 be slaved by sentimental considerations, nor 
%nll all the lomance and poetiy in the isorld save the 
■seaman from extinction, if Ins place can be more pro- 
fitably filled by the engineer. Fiom all appearances, 
it soon n ill be, for ei en now marine superintendents of 
big lines are sometimes engmeeis, and in tbeir hands 
be the dutj of engaging the officers It would really 
seem as if the ship of the near future would be governed 
by tbe chief engmeer^ under whose direction a pdot 
or sailing-master vould do tbe necessary naMgation, 
without pov cr to mterfere in any matter of the ship’s 
economy. Changes as great hai e taken place m othei 
professions, seafaring cannot hope to be tbe sole 
exception 

So, edging comfortabl)^' along, we gradually neared 
tbe Sandwich Islands lAutbout having seen a smgle 
spout \\ortb Avatcbing smee tbe tragedy At last the 
lofty summits of the island mountains hove in sight, 
and presently we came to an anchor in that paradise 
of whalers, missionaries, and amateur statesmen — 
Honolulu. As it IS as well known to most reading 
people as om own ports — better, perhaps — 1 shall not 
attempt to describe it, or pit myself against the able 
UTiters who have made it so famili ar Yet to me it 
was a new world All things were so strange, so dehght- 
ful, especially the lovable, lazy, fasematmg Kanakas, 
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who could be so limply happy over a dish of poe, oi a 
greeu cocoa-nut, or eien a lounge in the sun, that it 
seemed an outrage to expect them to work. In their 
sports they could be energetic enough I do not know 
of any more dehghtful sight than to watch them bathmg 
in the tremendous surf, simply intoxicated with the joy 
of hving, as unconscious of danger as if swinging in a 
hammock whilo ridmg tnumphantly upon the foaming 
summit of an incoming breaker twenty feet high, or 
plungmg with n cataract over the dizzy edge of its 
cliff, swallowed up m the hissing vortex below, only to 
reappear with a scieam of riotous laughter in the quiet 
eddy beyond. 

As far as I could judge, they wore the happiest of 
people, hteiuUy taJang no thouglit foi the morrow, and 
content vith the barest necessaries of hfc, so long as 
they were free and the sun slione brightly AVe hod 
many opportunities of cultnating their acquaintance, 
for the captain allowed us much hberty, quite one-half 
of the ci-ew and officers homg ashore most of the time 
Of course, the majonty spent all then spare time in 
the purheus of the town, Avhich, hko all such places 
anywhere, were foul and filthy enough , but that was 
their own faults I have often u ondered much to see 
men, who on boai-d ship were the pink of cleanliness 
and neatness, fastidious to a fault in all they did, come 
ashore and huddle in the most homblo of kennels, 
among the very dregs and greaves of the long-shore 
district It certainly wants a great deal of explanation , 
but I suppose the most potent reason is, that sailors, 
as a class, never leam to enjoy themselves rationally. 
They are also morbidly suspicious of being taken in 
baud by anybody who would show them anything woifh 
ieing, preferrmg to he led by the human sharks that 
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infest all seaports into ways of strange nastiness, and 
so expensive witlial that one night of such wallowing 
often costs them more than a month’s sane recreation 
and good food would All honour to the devoted men 
and women who labour m our seaports for the moral 
and matenal benefit of the sailor, passing their lives 
amidst sights and sounds shocking and sickening to the 
last degree, reviled, imthanked, unpaid. Few are the 
missionaries abroad whose lot is so hard as theirs 

We spent ten happy days m Honolulu, marred only 
by one or two drunken rows among the chaps forward, 
which, however, resulted in their getting a severe dress- 
ing down m the forecastle, where good order was now 
kept There had been no need for interference on the 
part of the officers, which I was glad to see, remembering 
what would have happened under such circumstances 
not long ago Bemg short-handed, the captam engaged 
a number of friendly islanders for a limited period, on 
the •ondei’standing that they were to be discharged at 
their native place, Vau Yau There were ten of them, 
fine, stalwart fellows, able-bodied, and willing as pos- 
sible They were cleanly in their habits, and devout 
members of the Wesleyan body, so that their behavioui 
was quite a reproach to some of our half-civilized crew 
Berths were found for them m the forecastle, and they 
took their places among us qmte naturally, bemg fairly 
well used to a whale-ship 



CHAPTER XVIII 

ON THE “line” grounds 

We Tyeiglied at last, one monung, with a beautiful 
bieeze, and, bidding a long farew’^ell to the lovely isles 
and their amiable inhabitants, stood at sea, bound for 
the “ Ime ” or equatorial grounds on our legitimate 
business of speim ■whaling It w’as now a long ■while 
smce "we had been in contact ■with a cachalot, the last 
one havmg been kiHed by us on the Coast of Japan 
some SIX months before But we all looked foiward to 
the coming campaign ■with considerable joy, for we 
were now a happy family, interested m the work, and, 
best of all, even if the time was still distant, we were, 
in a sense, homeward bound At any rate, we all chose 
BO to thmk, from the circumstance that we were now 
working to the southward, towards Cape Horn, the 
rounding of which dreaded pomt would mark the final 
stage of our globe-encrrcling voyage 

We had, durmg our stay at Honolulu, obtained a 
couple of grand boats in addition to our stock, and were 
now m a position to man and lower five at once, if 
occasion should anse, still leaving sufficient crew on 
board to work the vesseL The captam had also engaged 
an elderly seaman of his acquamtance — out of puie 
philanthropy, as we all thought, since he was m a state 
of semi-starvation ashore — to act as a kmd of sailing- 
master, so as to reheve the captam of ship duty at 
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^Inline: tune, allo^sing him still to head Ins boat This 
i\asnot altogether welcome news to me, for, much as 
I liked tlie old man and admired his pluck, I could not 
lielp dreading bis utter recklessness u hen on a whale, 
which had so often led to a smash-up that might have 
l>cen easily a\oided Morcovei, I reasoned that if ho 
had been foolhardy before, ho was likely to ho much 
more so now, having no supenor to look black or use 
language when a disaster occurred For now I was his 
harpooner, bound to take ns many nsks as be chose to 
incur, and anvious also to earn a reputation among the 
more ■reasoned whalemen for smartness sufficient to 
justify my promotion. 

Tlie Ifanakns shipped at Honolulu were distributed 
among the boats, tw'o to each, being already ti-amed 
whalemen, and a fine lot of fellows they were My 
two — Samuela and Polly — were not very big men, but 
sturdy, nimble as cats, as much at home in the w^ater 
as on deck, and simply bubbling over with fun and 
good-liumour From my earhest sea-going, I have 
alwajs had a strong liking for natives of tropical 
countries, finding them affectionate and amenable to 
kindness Why, I think, white men do not get on 
with darkies well, as a rule, is, that they seldom make 
an appeal to the mom, in them It is very degradmg to 
find one’s self looked down upon as a sort of ammal 
•without reason or feelings , and if you degrade a man, 
you deprive him of any incentive to make himself 
useful, except the brute one you may feel bound to 
apply yourself My experience has been limited to 
Africans (of sorts), Kanakas, natives of Hmdostan, 
Malagasy, and Chmese , but ^vlth all these I have found 
a little camaraderie answer excellently True, they are 
lazy , but what inducement have they to work ? The 
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complicated needs of onx civilized existence compel i/s 
to i\ ork, or be run over by tbe nirresting macbine , but 
I take leave to doubt ivbetber any of us -with a primitive 
enmonment would not be as lazy as any Kanaka that 
ever dozed under a banana tree tbrougb daylight hours 
"Why, then, make an exalted virtue of the necessity 
which drives us, and objurgate the pool black man 
because he prefers present ease to a doubtful prospective 
retirement on a competency ^ Australian blackfellows 
and Malays ai'8 said to be impervious to land treatment 
by a great number of ivitnesses, the former nppearmg 
mcapable of gratitude, and the latter unable to resist 
the frequent temptation to kill somebody Not knoiving 
anything personally of either of these races, I can say 
nothmg for or against them 

AH the coloured individuals that I have had to do 
with have amply repaid any little kindness shown them 
with fidelity and affection, but especially has this been 
the case with Kanakas The soft and melodious language 
spoken by them is easy to acquire, and is so pleasant 
to speak that it is well worth learning, to saj nothing 
of the convenience to j ourself, although the Kanaka 
speedily picks up the mutilated jargon which does duty 
for English on board ship 

What I specially longed for now was a horpooner, 
or even two, so that I might have my boat to myself, 
the captom taking his own boat with a settled harpooner 
Samuela, the biggest of my two Kanakas, very earnestly 
informed me that he was no end of a “ number one ” 
whale slaughterer, but I judged it best to see how 
things went before asking to have him promoted My 
chance, and his, came very promptly , so nicely arranged, 
too, that I could not have wished for anything better 
The skipper had got a fine, healthy bod on one knee-cap, 



ON THE ^^LINL'' GROUNDS 


211 


and another on liis Avrist, so that ho -was, as you may 
say, 7/0? < dc combat Wlnle he \ras impatiently waitmg 
to get about once more, speim Avhales were raised 
Although iieaily frantic with aunoynnee, he was com- 
pelled to lea\e the ducction of things to IVlr Cruce, 
uho was q^mte pufled up -willi the importance of his 
opportunity 

Such a nice little school of cow-ivhales, a lovely 
breere, clear sky, warm weather — I felt as gay as a 
lark at the prospect As we weie leachmg to wind- 
ward, with all boats ready for lowering, the skipper 
called me aft and said, "ISTaow, IVIi BuHen, I cam’t 
loner, because of this condemned leg 'n arm of mme, 
but hon ’r yew goin’ ter manage ’tlioiit a barpooneei ? " 
I suggested that if he would allow me to try Samuela, 
who nas sufTcimg for a chance to distinguish himself, 
wo would “come out on top” “All right,” he said, 

“ but let the other boats get fast first, ’n doan be in too 
much of a hurry to tie yerself up till ye see what's 
doin’ If everythin’s goin’ bizness-fashion’, ’n yew git 
a chance, sail right in , yew got tei begm some tune 
But ef thet Kanaka looks skeered goin’ on, take the 
iron frum liim ter onct ” I promised, and the inter- 
Mew ended 

Wlien I told Samuela of his chance, he was beside 
himself with joy As to his being scaled, the idea 
was mamfestly absurd He was as pleased with the 
prospect as it was possible for a man to he, and hardly 
able to contain himseK for impatience to be off I 
almost envied him his exuberant delight, for a sense of 
responsibility began to weigh upon me with somewhat 
depressing effect 

We gained a good weather-gage, rounded to, and 
lowered four boats Getting away in good style, we 
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had haxely got the sails up, uhen soinethiiig gaUied 
the school "We saw or heard nothing to account for it, 
hut undoubtedly the “ fish ” were oCf at top speed dead 
to windward, so that our sails were of no use We had 
them lu with as little delay as possible, and lay to oiu 
oars for all we were worth, being fresh and strong, as 
well as anxious to get amongst them But I fancy nil 
our efforts would have availed us little had it not been 
for the experience of I^Ir Grace, whose eager eye de- 
tected the fact that the fish were running on a great 
curve, and shaped our course to cut them off along a 
chord of the arc 

Two and a half hours of energetic v ork was req^uired 
of us before we got on terms with the fleeing monsters , 
but at last, to our great joy, they broke water from 
soundmg right among us It was a considerable sur- 
pnse, but we were all ready, and before they had 
spouted twice, three boats were fast, only myself kee]!- 
ing out, in accordance with my instructions Samueln 
was almost distraught with rage and grief at the con- 
dition of things I quite pitied him, although I was 
anythmg hut pleased myself However, when I langed 
up alongside the mate's fish, to render what assistance 
was needed, he shouted to me, "We’s all right, go’n 
git fas’, if yew km ” That was enough, and away wo 
flew after a retreating spout to leeward Before we got 
there, though, there was an npheai al in the water just 
ahead, and up came a hack like a keelless ship bottom 
np Out came the head belongmg to it, and a spout 
like an explosion hurst forth, denoUng the presence of 
an enormous bnll-cachalot Close by his side was a 
cow of about one-third his size, the favoured sultana of 
his harem, I suppose Prudence whispered, Go for 
the cow,” Ambition hissed, "All or none — the bull, 
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tlio bull." rortuDfitely emergencies of tins kind leave 
one blit a second or tvo to decide, as a rale, in tins 
case, ns it Imppcncd, I ivns spared eicn that mental 
contlict, for ns 'nc ran up beUveen the two vast 
cn^ai tires, Sainuela, never e\en looking at the cow, 
burlM his harjioon. vith all the energy that he had 
been bursting vith so long, at the mighty bull I 
watched its tliglit — saw it enter the black mass and 
disajtpcar to the shaft, and almost immediately came 
the ■second iron, v ithm a foot of the first, burying itseli 
m the same solid fashion 

" Stani— starn alll ” I shouted , and we backed 
slowly away, considerably hampered by the persistent 
attentions of tlie cov, who bung round us closely The 
temptation to Inncc her was certainly great, but I 
remembered the fate that had o\ ertaken the skipper on 
the first occasion we strack whales, and did not meddle 
\Tith her ladyship Our prey was not apparently dis- 
posed to kick up much fuss at first, so, anxious to settle 
matters, I changed ends with Samnela, and pulled m 
on the whale A good, steady lance-thrust — the first 
I had ever delivered — was obtained, sending a thrill 
of tnumpli through my whole body The recipient, 
thoroughly roused by this, started off at a great lick, 
accompanied, somewhat to my surprise, by the cow^ 
Thenceforward for another hour, m spite of all our 
efforts, we could not get witlun stiokmg distance, mainly 
because of the close attention of the cow, w'hicli stuck 
to her lord like a calf to its mother I was gettmg so 
impatient of this Imidrance, that it was all I could do 
to restrain myself from lancmg the cow, though I felt 
convinced tliat, if I did, I should spoil a good job 
Suddenly I caught sight of the ship right ahead We 
were stiU flymg along, so that in a short time we were 
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compaiatively close to lier My heart beat high, and 
I burned to distinguish myself under the fnendly and 
appreciative eye of the skipper 

hfone of other boats were in sight, from our 
level at least, so that I had a reasonable hope of bemg 
able to finish my game, vath all the glory thereunto 
attaching, unshared by any other of my fellow-officers 
As we ran quite closely past the ship, caUing on the 
crew to haul up for all they were worth, we managed 
actually to squeeze past the cow, and I got m a really 
deadly blow The pomt of the lance entered just 
between the fin and the eye, but higher up, missing the 
broad plate of the shoulder-blade, and sinlong its whole 
four feet over the hitches right down mto the animal’s 
vitals Then, for the first tune, he threw up his flukes, 
thrashmg them from side to side almost round to his 
head, and raismg such a turmoil that we were half full 
of water m a moment But Samuela was so quick at 
the steer-oar, so hthe and forceful, and withal appeared 
so to antiapate every move of mine, that there seemed 
hardly any danger 

After a few moments of this tremendous exertion, 
our victim settled down, leavmg the water deeply 
stamed with his gushmg blood With him disappeared 
his constant compamon, the faithful cow, who had 
never left his side a minute smce we first sot fast. 
Down, down they went, until my line began to look 
very low, and I was compelled to make signals to the 
ship for more We had hardly elevated the oars, when 
down dropped the last boat with four men in her, 
amvmg by my side m a few minutes with two fresh 
tubs of tow-hne We took them on board, and the 
boat returned again By the time the slack came we 
had about four hundred and fifty fathoms out — a goodly 
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henp to pilo up loose m our stem-sheets I felt sure, 
however. Hint we should have but little more trouble 
vnth our fish , in fact, I wns half afraid that he would 
die before getting to the surface, in which case he might 
sink and Imj lost lYc hauled steadily away, the line 
not coming in \ ery easily, until I judged there was only 
a1>out another hundred fathoms out. Our amazement 
may bo imagined, when suddenly we wore compelled 
to slack away again, the sudden weight on the line 
suggesting that the fish was again sounding If ever a 
3 'oung hand was perplexed, it was I Jlever before had 
I heaid of such unseemly behainour, nor was my 
anxietj’ lessened when I saw, a short distance away, 
the huge body of my prize at the surface spoutmg 
blood At the same time, I w as paying out hne at a 
good rate, as if I had a fast fish on which was sounding 
briskly. 

The skipper had been watching me very closely 
from his seat on the taffrad, and had kept the ship 
within easy distance Now, suspectmg something out 
of tlic common, he sent the boat again to my assistance, 
in charge of the cooper When that worthy arrived, he 
said, “ Th’ ol’ man reckons yeiv’ve got snarled erp 'ith 
thet ar' loose keow, 'n y’r uons hev draw’d from th 
other I’m g^vlne ter wait on him, ’n get him ’longside 
’soon’s he’s out’er his flurry Ole man sez yew’d best 
wait on what's fast t’ yei an’ nev' nune th’ other” 
Away he went, reachmg my prize just as the last feeble 
spout exhaled, leavmg the dregs of that great flood of 
life tnckhng lazily down from the widely expanded 
spiracle To drive a harpoon mto the carcass, and run 
the Imo on board, was the simplest of jobs, for, as the 
captam had foreseen, my irons were drawn clean I 
had no leisure to take any notice of them now, though. 
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for whatever was on my line was coming up hand- 
over-fist 

With a hound it reached the surface — the identical 
cow so long attendant upon the dead whale Having 
been so long below for such a small whale, she was 
quite exhausted, and before she had recovered we had 
got alongside of her and lanced her, so thoroughly that 
she died without a struggle The ship was so close 
that we had her alongside m a wonderfully short time, 
and with scarcely any trouble 

When I reached the deck, the skipper called me, 
and said several things that made me feel about six 
inches taller He was, as may be thought, exceedingly 
pleased, saymg that only once m his long career had he 
seen a similar case , for I forgot to mention that the 
hne was entangled around the cow’s down-hanging jaw, 
as if she had actually tned to bite in two the rope that 
held her consort, and only succeeded m sharing his 
fate. I would not hke to say that whales do not try 
to thus sever a line, but, their teeth bemg several 
mches apart, comcal, and fitting into sockets in the 
upper jaw instead of meetmg the opposed surfaces of 
other teeth, the accomplishment of such a feat must, I 
think, be impossible 

The ship bemg now as good as anchored by the vast 
mass of flesh hangmg to her, there was a tremendous 
task awaitmg us to get the other flsh alongside Of 
course they were all to windward , they nearly always 
are, unless the ship is persistently " turned to wind- 
ward ” while the fishmg is gomg on Whalers beheve 
that they always work up mto the wind while fast, and, 
when dead, it is certain that they drift at a pretty good 
rate right in the “ wind’s eye." This is accounted for 
by the play of the body, which naturally lies head to 
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xvincl ; And tho wash of the flukes, which, achng some- 
what like tho “sculling” of an oar at tho stem of a 
boat, propel tho carcass la the dircctioa it is pomting 
Consequently wc had a cruel amount of towing to do 
before wc got the three cows alongside Jlany a time 
wo blessed ourselves that they were no bigger, for of all 
the clumsy things to tow with boats, a sperm whale is 
about tlie worst 0\nng to the great square mass of 
the head, they can hardly he towed head-on at all, the 
practice being to cut oir the tips of the flukes, and tow 
them tail first But even then it is slavery To dip 
'vour oar about three times m the same hole from 
whence you inthdrew it, to tug at it with all your 
might, apparently making as mucli progress as though 
you were fast to a dock-wall, and to continue this fun 
for four or five hours at a stretch, is to wonder indeed 
whether you have not mistaken your vocation 

However, “it’s dogged as does it,” so by dint of 
sheer sticking to the oar, we eventually succeeded in 
getting all our pnzes alongside before eight bells that 
evening, securing them around ns by hawsers to the 
cows, but giving the big bull the post of honour 
alongside on the best fluke-ebam. 

We were a busy company for a fortnight thence, 
until the last of the oil was run below — two hundred 
and fifty barrels, or twenty-five tuns, of the valuable 
fluid having rew'arded our exertions During these 
operations we had drifted night and day, apparently 
without anybody taking the slightest account of the 
direction we were taking , when, therefore, on the day 
after clearing up the last traces of our fishing, the cry 
of “ Land ho 1 ” came rmging down JErom the cro'w’ s- 
nest, no one was surprised, although the part of the 
Pacific m w’hich we were cruising has but few patches 
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of ten a firma scattered about over its immense area 
when compared "witb tbe crowded archipelagoes lying 
farther south and east. 

We could not see the reported land from the deck 
for two hours after it was first seen from aloft, although 
the odd spectacle of a scattered gioup of cocoa-nut trees 
apparently growmg out of the sea was for some time 
presented to us before the island itself came into 
view It was Christmas Island, where the indefatigable 
Captain Cook landed on Decombei 24, 1777, for the 
purpose of making accurate observations of an eclipse 
of the sun. He it was who gave to this lonely atoll the 
name it has ever smce borne, with charactenstic modesty 
giving his own great name to a tmy patch of coral 
which almost blocks the entrance to the central lagoon 
Here we lay “ off and on ” for a couple of days, while 
foragmg parties went ashore, returning at inten’^als 
with abundance of turtle and sea-fowls’ eggs But any 
detailed account of their proceedmgs must be ruthlessly 
curtailed, owmg to the scanty limits of space remammg 



CHAPTErv XIX 


cnoiva ’^orriiAwnt) 

Tin htn> ^uiuh embrace an exceedingly 

"xU'Wvc nnn, nver the "wholp of winch spenn wlialcs 
nn) Kt fomul general Ij of tncdimn size Ko means 
of e^’inuatin" ihc probnhlu plenty or ccarcjty of them in 
any given pirt of the grounds exist, so that falling in 
with them 1*: ptirel) a matter of roinculcnca To me 
It nis IV mnclu'-ive proof of the enormous munhers 
of *'penn whales frequenting certain laigo breadths 
of ocenn, tint thev should ho so often fallen in with, 
nnncnulK'rmg w hat a little spot is represented by a day’s 
cru)«e and that the sign'vwhich denote almost infallibly 
the vi< inity of nglit whales are entirely absent in the 
case of the I'achalot In the narrow waters of the 
Grccnlind com, with quite a small number of vessels 
seeking, It i« Imrdlj possible for a wlinle of any size to 
escjipf* being seen , but m the o}>cn ocean a goodly heel 
ins} cniise over a epnee of u hundred thousand equaie 
miles vviihouL meeting nnj of the whales that may yet 
bo there in large numbers So that when one bears 
talk of the o vtinction of tho cachalot, it is w ell to bear in 
mind that such a thing would take a long senes of jears 
to efiect, even were the whaling business waxing instead 
of waning While, however, South Sen wJinhng is con- 
ducted on such old-world methods ns still obtain, while 
steam, with all the power it gives ol rapidly dealing 
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mth a catch, is not made use of, the art and mystery of 
the whale-fisher must contmually decrease No such 
valuable luhncant has ever been found as sperm oil, 
hut the cost of its production, added to the procanous 
nature of the supply, so handicaps it in the competition 
with substitutes that it has been practically eliminated 
from the English markets, except in such greatly 
adulterated forms as to render it a lie to speak of the 
mixture as sperm od at all 

Except to a few whose minds to them are kingdoms, 
and others who can hardly be said to have any minds 
at all, the long monotony of unsuccessful seeking for 
whales is very wearying The ceaseless motion of the 
vessel rocking at the centre of a circular space of blue, 
with a perfectly symmetncal dome of azure enclosing 
her above, unflecked by a smgle cloud, becomes at last 
almost unbearable from its changeless sameness of 
environment Were it not for the tnvinl round and 
common task of ei eryday ship duty, some of the crew 
must become idiotic, or, in sheer rage at the want of 
mterest m their bves, commit mutiny 

Such a weary tune was ours for full four weeks 
after sightmg Christmas Island, The fine haul we had 
obtamed just previous to that day seemed to have 
exhausted our luck for the time bemg, for never a spout 
did we see And it was with no ordmary delight that 
we hailed the advent of an immense school of black- 
fish, the first we had run across for a long tune 
Determined to have a big catch, if possible, we lowered 
aU five boats, os it was a beautifully calm day, and the 
ship might almost safely have been left to look after 
herself After what we had recently been accustomed 
to, the game seemed tnfling to get up much excitement 
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over , but still, for a good day’s sport, commend me to 
a few lively black-fish 

In less than ten minutes we were in the thick of 
the crowd, with harpoons flymg nght and left Such 
a scene of wild confusion and uproarious merriment 
ensued as I never saw before in my life The skipper, 
true to his tiuditions, got fast to four, all runnmg 
different ways at once, and making the calm sea boil 
again with them frantic gyrations Each of the other 
boats got hold of three , but, the mate getting too near 
me, our fish got so mextricably tangled up that it was 
hopeless to tiy and distmgmsh between each other’s 
prizes However, when we got the lances to work 
among them, the hubbub calmed down greatly, and the 
big bodies one by one ceased them gambols, floatmg 
supme 

So far, all had been gay, but the unlucky second 
mate must needs go and do a thing that spoiled a day’s 
fun entirely The Ime runs through a deep groove in 
the boat’s stem, over a brass roller so fitted that when 
the hue is runnmg out it remams fixed, but when 
hauling in it revolves freely, assistmg the woik a great 
deal The second mate had three fish fast, like the 
rest of us — the first one on the end of the mam Ime, 
the other two on “ short warps,” or pieces of whale-lme 
some eight or ten fathoms long fastened to harpoons, 
with the other ends runnmg on the mam Ime by means 
of bowlmes round it. By some mistake or other he had 
allowed the two Imes to be hauled together through 
the groove m his boat’s stem, and before the error was 
noticed two fish spurted off m opposite directions, 
nppmg the boat m two halves lengthways, hke a 
Dutchman splittmg a salt hernng 

Away went the fish with the whole of the Ime, 
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110150117 being able to get at it to cat ; and, but for tbe 
presence of mind shown by the crew in striking out 
and away from the tangle, a most ghastly misfortune, 
mvolvmg the loss of several lives, must have occurred 
As it was, the loss was considerable, almost outweighing 
the gam on the day’s fishing, besides the lu convenience 
of havmg a boat useless on whaling grounds 

The accident was the fruit of gross carelessness, and 
should never have occurred, but then, strange to say, 
disasters to whale-boats are nearly always due to want 
of care, the percentage of unavoidable casualties bemg 
very small as compared with those like the one just 
related When the highly dangerous nature of the work 
13 remembered, this statement may seem somewhat 
overdrawn , hut it has been so frequently corroborated 
by others, whose experience far outweighs my own, that 
I do not hesitate to make it with the fullest confidence 
m its truth 

Happily no lives were lost on this occasion, for it 
would have mdeed been grievous to have seen our ship- 
mates sacrificed to the manes of a mere black-fish, after 
successfully encountering so many mighty whales The 
episode gave us a great deal of unnecessary work 
gettmg the two halves of the boat saved, m addition 
to securing our fish, so that by the time we got the 
twelve remammg carcasses hove on deck we were all 
quite fagged out But under the new rigvmc we were 
sure of a good rest, so that did not trouble us; it 
rather made the lounge on deck m the balmy evenmg 
air and the well-filled pipe of peace doubly sweet 

Our next day’s work completed the skinning of the 
haul we had made, the last of the carcasses going over- 
board with a thunderous splash at four in the afternoon 
The assemblage of sliarks round the ship on thm occasion 
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w.'js incredible fonts number and the great size of the 
cronturiis. Certainly no manners see so many or such 
huge sharks ns whalemen, but, in spite of all our 
previous evpenencc, this day touched high-water mark 
l\rnni of these fish were of a size undreamed of by the 
ordinary seafarer, some of them full thirty feet in length, 
more like whales than sharks Most of them were 
stnped diagonally nith bands of yellow, contrasting 
cunously vnth the ding)' grey of their normal colour 
From this marking is denied then popular name — 
•' tiger sharks," not, as might bo supposed, from their 
ferocity That attnbute cannot properly be apphed to 
the sgualus at all, vhich is one of the most timid fish 
afloat, and whose ill name, as far as regards blood- 
thirstiness, is (luite undeserved Eapacious tlie shark 
certainly is , but what sea-fish is not ? Ho is not at 
all particular as to Lis diet, but what sea-fish is? 
^Vlth such a great bulk of body, such enormous vitahty 
and ^ igour to support, he must needs be ever eating , 
and since he is not constructed on swift enough hues 
to enable him to prey upon hving fish, like most of his 
neighbours, he is perforce compelled to play the humble 
but useful part of a sen-scavenger 

He eats man, as he eats anything else eatable, 
because in the water man is easily caught, and not from 
natural depravity or an acquired taste begettmg a 
decided preference for human flesh All natives of 
shores infested by sharks despise him and his alleged 
man-eatmg propensities, knowing that a veiy feeble 
splashing uuU suffice to fnghten him away even if ever 
so hungry Demerara River literally swarms with 
sharks, yet I have often seen a negro, clad only m a 
beaming smile, slip into its muddy waters, and, after 
a few shaip blows with his open hand upon the surface. 
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calmly swim down to the bottom, clear a ship’s anchor, 
or do whatever job was required, coming up again as 
leisurely as if in a smmming-bath A similar disregard 
of the dangerous attributes awarded by popular consent 
to the shark may be witnessed everywhere among the 
people who know him best The cruelties perpetrated 
upon sharks by seamen generally are the result of 
ignoiunce and superstition combmed, the most infernal 
forces known to humanity H’hat would be said at 
home of such an act, if it could be witnessed among 
us, as the disembowelling of a tiger, say, and then 
letting him run m that horrible condition somewhere 
remote from the possibility of retaliating upon his 
torturers ^ Yet that is hardly comparable with a 
similar atiocity performed upon a shark, because he 
will live hours to the tiger’s minutes in such a 
condition 

I once caught a shark nine feet long, which we 
hauled on board and kdled by cutting off its head and 
tail It died very speedily — ^for a shark — all muscular 
motion ceasing m less than fifteen mmutes It was 
my intention to prepare that useless and unomamental 
article so dear to sailors — a walkmg-stick made of a 
shark’s backbone But when I came to cut out the 
vertebra, I noticed a large scar, extendmg from one 
side to the other, right across the centre of the back 
Beneath it the backbone was thickened to treble its 
normal aze, and perfectly rigid , in fact, it had become 
amass of solid bone At some time or other this shark 
had been harpooned so seveiely that, m wrenching 
himself free, he must have nearly tom his body m two 
halves, severmg the spinal column completely. Yet 
such a wound as that had been healed by natural 
rocess, the bone knit together again with many times 
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the ctnMUjtlj it Ind before* — minu';, of course, its 
Jlcxibih:)—.!!!'! 1 (MU (estif\ from tiic o\])CiJcnco of 
him tiiut Iil* could uot possiblv ha\e been 
Uiore \igoious than he was 

A finonritc pmcticc u*’.ul to Ijc — I trust ifc is so no 
lon^iT — to totclt a sljurk, and. nfiei dn\in" u sharpened 
stake dowi through Ins u}»pci ]au and out underneath 
the lower one, so that its upjxu ]K)rttou pointed 
di'itonidl) forwiml, to let linn go aeam The con- 
sjqiimitc of tins cruelty would bo that the fish was 
unnble to ojion Ids mouth, or go in any dii'ccfcion 
without nnmediatel} coming to the suiface How 
long he might lingei in such toituro, one can only 
gui'.s, but unless Ins leilows, finding him thus help- 
Ic", came idutig and kindh do^ cured him, no doubt 
he would o'cisi m evtremo agon> for a ver}- long tune 
Two moio small cows were all that rewarded our 
sestch duniig the next fortnight, and w’o began to feel 
serious donlits as to the success of our season upon the 
hue grounds, after all Still, on the wliole, our voyage 
up to the present had not been wliat might fairly be 
Ctilled unsuccessful, for wo were not }et two years away 
from New Bedford, wlide we had considerably moio than 
two thousand barrels of oil on board — more, in fact, than 
two-thirds of a full caigo But if a whale were caught 
every other da}'' for six months, and then a month 
elapsed without any being seen, grumbling would be 
loud and frequent, all the previous success being for- 
gotten in the present stagnation Perhaps it is not 
so ddlferent in other professions neaier horae^ 

Gliristraas Day drew near, beloved of Englishmen all 
the world over, though thought little of by Amencans 
The two previous ones spent on board the Cachalot have 
been passed over without mention, absolutely no notice 
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being taken of tbe season by any one on board, to all 
appearance In English, ships some attempt is always 
m^e to give the day somewhat of a festive chaiacter, 
and to mamtam the national tradition of good-cheer and 
goodwill m whatever port of the world yon may happen 
to be Eor some reason or other, perhaps becanse of 
the great mcrease in comfort we had all experienced 
lately, I felt the approach of the great Christian anni- 
versary very strongly , although, had I been in Ixmdon, 
I should probably have spent it in lonely gloom, having 
no relatives or Mends whom I might nsit But what 
of that ? Christmas is Christmas , and, if we have no 
home, we thmk of the place where our home should be , 
and whether, as cymes sneer, Dickens mvented the 
Enghsh Chnstmas or not, its observance has taken deep 
root among us May its shadow never be less 5 

On Christmas morning I mounted to the crow’s-nest 
at daybreak, and stood looking with never-failing awe 
at the daily marvel of the sunrise Often and often 
have I felt choking for words to express the tumult of 
thoughts aroused by this sublime spectacle Hanging 
there m cloudlaud, the tmy microcosm at one's feet 
forgotten, the grandeur of the celestial outlook is 
overwhelnung Many and many a tune I have bowed 
my head and wept in pure reverence at the majesty 
manifested around me while the glory of the dawn 
increased and brightened, tall with one exultant bound 
the sun appeared 

Eor some tame I stood gazmg straight ahead of me 
with eyes that saw not, filled with wonder and 
admiration I must have been looking directly at 
the same spot for quite a quarter of an hour, when 
suddenly, as if I had but just opened my eyes, I saw 

0 well-known, bushy spout of a sperm whale I 
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rriV ’l is'Jinl %oll, vluHi mnn through the •iulhic'js 
th umi:uh. >iutling nil h-nKl*^ out of their Icthnrgy 
out of 0 Imo .\fu’r tlio u^unl prohuiinancs, 
oe Won' ll utLnt nith '^-uh <ol, glidiui; •ilowly over iho 
■'h'l'nou ('Wv (oniink tlie uncouiciou*! objects of our 
r’l'M no Tiir t-,n>Jam did not lo'uer this tune, ns 
tii.'r. onU n}j}>cjieil lo be three fish, none of Iheiu 
i-’ 'mini: h^ge. 7 Jioiieh nt nn) distance it is extreinclj'' 
ddhcolt ’o .W’-ess the '^ire of wholes, the spout bonig 
‘.iry nirleidiiig Soinctmies a fulKsiiicd wliale will 
■eni \ n smdl sjvout, while a twent} -barrel cow will 
t rlnlo n roliuno of in]Mnir e\tensl^o enough for tuo oi 
ihre*' nt ouio 

New although, ncconhiig to etiquette, I kept iny 
position lu the U’li of inv superior officers, I had fully 
diverniiiied lu iny own mind, being puffed up with 
previous sueccs?, to play second fiddle to no one, if I 
could help it, this tiuie, Samuela wns decidedly of the 
same opinion; indeed, I hehevc he would have been 
iklighled to tackle a whole school single-handed, while 
niv ci-cw were all willing and eager for the fight We 
had a long, tedious journey before wo came up wnth 
them, the wind Ixung so light that even wnth the 
occa'^ionul Jtc,'»istance of the paddles our pi ogress wns 
wretchedly slow When nt Inst wo did get into then 
water, and the mate's hnrpoonei stood up to dart, his 
foot slipped, and down he came with a clatter enough 
to scare a cachalot tw entj miles away It gallied our 
friends effectually, sending them flying m different 
directions nt the top of then speed But being some 
distance astern of the other boats, one of the fish, m his 
headloug retreat, rose for a final blow some six or seven 
f.ithoms away, passing us in tlie opposite direction His 
appearance was only momentary, yet in that moment 
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Samuela liurled his harpoon into the air. ■where it 
descnbed a beautiful parabola, coming doMn upon the 
disappearmg monster’s back just as the sea was closing 
ov er it Oh, it was a splendid dart, m orthy of the finest 
horpooner that ever In ed 1 There was no time for con- 
gratulations, however, for wo spun round ns on a pivot, 
and away ive went in the 'Vs akc of that fellow at a great 
late I cast one look astern to see nhether the others 
had struck, but could see nothing of them , we seemed 
to have sprung out of their ken in an instant 

The speed of our friend was marveUous, but I com- 
forted myself with the knowledge that these animals 
usually run in circles — sometimes, it is true, of enormous 
diameter, but seldom gettmg fni away from their start- 
ing-point But as the time went on, and we seemed 
to fly over the waves at iindumnishcd speed, I began to 
thmk this whale might be the cvception necessary to 
piove the rule, so I got out the compass and watched 
his course Due east, not a degree to north oi south of 
it, straight as a bee to its hue The ship was now far 
out of sight astern, but I knew that keen eyes had 
been watching our movements from the masthead, and 
that every effort possible would be made to keep the 
run of us The speed of our w hale was not onlj great, 
but unflagging Ho was more like a machine than an 
animal capable of tinng , and though wo did our level 
best, at the famtest symptom of slackening, t-o get up 
closer and lance him, it was for some time impossible 
After, at a rough estimate, running in a direct easterly 
course for over two hours, he suddenly sounded, without 
havmg given us the ghost of a chance to *' land him 
one where he lived” Judgmg from his pre'Vious 
exertions, though, it was hardly possible ho would be 
able to stay down long, or get very deep, as the strain 
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upon these vest creatures at any depth is astonishingly 
exhausting After a longer stay below than usual, 
when they liave gone extra deep, they often arrive at 
the surface manifestly done up ” for a time Then, if 
the whaleman be active and daring, a few well-directed 
strokes may bo got in which will promptly settle the 
business out of hand. 

Now, when my wliale sounded he was to all appear- 
ance ns fnghtened a beast as one could wish — one who 
had run himself out endeavounng to get away from his 
enemies, and as a last resource liad dived mto the 
quietness below m the vam hope to get away So I 
regarded him, making up my mmd to wait on him with 
diligence upon Ins arrival, and not allow him to get 
breath before I had settled him But when he did 
return, there was a mighty difference in him He 
seemed as if ho had been getting some tips on the 
subject from some school below where whales are tramed 
to hunt men , for his first move was to come straight 
for me with a furious rush, canying the war mto the 
enemy’s country with a vengeance It must be remem- 
bered that I was but young, and a comparatively new 
hand at this sort of thmg , so when I confess that I felt 
more than a little scared at this sudden change m 
the tactics of my opponent, I hope I shall "be excused 
Bemembermg, however, that all our lives depended on 
keepmg cool, I told myself that even if I was frightened 
I must not go all to pieces, but compel myself to think 
and act calmly, smee I was responsible for others If 
the animal had not been m so blind a fury, I am afraid 
my task would have been much harder, but he was 
mad, and his savage rashes were, though disqmetmg, 
unsystematic and clumsy It was essential, however, 
that he should not be allowed to persist too long m his 
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evil coiixses , for a whale learM with amazing rapidity, 
developing such cunnmg m an hour or two that aU a 
man’s smartness may be unable to cope with his newly 
acquired experience Happily, Samuela was perfectly 
unmoved Like a machine, he obeyed every gestuie, 
every look even, swinging the boat “ off ” or “ on ” the 
whale with such sweeping strokes of his mighty oar 
that she revolved as if on a pivot, and encouraging the 
other chaps with his cheerful cries and odd grimaces, so 
that the danger was hardly felt During a momentaiy 
lull in the storm, I took the opportunity to load my 
bomh-gun, much as I disliked handling the thmg, 
keepmg my eye all the tune on the water aiound where 
I expected to see mine enemy poppmg up murderously 
at any minute Just as I had expected, when he rose. 
It was very close, and on his back, with his jaw m the 
first bitmg position, looking ugly as a vision of death 
Fmding us a little out of reach, he rolled right ovei 
towards us, presentmg as he did so the great rotundity 
of his belly We were not twenty feet away, and I 
snatched up the gun, levelled it, and fired the bomb 
pomt-blank mto his bowels Then all was blank I 
do not even remember the next moment A rush of 
roarmg waters, a fightmg with feaiful, despemte energy 
for am and life, all in a burned, flurried phantasmagoria 
about which there was nothing clear except the primitive 
desire for life, life, life ■ Nor do I know how long this 
struggle lasted, except that, m the nature of things, it 
could not have been very long 

When I returned to a consciousness of external 
thmgs, I was for some tune perfectly still, looking at 
the sky, totally unable to rejdize what had happened 
or where I was Presently the smiling, pleasant face 
d Samuel bent over me Meetmg my gratified look of 
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recognition, he set np n perfect yell of delight ''So 
glad, so glad ) on blouga life ' ITo go Davy Jonesy dis 
time, hay ? ” I put my hand out to help myself to a 
sitting posture, and touched bluhbei That startled 
me so that I spnmg up as if shot. Then I took m the 
situation at a glance There were all my poor fellows 
with me, stranded upon the top of our late antagomst, 
but no sign of the boat to bo seen Bewildered at the 
state of affairs, I looked appealingly fiom one to the 
other for an explanation I got it j[ram Abner, who 
said, laconically, "t^en yew fired thet ole gun, I guess 
it mus’ have bm loaded fer bear, fer ye jest tumbled 
clar head over heels backwards outen the boat Et 
that very same moment I suspicion the bomb busted m 
his belly, fer he went clean rampageous loony He 
rolled right over an’ over to’rds us, n’ befo’ we c’d 
rightly see wat wuz comm’, we cu’dnt see anythm’ 
’tall, we \vuz all grabbin’ at nothin’, some’rs undei- 
neath the whale "ViTien I come to the top, I lit eout 
fer the fust thing I c’d see to lay holt of, winch wuz 
old squarhead himself, deader ’n pork. I guess thet 
ar bomb 0' yourn kmder upset his commissary depart- 
ment Anyway, I chmed up onto him, ’n bime-by 
the rest ov us histed themselves alongside ov me 
Sam Weller here, he cum last, towm' you ’long with 
him I don’no whar ho foun’ ye, but ye was veiy near 
a goner, ’n’s full o’ pickle as ye c’d hold ” I turned a 
grateful eye upon my dusky harpooner, who had saved 
my hfe, but was now apparently blissfully unconscious 
of havmg done anythmg mentonous 

Behold us, then, a half-drowned low of scarecrows 
pel died, like some new species of dilapidated birds, 
upon the side of our late foe The sun was not 
60 furiously hot as usual, for masses of ram-laden 
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seemed much more probable than it had done before 
the I'cUn fell 

Still, wo had to enduie oui pillory for a long 
while }et The shaiks and birds began to worry us, 
especially the formei, who in their eagerness to get 
a portion of the blubbei, fought, writhed and tore at 
the carcass with tireless energy Once, one of the 
sniaUei ones actually came sliding up right into our 
hollow, but Samuela and Polly promptly dispatched 
him with a cut throat, sending him back to encourage 
the others The piesent reheved us of most of their 
attentions for a short time at least, as they eagerly 
divided the remams of their late comiude among 
them 

To while away the time we spun yarns — without 
much pomt, I am afraid , and sung songs, albeit we 
did not feel much like singing — till after a while our 
poor attempts at gaiety fizzled out hke a damp match, 
leaving us silent and depressed The sun, which had 
been hidden for some time, now came out agam, Ins 
slantmg beams reveahng to us ommously the flight of 
time and the near approach of night Should darkness 
overtake us m our present position, we all felt that 
saving us would need the perfoimance of a miracle, 
for m addition to the chances of the accumulated gases 
within the carcass bursting it asunder, the unceasmg 
assault of the sharks made it highly doubtful whether 
they would not m a few hours more have devoured it 
piecemeal. Already they had scooped out some deep 
furrows m the solid blubber, making it easier to get 
hold and tear off more, and their numbers were 
mcreasmg so fast that the surro undin g sea was fairly 
alive with them Lower and lower sank the sun, 
deepei and darker grew the gloom upon our faces. 
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nivaJiing at daylight gmto -well and fit, not a bit the 
w orsc for our queer experience of the previous day 
The whale proved a great acquisition, for although 
not nearly so large as many we had caught, he was so 
amazingly rich in blubber that he actually yielded 
twelve and a half tuns of oil, m spite of the heavy toll 
tahen of lum by the hungry multitudes of sharks In 
addition to the oil, wo were fortunate enough to secure 
a lump of ambergris, dislodged perhaps by the ex- 
plosion of my bomb in the animal’s bowels It was 
nearly black, wax -like to the touch, and weighed seven 
pounds and a half At the current price, it would be 
worth about £200, so that, taken altogether, the whale 
very nearly approached m value the largest one we 
had yet caught I had almost omitted to state that 
incorporated with the substance of the ambergris were 
several of the homy cuttle-fish beaks, which, mcapable 
of being digested, had become m some manner part of 
this peculiar product 



CHAPTER XX 

HDMPBACKIN'G ” AT VAU VAU 

A^ OTHER tliree -Beoks' cruising brought us lo the end 
ot the season on the line, which had ccitainly not 
answered all our expectations, although we had per- 
ceptibly increased the old barky’s di aught during our 
staj 'Whether flora love of change or belief in the 
possibilities of a good haul, I can hardly sa^, but 
Captain Count decided to make the best of his way 
south, to the middle gioup of the "Fnendly” Archi- 
pelago, known ns Yau Van, the other portions being 
called Hapai and Tongatahoo respectively, foi a season's 
“ humpbacking ” Prom all I conld gather, we were 
likely to have a good tune there, so I looked forward to 
the visit with a great deal of pleasurable anticipation 
"We were hound to make a call at Yau Yau, m any 
case, to discharge our Kanakas shipped at Honolulu, 
although I fervently hoped to he able to keep my brave 
haipooner Samuela. So when I heard of our destmation, 
I sounded him cautiously as to his washes m the matter, 
fiuding that, while he was both pleased with and proud 
of hiB position on board, he was longing greatly for 
his own orange grove and the embraces of a certain 
tender ‘'fafine” that he averred was there awaitmg 
' excellent reasons for his leavmg us, I 
could / jf* ' ^ ^ e him, sympathizmg with. 
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kun too deeply to \vish him away from such joys as he 
descnbed to me 

So we bade farewell to the hue gioimds, and 
commenced another stretch to the south, another mile- 
stone, as it were, on the long road home Prosaic and 
imerentful to the last degree was our passage, the 
only incident woith recording bemg our “gammmg” 
of the Passamaquoddy, of Martha’s Vmeyard, South Sea 
whaler , eighteen months out, with one thousand barrels 
of sperm oil on board. We felt quite veterans along- 
side of her crew, and our yams laid over theirs to 
such an extent that they were qmte disgusted at their 
lack of experience Some of them had known our late 
skipper, but none of them had a good word for him, the 
old maxim, "Speak nothmg but good of the dead,” 
bemg most flagrantly set at nought One of her crew 
was a Whitechapehan, who had been rovmg about the 
world for a good many years. 

Amongst other experiences, he had, after " jumpmg 
the bounty ” two or three times, foimd himself a sergeant 
m the Federal Army before Gettysburg Dunng that 
most bloody battle, he mformed me that a " Eeb ” drew 
a bead on him at about a dozen yards’ distance, and 
fired He said he felt just as if somebody had punched 
him m the chest, and knocked him flat on his back on 
top of a sharp stone — no pam at all, nor any further 
recollection of what had happened, untd he found him- 
self at the base, m hospital When the surgeons came 
to examine him for the bullet, they found that it had 
struck the broad brass plate of his cross-belt fairly m 
the middle, penetratmg it and shattenng his bieast 
bone But after torturing him vilely ivith the probe, 
they were about to give up the search m despair, when 

be told them he felt a pam m his back Ex amin i n g 

I 
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the spot indicated by him, they found a bullet just 
beneath the skin, -which a touch with the knife allo-wed 
to tumble out rurther examination revealed the 
strange fact that the bullet, after striking his breast- 
bone, had glanced aside and travelled round lus body 
just beneath the skin, -without doing him any further 
harm In proof of Ins story, he showed me the two 
scars and the perforated buckle-plate. 

At another tune, bemg in charge of a picket of 
Germans, he and his command were captured by a party 
of Confederates, who haled lum before their colonel, a 
southern gentleman of the old school In the coiu:se of 
his interrogation by the southern ofllcer, he -was asked 
where he hailed from He repbed, " London, England " 
" Then,” said the colonel, “ how is it you find yourself 
fightmg for these accursed Yankees ? ” The cockney 
faltered out some feeble excuse or another, which his 
captor cut short hy saying, “ I’ve a great respect for the 
English, and conseguently I’ll let jou go this time 
But if ever I catch you again, you’re gone up. As for 

those d d Dutchmen, they’ll be strung up inside of 

five minutes ” And they -uere 

So with yam, song, and dance, the evening passed 
pleasantly away, while the two old hookers jogged 
amicably along side hy side, like two market-horses 
-whose drivers are ha\mg a friendly crack Along about 
midnight we exchanged crews again, and parted v«th 
many expressions of good-will — we to the southward, she 
to the eastward, for some particular preserve behoved 
in by her commander 

In process of tune we made the laud of Van Van, a 
picturesque, densely wooded, and in many places pre- 
cipitous, group of islands, the approach being singularly 
free from dangers m the shape of partly hidden reefs 
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Lo-.ig mul intncAto Averc the pnssnges v.o tlirended, until 
wc ntnllycftmo to nnchor in n loAcly little bay perfectly 
sheltered from nil \nnd? "We niooied, -vnUiin n mile of 
a tlarrling white boadi, in tivoh e fathoms A few native 
honscs cinbou oivd in orange and cocoa-nut trees showed 
ht_re and tberti, vliile the tuo horns of the bay w’ere 
*:teej)'t<'>, and co\eied with ^c^dure almost down to the 
wat^w's edge Tlio anchor uns hardly do^vn before a 
pt'rfeci ileot of canoes flocked around us, all carrying 
the familiar balancing outngger, vithout vhich those 
iniTOU dugouts cannot possibly keep upright Them 
occupant*? swarmed on hoard, laughing and playing hko 
so many children, and with all sorts of wanning gestures 
and tones bc'?ought onr fnendship " You my flem ? ” 
was the one question winch all asked, but what its 
imiKirt iniglit lie wo could not guess for some time 
31\-and-by it appealed that when once you had agined 
to accept a iiatu e for your " flem," or friend, he from 
hencefoiward felt in dutj bound to attend to all your 
nuts which it lay within lus powei to supply Tins 
important pi'climuiary settled, fruit and provisions of 
\ arious kinds nppeai-ed as if by magic Huge baskets 
of luscious oranges, massive bunches of gold and green 
bananas, dusters of green cocoa-nuts, conch-shells full 
of clullies, fowls loudly protesting against their liard 
fate, gourds full of eggs, and a few vociferous swme — 
all came tumbling on hoard in richest profusion, and, 
strangest thing of all, not a copper was asked in return 
I might have as tnily said nothing was asked, smee 
money must have been useless here Many women 
came alongside, but none climbed on board Surprised 
at this, I asked Samuela the reason, as soon as I could 
disengage him for a few moments from the caresses of 
his fiieuds He informed me that the ladies’ reluctance 
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to favoiir us vnth. tlieir society was ovring to their being 
IE native dress, which it is punishable to appear m 
among white men, the punishment consisting of a rather 
heavy fine Even the men and bo>s, I noticed, before 
they ventured to climb on board, stayed a wliile to put 
on trousers, or what did duty for tliose useful articles of 
dress At any rate, they were all clothed, not merely 
enivrapped with a fold or two of " tapa,” the native 
hark-cloth, but made awkward and ugly b}' dilapidated 
shirts and pants 

She was a busy ship for the rest of that day. The 
anchor down, sails furled and decks su ept, the rest of 
the time was our own, and high jmks were the result. 
The islanders were ammhility personified, merry as 
children, nor did I see or heai one quarrelsome indi- 
vidual among them While we weie greedily devouring 
the delicious fruit, which was piled on deck in moun- 
tainous quantities, they encouraged us, telling us that 
the trees ashore were breaking down under their loads, 
and what a pity it was that there v\ ere so few to eat 
such bountiful supplies 

We were, it appeared, the first whale-ship that had 
anchored theie that year, and, m that particular hay 
where we lay, no vessel had moored for over two years 
An occasional schooner from Sydney called at the 
“town” about ten miles away, where the viceroy’s 
house was, and at the present time of speaking one of 
GodeSroi's Hamburg ships was at anchor there, taking 
m an accumulation of copra from her agent’s store 
But the natives all spoke of her with a shmg — “Ho 
bke Tashman Tashmau no good ” "Why, I could not 
ascertain 

Our Kanakas had promised to remain with us till 
our departure for the south, so, hard as it seemed to 
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them, they "svere not allowed to go ashore, m case they 
might not come back, and leave us short-handed But 
os their relatives and friends could nsit them whenever 
they felt inclined, the restriction did not hurt them 
much The next day, bemg Sunday, all hands weie 
allowed liberty to go ashore by turns (except the 
Kanakas), %vith strict injunctions to molest no one, but 
to behave as if in a big town guarded by pohcemen 
As no money could be spent, none was given, and, best 
of all, it was impossible to piocure any intoxicating 
liC[Uor 

Our paity got ashore about 9 30, but not a soul was 
visible either on the beach or m the sun-lit paths which 
led through the forest inland. Here and there a house, 
with doors wide open, stood m its httle cleaied space, 
silent and deseited It was hke a coimtry without 
inhabitants Presently, however, a burst of melody 
arrested us, and borne upon the scented breeze came — 
oh, so sweetly ! — the well-remembered notes of " Hol- 
lingside” Hurriedly gettmg behmd a tree, I let 
myself go, and had a perfectly lovely, soul-refreshmg 
cry Beads funny, doesn’t it ? Sign of weakness 
perhaps But when childish memories come back 
upon one toiTent-like in the swell of a hymn or the 
scent of the hawthorn, it seems to me that the flood- 
gates open without you having anythmg to do with it 
"When I was a little chap in the Lock Chapel choir, 
before the evil days came, that tune was my favourite , 
and when I heard it suddenly come wellmg up out of 
the depths of the forest, my heart just stood still for 
a moment, and then the tears came Queer idea, 
perhaps, to some people , but I do not know when I 
enjoyed myself so much as I did just then, except 
when a boy of sixteen home from a voyage, and 
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stroUmg along the Kniglitsbndge Eoad, I “ happened ” 
into the Albert Hall I did. not m the least know 
what was coming, the notices on the hills did not 
mean anything to me, bnt I paid my shilling, and 
went up mto the gallery I had hardly edged myself 
into a comer by the lefreshment-stall, when a great 
breaker of sound caught me, hurled me out of time, 
thought, and sense in one intolerable ecstasy — " For 
unto us a Child is bom, unto ns a Son is given” — 
again and again — billows and billows of glory I 
gasped for breath, shook like one in an ague fit, the 
tears ran down in a continuous stream , while people 
stared amazed at me, thinking, I suppose, that I was 
another drunken sailor Well, I laas drunk, helplessly 
mtoxicated, but not with drmk, with something Dmne, 
unteUable, which, coming upon me imprepared, simply 
swept me away with it into a heaven of delight, to 
which only tears could testify 

But I am in the bush, whimpering over the tones 
of “ HoUingside ” As soon as I had pulled myself 
together a bit, we went on again m the direction of 
the sound Presently we came to a large clearing, m 
the middle of which stood a neat wooden, pandanus- 
thatched church There were no doors or windows 
to it, 3ust a roof supported upon posts, but a wide 
verandah ran all round, upon the edge of which we 
seated ourselves , for the place was full— full to suffo- 
cation, every soul within miles, I should think, being 
there No white man was present, but the service, 
which was a sort of prayer-meetmg, went with a swing 
and go that was wonderful to see There was no 
perfunctory worship here , no one languidly endurmg 
It because it was “the right sort of thing to show up 
at, you know , ' but all were in earnest, terribly in 
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earnest When they sang, it behoved ns to get away 
to a little distance, for the vigour of the voices, unless 
mellowed by distance, made the music decidedly harsh 
Every one was dressed m European clotlung — the 
women in neat calico gowns ; but the men, nearly all 
of them, m woollen shirts, pilot-coats, and trousers to 
match, and sea-boots ! Whew ! it nearly stifled me to 
look at them The temperature was about ninety 
degrees in the shade, with hardly a breath of air stirnug, 
3 et those pooi people, from some mistaken notion of 
propnety, weie sweatmg in torrents under that Arctic 
ng Howevei they could worship, I do not know! 
At last the meetmg broke up The men rushed out, 
tore ofl' their coats, trousers, and shirts, and flung 
themselves panting upon the grass, mother-naked, 
evcept for a chaplet of cocoanut leaves, formed by 
threading them on a vine-tendril, and hanging round 
the waist 

Sq^uattmg by the side of my “ flem," whom I had 
recognized, I asked him why ever he outraged all 
reason by putting on such clothes in this boilmg 
weather He looked at me pityingly for a moment 
before he replied, "You go chapella Belitam^ Ho 
put bes’ close on top?” "Yes,” I said, "but m hot 
weather put on thm clothes, cold weather, put on 
thick ones ” " S’pose no got more * ” he said, meamng, 

I presumed, more than the one suit "Well,” I said, 
“more better stop ’way than look hke big fool, boil 
all away, same hike duff in pot You savvy duff^” 
He smiled a wide comprehensive smile, but looked 
very solemn again, saying directly, "You no go chapella , 
you no mishnally No mishnaUy [missionary = godly] , 
vely bad Me no close , no go chapella , vely bad. 
Evelly tangata, evelly fafine, got close all same papalang 
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[every tnati and ■n’oman lias clothes like a white man] , 
go chapella all day Sunday ” That this was no figure 
of speech I proved fully that day, for I declare that 
the recess between any of the senuces never lasted 
more than an houi Meanwhile the worshippers did 
not return to their homes, for in many cases ttiey had 
joumejed twenty or thutj miles, but lay about in the 
verdm-e, refreshing themselies vuth fruit, pnncipaUy 
the delightful green cocoa-nuts, which furnish meat and 
dunk both— cool and refreshing in the extreme, as well 
os nourishing 

"We weie all heartdy welcome to whatever was 
gomg, but there was a general air of restraint, a fear 
of breaking the Sabbath, which prevented us from tres- 
passmg too much upon the hospitality of these devout 
children of the sun So we contented ourselves with 
strolling through the beautiful glades and woods, lying 
down, whenever we felt weary, under the shade of some 
spreading orange tree loaded with golden fruit, and 
eating our fill, or rathei eating until the smarting of 
our lips warned us to desist Here was a land where, 
apparently, all people wore honest, for we saw a great 
many houses whose owners were absent, not one of 
which was closed, although many had a goodly store of 
such things as a native might be supposed to covet 
At last, not being able to nd ourselves of the feelmg 
that we were doing something wrong, the solemn silence 
and Sundayfied air of the whole region seeming to for- 
bid any levity even in the most innocent manner, we 
returned on board again, wonderfully impressed with 
what we had seen, but wondering what would have 
happened if some of the ruffianly ciowds composing the 
crews of many ships had been let loose upon this fair 
island. 
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In the evening we lowered a stage over the hows to 
the water’s edge, and had a swmiming-match, the water 
being perfectly dehghtful, after the great heat of the 
day, m its delicious freshness , and so to bunk, well 
pleased indeed ^vlth our fiist Sunday in Vau Yau 

I have no doubt whatevei that some of the gentry 
who swear at large about the evils of missionaries 
would have been loud m their disgust at the entire 
absence of drmk and debaucheiy, and the prevalence 
of what they would doubtless charactenze as adjective 
hypocnsy on the part of the natives ; but no decent 
man could help rejoicmg at the peace, the security, and 
fnendliness manifested on every hand, nor help award- 
ing unstinted praise to whoever had been the means of 
bringing about so desirable a state of thmgs I felt 
that their Sabbatarianism was earned to excess , that 
they would have been better, not worse, for a httle less 
church, and a httle more innocent fun , but ten thousand 
times better thus than such scenes of lust let loose and 
abandoned animahsm as we witnessed at Honolulu 
What pleased me mightily was the absence of the white 
man with his air of supenonty and sleek overlordship 
All the worship, all the management of affairs, was 
entirely in the hands of the natives themselves, and 
excellently well did they manage everythmg 

I shall never forget once going ashore in a somewhat 
similar place, but very far distant, one Sunday morning, 
to visit the mission station It was a Church mission, 
and a very handsome buildmg the church was By 
the side of it stood the parsonage, a beautiful bungalow, 
nesthng in a perfect paradise of tropical flowers The 
somewhat intricate service was conducted, and the 
sermon preached, entirely by natives — very creditably 
too After service I strolled mto the parsonage to 
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see the reverend gentleman in charge, whom I found 
supporting Ins burden in a long chair, vith a tall glass 
of brandy and soda within easy reach, a fine cigar 
between his lips, and a late volume of Ouida’s in his 
hand All very pleasant and harmless, no doubt, but 
hardly reconcilable with the ideal held up in missionary 
magazmes Yet 1 have no doubt whatever that this 
gentleman would have been heartily commended by 
the very men who can hardly find words harsh enough 
to expiess then opimon of missionaiies of the stamp of 
Paton, Williams, Moffat, and Mackenzie 

WeU, It 13 luglily probable — nay, almost certain, 
that I shall be accused of drauing an idyllic picture of 
native hfe from first unpressiona, which, if I had only 
had sufficient subsequent expencnce among the people, 
I should have entirely altered All I can say is, that 
although I did not hve among them ashore, wo had a 
number of them ou bool'd , v e lay in the island harbour 
five mouths, dunug winch I was ashore nearly e^ ery 
day, and from habit I observed tliem very closely , yet 
I cannot conscientionsly alter one syllable of what I 
have written concemmg therm Bad men and women 
there were, of conise, to be found — as where not? — 
but the badness, m whatever form, was not allowed to 
flaunt itself, and ivas so sternly discountenanced by 
public (entirely native) opinion, that it required a goo*! 
deal of interested seeking to find. 

But after oil this ehattei about my amiable fneuds, 
I find myself m danger of forgetting tbe pui’pose of our 
visit We lost no tune in preparation, since whaling of 
whatever sort is conducted m these ships on precisely 
similar lines, but on Monday mornmg, at daybreaki 
after a burned breakfast, lowered all boats and com- 
menced the campaign. We were piovided with boxes— 
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one for each boat — containing a light luncheon, but no 
oixlered meal, because it was not considered advisable 
to in any way hampei the boat’s freedom to chase 
Still, in consideration of its bemg promptly dumped 
overboard on attacking a whale, a goodly quantity of 
fruit was permitted m the boats 

In the calm beauty of the pearly dawn, with a 
gentle hush ovei all nature, the lofty, tree-clad bilk 
reflected with starthng fidehty m the glassy, many- 
coloured waters, the only sound audible the occasional 
cra-a-ake of the advance-guard of a flight of fruit-bats 
i^hca) homeward from their nocturnal depredations, 
we shipped our oars and started, pulling to a certam 
position whence we could see over an immense area 
Immediately upon roundmg the horn of our sheltered 
bay, the fresh breeze of the south-east trades met us 
nght on end ivith a vigour that made a ten-mile steady 
pull agamst it somewhat of a breather Amvmg at 
the station mdicated by the chief, we set sail, and, 
sepal ating as far as possible without losmg sight of 
each other, settled down for the day's steady cruise 
Anything more dehghtful than that excursion to those 
who love seashore scenery combined with boat-sailing 
would be difficult to name Every variety of land- 
scape, every shape of strait, bay, or estuary, reefs 
awash, reefs over which we could sail, ablaze with 
lovehness inexpressible, a steady, gentle, caressing 
breeze, and overhead one unvarying canopy of deepest 
blue Sometimes, when skirtmg the base of some 
tremendous cliffs, great caution was necessary, for at 
one moment there would obtam a calm, death-like m 
its stillness , the next, down through a canon cleavmg 
the mountam to the water’s edge would come rushing, 
with a shrill howl, a blast fierce enough to almost hft 
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US out of tlie water Away we would scud with flying 
sheets dead before it, in a smother of spray, but would 
hardly get full way on her before it was gone, leaving 
us in the same hush as before, only a dark patch on the 
water far to leeward marking its swift rush These 
little diversions gave us no uneasmess, for it was an 
unknown thing to make a sheet fast in one of our boats, 
so that a puflT of wind never caught us unprepared 

On that first day we seemed to explore such a 
variety of stretches of water that one would hardly 
have expected there could be any more discoveries 
to make in that direction Nevertheless, each day’s 
cruise subsequently revealed to us some new nook or 
other, some quiet haven or pretty passage between 
islands that, until closely approached, looked like one 
When, at sunset, we returned to the ship, not having 
seen anything like a spout, I felt like one who had been 
m a dream, the day’s cruise havmg surpassed all my 
previous experience. Yet it was but the precursor of 
many such Oftentimes I think of those halcyon days, 
with a sigh of regret that they can never more be 
renewed to me , but I rejoice to think that nothing can 
rob me of the memory of them 

Much to the discomfort of the skipper, it was four 
days before a sohtary spout was seen, and then it was 
so nearly dark that before the fish could be reached 
It was impossible to distinguish her whereabouts A 
careful bearmg was taken of the spot, m the hope that 
she might be lingering in the vicimty next morning, 
and we hastened on board 

Before it was fairly light we lowered, and paddled 
as swiftly as possible to the bay where we had last 
seen the spout overmght When near the spot we 
rested on our paddles a while, aU hands lookmg out 
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■ttitli intense eagerness for the first sign of the whale’s 
appearance There was a strange feeling among ns of 
unlawfulness and stealth, as of amhushed pirates wait- 
ing to attack some unwaiy merchantman, or highway- 
men waylaying a fat alderman on a country road We 
spoke in whispers, for the morning was so still that a 
voice raised hut ordmanly would have reverberated 
among the rocks which almost overhung us, multiphed 
indefinitely A turtle rose ghost-like to the surface at 
my side, lifting his queer head, and, surveying us with 
stony gaze, vanished as sdently as he came 

What a sigh ! One looked at the other inquiringly, 
but the repetition of that long expiration satisfied us all 
that it was the placid breathing of the whale we sought 
somewhere close at hand The light grew rapidly 
better, and we strained our eyes in every direction to 
discover the whereabouts of our fhend, bub for some 
minutes without result There was a npple 3ust 
audible, and away ghded the mate’s boat right for the 
near shore following him with our eyes, we almost 
immediately beheld a pale, shadowy column of white, 
shimmermg against the dark mass of the cliff not a 
quarter of a mile away Dippmg our paddles with the 
utmost care, we made after the chief, almost holdmg 
om breath His harpooner rose, darted once, twice, 
then gave a yell of triumph that ran re-echomg all 
around m a thousand eerie vibrations, startling the 
drowsy pica in myriads finm where they hung m 
mverted clusters on the trees above But, for all the 
notice taken by the whale, she might never have been 
touched Close nestled to her side was a youngling of 
not more, certainly, than five days old, which sent up 
its baby-spout every now and then about two feet mto 
the air One long, wing-like fin embraced its small 
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body, holding it close to the massive breast of the 
tender mother, whose only care seemed to be to protect 
hex young, utterly regardless of her own pam and 
danger If sentiment were ever permitted to interfere 
with such operations as ours, it might well have done 
so now , for while the calf contmually sought to escape 
from the enfoldmg fin, making all sorts of puny 
struggles m the attempt, the mother scarcely moved 
from her position, although streaming with blood from 
a score of wounds Once, mdeed, as a deep-searchmg 
thrust entered her very vitals, she raised her massy 
flukes high m air with an apparently involuntary 
movement of agony , but even in that dire throe she 
remembered the possible danger to her young one, and 
laid the tremendous weapon as softly down upon the 
water as if it were a feather fan 

So m the most perfect quiet, with scarcely a wnthe, 
nor any sign of flurry, she died, holdmg the calf to hei 
side until her last vital spark had fled, and left it to a 
swift despatch with a smgle lance-thrust No slaughter 
of a lamb ever looked more like murder Nor, when 
the vast bulk and strength of the animal was considered, 
could a mightier example have been given of the force 
and quality of maternal love 

The whole busmess was completed m half an hour 
from the first sight of her, and by the mate’s hand 
alone, none of the other boats needing to use then gear. 
As soon as she was dead, a hole was bored through the 
bps, into which a tow-lme was secured, the two long 
fins were lashed close into the sides of the animal by 
an encirchng line, the tips of the flukes were cut off, 
and away we started for the ship We had an eight- 
mile tow m the blazmg sun, which we accomplished in 
a httle oxer eight hours, arriving at the vessel just 
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before two p m ITcvs of our coming bad preceded us, 
and the whole native population appeared to be afloat 
to make us welcome. The air rang agam with then 
•ihouts of TCI Dicing, for our catch represented to them a 
gorgeous feast, such ns they had not indulged m for 
many a day. The flesh of the humpbacked whale is 
not at all bad, bemg but little inforioi to that of the 
porpoise , so that, as these people do not despise even 
the coarse rank flesh of the cachalot, their enthusiasm 
was natural Their offers of help were rather embar- 
rassing to us, as we could find little room foi any of 
them in the boats, and the canoes only got m our way 
Unable to assist us, they vented their superfluous 
energies on the whale in the most astounding aquatic 
antics imaginable — diving under it , climbmg on to it , 
pushing and rolling each other headlong over its broad 
back , shnekmg all the while with the frantic, uncon- 
trollable laughter of happy children freed from all 
restraint. Men, women, and children aU mixed m 
this wild, watery spree , and os to any of them gettmg 
drowned, the idea ivas utterly absui-d 

When we got it alongside, and pi-epared to cut in, all 
the chaps were able to have a rest, there were so many 
eager volimteers to man the windlass, not only wilhng, 
but, under the able direction of their compatnots be- 
longmg to our crew, quite equal to the work of heaving 
in blubber -All their habitual indolence was cast aside 
Toiling hke Trojans, they made the old wmdlass rattle 
again as they spun the brakes up and down, every 
blanket-piece bemg hailed with a fresh volley of eldntch 
shrieks, enough to alarm a deaf and dumb asylum 

With such ample aid, it was, as may be supposed 
a brief task to slun our prize, although the strange 
arrangement of the belly blubber caused us to lift some 
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disappomtmg lengths This \vhale has the blubber 
underneath the body lying in longitudinal comigahonB, 
vrhich, -u-hen hauled off the carcass at right angles to 
their direction, stretch out flat to foiur or five times 
their normal area Thus, -when the cutting-blocks had 
reached their highest limit, and the piece was severed 
from the body, the folds flew together again, leaving 
dangling aloft but a miserable square of some four or 
five feet) instead of a fine blanket ” of blubber twenty 
by five Along the edges of these rugm, as also upon 
the nm of the lower jaw, abundance of limpets and 
barnacles had attached themselves, some of the former 
large as a horse’s hoof, and causing prodigious annoy- 
ance to the toiling carpenter, whose duty it was to keep 
the spades ground. It was no unusual thing for a 
spade to be handed in with two or three gaps m its 
edge half an inch deep, where they had accidentally 
come across one of those big pieces of flinty shell, undis- 
tinguishable from the grey substance of the belly blubber 
But, in spite of these drawbacks, in less than ninety 
minutes the last cut was reached, the vertebra severed, 
and away went the great mass of meat, in tow of 
countless canoes, to on adjacent pomt, where, in eager 
anticipation, fires were already blazing for the coming 
cookery An enormous number of natives had gathered 
from far and near, late arrivals continually droppmg in 
from aH pomts of the compass with breathless haste 
Ho danger of gomg short need have troubled them, for, 
large as were their numbers, the supply was evidently 
fully equal to all demands AH night long the feast 
proceeded, and, even when morning dawned, busy 
figures were still discernible coming and going between 
the reduced carcass and the fires, as if determined to 
make an end of it before them operations ceased. 



CHAPTER XXI 

PROGRESS OF TOE "nUJIPBAOK” SEASON 

It will probably be inferred from the foregoing para- 
graph that we Mere little troubled watb visits fiom tbe 
natives next day, but it would be doing them an 
injustice if I omitted to state that our various " flems ” 
put in an appearance as usnal ivith their daily offerings 
of fruit, vegetables, etc They all presented a some- 
what jaded and haggaid look, as of men who had dined 
not wisely but too well, nor did the odour of stale 
whale-meat that clung to them add to their attractions 
llepentance for excesses or gluttony did not seem to 
trouble them, for they evidently considered it would 
have been a sm not to take with both hands the gifts 
the gods had so bountifully provided Still, they did 
not stay long, feeling, no doubt, sore need of a prolonged 
rest after them late arduous exertions , so, after affec- 
tionate farewells, they left us again to our greasy task 
of trying-out 

The cow proved exceedingly fat, making us, though 
by no means a large specimen, fully fifty barrels of oil 
The whalebone (baleen) was so short as to be not worth 
the trouble of curing, so, with the exception of such 
pieces as were useful to the “ scnmshoners ” for orna- 
menting them mcknacks, it was not preserved On the 
evening of the third day the work was so fax finished 
that we were able to go ashore for clothes-wasbmg, 
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wlucli necessary process was accompanied ivitli a good 
deal of fun and lulanty In the morning cruising was 
resumed again 

For a couple of days we met with no success, 
although we had a very aggravating chase after some 
smart bulls we fell m with, to our mutual astonishment, 
just as we rounded a pomt of the outermost island 
They were lazily sunning themselves close under the 
lee of the cliffs, which at that pomt were steep-to, 
having a depth of about twenty fathoms close along- 
side A fresh breeze was blowing, so we came round 
the pomt at a great pace, bemg almost among them 
before they had tune to escape They went away 
gaily along the land, not attemptmg to get seaward, 
we straining eveny nerve to get alongside of them 
Whether they were tantahzing us or not, I cannot say, 
but certainly it looked like it. In spite of then well- 
known speed, we were several tunes so close m their 
wake that the harpooners loosed the tacks of the jibs 
to get a clear shot, but as they did so the nimble 
monsters shot ahead a length or two, leavmg us just 
out of reach It was a fine chase vhile it lasted, 
though annoymg, yet one could hardly help feebng 
amused at the way they wallowed along— just hke a 
school of exaggerated porpoises At last, after nearly 
two hours of the fun, they seemed to have had enough 
of it, and with one accord headed seaward at a greatly 
accelerated pace, as who should say, “Well, s’ long, 
boys , company’s very pleasant and all that, but we’ve 
got important busmess over at Fiji, and can’t stay 
foohng around here any longer ” In a quarter of an 
lour they were out of sight, leavmg us disgusted and 
lutclaased pursuers sneaking back agam to shelter, 
ee mg very small Not that we could have had much 
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hope of success under the circumstances, knowing the 
peculiar habits of the humpback and the almost im- 
possibility of competing uith him in the open sea, but 
ther liad lured us on to forget aU these things m the 
ardour of the chase, and then exposed our foUy 

Then ensued a u eek oi two of uneventful crmsing, 
broken only by the capture of a couple of cows— one 
just after tlic fiuitless chase mentioned above, and one 
several days later These events, though mterestmg 
enough to us, were marked by no such deviation from 
the ordmary course as to make them worthy of special 
attention , nor do I thmk that the cold-blooded kdlmg 
of a cow- whale, who dies patiently endeavouring to 
protect her young, is a subject that lends itself to 
eulogium 

However, just when the dehghtful days were be- 
gmrung to pall upon us, a real adventure befell us, 
which, had we been attending strictly to busmess, we 
should not have encountered Tor a week previous 
we had been cnusmg constantly without ever seeing a 
spout, except those belonging to u hales out at sea, 
whither we knew it was folly to follow them We 
tiled all sorts of games to while away the time, which 
certainly did hang heavy, the most popular of which 
was for the whole crew of the boat to strip, and, gettmg 
overboard, be towed along at the ends of short warps, 
while I sailed her It was quite mythological — a sort 
of rude reproduction of Heptane and his attendant 
Tritons At last, one afternoon as we were hstlessly 
lollmg (half asleep, except the look-out man) across 
the thwarts, we suddenly came upon a gorge between 
two cliffe that we must have passed before several 
times unnoticed. At a certain angle it opened, dis- 
closmg a wide sheet of water, extending a long distance 
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ahead I put the helm up^ and we ran through the 
passage, finding it about a boat’s length in width and 
several fathoms deep, though overhead the cliffs nearly 
came together in places Within, the scene was very 
beautiful, hut not more so than many similar ones we 
had previously witnessed Still, as the place was new 
to us, our languor was temporarily dispelled, and we 
paddled along, taking in every feature of the shores 
with keen eyes that let nothing escape After we had 
gone on in this placid manner for maybe an hour, we 
suddenly came to a stupendous cliff — that is, for those 
parts — ^nsmg almost sheer from the water for about a 
thousand feet Of itself it would not have arrested our 
attention, hut at its base was a semicircular opemng, 
like the mouth of a small tunnel This looked allurmg, 
so I headed the boat for it, passmg through a deep 
channel between two reefs which led straight to the 
opemng There was ample room for us to enter, as we 
had lowered the mast, but just as we weie passmg 
through, a heave of the unnoticed swell lifted us 
unpleasantly near the crown of this natural arclu 
Beneath us, at a great depth, the bottom could be 
dimly discerned, the water being of the richest blue 
conceivable, which the sun, striking down through, 
resolved into some most marvellous colour-schemes in 
the path of its rays A dehcious sense of coolness, 
after the fierce heat outside, saluted us as we entered a 
vast haU, whose roof rose to a mimmum height of forty 
feet, but m places could not be seen at all A sort of 
diffused light, weak, hut sufficient to reveal the general 
contour of the place, existed, let in, I supposed, through 
some unseen crevices in the roof or walls At first, of 
course, to our eyes fresh from the fierce glare outside, 
the place seemed wrapped m impenetrable gloom, and 
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we (lilted not stir lest we should iim into some hidden 
dancror Uefore many minutes, however, the gloom 
lightened as our pupils enlarged, so that, although the 
light was fiunt, we could find our way about with ease 
Wc spoke in low tones, for the echoes were so numerous 
and resonant that even a whisper gave back from those 
massy walls in a series of rccmring hisses, as if a 
colony of snakes had been disturbed 

"'.Ve paddled on into the mterior of this vast cave, 
finding eiery where the walls rising sheer from the 
silent, dark waters, not a ledge or a crevice where one 
might gam foothold. Indeed, m some places there was 
a considerable overhang from above, as if a great dome 
whose top was invisible sprang fiom some level below 
the water We pushed ahead until the tmy semicircle 
of light through which we had entered was only faintly 
visible , and then, finding there was notlimg to be seen 
except what we were already wutnessmg, unless we 
cared to go on into the tluck darkness, which extended 
apparently mto the bowels of the mountam, w^e turned 
and started to go back Do what we would, we could 
not venture to break the solemn hush that surrounded 
us as if we were shut withm the dome of some vast 
cathedral m the twilight So we paddled noiselessly 
along for the exit, till suddenly an awful, mex- 
plicable roar set all our hearts thumpmg fit to break 
our bosoms Ileally, the sensation was most pamful, 
especially as we had not the faintest idea whence the 
noise came or what had produced it. Again it filled 
that immense cave with its thunderous reverberations , 
but tins tune all the stmg was taken out of it, as we 
caught sight of its author A goodly bull-humpback 
had found his way m after us, and the sound of his 
spout, exaggerated a thousand times in the confinement 
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of that Bughty cavern, had frightened ns all so that vre 
nearly lost our breath So far, so good, hnt, nnlike 
the old nigger, though we ■were " doin’ blame well,” wo 
did not “ let blame well alone ” The next spout that 
intruder gave, he was light alongside of us This was 
too much for the semi-savage mstmcts of my gallant 
harpooner, and before I had time to shout a caution he 
had plimged his weapon deep into old Blowhard’s 
bioad back 

I should like to describe what followed, but, m the 
first place, I hardly know , and, m the next, even had I 
been cool and collected, my recollections would sound 
like the ravings of a fevered dream Tor of all the 
hideous uproars conceivable, that was, I should think, 
about the worst The big mammal seemed to have 
gone frantic with the pam of his wound, the surprise of 
the attack, and the hampering confinement in which he 
found himself His tremendous struggles caused such 
a commotion that our position could only be compared 
to that of men shootmg Niagara in a cylinder at night 
How we kept afloat, I do not know Some one had the 
gumption to cut the line, so that by the radiation of 
the disturbance we presently found ourselves close to 
the wall, and trying to hold the boat in to it with our 
finger-tips Would he never be quiet ? we thought, as 
the thrashing, banging, and splashing still went on with 
unfailmg vigour At last, m, I suppose, one supreme 
eflbrt to escape, he leaped clear of the water like a 
salmon There was a perceptible hush, durmg which 
we shrank together like 'unfledged chickens on a frosty 
night , then, m a never-to-be-forgotten crash that ought 
to have brought down the massy roof, that mountainous 
carcass fell The consequent violent upheaval of the 
^ "Water should have smashed the boat against the rockj’^ 
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walls final catosliophe was morcLfulIy spaiod 

I suppose tliG rebound was sufficient to keep us a 
p vfe di’^tance offi 

A }>erfcct silence succeeded, during wbich we sat 
siKJcchless, awaiting a resumption of the clamour At 
last Abner broke the heavy silence by sa}ung, " I doan’ 
•^eo the do’way any mo’ at all, sir" He was nghi 
The lido bad nson, and that balf-moon of bgbt bad dis- 
appeared, so that w e w ere now prisoneis for many liours, 
It not being at all probable that wc should be able to 
find our way out dunng (be night ebb tVell, we were 
not c\ac(l} children, to be afraid of the dork, although 
there is considcrablo diflerenco between the velvety 
darkness of a dungeon and the clear, fresh night of the 
o]>en an Still, as long as that beggar of a whale 
would only keep quiet or leave the premises, we should 
bo fairly comfortable We waited and waited until an 
hour had passed, aud then came to the conclusion that 
our friend was eithei dead or gone out, as he gave no 
sign of his presence 

That being settled, wo anchored the boat, and bt 
pipes, proijoratoiy to passmg as comfortable a night 
as might be under the ciicumstauces, the only thing 
troubling me being the anxiety of the skipper on out 
behalf Presently the blackness beneath was lit up by 
a w ide band of pbosphonc bght, shed m the wake of 
no oidinary-sized fish, probably an immense shark 
Another and another followed m rapid succession, unfed 
the depths beneath were aU. ablaze with brilliant foot- 
w'lde ribands of green glare, dazzling to the eye and 
bewnldoring to the brain Occasionally, a gentle splash 
or npple alongside, or a smart tap on the bottom of the 
boat, warned us how thick the concourse was that had 
gatheied below. Untd that wearmess which no terror 
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IS proof against set in, sleep was impossible, nor could 
we keep onr anxious gaze from tliat glowing mfemo 
beneath, where one would have thought all the popula- 
tion of Tartarus w^ere holdmg high revel Mercifully, 
at last we sank mto a fitful slumber, though fully 
aware of the great danger of our position One upward 
rush of any of those ravening monsters, happening to 
stake the frail shell of our boat, and a few fleetmg 
seconds would have sufficed for our obhteration as if 
we had never been 

But the terrible night passed away, and once more 
we saw the tender, imdescent light stream into that 
abode of dread As the day strengthened, we were 
able to see what was going on below, and a gnm vision 
It presented The water was literally ahve with sharks 
of enormous size, tearing with never-ceasing energy at 
the huge carcass of the whale lying on the bottom, who 
had met his fate in a smgular but not unheard-of way 
At that last titamc effort of his he had rushed down- 
ward With such terrific force that, striking his head on 
the bottom, he had broken his neck. I felt very grieved 
that we had lost the chance of securmg hnn , but it was 
perfectly certain that before we could get help to mise 
him, all that would be left on his skeleton would be 
quite valueless to us So with such patience as we 
could command we waited near the entrance until tlie 
recedmg ebb made it possible for us to emerge once 
more mto the blessed light of day I was horrified at 
the haggard, careworn appearance of my crew, who had 
all, exceptmg the two Kanakas, aged perceptibly during 
that mght of torment But we lost no time m gettmg 
back to the ship, where I fully expected a severe 
wigging for the scrape my luckless curiosity had led me 
mto The captam, however, was very kmd, expressing 
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ui ft.tun A Ittuin mtin.1 niul a good rest di<l vondci-s 
jtn riniinuic il.e ^•'\ere eftect'^ of our whonturo, so 
sh'jt bv lu'xl iitonnii" v'e \rere ill fit nud ix’idy for the 
v.irJ. og-isn 

It c-r; unh <otinod as if I was in for n regular series 
of iMo^ After cruising ii!l neirl} two jiin , wo fell 
in rsrli tie’ imte « Iviaj «nd ivero sailing qmeth along 
■^ide 5'% rule, ivlun wo suddenly rounded a point and 
nn filino-t on t-uji of a hnll-humpback that was basking 
in ti’C beautiful sunslnnc. Tiic mate's Jmrpooner, a 
\eonderfulh smart fellow, wa" not so stnitlcd as to lose 
hi*- cbiuice, getting nn iron well Lome befoix! ibo animal 
reihred whit had hcfillon him We had n loielv fight, 

1 isting oxer an hour, in winch all the niarxollous agility 
x’-ith which this whale is gifted x\ns cveitcd to the full 
in o'-der to make Ins escape But xnlli the bottom not 
iwontv fathoms awnx, xre were sure of him With 
all his supple smartness, he liad none of the dogged 
saxagoix of the cachalot about him, nor did we feel any 
occasion to I'ewaro of his rushes, rather courting them, 
so as to finish the game ns cpuckl}' as possible 

lie XX ns no sooner dead than xx'c hiuned to secure 
him, and had actually succeeded in passing the toxw- 
line through lus lips, when, in the tnfling interval that 
passed while xve xxerc taking tho line aft to begin 
toxving, he stai ted to sink Of course it w ns, " lAjt go 
all!” If xou can only get the slightest way on a 
xxhnle of this kiud, jou are almost certain to be able to 
keep Inm afloat, but once he begms to sink yon cannot 
<;top him Ooxvn he went, till full txventy fathoms 
beneatli us ho lay comfortably on the reef, xvhile we 
looked ruefully at one another We had no gear xvith 
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us fit to raise Ihto, and we were ten miles from tlie 
ship ; evening was at hand, so our prospeets of doing 
anything that night were faint 

However, the mate decided to start off for home at 
once, leaving us there, but promising to send back a 
boat as speedily as possible with provisions and gear 
for the morning There was a stiff breeze blowing, and 
he was soon out of sight, but we were very uncomfort- 
able The boat, of course, rode hke a duck, but we 
were fuUy exposed to the open sea , and the mighty 
swell of the Pacific, rollmg in over those comparatively 
shallow grounds, sometimes looked dangeiously like 
breaking Still, it was better than the cave, and 
there was a good prospect of supper Long before we 
expected her, back came the boat, bringing bountiful 
provision of yams, cold pork and fruit — a legnlai 
banquet to men who were fasting smee daylight A 
square meal, a comforting pipe, and the night’s vigil, 
which had looked so formidable, no longer troubled us, 
although, to tell the truth, we were heartily glad when 
the dawn began to tint the east with pale emerald and 
gold We set to work at once, getting the huge car- 
cass to the surface without as much labour as I bad 
anticipated Of course all hands came to the rescue 
But, alas for the fruit of our labours I Those 
hungry monsters had collected in thousands, and, to judge 
from what we were able to see of tbe body, they had 
reduced its value alarmingly However, we commenced 
towing, and were getting along famly well, when a l6ng 
spur of reef to leeward of us, over which the sea was 
breaking frightfully, seemed to be stretching farther ont 
to mtercept us before we conld get mto smooth water 
The fact soon faced ns that we were in the remorseless 
gnp of a current that set right over that reef, and against 
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Its stendv stream all our efforts were the merest triviality 
Still, we hung on, strugglmg desperately to keep what 
we had earned, until so close to the roanng, foammg Ime 
of broken water, that one wave breakmg farther out than 
the rest very nearly swamped us all One blow of an 
axe, one twirl of the steei-oars, and with all the force we 
could muster we were pulling away from the very jaws 
of death, leaving our whale to the hungry crowds, who 
would make short work of him Downcast indeed, at 
our bad luck, we returned on board, disappomtmg the 
skipper very much with our leport Like the true 
gentleman he was, though, reeogmzmg that we had done 
our best, he did not add to the trouble by cursmg us all 
for a set of useless trash, as his predecessor would have 
done , on the contrary, a few romutes after the receipt 
of the bad news his face was as bright as ever, his 
laugh as hearty as if there was no such thmg as a 
misfortune m the world 

And now I must come to what has been on my mud 

so long a tragedy that, m spite of all that had gone 

before, and of what came after, is the most mdehble of 
all the memones which chng round me of that eventful 
tune Abner Cushing, the Vermonter, had declared at 
different times that he should never see hts native Green 
Mountain again. Smce the change in our commander, 
however, he had been another man — always silent and 
reserved, but bnghter, happier, and with a manner so 
improved as to make it hard to recognize him for 
the same awkward, ungainly slab of a fellow that had 
bungled everything he put his hand to Takmg stock 
of hrm guietly durmg our day-long leisurely cruises m 
the boat, I often wondered whether his mind stiU kept 
its gloomy forebodings, and brooded over his tragical 
life-bistory I never dared to speak to him on the 
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subject, for fear of arousing -R-hat I hoped Tvas grouung 
too fault for remembrance But at tunes I saw hi m 
in the moonht evenings sitting on the rail alone, 
steadfastly gazing down into the star-besprent waters 
beneath hun, as if coveting them unruffled peace 

Two-thuds of oui stay in the islands had passed 
away, when, for a wonder, the captain took it into his 
head to go up to the chief village one mommg So 
he retamed me on board, while the other three boats 
left for the day’s cruise as usual One of the mate’s 
crew was sick, and to replace him he took Abner out 
of my boat Away they went , and shortly after break- 
fast-time I lowered, received the captam on board, and 
we started for the capital Upon our arrival there we 
mterviewed the chief, a stout, pleasant-looking man of 
about fifty, who was evidently held in great respect by 
the natives, and had a chat with the white Wesleyan 
missionary m charge of the station About two p m , 
after the captain's busmess was over, we were retummg 
under sail, when we suddenly caught sight of two of 
our boats heading in towards one of the islands We 
helped her with the paddles to get up to them, seemg 
as we neared them the two long fins of a whale close 
ahead of one of them As we gazed breathlessly at the 
excitmg scene, we saw the boat rush in between the 
two flippers, the harpooner at the same time dartmg 
an iron straight down There was a whul in the waters, 
and quick as thought the vast flukes of the whale rose 
in the air, recurving with a sidelong sweep as of some 
gigantic scythe The blow shore off the bow of the 
attackmg boat as if it had been an egg-sheU. 

At the same moment the mate stooped, picked up the 
tow-lme from its turn round the logger-head, and threw 
It forward from him. He must have unconsciously 
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given a twist to Ins hand, for the line fell m a kink round 
Abner’s neck just as the whale went down with a rush. 
Struggling, clutohing at the fatal noose, the hapless 
man w ent flying out through the incoming sea, and m 
one second w'as lost to sight for evei Too late, the 
harpooner cut the line which attached the wreck to the 
retreating animal, leaving the boat free, but gunwale 
under AYo instantly hauled alongside of the wreck and 
transferred her crcw', all dazed and hoiTOr-stncken at 


the awful death of their late comrade 

I saw the tears trickle down the rugged, mahogany- 
coloured face of the captam, and honouied him for it, 
but there was little time to waste m vam regrets It 
was necessary to save the boat, if possible, as we were 
getting short of boat-repauang material , certainly we 
should not have been able to build a new one. So, 
drawing the two sound boats together, one on either side 
of the wreck, we placed the heavy steering oais across 
them from side to side We then lifted the battered 
fore part upon the first oar, and uith a b^ e or 
actually succeeded in lifting the whole of t e oa ou 
of water upon this primitive pontoon Then, takm 
the Jib, we “ trapped ” it round the 
bows had been, lashing it securely in a p 
Several hands were told off to jump into ^tem on 

the word, and aU bemg ready we 

The weight of the chaps m her stern-sheets 

bows light out of water, and m that P^^tion we towed 

her back to the ship, amvmg safely before dus 

That evening we held a bunal service ^ which 
hundreds of natives attended a so e 
meanour and egressions of funeral 

have b^n out of place scene 

in England or America it was a 
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The big cressets were lighted, shedding their wild glare 
ovei the dark sea, and outlining the spars against the 
moonless sky with startling effect AVhen we had 
finished the beautiful service, the natives, as if swayed 
by an irresistible impulse, broke into the splendid tune 
St Ann’s , and I afterwards learned that the words they 
sang were Dr Watts’ unsurpassable rendermg of Moses’ 
pean of praise, “ 0 God, our help in ages past ” No 
elaborate ceremomal in towering cathedral could begm 
to compare with the massive simphcity of poor Abner’s 
funeral honours, the stately hills for many miles re- 
iteratmg the sweet sounds, and carrying them to the 
farthest confines of the group 

Next day was Sunday, and, in pursuance of a 
promise given some tune before, I went ashore to my 
“flem’s” to dinner, he bemg confined to the house 
with a hurt leg It was not by any means a festive 
gathenng, for he was more than commonly taciturn, 
his daughter Irene, a buxom lassie of fourteen, who 
waited on us, appeared to be dumb , and his wife was 
“m the straw” These tnflmg drawbacks, however, 
in nowise detracted from the hospitahty offered The 
dining-room was a large apartment furnished with 
leaves, the uprights of cocoa-nut tiee, the walls and 
roof of pandanus leaf Beneath the heaps of leaves, 
fresh and sweet-scented, was the earth The inner 
apartment, oi chamber of state, had a flooring of highly- 
pohshed planks, and contained, I presume, the household 
gods , but as it was m possession of my host’s secluded 
spouse, I did not enter 

A couch upon a pile of leaves was hastily arranged, 
upon which I was bidden to seat myself, while a freshly 
cut cocoa-nut of enormous size was handed to me, the 
soft top shced off so that I might dnnk its dehciously 
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cool contents Tlioso niits must grow elsewhere, but I 
have never before 01 since seen any so large When 
green — that is, before the meat has hardened mto m- 
digestible matter — they contain from three pmts to two 
quaits of liquid, at once nourishing, refreshmg, and pala- 
table The natives appeared to dnnk nothing else, and 
I never saw a diop of fresh water ashore durmg our stay 
Taking a huge knife from some hiding-place, Irene 
handed it to her father, who at once commenced to dig 
m the ground by his side, while I looked on wondering 
and amused Presently he fished up a bundle of leaves 
bound VTLth a vme-tendril, which he laid carefully aside 
More digging brought to hght a fine yam about three 
pounds in weight, which, after carefully wipmg the 
knife on some leaves, he proceeded to peek It was 
immediately evident that the yam was perfectly cooked, 
for it steamed as he removed the skin, revealmg the 
mside as •white as milk Some large, round leaves were 
laid m front of me, and the yam placed upon them 
Then mine host turned his attention to the bundle first 
unearthed, which concealed a chicken, so perfectly done 
that, although the bones diew out of the meat as if it 
had been jolly, it was full of juice and flavour, and 
except lor a shght foreign twang, refemble, doubtless, 
to the leaves m which it had been enwrapped, I do not 
think it could have been possible to cook anything in 
a better way, or one more calculated to retam all the 
natural juices of the meat The fowl was laid beside 
the yam, another nut broached , then, handmg me the 
big knife, my “ flem ” bade me welcome, informmg me 
that I saw my dmner As nothiug would induce him 
to jom me, the idea bemg contrary to his notions of 
respect due to a guest, I was fam to fall to, and an 
excellent meal I made For dessert, a basketful of 
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such oi-anges freslily plucked ns cannot bo tasted \mdcr 
any other conditions, and crimson bananas, which upon 
being peeled, looked like curved truncheons of golden 
jelly, after tastmg which I refused to touch anything else. 

A corn-cob cigarette closed the banq^uet After 
expressing my thanks, I noticed that the pain of his 
leg was giving my fnend considerable tmeasiness, 
which ho was stolidly endunng upon my account 
rather than appear discourteously aniaous to get nd of 
me So, with the eveuso that I must needs be going, 
ha^nng another appomtment, I left the good fellow and 
strolled around to the chapel, where I sat enjoying the 
sight of those simple-minded Kanakas at their devotions 
tdl it was time to return on board. Before closing this 
chapter, I would like, for the benefit of such of mv 
readers who hai e not heard yet of Kanaka cookery, to 
say that it is sunphcity itself A hole is scooped in 
the earth, in which a fire is made (of wood), and kept 
burning until a fair-sized heap of glowing charcoal 
remains Pebbles are then thrown m until the charcoal 
is covered Whatever is to be cooked is enveloped m 
leaves, placed upon the pebbles, and more leaves heaped 
upon it The earth is then thrown back into the 
cavity, and well stamped down A long Ume is, of 
course, needed for the viands to get cooked through, 
but so subtle is the mode that overdoing anything is 
almost an impossibility A couple of days maj' pass 
from the time of “puttmg down” the joint, yet when 
It 18 dug up it will be, smoking hot, retaining all its 
juices, tender as jeBy, Wt, withal, as full of flavour 
as It IS possible for cooked meat to be Ko matter how 
large the jomt is, or how tough the meat, ting gentle 
suasion will render it succulent and tasty , and no form 
of civflized cookery can m the least compare with it 



CHAPTER XXII 

FAI{E^^TLL TO TAU TAU 

Takhcg it all round, our visit to the Pnendly Islands 
had not been particularly fortunate up till the time 
of which I spoke at the conclusion of the last chapter 
Two-thirds of the penod during which the season was 
supposed to last had expired, but our catch had not 
amounted to more than two himdred and fifty barrels 
of oil Whales had been undoubtedly scarce, for our 
ill-success on tackling bulls was not at aU in con- 
sequence of our clumsmess, these agile animals bemg 
always a handful, but due to the lack of cows, which 
drove us to take whatever we could get, which, as has 
been noted, was sometimes a severe drubbing Energy 
and watchfulness had been manifested in a marked 
degree by everybody, and when the news circulated that 
our stay was drawing to a close, there was, if anything, 
an increase of zeal m the hope that we might yet make 
a favourable season 

But none of these valuable qualities exhibited by 
us could make up for the lack of “ fish ” which was 
lamentably evident It was not easy to understand 
wky, because these islands were noted as a breeding- 
place for the humpbacked whale Yet for years they 
had not been fished, so that a plausible explanation of 
the paucity of their numbers as a consequence of much 
harassing could not be reasonably ofiered Stdl, after 
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centimes of ivhale-fisbing, little is known of the real 
habits of whales Where there is abundance of “ feed/' 
in the case of Mysticcta it may be reasonably mferred 
that whales may be found m proportionately greater 
numbers With regard to the wider-spread classes of 
the great marme mammalia, beyond the fact, ascertained 
fiom contmued observation, that certain parts of the 
ocean are more favoured by them than others, there is 
absolutely no data to go upon as to why at times they 
seem to desert then usual haunts and scatter themselves 
fai and wide 

The case of the cachalot is still more difficult All 
the Bcdaencc seem to be compelled, by laws which we 
can only guess at, to frequent the vicinity of land 
possessing shallows at their breedmg times, so that 
they may with more or less certainty be looked for in 
such places at the seasons which have been accurately 
fixed They may be driven to seek other haimts, as was 
undoubtedly the case at Vau Yau in a great measure, 
by some causes uukno^vn, but to land they must come 
at those tunes The sperm whale, however, needs no 
shelter at such penods, or, at any rate, does not avail 
herself of any They may often be seen in the vicmity 
of land where the water is deep close to, but seldom 
with call es Schools of cows unth recently bom young 
gamboUmg about them are met with at immense dis- 
tances from land, showmg no disposition to seek shelter 
either For my part, I firmly beheve that the cachalot 
IS so tenable a foe, that the great sharks who hovei 
round a gravid cow of the jBalaenm, dnvmg her in terror 
to some shallow spot where she may hope to protect 
her young, never dare to approach a sperm cow on 
bidnappmg errands, or any other if they can help it, 
'mtil their unemng gmdes mform them that Me is 
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e\tinct ‘Wlicn a sperm whale is in health, nothing 
that inhabits the sea has any chance with him neither 
does he sciuple to cany the wai into the enemy’s 
country, since all is fish that comes to his net, and a 
shark fifteen feet in length has been found in the 
stomach of a cachalot 

The only exception he seems to make is in the 
c-ase of man Instances have several — nay, many tunes 
occurred where men have been slam by the Jaws of a 
cachalot crushing the boat m which they were , but 
therr death was of course incidental to the destruction 
of the boat hTever, as far as I have been able to 
ascertam, has a cachalot attacked a man swimmmg or 
cbngmg to a piece of wreckage, although such oppor- 
tunities occur mnumerably I have m another place 
told the stoiy of how I once saw a combat between a 
buU-cachalot and so powerful a combmation of enemies 
that even one knowmg the fightmg qualities of the 
sperm whale would have hesitated to back him to wm, 
but the yam will beai repetition 

Two “ killers ” and a sword-fish, all of the largest 
size Description of these wamors is superfluous, smce 
they are so well Icnown to museums and natural 
histones , but unless one has witnessed the charge of 
a X%‘pli%as, he cannot realize what a fearful foe it is 
Still, as a practice, these creatures leave the cachalot 
respectfully alone, knowmg mstmctively that he is not 
their game Dpon this memorable occasion, however, 

I guess the two Orcas were starvmg, and they had 
organized a sort of forlorn hope with the XtpMas as an 
au^iary who might be relied upon to ensure success 
if it could be done Anyhow, the syndicate led off 
with then? mam force first, for while the two killers 
hung on the cachalot’s flanks, divertmg his attention. 
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the sword-fish, a giant some sixteen feet long, launched 
himself at the most vulnerable pait of the whale, for all 
the world like a Whitehead torpedo The wary eye of 
the whale saw the long, dark mass coming, and, hke a 
practised pngihst, coolly swerved, takmg for the nonce 
no notice of those worrymg wolves astern. The shock 
came , but instead of the sword penetratmg three, or 
maybe four feet just where the neck (if a whale has 
any neck) encloses the huge heart, it met the mighty, 
unpenetrable mass of the head, sohd as a block of thirty 
tons of mdia-rubber 

So the blow glanced, revealing a white streak ruuning 
diagonally across the eye, while the great Xvplvias rolled 
helplessly over the top of that black bastion. With a 
motion so rapid that the eye could scarcely foUow it, 
the whale turned, settlmg withal, and, catching the 
momentarily motionless aggressor m the lethal sweep 
of those awful shears, crunched him m two halves, 
which wnthmg sections he swallowed seriahm And 
the allied forces aft — what of them ? Well, they had 
been rash — they fully realized that fact, and would have 
fled, but one certainly found that he had lingered on 
the scene too long The thoroughly-roused leviathan, 
with a reversal of his huge bulk that made the sea boil 
hke a pot, brandished his tail aloft and brought it down 
upon the doomed “kiUer,” making him at once the 
"killed ” He was crushed like a shrimp under one’s heel 
The survivor fled — never faster — for an avalanche of 
living, funous flesh was behmd him, and coming with 
enormous leaps half out of the sea every time Thus 
they disappeared, but I have no doubts as to the issue 
Of one thmg I am certam — that, if any of the tno 
survived, they never afterwards attempted to rush a 
" cachalot 
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ScTfltigo to say, tlic speim "wliale does not appear to 
be a fond niotlici At the advent of danger she often 
desorte her offspring, and in such cases it is hardly 
conceivable that she ever finds it again It is tiue 
that she is not gifted ivith such long "arms” ns the 
JBahcncc, v herewith to cuddle her young one to her 
Cxipacious bosom vhile making trades from hei enemies , 
nor is she much " on the fight,” not being so liberally 
furnished vith jaw as thefieice and much larger bull — 
foi this is the only species of whale in which there 
ovists a gi-cat disproportion between the sexes m pomt 
of swe Such diffeience as may obtain between the 
Mysticcta is slightly in favour of the female I never 
heard of a cow-cachalot yielding more than fifty ban els 
of oil , but I have both heard of, and seen, bulls canymg 
one hundred and fifty One indmdiial taken by us 
dovTi south vas se%cnty feet long, and furnished us 
with more than the lattei amount , but I shall come to 
lura by-and-by Just one more pomt befoie leavmg 
this (to me) fasematmg subject foi the piesent 

To an)’’ one studying the peculiar configuration of a 
cachalot’s mouth, it would appeal a difficult problem 
how the calf could suck Certainly it puzzled me more 
than a little But, when on the " Ime " grounds we 
got among a numbei of cows one calm day, I saw a 
little fellow about fifteen feet long, apparently only a 
few days old, m the veiy act The mother lay on one 
side, with the bieast neaily at the water’s edge, while 
the calf, lying parallel to its parent, with its head m 
the same direction, held the teat sideways m the 
angle of its jaw, with its snout protruding from the 
surface Although we caught seveial cow-humpbacks 
with newly bom calves, I never had an opportunity of 
seemg them suck 
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Gradually our pleasant days at Vau Vau drew to a 
close So quiet and idyllic had the life been, so full 
of simple joys, that most of us, if not all, felt a pang 
at the thought of our imminent departure from the 
beautiful place Profitable, in a pecuniary sense, the 
season had certainly failed to be, but that was the merest 
tnfle compared with the real happmess and peace en- 
joyed durmg our stay Even the temble tragedy u hich 
had taken one of our fellows from us could not spoil 
the actual enjoyment of our visit, sad and touching as 
the event undoubtedly was There was always, too, 
a sufficiently arduous routme of necessary duties to 
perform, preventmg us from degenerating into mere 
lotus eaters m that dehcious afternoon-land E'er even 
to me, friendless nomad as I was, did the thought ever 
occur, “ I will return no more ” 

But those lovely days spent m softly ghding over 
the calm, asrure depths, bathed in golden sunlight, 
gazmg dreamily down at the mdescnbable beauties of 
the hving reefs, feastmg damtily on abundance of 
never-cloymg fruit, amid scenes of delight hardly to be 
imagmed by the cramped mmd of the town dweller, 
islands, air, and sea all shimmermg in an enchanted 
haze, and silence scarcely broken by the tender npple 
of the gently-parted waters before the boat’s steady 
keel — though these joys have all been lost to me, and 
I m “ populous city pent ” endure the fading years, I 
would not barter the memory of them for more than 
I can say, so sweet it is to me And, then, our relations 
with the natives had been so perfectly amicable, so free 
from anythmg to regret Perhaps this simple state- 
nient will raise a cynical smile upon the lips of those 
who know Tahati, the New Hebiides, and kindred 
^ spots With all there savage, bestial oigies of alternate 
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i)i)^n Sknl Insj nnil unnannMc cnielty. Let jfc bo so 
F(.i toy ]n)t, I rcjoicc tlmt I iia\o no talc of weeks of 
(Irnnkf’nne.'s, of bmlal ra)*e, trcaclicroiis murder, and 
aknt.=:{ nntinnl'nblc torture to toll 

»i of IS ibc paradise of tlie beach-comber, 
and lito h<'ll of the clean man ilSfot that I liave been 
iMe to osiapj* it nltoe'dlier When I say that I once 
slnnpcd, uinMttinirlv, ns sailing-master of a little ivlnto 
seiiooner in Xouiikm, bound to ,Vpm, finding when too 
Into that she ■svas n “blackbn-dei — “labour vessel,” 
the wise it call — notlung more vill be needed to con- 
vince the initiated that I ba\e moved in the “nine 
circle'' ” of Poh nasin 

^'omo nine lioforc the day fixed for oiir dcpaitnre, 
\\c icm busy storing the gifts so liberally showered 
upon us by our eager friends Hundreds of bunches of 
bananas, many tlioiisands of oranges, } aras, taro, chillies, 
fouls, .and pigs were accunnilnted, until the ship looked 
like a huge markot-lxiat But wo could not persuade 
any of the natives to ship vntli ns to replace those 
vho<=G contract was now expuang Samuela and Polly 
Mere, aftei much difficult}-, prevailed upon by me to go 
with us to Hew Zealand, much to my gratification j hnfc 
still wc were voefully sliort-banded. At last, seeing 
that there was no help for it, the skipper decided to run 
over to Putnna, or Hoin Island, whoie he felt certam 
of obtaining lecruits vathout any trouble He did so 
most unwillingly, as may veil be believed, for the new- 
comers would need much training, while our present 
Kanaka anviliarios were tlie smartest men in the ship 

The slop-chcst was laigely drawn upon, to the credit 
of the crew, who wished in some tangible way to show 
thoir appreciation of the uniemitting kindness shown 
them by their diisk-y friends Hot a whisper had been 
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uttered l>f any nati\e as to desue of remimeration for 
what he }iad given If they expected a return, they 
certainly exercised great control over themselves in 
keeping then vnshes quiet But when they received 
the clothing, all utterly iinsuited to their requirements 
as it was, their heannng faces eloquently proclaimed 
the reality of then joy Heavy woollen shirts, thick 
cloth trousers and jackets, knitted socks , hut acceptable 
beyond all was a pilot-smt — warm enough for the 
Channel m vunter Happy above aU power of expres- 
sion was he who secuied it "With an eared cloth cap 
and a pan of half boots, to complete his pieposterons 
rig, no Bond Street exquisite could feel more calmly 
conscious of being a v ell-dressed man than he Prom 
henceforth he would be the observed of all observers 
at chapel on Sunday, exciting worldly desnes and 
aspirations among Ins cooler but coveting fellow- 
worshippers 

The ladies fared very badly, until the skipper, with 
a twinkling eye, announced that he had " dug up 
some rolls of “ cloth ” (calico), which he was prepared 
to supply us with at reasonable rates Being of rather 
pretty pattern, it went off like hot pies, and as the 
"fathoms” of gaudy, flunsy material were distributed 
to the dehghted fafiues, their shnll ones of gratitude 
were almost deafening 

Inexorable time brought round the mornmg of our 
departure Willing hands hfted our anchor, and hoisted 
the sails, so that we had nothing to do hut look on A 
scarcely perceptible breeze, stealing softly over the tree- 
tops, filled oui upper canvas, sparing us the labour of 
towing her out of the little bay where we had lam so 
long, and gradually wafted us away from its lovely 
shores, amid the fast-flowing tears of the great crowd, 
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With multitudinous ones of “ Ofa, al-ofa, papalang ” 
ringing in our ears {“ Good-bye , good-bye, white man 
we rounded the point, and, with mcreasmg pace, bore 
away through the outlying islands for the open sea 
There was a strong trade blowmg, making the old baiky 
caper like a dancmg-master, which long unfamihar 
motion almost disagreed with some of us, after our long 
quiet Under its hastenmg influence we made such 
good time that before dinner Vau Vau had faded into 
nothmgness, mingling like the clouds with the soft 
haze on the horizon, from henceforth only a memory 
We were not a very cheerful crowd that night, most 
of us bemg busy with his own reflections I must 
confess that I felt far greater sorrow at leaving Vau 
Vau than ever I did at leavmg England , because by 
the time I was able to secure a berth, I have usually 
drank pretty deep of the bitter cup of the " outward 
bounder,” than whom there is no more forlorn, miser- 
able creature on earth hTo one but the much abused 
boarding-master w'lU have anythmg to do with him, 
and that worthy is generally careful to let him know 
that he is but a hanger-on, a dependant on sufferance 
for a meal, and that his presence on shore is an out- 
rage As for the sailors’ homes, I have hardly patience 
to speak of them I know the sailor is usually a big 
baby that wants protecting against himself, and that 
once withm the four walls of the mstitution he is safe , 
but right there commendation must end Why are 
good folks ashore systematically misled mto the belief 
that the sailor is an object of charity, and that it is 
necessary to subscribe contmually and hberally to pro- 
vide him with food and shelter when ashore ? Most of 
the contributors would be surprised to know that the 
cost of board and lodging at the home ” is precisely 
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tlie same as it is outside, and mucli Inghei than a 
landsman of the same grade can live for in better style 
With the exception of the sleepmg accommodation, 
most men prefer the boarding-house, -where if they 
preserve the same commercial status -which is a sine 
qua non at the “home,” they are treated like gentle- 
men , but in -what follows lies the essential difference, 
and the reason for this outburst of mine, smothered in 
silence for years An “ outward bounder ” — that is, a 
man whose money is exhausted and who is li\ing upon 
the credit of his prospective advance of pay — ^is un- 
kno-wn at the “ home ” No matter what the condition 
of things IS in the shipping world , though the man 
may have fought -with energy to get his discharge 
accepted among the crowd at the “ cham-locker , ” 
though he be footsore and weary with "looking for a 
ship,” when his money is done, out mto the street he 
must go, if haply he may find a speculative boarding- 
master to receive him This act, althouffh most un- 
likely in appearance, is often performed , and though 
the boarding-master, of course, expects to recoup him- 
self out of the man’s advance note, it is none the less 
as merciful as the action of the “ home ” authorities is 
merciless Of course a man may go to the “ straw 
house,” or, as it is grandiloquently termed, the “desti- 
tute seaman’s asylum,” where for a season he -will be 
fed on the refuse from the “home,” and sheltered from 
the weather But the ungrateful rascals do not like the 
“ straw house,” and use very bad language about it 
The gallmg thing about the whole affair is that the 
“ sailors' home ” figures m certain official pubhcations 
as a chanty, which must be partially supported by 
outside contnbutions It may be a chantable institu- 
tion, but it certainly is not so to the sailor, who pays 
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fully for everything he receives The chanty is be- 
stoved upon a far different class of people to merchant 
Jack liCt it be granted that a man is sober and 
pro\udent, always getting a ship before lus money is all 
gone, ho will probably be well content at the home, 
although very few seamen like to be reminded ashore 
of their sea routine, as the manner of the home is If 
the institution does not pay a handsome dmdend, with 
its clothing shops and refinshment bars, as well as the 
boarding-house busmess on such a large scale, only one 
inference can be fairly drawn — there must be something 
radically wrong with the management 

After this burst of temper, perhaps I had better get 
back to the subject m hand It was, I suppose, m the 
usual contrary nature of thmgs that, while we were 
all in this nearly helpless condition, one evenmg just 
before sunset, along comes a sperm whale Now, the 
commonest prudence would have suggested lettmg him 
severely alone, smce we were not only short-handed, 
but several of our crew were completely cnppled by 
large boils , but it would have been an unprecedented 
thmg to do while there was any room left m the hold 
Consequently we mustered the halt and the lame, and 
manned two boats — all we could do — leavmg the almost 
useless cnpples to handle the ship Not to displace the 
rightful harpooner, I took an oar m one of them, headed 
by the captain 

At first my hopes were high that we should not 
succeed in reachmg the victim before dark, but I was 
grievously disappointed in this Just as the whale was 
curvmg himself to sound, we got fairly close, and the 
harpooner made a " pitch-pole ” dart , that is, he hurled 
his weapon mto the air, where it described a fine curve, 
and fell pomt downward on the animal's back just as he 
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was disappearmg He stopped lus descent uniaediately, 
and turned savagely to see what had struck him 
so unexpectedly At that moment the sun went 
down 

After the first few minutes’ “ tack-up, ” he settled 
down for a steady run, but not before the mate got 
good and fast to him likewise Away we went at a 
rare rate mto the gathermg gloom of the fast-commg 
night How, had it been about the time of full moon 
or thereabouts, we should doubtless have been able, by 
the flood of molten light she sends down m those 
latitudes, to give a good aceoimt of our enemy, but 
alas for us, it was not. The sky overhead was a deep 
blue-black, with steely sparkles of starlight scattered 
all over it, only servmg to accentuate the darkness. 
After a short time our whale became totally mvisible, 
except for the phosphono glare of the water all around 
him as he steadily ploughed his way along There was 
a good breeze blowmg, which soon caused us all to be 
drenched with the spray, rendenng the general effect 
of things cold as well as cheerless Heedless to say, 
we strove with all our might to get alongside of him, 
so that an end might be put to so unpleasant a state of 
affairs , but m our crippled condition it was not at all 
easy to do so. 

"We persevered, however, and at last managed to get 
near enough for the skipper to-hurl a lance into the 
brightness of which the whale formed the centre It 
must have touched him, for he gave a bound forward 
and disappeared We suddenly came to a standstill, 
but in a moment were whirled round as if on a pivot, 
and away we went m the opposite direction He had 
turned a complete somersault in the water beneath us, 
giving us a “ grue ” as we reflected what would have 
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happened had he then chosen to come boundmg to the 
surface This manceuvre seemed to please him mightilj, 
for he ran at top speed several minutes, and then 
repeated it This time he was nearly successful in 
doing us some real harm, for it was now so dark that 
we could hardly see the other boat’s form as she towed 
along parallel to us about three or four lengths away 
The two boats swung round m a wide circle, rushmg 
back at each other out of the surrounding darkness as 
if bent on mutual destruction Only by the smartest 
manipulation was a collision avoided, which, as each 
boat’s bows bristled with lances and harpoons, would 
have been a serious matter for some of us However, 
the whale did not have it aU his own way, for the 
skipper, having charged his bomb-gun, patiently laid 
for bun, and fired It was rather a long shot, but it 
reached him, as we afterwards ascertamed, makmg an 
ugly wound in the small near his tail 

Its effect upon him was startlmg and immediate 
He rushed off at so furious a rate dead to windward 
that for a great while we had aU our work cut out to 
keep her free by baling The sea had nsen a little, 
and as we leapt from one wave to another the spray 
flew over us m an almost contmuous cloud Clearly 
our situation was a parlous one We could not get 
near him , we were becommg dangerously enfeebled, 
and he appeared to be gaming strength mstead of losmg 
it Besides aU this, none of us could have the least 
idea of how the ship now bore from us, our only comfort 
bemg that, by observation of the Cross, we were not 
m akm g a direct course, but travellmg on the circum- 
ference of an immense circle Whatever damage we 
had done to him so far was evidently quite superficial, 
for, accustomed as we were to tremendous displays of 
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vigotir on the part of these creatures, this specimen 
fairly surprised us 

The time could only be guessed at, but, judgmg 
fixim our feehngs, it might have been two or three 
nights long StiU, to aU things an end, so in the midst 
of our dogged endurance of all this misery we felt the 
pace give, and took heart of grace immediately Callmg 
up all our reserves, we hauled up on to him, regardless 
of pam or wearmess- The skipper and mate lost no 
opportunities of lancmg, once they were alongside, but 
worked hke heroes, until a final plungmg of the fast- 
dying leviathan warned us to retreat Up he went out 
of the ghttenng foam mto the uppei darkness, while we 
held our breath at the unique sight of a whale bieach- 
mg at night But when he fell again, the efiect was 
marvellous Green columns of water arose on either 
Bide of the descending mass as if from the bowels of 
the deep, while their ghostly glare ht up the encirchng 
gloom with a strange, weird radiance, which, reflected 
in our anxious faces, made us look hke an expedi- 
tion from the Flyxn-g Dutchman A short speU of 
gradually qmeting struggle succeeded as the great 
beast succumbed, until all was still again, except the 
strange, low surge made by the waves as they broke 
over the bank of flesh passively obstructing their free 
sweep 

While the final touch was being given to oui task 
— le the hole-bormg through the tail-fin — all hands 
lay around m various picturesque attitudes, enjojung a 
refreshmg smoke, care foigettmg While thus pleasantly 
employed, sudden death, hke a bolt from the blue, leapt 
into our midst m a terrible form The skipper was 
labourmg hard at his task of cutting the hole for the 
■s tow-hne, when without wammg the great fin sivung 
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back as if suddenly released from tremendous tension 
Happily for us, the force of the blow was broken by 
its direction, as it struck the water before reaclimg the 
boat’s side, but the upper lobe hurled the boat-spade 
from the captain’s hands back mto our midst, where 
it struck the tub oarsman, sphtting his head in two 
halves The horror of the tragedy, the envelopmg 
darkness, the inevplicable revivifying of the monster, 
wluch we could not have doubted to be dead, all 
combined to stupefy and paralyze us for the time 
Hot a sound was heard in our boat, though the yells 
of inquiry from our companion craft arose m in- 
creasing volume It was but a bnef accession of 
energy, only lastmg two or three minutes, when the 
whale collapsed finally Having recovered from our 
surprise, we took no further chances with so dangerous 
an opponent, but bored him as full of holes as a 
colander 

Mournful and miserable were the remaining hours 
of our vigil We sat around poor ]\Iiguers corpse with 
unutterable feelings, recallmg all the tragical events 
of the voyage, until we reached the nadir of de- 
spondency With the rosy light of morning came more 
cheerful feelmgs, heightened by the close proximity of 
the ship, from which it is probable we had never been 
more than ten miles distant durmg the whole night 
She had sighted us with the first light, and made aU 
sail down to us, all hands much relieved at our safety 
We were so sorely exhausted that we could hardly 
climb on board , and how we hoisted the boats I hardly 
know The whale was secured by the efforts of the 
cripples we had left on board, while we wayfarers, 
after a good meal, were allowed four horns’ sound, 
sweet sleep 
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When we returned to our duties, the first -thing 
that awaited us was the hunal of the poor hody Very 
reverently were the last sad offices performed, the flag 
hoisted half-mast, the bell solemnly tolled. Then we 
gathered at the gangway while the eternal words of 
hope and consolation were faltermgly read, and with 
a sudden plunge the long, straight parcel shd off the 
hatch into the vast tomb ever ready for the dead 
sailor 

Our dead out of sight, work clamed all our atten- 
tion and energ}’-, wiping out with its beneficent influence 
all gloomy musmgs over the ineiutable, and replacmg 
them with the pressmg needs of life The whale was 
not a large one, but peculiar to look at. Like the 
specmen that fought so fiercely with us in the Indian 
Ocean, its jaw was twisted round m a sort of hook, 
the part that curved being so thickly covered with 
long barnacles as to give the monster a most eene 
look One of the Portuguese e\pressed his decided 
opinion that we had caught Davy Jones him self, and 
that, in consequence, we should have no more accidents 
It was mpossible not to sympathize with the conceit, 
for of all the queer-looking monstrosities ever seen, 
this latest acqmsition of ours would have taken high 
honours Such malformations of the lower mandible of 
the cachalot have often been met with, and variously 
explained , but the most plausible opinion seems to be 
that they have been acquired when the anmaJ is very 
young, and its bones not yet indurated, since it is im- 
possible to beheve that an adult could suffer such an 
accident without the broken jaw drooping instead of 
being turned on one side 

The yield of oil was distressingly scanty, the whale 
being what is technically kno-wn as a " dry skin.” The 
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blubber ^vas so bard and tougb that could hardly 
cut it up for boiling, and altogether it was one of the 
most disappointing affairs we had yet dealt with. This 
poorness of blubber was, to my mmd, undoubtedly 
due to the difficulty the animal must have had m 
obtaining food with his disabling defect of jaw. What* 
ever it was, we were heartily glad to see the last of 
tlie beast, fervently hoping we should never meet with 
another like him 

During the progress of these melancholy operations 
we had drifted a considerable distance out of our course, 
no attention being paid, as usual, to tlie direction of our 
drift until the greasy work was done Once the mess 
was cleared away, we hauled up again for our objective 
— Futuna — which, as it was but a few hours’ sail distant, 
we hoped to make the next da3% 
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tliat 13 , of "vnclcer-^rork, covered Avitli sotoe ■waterproof 
substance, wUetliei slcin or tarpaulin But tbe ingenious 
Kanaka, not content witli liis coracles, bad gone one 
better, and copied tlicm m dugouts of solid timber The 
resultant vessel was a sort of cross between a butcher’s 
tray and a v ash-basin — 

“ A thing beyond 

Concepfion such n ■wretched wherry, 

P( rhnpa ne’er Tcntnrcd on n pond, 

Or crossed n ferry ” 

The proud possessors of the coracles, both ■wicker and 
wood, must ha^^e been poor indeed, for they did not 
even own a paddle, propelling their basins through the 
watei ^vlth their hands It may be imagmed what a 
pace they put on ' At a little distance they weie very 
puzzling, lookmg more like a water-beetle grown fat 
and lazy than aught else 

And so, in everything floatable, the whole male 
population of that part of the coast came to ■nsit us. 
We wore speedily the centre of a great crowd of canoes, 
some of wluch were contmually capsizing and spilling 
then occupants, who took no more notice of such mci- 
dents than one would of a sneeze Underneath a canoe, 
or on top, made but little difference to these amphibious 
creatures They brought nothmg ■with them to trade , 
in fact, few of their vessels were capable of carrymg 
anything that could not s'tvim and take care of itself 
As they came on board, each crossed himself more or 
less devoutly, revealing the teaching of a Koman 
Gathohe mission, and as they called to one another, 
it was not hard to recognize, even in them native garb, 
such names as Errbnbo (Irenae'us), Al’seo (Aloysius), and 
other favourite cognomens of saints 

A laughing, chattenng, good-tempered crowd they 
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A bargain was soon struck, and Tui entered upon 
Ins self-imposed task. It was immediately evident that 
ho had a bigger contract on hand than he had imagined 
The natives, who had previously held somewhat aloof 
from him in a kiud of deferential respect, no sooner got 
%vind of the fact that we needed some of them than 
they wei-o seired with a perfect frenzy of excitement 
Tliero were, I should think, at least a himdred and fifty 
of them on board at the time Of this crowd, every 
member wanted to be selected, pushmg his candidature 
with voice and gesture as vigorously as he knew how 
The dm v as frightful. Tui, centre of the frantic mob, 
strove vainly to make himself heai*d, to reduce the 
chaos to some sort of order, but for a great while it was 
a hopeless attempt At last, extricating himself from 
his importunate finends, he gamed the captam’s side 
Pantmg, almost breathless, ivith sweat streammg off 
him, he gasped out, “ Oh, cap’n, dese yer dam mggers 
aU gone mad ! Dnbe ’em oberbord , clar ’em out, ’n 
m Stan’ by to grab some o’ der likely ones as de res’ 
scatter ” " But what about the wages ? ” said the 

skipper " Tm not goin’ ter give ’em whatever they 
like to ask.” “ You leab it ter me, cap'n. I bet you’ll 
be satisfy Anyhow, dishyers no time fer tradm’ , de 
blame niggers all off dere coco-nuts Anybody fink 
you’se paym’ off ’stead 0’ shippin’, an’ deyse all afraid 
dey won’t get ’nough ” 

Unpleasant as the job was to all of us, it had to be 
done , so we armed ourselves with ropes’-ends, which 
we flourished threatenmgly, avoidmg where possible 
any actual blows Many sprang overboard at once, 
findmg their way ashore or to their canoes as best they 
could The majority, however, had to swim, for we 
now noticed that, either m haste or from carelessness. 
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tliey had in most cases omitted to fasten their canoes 
secnrely when coming alongside, so that many of them 
were now far out to sea The distance to shore bemg 
under three miles, that mattered little, as far as their 
personal safety was concerned 

Tins summary treatment was eminently successful, 
qmet being rapidly restored, so that Tiu was able to 
select a dozen men, who he declared were the best in 
the islands for our purpose. Although it seems some- 
what premature to say so, the general conduct of the 
successtul candidates -u as so good as to justify Tui fuUy 
in his eulogium Perhaps his presence had somethmg 
to do with It ? 

We now had all that we came for, so that we were 
anxious to be ofF But it was a job to get nd of the 
visitors stiU remaining on board They stowed them- 
selves away in all manner of comers, in some cases 
ludicrously madequate as hidmg-places, and it was not 
until we were nearly five miles from the land that the 
last of them plunged into the sea and struck out for 
home It was very queer Ignorant of our destination, 
of what would be required of them , leaiong a land of 
ease and plenty for a certainty of short commons and 
hard work, without preparation or farewells, I do not 
thmk I ever heard of such a strange thmg before. Had 
their home been famine or plague-stricken, they could 
not have evmced greater eagerness to leave it, or to 
face the great unknown 

As we drew farther off the island the wind freshened, 
until we had a good, whole-sail breeze blustering behind 
US, the old ship making, with her usual generous fuss, 
a tremendous rate of seven knots an hour Our course 
"was shaped for the southward, towards the Bay of 
Islands, Hew Zealand In that favourite haunt of the 
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Sotitli-senmnu ^vo were to wood and water, find lettera 
irom iiome (those who had one), and prepare for the 
stonny south 

Obviously the first thing to be done for our new 
shipmates was to clothe them When they arrived 
on board, all, with the single exception of Tiu, were 
furnished only with a “ maro ” of " tapa,” scanty m its 
proportions, but still enough to wrap round their loins. 
But when they v eixi accepted for the vacant positions 
on board, they cast off even the shght apology for 
clotlung vhich they had worn, flinging the poor rags 
to their retreating and rejected compatriots Thus they 
were strutting about, in native majesty unclad, which, 
of course, could not be endured among even so uncon- 
ventional a crowd as we were So they were mustered 
aft, and, to their extravagant delight, a complete ng-out 
was handed to each of them, accompanied by graphic 
instructions how to dress themselves Very queer they 
looked when dressed, but queerer stiU not long after- 
wards, when some of them, galled by the unaccustomed 
restramt of tlie trousers, were seen prowhng about with 
shirts tied round then waists by the sleeves, and pants 
tvisted turban-wise about their heads Tui was called, 
and requested to inform them that they must dress 
properly, after the fashion of the white man, for that 
any impromptu improvements upon our method of 
clothes-wearmg could not be permitted As they were 
gentle, tractable fellows, they readily obeyed, and, 
though they must have suffered considerably, there 
were no further grounds for complaint on the score 
of dress 

It has been already noticed that they were Roman 
Catholics— aU except Tui, who from his superior mental 
elevation looked down upon their behefs with calm 
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contempt, although really a greater heathen than any of 
them had ever been It was quite pathetic to see how 
earnestly they endeavoured to maintain the form of 
worship to which they had been accustomed, though 
how they managed without them pnest, 1 could not 
find out Every evening they bad prayers together, 
accompamed by many crossmgs and genuflexions, and 
wound up by the smgmg of a hymn in such queer 
Latm that it was almost unrecognizable After much 
wondermg, I did manage to make out "0 Salutans 
Hostia ' ” and “ Tantum Ergo.” but not until them 
queer pronunciation of consonants had become famili a r 
Some of the hymns were m them own tongue, only one 
of which I can now remember Phonetically, it ran 
thus— 

“Mah-lee-ah, Kollycea le^ee, 

Oheolloh mo mallamah 
Alofab, keca ma toh , 

Fah nn oh, JTnh lah ee ah ” — 

which I imderstood to be a native rendermg of "0 
Stella Mans ! ” It was sung to the well-known “ Pro- 
cessional ” m good tune, and on that account, I suppose, 
fixed Itself in my memory 

Whenever any of them were ordered aloft, they 
never failed to cross themselves before takmg to the 
nggmg, as if impressed with a sense of them chance of 
not retummg agam m safety. To me was given the 
congemal task of teachmg them the duties requmed, 
and I am bound to admit that they were willmg, 
biddable, and cheerful learners Another amiable trait 
m them characters was especially noticeable they 
always held everythmg in common Ho matter how 
small the portion received by any one, it was scrupu- 
lously shared with the others who lacked, and this 
subdivision was often earned to ludicrous lengths. 
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tlior*.' nn to }nijr\ south, ue took a 

‘>)iort on Iho Vo'^quc/ grouml, more, I think, for 

the of tmininq mn rotnuts than nnUhing else 

for O'? thf* nviull.s to our pnititMcrc concerned, vro 
naVht •ijino’-i \u’ll lin\e gone straight on, for wo only 
took or*' ^mnll oou-cictmlof But the time spent thus 
crm'^in^- wtr by no ineaiis nasted Before we left 
iUnllv for Nov, /inland, »nor\ one of (hose Kanakas 
•n-ac O'- much at home in the \\ halc-lioats as he nould 
lia'vo 1 ‘tvn in a canoe Of coui^e ttioy nero greatly 
I'vljHsl }>%' liu'ir eiitin? fnnnlianty wjlli the nntcr, which 
t'Kilv fnen them nil that drend of being drowned nhich 
iuuuper-s the ^Ollte “grcenie'' so sorely, besides which, 
the absolute rnnfidonce they had in our process 
ainnng'Jt the w bales freed them from any fear on that 
head 

Tut pro%od himself to he a smart harpooiier, and 
wa*! chosen for the captain's boat Dunng our con- 
vtr-ations I n.ia secrotlv amused to hear lum allude to 
hunvolf O'' S'lin, thinking how little it accorded with 
Ins <oi‘i/i<ian( Kanaka oiigin ITc often regaled mo 
With accounts of his loyal struggles to mnuitnm hrs 
rule, all of winch narrations T received with a goodly 
amount of icsorte, though confirmed in some particulars 
bv the Kanakas, at hen I became able to couveise wnth 
them But I was liarrll} prepared to find, ns I did 
many jears after, ujion looking up some detail in 
Findlnv’s "South Pacific Dmectory,” this wmrthy 
alluded to as " the celebrated Sam,” in a bnof account 
of Putnna TJicre bo tvas said to be king of the twin 
isles , so I suppose he found means to oust his rival, 
and resume his sovereignty, though, how an American 
negro, as Sam undoubtedly was, ever managed to gam 
such a remains to me an unfathomable 
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mystexy Certainly lie did not reveal any sncli 
masterful attiibutes as one would bare expected m 
lum, while he served as harpooner on board the 
Cachalot 

Gradually we crept south, unfed one mormng we 
sighted the towenng mass of Sunday Island, the prm- 
cipal member of the small Kermadec group, which hes 
nearly on the prime meridian of one hundred and 
eight}' degrees, and but a short distance north of the 
extremity of New Zealand. We had long ago fimshed 
the last of our fresh provisions, fish had been very 
scarce, so the captain seized the opportunity to give us 
a run ashoie, and at the same time instructed us to do 
such foraging as we coidd It was rumoured that 
there were many wdd pigs to be found, and ceitainly 
abundance of goats , but if both these sources of supply 
faded, we could fall back on fish, of which we were 
almost sure to get a good haul 

The island is a stupendous mass of rock, nsmg 
sheer from the waves, in some places to a height of 
fifteen hundred feet These tov enng c liffs are clothed 
with verdure, large trees clinging to their precipitous 
sides m a marvellous way Except at one small bight, 
known as Denham Bay, the place is inaccessible, not 
oidy from the steepness of its cliffs, but because, owing 
to its position, the gigantic swell of the South Pacific 
assails those immense bastions with a force and volume 
that woidd destroy mstantly any vessel that unfortu- 
nately ventured too near Denham Bay, however, is 
m some measure protected by reefs of scattered boulders, 
which break the greatest volume of the oncommg 
rollers Withm those protecting barriers, with certam 
■grinds. It is possible to effect a landing with caution , 
but even then no tyro in boat-handling should venture 
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to ?o \W 0 '^jHniiK‘Til \^oul(l nlmost certainly be 
tn bait niul cio^v 

Wo ho\e'io oft' tbe hUlo bar, tbo \\alcr'; of winch 
Io*'t cvl phicnl cnmn^h for a plcasuro-i>art} , lowered two 
bMN i.oll ftinn-hoil iwth fi<;binp gear and such other 
f'iujpnu'ut \\o thonght would he needed, and jiulled 
a uiv ft.r the latnhng- place wc drew near the 

laarh. we found that, m «5pite of the lundrance to 
the »'e/'an ■‘well aft'oidcd hv tlic leefs, it broke upon 
the Irnoh jn rollons of nuinen'^c Jn ordei to avoid 
am n >'''haj>, then, wo Inincd the bo its’ heads to seawai-d, 
ind uemlv hicked towards the bench, until n laieer 
ba' .kor than laual came (hundenng in As it rushed 
towards us, wo pulled lustily to moot it, the lovely 
enft nsing to its forming crest like sea-birds Then, 
ns s(Hni ns we wore on its outer slope, we re\erscd the 
‘•taike ngnin, coining in on its mighty shoulders at 
nicing speed Tlie instant our keels touched the beach 
we all lea]it out, and exerting o%er)'- ounce of strength 
we ]x^st;osscd, ran the boats up high and dry before the 
next roller had lime to do more than hiss haimlcssly 
ni-onnd our feet It w ns a task of uncommon difficulty, 
foi the shore was wholly composed of loose lava and 
})mnice-3lonc grit, into which w e sank ankle-deep at 
ON cry step, besides being exceedingly steep 

We managed, however, to escape without any 
mishap, for the drenching was a boon to our burnt-up 
skins Off w c started along the level land, w’bicb, as 
far ns I could )udgc, extended inland for perhaps a 
mile and a half by about two miles wide From this 
flat shelf the cliffs rose perpendicularly, as they did 
from the sea Up their sides weie innumerable goat- 
tiacks, upon some of which we could descry a few of 
those agile creatures climbing almost like flies The 
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plateau was tliickly wooded, many of the trees having 
been friut-beanng once, but now, much to our dis- 
appointment, barren from neglect 

A ruined house, surrounded by other vestiges of 
what had once been a homestead, stood in the middle 
of this piece of land Feeling curious to know what 
the historj^ of this isolated settlement might be, I 
asked the mate if he Icnew anything of it He told mo 
that an Ameiican named Halstead, with his family, 
lived here for yearn, insited only by an occasional 
V. haler, to whom they sold such produce as they might 
have and be able to spare at the time TThat their 
preiious history'’ had been, oi nhy they thus chose 
to cut themselves off from the u oild, he did not know , 
but they seemed contented enough with their tmy 
kingdom, nor had any wish to leave it But it came 
to pass that one night they felt the sure and iirm-set 
earth trembling convulsively beneath then- feet Bush- 
ing out of their house, they saw the heavens bespinad 
with an awful poll of smoke, the under-side of which 
was glowing with the reflected fires of some vast 
furnace Their terroi was increased by a smart shower 
of falhng ashes and the reveiberations of subterranean 
thunders At first they thought of flight in their boat, 
not reckomng the wide stretch of sea which rolled 
between them and the nearest land, but the height and 
frequency of the breakers then prevailing made that 
impossible 

Their situation was pitiable m the extreme Hurmg 
the years of peace and serenity they had spent hero, no 
thought of the insecurity of their tenure had troubled 
them Though they had but been dwellers on the 
threshold of the mountain, as it were, and any exten- 
sion of their teiritory impossible by i-eason of the 
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iu^nmtntnunblc harner nronml Ihem, tliey Imd led nn 
’ttniTiMiWod life, nil nnktionin" of (lie fearful forces 
I'tniomh ttnir f<^'t But no^\ they found llie founda- 
tn'rj'i of ?ho beneath breaking up, {hat Antbering, 
lucv mt f-hnWiT of n‘hes and scorin' dc'^troyed all their 
cT'^p': , the imid ntid delicije an changed into a heavy, 
'^«l]>buroun nin*'nn , while o\erhcnd the beneficent face 
c»f tlie bnchi-bluo ‘^k% iiud liccomc n horrible canopy of 
ikau'h* black, ainiut which plnxtd lurid coruscations of 
'ukrml iire-i 

\Yhat iht'y ondunal throughout those days and 
rights: of voe. could ne\er be told They fled from 
the home tlu} had reared with such abundance of 
bning labour, taking retugc in a cave, for not even 
the knovleuge that the niountnm itself seemed to be 
in tbe throes of dissobition could entirely destroy their 
tns^i in those n]iparcntly eternal fastnesses Here 
tlieir eldest son died, worried to death by incessant 
terrx>r At last a passing whaler, remembenng them and 
"c.incf the condition of things, liad the liumanity and 
c/tumgc to stand in near enough to see their ngonired 
signals of distress All of them, except the son buned 
but a day or two before, were safely receded and 
earned away, leaving the terrible moimtain to its 
solitude 

As I listened, I almost in%oluntanly cast my eyes 
upwards; nor was I at all sui-pnsed to see far over- 
head a Eolitai-) patch of smoky cloud, w'hich I bebeve 
to have been a sure indication that the volcano was 
still liable to commence operations at any time 

So far, w e had not happened upon any pigs, or goats 
either, although we saw many indications of the latter 
odonferous animal There were few sea-birds to be 
seen, but in and out among th? dense undergrowth 
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ran many short-legged brown birds, something like a 
paitridge — the same, I belieie, as we afterwards 
became familiar witli in Stewart's Island by the name 
of “ Maori hens " They wein so tame and mcjuisitive 
that we had no difficulty in secunng a few by the 
simple process of knocking them oier ivith sticks 
From the mom branch of a lai^e tree hung a big 
honey-comb out of which the honey was draining upon 
the earth Aroimd it buzzed a busy concourse of bees, 
who appeared to us so foimidable that wo decided to 
leave them to the enjoyment of then sweet store, in 
case we should mi ite an attack 

So far, our rambluig had revealed nothing of any 
sernce to us , but just then, struck by the appearance 
of a plant which was Rowing profusely in a glade we 
were passing over, I made hold to taste one of the 
leaves What the botanical name of the vegetable is, 
I do not kmow , but, under the designation of " Maori 
cabbage,” it is ueU known in New Zealand It looks 
like a lettuce, runnmg to seed, but it tastes exactly 
hke young turnip-tops, and is a splendid anti-scorbutic 
What its discovery meant to us, I can hardly com ey 
to any one who does not know uhat an insatiable 
cravmg for potatoes and green vegetables possesses 
seamen when they have for long been deprived of these 
humble but necessary articles of food Under the cir- 
cumstances, no “ find ” could have given us greater 
pleasure — that is, in the food line — ^thnn this did 

Takmg it all round, however, the place as a foragmg 
ground was not a success We chased a goat of veiy 
large size, and beard voluminous as a l^bbi’s, mto 
a cave, which may haie been the one the Halsteads 
took shelter in, for we saw no other One of the 
Kanakas volunteered to go m after him with a line, 
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and did so The resnltont encounter Tvas the best bit 
of fim vre had had for many a day After a period 
of daiksomc scufflmg "VTithin, the entangled pair 
emerged, fieicely lyrestUng, Billy being to all appear- 
ance much the fresher of the two Pair play seemed 
to demand that wo should let them fight it out , but, 
sad to say, the othei Kanakas could not see things in 
that light, and Billy was soon despatched Bather 
needless killing, too , for no one, except at starvation- 
point, could have eaten the pooi inmams of leathery 
flesh that still decorated that weather-beaten frame 

But this sort of thmg was tirmg and unprofitable 
The mterest of the place soon fizzled out, when it was 
found there was so httle worth taking away, so, as 
the day was getting on, it was decided to launch off 
and start fishing In a few minutes we were afloat 
again, and anchored, in about four fathoms, m as 
fa\ curable a spot for our sport as ever I saw Pish 
swarmed about us of many sorts, but pnncipaUy of 
the “ kauwhai,” a kmd of mullet very plentiful about 
Auckland, and averagmg five or six pounds Much 
to my annoyance, we had not been able to get any 
bait, except a bit of raw salt-pork, which hardly any 
fish but the shark tribe will look at Had I known 
or thought of it, a bit of goat would have been far 
moie attractive 

However, as there was no help for it, we baited up 
and started “Hary nibble ermong ’em!” growled 
Sam, as we sat impatiently waitmg for a bite When 
we hauled up to see what was wrong, fish followed the 
hook up in hundreds, letting us know plainly as 
possible that they only wanted something tasty It 
was outrageous, exasperating beyond measure! At 
last Samuela grew so tired of it that he seized his 
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harpoon, and hurled ifc into the middle of a company 
of kaurvhai that urere calmly nosing around the hows 
By the merest chance he managed to impale one of 
them upon the broad pomt It was hardly in the boat 
before I had seized it, scaled it, and cut it into neat 
httle blocks All hands rebaited with it, and flung 
out again The change was astounding Up they 
came, two at a tune, dozens and dozens of them — 
kauwhai, cavalle, yellow-tail, schnapper — ^lovely fish 
of delicious flavour and goodly size Then one of us 
got a fish which made him yell, “ Shark ' shark ' ” 
with all his might He had a small Ime of Amencan 
cotton, staunch as copper wire, but dreadfully cuttmg 
to the hands IVhen he took a turn roimd the logger- 
head, the friction of the runnmg Ime cut right mto the 
white oak, but the uonderful cord and hook still held 
their own At last the monster yielded, coming in at 
first inch by mch, then more rapidly, tiU raised m 
tnumph above the gunwale — a yellow-tail six feet 
long I have caught this splendid fish (Elagatis lipin- 
many times before and smce then, but never 
did I see such a grand specimen as this one — no, not 
by thirty oi forty pounds Then I got a giant cavaUb 
His broad, shield-hke body blazed hither and thither 
as I struggled to ship him, but it was long ere he gave 
in to supenor strength and excellence of Ime and hook 
ilcanwhile, the others had been steadily increasmg 
our cargo, until, feelmg that we had qmte as much fish 
as would suffice us, besides bemg really a good load, I 
suggested a move touards the ship We were laymg 
withm about half a mile of the shore, where the ex“ 
tremity of the level land reached the cliffs Up one of 
the v\ ell- worn tracks a fine, fat goat was slowly creeping, 
Etoppmg ever^’ now and then to brou se upon the short 



AT FUTUNA, RECRUITING 


301 


herbage that clung to the crevices of the rock Without 
saying a vrord, Polly the Kanaka slipped over the side, 
and struck out with swift overhead strokes for the foot 
of the cliff As soon as I saw what he was after, I 
shouted loudly for him to return, but he either could 
not or would not hear me The fellow’s seal-hke 
ability as a swimmer was, of course, well known to 
me, but I must confess I trembled for his life m such 
a weltering whirl of rock-tom sea as boiled among the 
crags at the base of that precipice. He, however, 
evidently knew what he was gomg to do, and, though 
takmg risks which would have certamly been fatal to 
an ordmary swimmer, was qmte imafraid of the result 
We all watched him breathlessly as he apparently 
headed straight for the biggest outlymg rock — a square, 
black boulder about the size of an ordinary railway car 
He came up to it on the summit of a foammg wave , 
but just as I looked for him to be dashed to pieces 
agamst its adamantme sides, he threw his legs mto the 
air and disappeared A stealthy, satisfied smile glowed 
upon Samuela’s rugged visage, and, as he caught my 
eye, he said jauntily, ‘'Polly savee too much Lookee 
him come ontop one time!” I looked, and sure enough 
there was the danng viUam crawlmg up among the 
kelp fax out of reach of the hungry rollers It was a 
marvellous exhibition of coolness and skill 

Without waitmg an instant, he began to stalk the 
goat, dodging amongst the bushes with feet that climg 
to the steep sides of the cliff as well as the animal s 
Before he could reach her, she had wmded him, and 
was off up the track He followed, without further 
attempt to hide himself, but, despite his vigour and 
ability, would, I fancy, have stood a microscopic chance 

of catching her had she not been heavy with kid As 

1 / 
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it was, he had all hia work cut out for him. When he 
did catch her, she made so fierce a struggle for life and 
liberty that, in the endeavour to hold her, he missed 
his insecure foothold, and the pair came tumbling over 
and over down the chff m a muuature avalanche of 
stones and dust At the bottom they both lay qmet 
for a time , while I anxiously waited, fearing the rash 
fool was seriously in 3 ured , but m a minute or two he 
was on his feet again 

Lashmg the goat to his body, and ignoring her 
struggles, he crawled out as far among the rocks as he 
could , then, at the approach of a big breaker, he dived 
to meet it, coming up outside its threatening top like a 
hfe-buoy I pulled in, as near as I could venture, to 
pick him up, and m a few minutes had him safely on 
board again, but suffering fearfully In his roll down 
the cliff he had been without his trousers, which would 
have been some protection to him . Consequently, his 
thighs were deeply cut and tom in many places, while 
the brme entenng so many wounds, though a grand 
styptic, must have tortured him unspeakably At any 
rate, though he was a regular stoic to bear pain, he 
famted while I was " dressing him down ” in the most 
vigorous languf^e I could command for his foolhardy 
tnck. Then we all realized what he must be going 
through, and felt that he was getting all the punishment 
he deserved, and more The goat, poor thing 1 seemed 
none the worse for her rough handhng 

The mate gave the signal to get back on boaid just 
as Polly revived, so there wein no mconvement questions 
asked, and we returned alongside in triumph, with such 
a cargo of fish as would have given us a good month’s 
pay an round could we have landed them at Billingsgate. 
Although the mate had not succeeded as weU as we, the 
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catcli of the two boats aggregated half a ton, not a fish 
among the lot less than five pounds weight, and one of 
a hundred and twenty — the yellow-tail aforesaid. As 
soon as we reached the ship, the boats were run up, 
sails filled, and away we lumbered again towards New 
Zealand 

As the great mass of that sohtary mountain faded 
away m the gathenng shades of evenmg, it was impos- 
sible to help remembermg the suffenngs of that afihcted 
family, confined to those tremblmg, sulphurous, ash- 
bestrewn rocks, amid gloom by day, and unnatural 
glaie by night, for all that weary while And while I 
admit that there is to some people a charm m bemg 
alone with nature, it is altogether another thmg when 
your solitude becomes compulsory, your paradise a 
prison from which you cannot break away There are 
many such nooks scattered about the ocean, where men 
have hidden themselves away from the busy world, and 
been forgotten by it, but few of them, I fancy, offer 
such potentiahties of terror as Sunday Island 

We had hardly lost sight of the land, when Polly's 
capture gave birth to a lad This event was the most 
interestmg thing that had happened on board for a 
great while, and the fimny httie visitor would have 
run great nsk of being completely spoiled had he hved 
But, to our umversal sorrow, the mother’s milk failed — 
from want of green food, I suppose — and we were 
obliged to kill the poor httle chap to save him from 
being starved to death He made a savoury mess for 
some whose appetite for flesh-meat was stronger than 
any sentimental considerations 

To an ordinaiy trader, the distance between the 
Kermadecs and the Bay of Islands, New Zealand, 
roughly represents a couple of days’ sail; but to us. 
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■who "were apparently incapable of burry under any 
circumstances, it meant a good -week’s bludgeoning the 
protesting -waves before the gnm outliers of the Three 
Bangs came mto view Even then, although the 
distance was a mere bagatelle, it was another two days 
before we arrived off that magnificent harbour where 
reposes the oldest to-wnship m BTew Zealand — ^EusseU, 
where rest the mortal lemains of the first really Pakeha 
Maon, but which, foi some unaccountable reason, is 
stiU left undeveloped and neglected, visited only by 
the wandermg whalers (m ever-decreasing numbers) 
and an occasional tnm, business-like, and gentlemanly 
man-o’-war, that, like a Guardsman strolling the West 
End in mufti, stalks the sea -with never an item of her 
smart ng de-viatmg by a shade Irom its proper set or 
sheer 



CHAPTER XXIV 


THE BAY OF ISLANDS AND NEW ZEALAND COAST 

In a comparative new colony like New Zealand, where 
the marvellons gro^vth of the young state can be traced 
withm li-sung memory, from the privations of the pioneer 
to the fully developed city mth all the machinery of our 
latest luxurious ci-vilization, it is exceedingly mterest- 
ing to note how the prmcipal towns have sprung up 
arbitrarily, and without any heed to the intentions 
of the rulmg powers The old-fashioned township of 
Kororanka, or Port Eussell, is a case very much in 
point As we sailed m between the many islets from 
which the magmficent bay takes its name, for all 
appearances to the contrary, we might have been the 
first discoverers Hot a house, not a sail, not a boat, 
broke the loneliness and primeval look of the placid 
waters and the adjacent shores Hot until we diew 
near the anchorage, and saw upon opemng up the little 
town the straight-standmg masts of three whale-ships, 
did anything appear to dispel the intense air of 
solitude overhanging the whole As we drew nearer, 
and rounded-to for mooring, I looked expectantly for 
some sign of enterprise on the part of the inhabitants — 
some tradesman’s boat sohcitmg ordeis , some of the 
population on the beach (there was no sign of a pier), 
watching the visitor come to an anchor Hot a bit of 
it The whole place seemed a maritime sleepy hollow, 
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tlie dwellers in whicli liad lost all interest in life, and 
' liad become far less energetic than tbe much-maligned 
Kanakas m their dreamy isles of summer 

Tet this was once intended for the capital of Kew 
Zealand When the large and splendidly-built city of 
Dunedin, Otago, was a barren bush, haunted only by 
the “ morepork ” and the apteryx, Eussell was humming 
with vitahty, her harbour busy with fleets of ships, 
pnncipally whalers, who found it the most convement 
calhng-place in the southern temperate zone Temblo 
scenes were enacted about its “blackguard beach,” 
orgies of wild debauchery and bloodshed mdulged m 
by the half-savage and utterly lawless crews of the 
whale-ships But it nevei attained to any real im- 
portance As a port of call for whalers, it enjoyed 
a certain kind of prosperity, but when the South 
Sea fishery dwindled, EusseU shrank on immediate 
sympathy It never had any vitality of its own, no 
manufactures or products, unless the wretched coal- 
mines adjacent, with their dirty output, which is 
scoffed at by the grimiest tug afloat, could be digmfied 
by the name 

Kemembermg, as I did, the beauty, the eneigy, 
and prospenty of the great New Zealand ports, some 
of them with not a tithe of the natural advantages 
of Eussell, I felt amazed, almost indignant, at its 
dead-and-ahve appearance 

Our anchor was no sooner down than the captains 
of the J %7nes Arnold, Matilda Sayo , and Coral lowered 
and came on board, eager to hear or to teU such news 
as was gomg As we had now grown to expect, all 
work was over immediately the sails were fast and 
decks cleared up, so that we were free to entertain 
ir visitors And a high old time w e had of it that 
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afternoon! AVhat wtli songs, dnnees, mxcl yarns, tlie 
hours den* hy with lightning speed. Our Kanakas, 
too, were oieijo^cd to find compatnots among the 
\a=;itors, and settled down to a steady stream of talk 
which lasted, inthout intermission, the w^hole night 
tliroiigh It was a wonderful exhibition of tongue- 
wagging, though wliat it was all about puzzled me 
greatly 

Life on board those three sliips, though desenbed 
in glowing terras by the iisitors, was evidently not to 
Ik; mentioned for comfort in the same breath as ours 
But wc found that our laic captain’s fame as a “hard 
citizen” was well known to all; so that it is only 
onhnary justice to suppose that such a life as he led 
us was exceptional for cien a Yankee spouter Our 
fnends ga^ e us a blood-curdling account of the Solander 
whaling ground, which w'O were about to visit, the 
James Arnold and Coral having spent a season there 
that cruise I did not, however, pay much attention 
to their yarns, feeling sure that, even if they were fact, 
it would not help to brood over coming hardships, and 
inclined to give liberal discount to most of their state- 
ments. The incessant chatter got wearisome at last, 
and I, for one, was not sorry when, at t\vo m the 
morning, our visitors departed to their several ships, 
and left ns to get what sleep still remamed left to us 

A pleasant expedition was planned for the next day 
Our losit being pnncipally for wooding and w^atermg, 
both of which it was necessary for us to do ourselves, 
Captain Count showed his usual promptitude in com- 
mencing at once Permission having been obtained 
and, I suppose, paid for, wo set out with two boats 
and a plentiful supply of axes for a well-wooded 
promontory to prepare a store of wood Wood 
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chopping IS not usually looked upon as a sailor’s 
pastime, but we bad bad considerable expenenco 
durmg the voyage, as a result of wbicb most of us 
could swing an axe in fine style But the Kanakas 
beat us all hollow Debghted to get ashore again, 
pleased with the fine axes as children with new toys, 
they laid about them in grand style, the young trees 
falling right and left in scores Anybody would have 
judged that we were working piece-work, at so much a 
cord, the pile grew so fast There was such a quantity 
collected that, instead of Iightenng it off m the boats, 
which IS very rough and dirtj’’ usage for them, I con- 
structed a sort of raft with four large spars arranged 
in the form of an oblong, placmg an immense quantity 
of the smaller stuff in between TJpnght sticks were 
rudely lashed here and there, to keep the pile from 
bobbing out underneath, and thus loaded we proceeded 
slowly to the ship with sufficient wood for our wants 
brought in one journey It was immediately hoisted 
on board, sawn into convement lengths, and stowed 
away, the whole operation being completed, of getting 
between eight and ten tons of firewood cut, femed, and 
stowed, in less than eight hours 

Next day was devoted to watermg , but as I have 
elsewhere described that necessary if prosaic occupation, 
I will not repeat the story Sufficient to say that the 
job was successfully "did” in the course of the day. 

All the work bemg accomplished for which we had 
come, it only remained to give the crew " liberty ” So 
the port watch, m their best (^) ng, were mustered aft , 
each man received ten shillings, and away they went m 
glee for the first genuine day’s liberty smce leaving 
Honolulu Bor although they had been much ashore 
lu "Van Vau, that was not looked upon m the same 
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bgtfc as a day’s freedom in a town where hqnor imght 
he procured, and the questionable privilege of getting 
drunk taken advantage of. Envious eyes watched 
Lheu- progress from the other ships, but, much to 
m}’^ secret satisfaction, none of their crews were 
allowed ashore at the same time There were qmte 
sufficient possibilities of a row among our own crowd, 
without further complications such as would almost 
certainly have occurred had the strangers been let 
loose at the same time Unfortunately, to the ordinary 
sailor-man, the place presented no other forms of 
amusement besides drmking, and I was gneved to 
sefe almost the whole crowd, including the Kanakas, 
emerge from the grog-shop plentifully supplied with 
bottles, and, seating themselves on the beach, com- 
mence their carouse The natives evinced the greatest 
eagerness to get drank, swallowing down the homble 
“ square gin ” as if it were water They passed ivith 
the utmost rapidity through aU. the stages of drunken- 
ness Before they had been ashore an hour, most of 
them were lying like logs, m the full blaze of the sim, 
on the beach Seeing this, the captam suggested the 
advisability of bringing them on board at once, as they 
were only exposed to robbery by the few prowling 
Maones that loafed about the beach — a curious contrast 
to the stately fellows met with m other parts of New 
Zealand 

So we set to work, and brought them on board 
agam, handmg them over to their compatriots by way 
of warning against similar excesses, although, it must 
be confessed, that they were hardly to blame, with the 
example of their more civilized sMpmates befoie their 
eyes Sam was energetic in his condemnation of both 
the Kanakas for getting drunk, and the captain for 
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by those poor fellows, whose only recreation pre^'lously 
had been to stroll listlessl}’’ up and down the gloomy, 
stone-flagged hall of the great barracks imtil sheer 
uennncss drove them out into the turbid current of the 
“Ilighuay,” there to seek speedily some of the dirty 
haimts where the “ runner ” and the prostitute awaited 
them 

But I have wandered far from the Bay of Islands 
vhile thus chattering of the difficulties that beset the 
path of rational enjoyment for the sailor ashore 
Betuming to that happy day, I remember vividly 
how, just after we got clear of the town, we were 
turning down a lane between hedgerows wonderfully 
like one of our o\vn country roads, when something — 
I could not teU what — gripped my heart and sent a 
lump into my throat Tears spiang rmbidden to my 
eyes, and I ti’embled from head to foot mth emotion 
Whatever could it be? Beuddei-ed tor the moment, 

I looked around, and saw a hedge laden with white 
hawthorn blossom, the sweet English “may” Every 
Londoner knows how strongly that beautiful scent 
appeals to him, even when wafted from draggled 
branches borne slumwards by tramping urchms who 
have been far afield despoiling the trees of their 
lovely blossoms, careless of the damage they have 
been domg But to me, who had not seen a bit for 
years, the flood of feehng, undammed by that odorous 
breath, was overwhelming I could hardly tear myself 
away from the spot, and, when at last I did, found 
myself contmually turning to try and catch another 
whifi’ of one of the most beautiful scents m the world 

Presently we came to a cottage flooded from ground 
to roof-ndge vuth blossoms of scarlet geramum There 
must have been thousands of them, all borne by one 
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room on fhe other Gkid forbid that I should even 
appear to sneer at missions to seamen, nothing is 
farther from my mtention, but I do feel that sailors 
need a little healthy human interest to be taken m 
providmg some pleasure for them, and that there are 
unorthodox irays of " missioning ” which are well worth 
a trial 

I once took a party (while I was an A B ) from 
Wells-street Home to the South Kensmgton Museum 
There were six of them — a Frenchman, a Dane, a 
Eussian Finn, two Englishmen, and an Irishman 
Though contmuaUy sailing from London for years, 
this was the first occasion they had ever been west of 
Aldgate The only mistake I made was m going too 
deep at one step The journey from Shadwell to 
South Kensington, under the guidance of one famihar, 
through the hardest personal expenences, with every 
corner of the vast network, was quite enough for one 
day So that by the time we entered the Museum 
they were surfeited temporarily ivith sight-seemg, and 
not able to take in the wonders of the mighty 
place Seeing this, I did not persist, but, after some 
rest and refreshment, led them across the road among 
the naval models Ah! it was a rare treat to see 
them there. For if there is one thing more than another 
which interests a sador, it is a well-made model of 
a ship Sailors are model-makers almost by natme, 
turning out with the most meagre outfit of tools some 
wonderfully-finished replicas of the vessels in which 
they have sailed And the collection of naval models 
at South Kensington is, I suppose, unsurpassed in the 
world for the number and fimah of the miniature vessels 
there shown. 

Our day was a great success, never to be forgotten 
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by those poor fellows, whose only recreation previously 
had been to stroll hstlessly up and down the gloomy, 
stone -flagged hall of the great barracks until sheer 
weaiiness drove them out into the tuibid current of the 
“Highway,” there to seek speedily some of the dirty 
haunts where the “ runner ” and the prostitute awaited 
them. 

But I have wandered far from the Bay of Islands 
while thus chattering of the difficulties that beset the 
path of rational enjoyment for the sailor ashore 
lletuming to that happy day, I remember vividly 
how, just after we got cleai of the town, we were 
turning doivn a lane between hedgerows wonderfully 
like one of our oivn country roads, when something — 
I could not tell what — gripped my heart and sent a 
lump into my throat Tears sprang unbidden to my 
eyes, and I trembled fiom head to foot ■with emotion 
Whatever could it be? Beuildered for the moment, 
I looked around, and saw a hedge laden -with white 
hawthorn blossom, the sweet English “may” Every 
Londoner knows how strongly that beautiful scent 
appeals to him, even when wafted from draggled 
branches borne slumwards by tramping urchms who 
have been far afield despoiling the trees of their 
lovely blossoms, careless of the damage they have 
been domg But to me, who had not seen a bit for 
years, the flood of feeling, undammed by that odorous 
breath, was overwhelming I could hardly tear myself 
away from the spot, and, when at last I did, found 
myself continually turning to try and catch another 
whiff of one of the most beautiful scents in the world. 

Presently we came to a cottage flooded from ground 
to roof-ndge ■with blossoms of scarlet geramum There 
must have been thousands of them, all borne by one 
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Imge stem ■wlucli was rooted by the door of the house. 
A little in front of it grew a fuchsia, twelve or fourteen 
feet high, with wide-spxeading branches, likewise loaded 
with handsome blooms , while the ground beneath was 
carpeted with the flowers shaken from their places by 
the rude wind 

So, through scenes of loveliness that appealed even 
to the dusky Kanakas, we trudged gaily along, oraviiig 
pretty well fagged at our destination — a great glade of 
tenderest green, surrounded by magnificent trees on 
thiee sides , the fourth opening on to a dazzhng white 
beach slopmg gently down to the sea. Looking sea- 
ward, amidst the dancing, spaikluig wavelets, rose 
numerous tree-clothed islets, makmg a perfectly beauti- 
ful seascape On either side of the stretch of beach 
fantastic masses of rock lay about, as if scattered by 
some tremendous explosion "Where the sea reached 
them, they were covered with untold myriads of oysters, 
ready to be eaten and of dehcious flavour 

"What need to say more? With oystei-feedmg, 
fishmg, bathmg, tree-climbing, tea-making, song-smgmg, 
the hours fled with pitiless haste, so that, before we had 
half emptied the bnmming cup of joys proflered us, the 
slantmg rays of the settmg sun warned us to return 
lest we should get “bushed” m the dark "We came on 
hoard rejoicmg, laden with spoils of flowers and fish, 
with two-thirds of our money stdl in our pockets, and 
full of happy memories of one of the most delightful 
days m our whole hves 

A long night’s sound sleep was rudely bioken into 
m the moinmg by the cry of “ Man the wmdlass ” 
Having got all we wanted, we were bound away to 
fimsh, if luck were inth us, the lading of our good ship 

im the teemmg waters of the Solander grounds I 
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Knon Jlie slvippcr’s hopes were foi he iievci tiied 
of tcllinj: how, NS hen m comninnd of a nen ship, he 
once fished the nnIioIo ot his cargo— si\ thousand barrels 
of sponn od — from the neighbourhood to nhich ne weio 
now hound Kc nlnn}s admitted, though, that the 
ueather he e\pencncod was unprecedented Still, 
nothing could shake his belief in the wonderful num- 
h\st< of '^pt'nn nn hales to be found on the south coasts 
of New Zealand, which faith Nvas well warranted, since 
he bad there nnpu from Ibo waves, not only the value of 
his new' ship, but a handsome profit in addition, all in 
one reason 

Hearing this kind of thing o\ery day made mo feel 
quite Imngiy' to reach the battle-field , but, for reasons 
Nvhich doubtless Nvero excellent, although I cannot pre- 
tend to exjiliun them, wo started noi-tli about, winch not 
onl} added nearly one hundiod miles to the distance wo 
had to go, butimolvcd us in a gale which effectually 
stopped onr progress for a Nveck It was our first taste 
of tbo gentle zephyrs w Inch waft their sweetness over 
Ncnv Zealand, after SNveeping ovei the vast, bleak, 
iceberg-studded expanse of the Antarctic Ocean Our 
])oor Kanakas were tembly fngbtencd, foi the Nveatlier 
of tbcir experience, except on the rare occasions when 
they are Msited by the deNOStating Immcano, is always 
fine, steady, and warm For the first time in their lives 
they suNV had, and their wonder Nvas too great for words 
lJut the cold was very trymg, not only to them, but to 
us, N\ bo had been so long in the tropics that our blood 
w as almost turned to water The change was nearly as 
abrupt as that so often experienced by our seamen, who 
at tho rate of sixteen knots an hour plunge from n 
temperature of eighty degrees to one of thirty degrees 
in about three days 
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■WGj ■snth the ready adaptability of seamen, soon got 
accustomed to the bleak, bitter -sveather, but the Kanakas 
united like hothouse plants under its influence They 
^\ere well fed and weE clothed, yet they seemed to 
shrivel up, lookmg thinner every day, several of them 
gettmg deep coughs strongly suggestive of a cemetery 
It was no easy task to get them to work, or even move, 
never a one of them lumbering aloft but I expected 
him to come down by the run This was by no 
means cheermg, when it was remembered what kmd 
of a campaign lay before us Captain Count seemed 
to be qmte eas} in his mmd, however, and as we had 
implicit confidence m his wisdom and judgment, we 
were somewhat reassured 

The gale at last blew itself out, the wind veenng to 
the northward again, with beautiful, sprmg-like weather, 
just cool enough to be pleasant, and, withal, favourable 
for gettmg to om: destmation We soon made the land 
agam about Kew Plymouth, joggmg along near enough 
to the coast to admue the splendid rugged scenery of 
the Bntam of the south. All hands were kept busily 
employed prepanng for stormy weather — reeving new 
running-gear, bendmg the strongest suit of sails, and 
lookmg V ell to all the whalmg gear 

In this active exercise of real sailor-work, the tmie, 
though long for an ordmary passage, passed quickly 
and pleasantly away, so that when we hauled round 
the massive promontory guardmg the western entrance 
to Poveaux Straits, we were almost surprised to find 
ourselves there so soon. 

This, then, was the famous and dreaded Solander 
whalmg ground Almost m the centre of the wide 
stretch of sea between Preservation Inlet, on the Middle 
Island, and the western end of the South, or Stewart’s 
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I-^lnnd, lose a mn]estic mass of vrave-beatea rock some 
two lliotisaud feet high, like a gnm sentmol guardmg 
the Straits The extent of the fishing grounds was not 
more than n hundred and fifty square miles, and it was 
mrely tliat the \essels ermsed over the whole of it 
The most likelv arca for finding whales was said to he 
well within sight of the Solander Eock itself, butkeepmg 
on the western side of it. 

It was a lovely day when x\e first entered upon our 
cruising giound, a gentle north-east wind blowing, the 
sky a deep, cloudless blue, so that the rugged outhne 
of Stewart’s Island was distinctly seen at its extreme 
distance from us To the eastward the Straits narrowed 
i-apidly, the passage at the other end bemg scarcely five 
miles inde between the well-known harbour of the 
Bluff, the port of Inveicargill, and a long rocky island 
Aihich almost blocked the strait This passage, though 
cutting ofl' a big corner, not only shoiternng the distance 
from the westward considerably, but oftentimes savmg 
outw'ard bounders a great deal of heavj' weather off the 
Snares to the south of Stewait’s Island, is rarely used 
by saihng-ships, except coasters , but steamers regularly 
avail themselves of it, being independent of its con- 
flicting currents and baffling wmds 



CHAPTER XXV 

ON THE SOL.VNDER GEOUNDS 


OuE opertm" day was an auspicious one. We had not 
been within the cruising radius more than four hours 
before tte long-silent cry of “ Blo-o-o-w \ ” resounded 
from the mainmast head It was a lone whale, ap- 
parently of large size, though spouting almost as feebly 
as a calf But that, I was told by the skipper, was 
nothing to go by down hcie He boheved light firmly 
that there were no small whales to be found in these 
waters at all Ho averred that in aU his expenenco 
he had never seen a cow -cachalot anyivhere around 
Stewart’s Island, although, as usual, he did no theorizing 
as to the reason why 

Eagerly we took to the boats and made for our first 
fiLsh, getting alongside of him in less than half an hour 
from our first glimpse of his bushy breath. As the 
irons sank into his blubber, he raised himself a little, 
and exposed a back like a big ship bottom up Yenly, 
the slapper’s words were justified, for we had seen 
nothmg bigger of the whale-kind that voyage His 
manner puzzled us not a little He had not a kick 
m him Complacently, as though only anxious to 
ohhge, he laid quietly while we cleared for action, nor 
did he show any signs of resentment or pain while he 
was hemg lanced with all the vigour we possessed. 
He just took all our assaults with perfect qmetude 
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and cxemplai^'- patience, so tbnt ne could hardly help 
regarding him with great suspicion, suspectmg some 
deep scheme of deviltry hidden hy this abnormally 
sheep-like demeanour But nothing happened In 
the same peaceful way ho died, without the shghtest 
struggle sufficient to raise even an eddy on the almost 
smooth sea 

Leaving the mate by the carcass, we returned on 
hoanl, the skipper hading us immediately on our amval 
to know what was the matter with him Wo, of course, 
did not know, neithci did the question trouble us All 
wc were coucemed about was the magnanimous way m 
which he, so to speak, made us a present of himself, 
giving us no more trouble to secure his treasure than 
as if he had been a lifeless thmg We soon had him 
alongside, findmg, upon rangmg lum by the ship, that 
he IV as over seventy feet long, with a breadth of bulk 
quite in proportion to such a vast length. 

Cuttmg-in commenced at once, for fine weather 
there was by no means to be wasted, bemg of rare 
occurrence and hable at the shortest notice to be 
succeeded by a howling gale Our latest acquisition, 
however, was of such gigantic proportions that the 
decapitation alone bade fair to take us all mght A 
nasty cross swell began to get up, too — a combination 
of north- westerly and south-westerly which, meeting at 
an angle where the Straits began, raised a cimous 
“jobhle,” makmg the vessel beliave m a drunken, nn- 
certam manner. Sadors do not mmd a ship roUmg or 
pitching, any more than a rider minds the motion of 
his horse , but when she does both at once, with no 
approach to rogidanty in her movements, it makes 
them feel angry with her What, then, must our 
feelmgs have been under such trymg conditions, with 
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tliat mountain of matter alongside to -wlncli so mucli 
sheer hard labour had to be done, while the sky was 
getting greasy and the wmd beginning to whine in that 
doleful key which is the certam prelude to a gale ^ 
Everybody worked hke Chinamen on a contract, as 
if there was no such feeling as fatigue Little was said, 
but we all reahzed that unless this job was got over 
before what was brooding burst upon ns, wo should 
certainly lose some portion of our hard-won whole 
Still, our utmost possible was all we could do , and 
when at daj’^hght the head was hauled alongside for 
cutting up, the immmeut possibihty of losing it, though 
grievous to think of, worried nobody, for all had done 
their best The gale had commenced in busmess-hke 
fashion, but the sea nas homble It was almost im- 
possible to keep one’s footing on the stage At tunes 
the whole mass of the head would be sucked down by 
the lee roll of the ship, and go nght under her keel, 
the fluke-chain which held it grinding and straining as 
if it would tear the bows out of her Tlien when she 
rolled back agam the head would rebound to the 
surface right away from the ship, where we could 
not reach it to cut Once or tince it bounced up 
beneath our feet, striking the stage and lifting it with 
its himg load sei eral inches, letting it fall agam with 
a jerk that made us all elmg for dear life to our pre- 
carious perch 

In spite of these capers, we managed to get the 
junk off the head It was a tremendous lift for us , I 
hardly think we had ever raised such a weight before. 
The skipper himself estimated it at fifteen tons, which 
was no small load for the tackles m fine weather, hut 
with the ship tumhhng about m her present fashion, it 
threatened to np the mammast out by the roots — ^not. 
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of course, the dead- weight strain, but when it was 
nearly aboard, her sudden lee wallow sometimes floated 
the whole mass, which the next instant, on the return 
roU, would be tom out of water, with all the force of 
the ship suddenly rolling the other way Eveiy splmter, 
every rope-yam of her groaned again under this savage 
treatment, but so splendid was her construction that 
she never made a drop of water more than just 
sufficient to sweeten the limbers 

It was with great and genuine satisfaction that we 
saw it at last safely lowered on deck and secured 
But when we turned our attention to the case, which, 
still attached to the skull, battered alongside, any 
chance of saving it was at once seen to be hopeless 
Indeed, as the old man said, it was time for us to “ up 
stick” and nm for shelter We had been too fully 
occupied to notice the gradual increase of the wmd, 
but when we did, there was no gainsaying the fact that 
it was blowmg a very stiff breeze {Anghce, a violent 
gale) Fortunately for us, it was from the westward, 
fair for the harbour of Port Wilham, on the Stewart’s 
Island side of the Straits, so that we were free from 
the apprehension of bemg blown out to sea or on a 
jagged lee shore 

While we were thus thmlong during a brief pause 
to take breath, the old packet herself solved our last 
difficulty in emphatic fashion She gave a tremendous 
lee lurch, which would inevitably have destroyed the 
cuttmg stage if we had not hoisted it, driving nght 
over the head, which actually rose to the surface to 
windward, having passed under her bottom The 
weather roll immediately folio wmg was swift and 
sudden From the nature of thmgs, it was evident 
that something must give way this time It did For 
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tbe first and only time m my e\penence, the fluke- 
cham was actually tom through the piece to ■vrhich it 
was fast — two feet of solid gnstle npped asunder 
Away went the head with its £150 to £200 worth of 
pure spermaceti, disappearing from view almost imme- 
diately 

It had no sooner gone than more sail was set, the 
yards were squared, and the vessel kept away up the 
Straits for shelter It was a big improvement, for 
she certainly had begun to make dirty weather of it, 
and no wonder Kov , however, running almost dead 
before the gale, getting mto smoothci water at every 
fathom, she was steady ns a rock, allowing us to pursue 
our greasy avocation m comparative comfort Tlie 
gale vas still mcreasing, although now blowing with 
great fury , but, to our satisfaction, it was dry and not 
too colcL Running before it, too, lessened our appre- 
ciation of its force , besides wluch, we were exceedmgly 
busy clearing away the enormous mass of the lunk, 
which, draining continually, kept the decks running 
with oiL 

We started to run up the Straits at about ten am. 
At tv 0 p m we suddenly looked up from our toil, our 
attention called by a sudden lull in the wmd We had 
lounded Saddle Point, a prommont headland, which 
shut off from us temporarily the luolence of the gale 
Two hours later we found ourselves hauling up into the 
pretty httle harbour of Port WiUiam, where, without 
takmg more than a couple of hands off the work, the 
vessel was rounded-to and anchored with quite as little 
fuss as brmgmg a boat alongside a ship It was the 
perfection of seamanship 

Once mside the bay, a vessel was sheltered from all 
wmds, the land bemg high and the entrance intricate 
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The water was sraoolli as a iniU-pond, though the leaden 
iin‘-':os of cloud tl\ lug o\ eihend and the muffled roar of 
th.* wle told eloquently of the unpleasant state of affairs 
].tt>\aiiing outside Two whale-ships lay here— the 
Ta nrrianc, of New Bedfoi-d, and the Chance, of Bluff 
Harliour I am bound to confess that there was a great 
dinerencc m appearance between the Yankee and the 
coiounl — \ cry much m favoui of the former She w as 
neat, smart, and seaworthy, lookmg as if just launched, 
but the Chance looked like some poor old lehc of a 
begone da'^, whose owneis, imablc to sell her, and too 
poor to keep her in lepair, were just lottmg her go while 
keeping up the insurance, piaying fervently each day 
that ahe might come to gnef, and bring them a little 
profit at last 

But although it is much safei to trust appearances 
in ships than in men, any one who summed up the 
Chance from her generally outworn and poverty-stricken 
looks w ould has e been, as I was, “ way off.” Old she 
was, with an indefinite antiquity, carelessly ngged, and 
adloly unkempt as to hei geai, while outside she did 
not seem to have had a coat of paint for a generation 
She looked what she really was — the sole survivor of 
the once great whabng industry of New Zealand For 
although struggling bay whalmg stations did exist m 
a few sheltered places far away fiom the geneml run 
of traffic, the trade itself might truthfully be said to 
be practically extinct The old Chance alone, like some 
shadow of the past, haunted Foveaux Straits, and made 
a betlei income for her fortunate owners than any of 
the slioivy, swift coasting steamers that rushed con- 
temptuously past her on their eager way 

In many of the precedmg pages I have, though 
possessing all an Englishman’s pride in the prowess 
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of muLe omi people, been, compelled to bear witness to 
the wonderfid smartness and courage shown by the 
American whalemen, to whom their perilous callmg 
seems to have become a second nature And on other 
occasions I have lamented that our own whalers, either 
at home or in the colonies, never seemed to tahe so 
kmdly to the sperm whale fishery as the hardy “ down 
Easters,” who taught them the busmess , earned it 
on with increasing success, in spite of their competition 
and the depredations of the AlabaTna , flounshed long 
after the Enghsh fishery was dead, and even now 
muster a fleet of ships engaged m the same bold and 
hazardous calling Therefoi’e, it is the more pleasant 
to me to be able to chromcle some of the doings of 
Captain Gilroy, familiarly known as "Paddy,” the master 
of the Chance, who was unsurpassed as a whale-fisher or 
a seaman by any Yankee that ever sailed from Martha’s 
Vineyard 

He was a queer little figure of a man — short, tubby, 
■with scanty red hair, and a brogue thick as pea-soup 
Eccentric in most thmgs, he was especially so in his 
dress, which he seemed to select on the prmciple of 
finding the most unfitting things to wear Humour 
credited him "with a numerous half-breed progeny — ' 
certainly he was greatly mixed up with the Maones, 
half his crew bemg made up of his dusky friends and 
relations by mamage Overflo-wing with kmdliness and 
good temper, his ship was a veritable ark of refuge for 
any unfortunate who needed help, which accounted for 
the numerous deserters from Yankee whalers who were 
to be found among ins crew Sucb wbalmg skippers as 
our late commander bated bim "with ferocious intensity , 
and bub for bis Maori and half-breed bodyguard, I have 
■'■ttle doubt he would have long before been killed. 
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Xivuig as he had for many years on that storm-beaten 
coastj he had become, like his Maones, familiar with 
every lock and tree m fog or cleai, by night or day , 
he knew them, one might almost say, as the seal 
knows them, and feared them as httle His men 
adored him They beheved him capable of anythmg 
m the way of whaling, and wonld as soon have thought 
of qnestiomng the reahty of dayhght as the wisdom of 
his decisions 

I went on board the evening of our arrival, hearmg 
some rumours of the domgs of the old Chance and her 
crew, also with the idea that peihaps I might find some 
countrymen among his verj’- mixed crowd The first 
man I spoke to was Whitechapel to the backbone, 
plainly to be spotted as such as if it had been tattooed 
on his forehead Malang myself at home with him, 
I desu-ed to know what brought him so far from the 
“big smoke,” and on board a whaler of all places m 
the world He told me he had been a Pickford’s van- 
dnver, but had emigrated to New Zealand, findmg 
that he did not at all like himself m the new country 
Tiying to pick and choose mstead of manfully choosmg 
a pick and shovel for a beginning, he got hard up 
During one of Captam Gihoy’s visits to the Bluff, he 
came across my ex-drayman, lookmg htmgry and woe- 
begone Invited on board to have a feed, he begged 
to be allowed to remain , nor, although his assistance 
was not needed, was he refused “An nar,” he said, 
his face glowing with conscious pnde, “y’ort ter see 
me m a bloomin’ bowt I ain’t a-gowm’ ter say as 
I km flmg wun 0’ them ’ere bloomm’ ’arpoones like ar 
bowt-steeiers km, but I km do my bit 0’ grawft wiv 
enny on ’em — don’tchu make no bloomm’ herror” 
The glorious mcongruity of the thmg tickled me 
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immeDsely , "but I laughed moi-e heartaly stall 'vrhen on 
going below I was hailed as ""Wot cher, chummy , 
’ow yer hoppm' up ? ” by- another barbarian from the 
wilds of Spitalfields, who, from the secure shelter of 
his cats’-meat round in ’Oxton, had got adrift, and, 
after being severely buffeted by tempestuous ill-fortune, 
had finally found himself in the comfortable old CJiance, 
a haven of rest m the midst of storms There were 
sixteen white men on board the Chance, including the 
skipper, drawn as usual from various European and 
A m en can sources, the rest of her lai'ge crew of over 
forty all told being made up of Maones and half-breeds . 
One common interest muted them, making them the 
joUiest crowd I ever saw — them devotion to them com- 
mander There was here to be found no jealousy of the 
Maones being officers and harpooners, no blade looks 
or discontented murmurmg , all hands seemed particu- 
larly well satisfied with them lot m all its bearings , so 
that, although the old tub was malodorous enough to 
turn even a pretty strong stomach, it was a pleasure to 
visit her cheerful crowd for the sake of then enhvenmg 
society 

Of course, under our present circunistances, vith 
the dSbns of our late enormous catch filling eveiy 
available space and loudly demanding attention, we 
had httle tune to spare for ship visiting Some boat 
or other from the two ships was continually alongside 
of us, though, for until the gale abated they could not 
get out to the grounds again, and time hung heavy on 
them hands The Tamcrlan£s captain avoided Paddy 
as if he were a leper — hated the sight of him, in fact, 
as did most of his confreres; but oim genial skipper, 
whose crew were every whit as well treated and con- 
tented as the Chance’Sj and who therefore needed not 
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to dread losing them, met the little philanthropist on 
the most friendly terms 

The fii-st fine weather, which came four days after 
our arrival, both our harhour mates cleared out. 
Characteristically, the Cfhance was away first, before 
dayhght had quite asserted itself, and while the bases 
of the cliffs and tops of the rocks were as yet hidden 
m dense wreaths of white haze Paddy loUed on the 
taff-rail neai the wheel, which was held by an immense 
half-breed, who leant back and earned on a desultory, 
famihar conversation with his skipper , the rest of the 
crew were scattered about the decks, apparently doing 
what they hked in any manner they chose The 
anchor was bemg catted, sails gomg up, and yards 
being trimmed, but, to observers like us, no gmdmg 
spirit was noticeable It seemed to work all nght, 
and the old ark herself looked as if she was as mtel- 
ligent as any of them , but the sight was not an agree- 
able one to men accustomed to disciphne The contrast 
when the Tamerlane came along an hour or so after 
was emphatic Every man at his post, every order 
carried out with the precision of clockwork , the captain 
pacmg the quarter-deck as if she were a Ime-of-battle 
ship — here the airs put on were almost ludicrous m 
the other direction Although she was only “ a good 
jump " long, as we say, whenever an order was given, 
it was thundered out as if the men were a mile away, 
each officer appearing to vie with the others as to who 
could bellow the loudest That was carrymg thmgs to 
the opposite extreme, and almost equally objectionable 
to merchant seamen 

We were thus left alone to finish our trying-out, 
except for such company as was afforded by the only 
resident's little schooner, m which he went oyster- 



328 THE CRUISE OF THE ‘^CACHJLOT” 

dredging It ^v-as exceedingly comfortable in the 
small harbour, and the fislnng something to remember 
aU one’s life That part of Hew Zealand is famous for 
a fish sometlnng like a bream, but with a longer snout, 
and stnped longitudinally with black and yellow. I 
am Ignorant of any polysyllabic prefix for it, only 
knowing it by its tnnol and local appellation of the 
“ trumpeter,” from the peculiar sound it makes when 
out of natei But no other fish out of the innumerable 
1 aneties which I have sampled m all parts of the world 
could compare with the trumpeter foi flavour and 
delicacy These quahties are well known to the m- 
habitants of the large towns, who inllingly pay lugh 
prices for the scant} supply of these dehcious fish 
which they are able to obtain Of other succulent 
fish there was a great vanety, from the majestic 
“ grouper,” running up to over a hundredweight, down 
to the famihai flounder Yery little fishing could be 
done at mght Just as day was dawnmg was the ideal 
time for this enticing sport As soon as tbe first few 
streaks of dehcate light enlivened the dull horizon, a 
stray nibble or two gladdened the patient fishermen , 
then as the hght strengthened the fun became general, 
and in about an hour enough fish would be caught to 
provide all hands with for the day 

One mornmg, when a stark calm left the surface of 
the hay as smooth as a mirror, I was watching a few 
stealthily-ghdmg barracouta sneakmg about over the 
plainly visible bottom, though at a depth of seven or 
eight fathoms Ordmanly, these fish must be taken 
with a live bait , but, remembering my experience with 
the dolphm, I determmed to try a carefully arranged 
strip of fish from one mcently caught. In precisely 
the same way as the dolphm, these long, snaky rascals 
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carefully tested the bait, lying still for sometimes as 
long as two minutes with the bait m their mouths, 
ready to drop it out on the first intimation that it was 
not a detached morsel After these penods of waiting 
the artful creature would turn to go, and a sudden 
jerk of the line then reminded him that he was no 
longer a free agent, but mounting at headlong speed 
to a strange bourne whence he never returned to tell 
the tale My catch that lovely morning scaled over a 
hundredweight m less than an hour, none of the fish 
bemg less than ten pounds in weight 

The Maones have quite an original way of catchmg 
barracouta They prepare a piece of “ nmu ” (red pme) 
about three mches long, by an mch broad, and a quarter 
of an inch fhick Through one end of this they dnve 
an inch nail bent upwards, and filed to a sharp pomt 
The other end is fastened to about a fathom of stout 
fishmg-lme, which is m turn secured to the end of a 
five-foot pole. Seated m a boat with sail set, they slip 
along until a school of barracouta is happened upon 
Then the peak of the sail is dropped, so as to deaden 
the boat’s way, while the fishermen ply their poles with 
a sidelong sweep that threshes the bit of s hin ing red 
through the water, making it irresistibly attractive to 
a struggling horde of ravenous fish One by one, as 
swiftly as the rod can be wielded, the lithe forms drop 
off the barbless hook into the boat, tdl the vigorous 
arm can no longer respond to the will of the fisherman, 
or the vessel will hold no more 

Such were the goodly proportions of this first 
Solander whale of ours that, m spite of the serious 
loss of the case, we made thirteen and a half tuns 
of oiL When the fifteen huge casks contaimng it were 
stowed m their final positions, they made an imposing 
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Eho'B', mspuing till of us with lusious of soon being 
homeward bound Por the present we were, perforce^ 
idle, for the wind had set in to blow steadily and 
strongly nght up the Straits, preventing any attempts 
to get out while it lasted The time did not hang 
heavy on our hands, for the surrounding coxmtiy 
offered many attractions, which we were allowed to 
take full advantage of. Spearing eels and flounders 
at night by means of a cresset hung out over the boat’s 
bow, as she was slowly sculled up the long, shallow 
creeks, was a favourite form of amusement Jfr Cross, 
the resident, kmdly allowed us to raid Ins garden, 
where the npo fruit vas rotting by the bushel for 
want of consumers We needed no pressing ; for fnut, 
since we left Vau Van, of any kmd had not come in our 
way , besides, these were " homey ” — currants, goose- 
berries, strawbemes — dehghtful to see, smell, and taste 
So It came to pass that we had a lugh old time, unmarred 
by a smgle regrettable incident, until, after an enforced 
detention of twenty days, we were able to get to sea again 
Halfway down the Straits we sighted the Chaivce, all 
hands nppmg the blubber olT a sizeable whale in the 
same “ anyhow ” fashion as tliey handled their ship 
They were in high glee, giving us a rousing cheer as 
we passed them on our westward course Amving on 
the giound, we found a goodly company of fine ships, 
which I could not help thmkmg too many for so small 
an area During our absence, the Tamerlane had been 
joined by the Ehza Adam^, the Matilda Sayei', the 
Coral, and the JRainboia , and it was evident that no 
whale ventnrmg withm the radius of the Solander i2 
the daytime would stand much chance of escapmg such 
a battery of eager eyes Only three days elapsed after 
our arrival when whales were seen, Por the first time, 
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I rcali7cd how mimerous those gigantic denizens of the 
sea really arc. As far as the ej'e could reach, extending 
all round one half of the horizon, the sea appeared to 
be alne inth spouts— all sperm hales, all bulls of 
great size The value of this incredible school must 
have been incalculable Subsequent expenenco satisfied 
me that such a sight was by no means uncommon here , 
in fact, “ lone whales ” or small “ pods ” were quite the 
exception 

'Well, we all " waded in,” getting, some two, some 
one whale apiece, according to the ability of the 
crevs or the fortune of war Only one fell to our 
lot m the Cochalot, but it was just ns well We had 
hardly got him fast by the fluke alongside when it 
began to pipe up from the north-east In less than 
one watch the sea was fairly smoking with the fierce- 
ness of the wind We were unable to get m anywhere, 
being, with a whale alongside, about as handy as a 
barge loaded with a haystack , wlule those unfortunate 
beggars that had two whales fast to them were utterly 
helpless as far ns independent locomotion went, unless 
they could run dead before the wmd Every ship 
made all snug aloft, and hoisted the boats to the top 
notch of the cranes, fully anticipatmg a long, hard 
struggle with the elements before they got back to the 
cruising ground again Cuttmg-m was out of the 
question m such weather , the only thmg possible was 
to hope for a shift of wind before she got too far out, or 
a break in the weather Neither of these events was 
probable, as all frequenters of South New Zealand 
•know, bad weather having there an unhappy knack of 
being as persistent as fine weather is bnef 

Night drew on as our forlorn and heavily handi- 
capped little fleet bore steadily seaward with their 
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burdens, tbe angry, ever-mcreasmg sea battering at ns 
vengefully, while the huge carcasses alongside tore and 
strained at then fastenings as if they would rend the 
ships asunder Slowly our companions faded finn) 
sight as the murky sky shut down onus, until in lonely 
helplessness we drifted on our weary way out into the 
vast, inhospitable Southern Ocean Throughout the 
dark and stormy night our brave old ship held on her 
unwiUmg way right gallantly, making no water, m 
spite of the fearful strain to which she was subjected, 
nor taking any heavy sea over all Morning broke 
cheeilessiy enough No abatement in the gale or 
change m its direction , indeed, it looked like lastmg 
a month Only one ship was visible far to leeward of 
us, and she was hull doivn Our whale was beginning 
to swell rapidly, already floating at least three feet 
above the surface instead of just awash, as when newly 
killed The skipper eyed it gloomily, seeing the near 
prospect of its entire loss, but he said nothing In 
fact, very httle was said , but the stones we had heard 
m the Bay of Islands came back to us with significant 
force now that their justification was so apparent. 

Hour after hour went by without any change what- 
ever, except in the whale, which, like some gradually 
filling balloon, rose higher and higher, till at rnghtfaU 
Its bulk was appaihng All through the night those on 
deck did little else but stare at its mcreasmg size, which 
when mommg dawned again, was so great that the 
animal’s bilge rode level with the ship’s rail, while in 
her lee rolls it towered above the deck like a mountain 
The final scene with it was now a c[uestion of minutes 
only, so most of ns, fascinated by the strange spectacle, 
watched and waited. Suddenly, with a roar like the 
buistmg of a dam, the pent-np gases tore their funons 
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^\^\ out of cflixa?«, Inirhng the entrails in 

tm** hv*mMo onl nigh^nuiit uiilespirnd o\er the sea. It 
\\.T5 well for ii'‘ ihit It was lo leeward and a strong 
ga>e ho.\hnt;; fur eM'u then the unutterable fretor 
rvTi’Ui;h; ils i-os oiums way back tlimuph that fierce, 
punj blast, jv^rmeating ovir) nouk of the ship ivith its 
filtli} %apaur tiU lh> ^tout''st smmach there protested 
in nnnU'^tak'ibh' tuiiri’' ntrtin’’i such mIo treatruenL 
Knowing W veil tl*v the blubK,i was now' worthless, 
the slvipjHT gave ordt.rs to cut the torrupt mass adrift 
Tin*' w IS pjv'-''\h5\ t nheted bv a bw'strt'kcs of a spado 
ihrongli the sninlL Aw ly w* nt eight hundred pound-) 
worth of oil — ^ai.o’her r lenfico to the exigencies of the 
trulander, 'ncli as had g^'iind for it .so e\il a reputation 
Jhmbtk'si’ "imil'u oxjH.rience liid )>cfallen all the 
otbvi ship , "0 that the nygregalo lo-s must haic run 
into thousands of jKuinds, eaorv j>_*nn) of which might 
have been raacd had steam K'l n aiailahle 

Tliat gale lasted, with a few ‘•horl lulK, foi fiie dajs 
longer, Wien nt In';! it took off and was cuccecdtd by 
fine weithcr, wo win.* po far to the “louthward that we 
might have fetclicd the Aueklands m another twentj- 
fonr houri But, to our great relief, a strong southcrl} 
brcerc s* t lu, before which, under c\cr} rag of canvas, 


wc sped nortli again. 

Steady and reliable a.s oxer, that good south wand 
carried ns h ick to our old cnnsing ground ere it blew 
Itself out, and w c resmnetl onr usual tactics as if nothing 
had hai)pencd, laung none the wor'-e ns rcgnrds equip- 
ment for our ad\cuture‘= Not so fortunate our com- 
janions, who nt the same time ns ouisches were thrust 
out into the vast Southern Ocean, helplessly burdenc 
and exposed defenceless to all the ferocity of t a^ 
devouring gale Two of them were here prowling 

M 
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burdens, tbe angry, ever-increasing sea battering at ns 
Tengefuiiy, 'wliile the bugs carcasses alongside tore and 
strained at then fastenings as if they would rend the 
ships asunder Slowly oni companions faded from 
Eight as the murky sky shut down on us, until in lonely 
helplessness we drifted on onr weary way out into the 
vast, inhospitable Southern Ocean. Throughout the 
dark and stormy night our brave old ship held on her 
unwilling way right gallantly, making no water, m 
spite of the fearful strain to which she was subjected, 
nor takmg any heavy sea over all Moming broke 
cheerlessly enough Ifo abatement in the gale oi 
change in its direction, indeed, it looked like lasting 
a month Only one ship was visible far to leeward of 
us, and she was hull down Our whale was beginning 
to swell rapidly, already floating at least three feet 
above the surface instead of just awash, as when newly 
killed The skipper eyed it gloomily, seeing the near 
prospect of its entire loss, but be said nothing In 
fact, very httle was said , but the stones we had heard 
m the Bay of Islands came hack to ns with significant 
force now that their justification was so apparent 
Hour after hour went by without any change what- 
ever, except m the whale, which, hke some gradually 
filling balloon, rose higher and higher, till at nightfall 
Its bulk was appalling AH through the night those on 
deck did little else hut stare at its mcreasing size, which 
when moming dawned agam, was so great that the 
animal’s bilge rode level with tbe ship’s rail, while in 
her lee rolls it towered above the deck like a mountain. 
The final scene with it was now a q^nestion of minutes 
only, BO most of us, fascinated by the strange spectacle, 
watched and waited. Suddenly, uuth a roar like the 
bnrstmg of a dam, the pent-up gases tore their furious 
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'♦rftVi'Jil of vlu* cnrca^'^, hurling the entrails in 

me liomhle <n{ nijikuiivnt \Mtlecj>iva(l o\cr ihc •^ca. It 
^sell for 11 '^ thai it -was ro leeuaril and a strong 
gilo houling; for evt'n then the nmittcrahle foctor 
wrmght us jhusouoUs wm had: thrrmgh that fierce, 
hum hi -1*1 jKnio'ating c\«‘rv nook of the ship \nth its 
tiUh\ \ap>ur til) the i-toute-t 'loniiuh there protested 
in immHiikahh' tfnns ntruii'-t sudi vile trcatnicnt 
Knormg udi tint the hluhh i Mas now Morlhless, 
th '■I'ipper gue onlors tom; the rorrupt mass adrift 
Tins M-q pp‘ iwhii. etfoetid hv a h m strokes of a spade 
thrr>righ the snnll Am ay m. nt tight hundred pounds’ 
Morth of oil—another r o riilce to the tjcigencies of the 
^ola^ldtr. *'ud» as had g''in* d for it so evil a ixpntalion 

l)ouhtle5s u similar o\}f n'.nce had Inifallen all the 
other diip', s(, tptit the aggregate Iocs must have iim 
into IhousaiuLs of }>ounds, fi\(.r\ jHUiiiy of which might 
base hem ra^ed Imd sttam heon a\.iilahle 

Tliat gale hnted, Mjth u feu short lulls for fne dajs 
longer 'Wdicu nt hu-t it took ofl* and mas succeeded by 
fine Meathtr, v.t Mere so far to the •^ontlnvard that mc 
might ha^ofdehod the Aucklnnus in another twent}- 
foui hours But, to our great rdief, a strong southerly 
hreeze set in, before Mhich, under ever} mg of cnnias. 
Me sped north again. 

f'tcady and reliahlo ac c\er, that good south innd 
curried us hick to our old cniistng ground ere it bloM'' 
itself out, and mc resumed our iieual tactics ns if nothing 
had happened, lx.iiig none the moisc as regards equip- 
ment for our adventure*! ITot so fortunate our com- 
panions, mIjo at the same time us ourselves Mere tlirust 
out into the vast Southern Ocean, helplessly burdened 
and exposed defenceless to nil the ferocity of that 
devounng gale. Two of them were hero prowling 
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about, showing evident signs of their conflict in the 
battered stale of their hulls The glanng whiteness of 
new plardcing in nianj places along tlio bulwarks told 
an eloquent story of seas bursting on Iward earning all 
before them, while empty cranes testified to the lo^s of 
a boat in botli of them As ''oon ns we came near 
enough, “gamming" commenced, for all of us were 
anxious to know how oacli other had fared. 

As wo anticipated, every wlialo was lost that had 
been caught that dav The disappointment was m 
nowise lessened by the knowledge that, v\itb las usual 
good fortune, Captain GiUoy had not onlj cscai^ed all 
the bad weather, but while wo v\oro being threshed 
witlun an inch of our lives down in tho bitter south, he 
was calmly trjing-out his vihalo (which wo had seen 
lum with on our outward joume>) in the sheltored 
hav'cu of Port William Slanj and deep viero tho 
curses bestowed upon him by the infunalod crews of 
those two ships, although he had certaml} doue them 
no harm But the sight of other people’s good fortune 
IS gall and wormwood to a vast number of people, 
who seem to take it ns a personal onjurj’ done to 
themselves 

Only two days elapsed, however, before wo again 
saw an immense school of sperm w hales, and each ship 
succeeded in secunng one Wc made no attempt to 
get more this time, nor do I think either of tho others 
did , at any rate, one each was the result of the day’s 
work They were, as usual, of huge size and apparently 
V ery fat. At the time we secured our fish nlongsidej 
a fresh north-westerly wind v\ as blowing, tho weather 
being clear and beautiful os heart could wisk But 
instead of commencing at once to cut-in. Captain Count 
gave orders to pile on all sail and keep her away up tho 
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Straits Ho irns ondontly determined to take no more 
chances, but, whenever opportunity offered, to follow 
the example set by the aval}'' old skipper of the Chance. 
The other slujis both started to cut-in at once, tempted, 
doubtless, by the settled appearance of the weather, 
and also perliaps from their hardly concealed dislike 
of going into port- Wo bowled along at a fine rate, 
towing our prize, that plunged and rolled by our side 
in eccentric 8t}lo, almost as if still ahve Along about 
midnight we reached Saddle Pomt, where there was 
some shelter from the sea which rolled up the wide 
open strait, and tliere we anchored 

Len\mg me and a couple of Kanakas on watch, the 
captain, and all hands besides, went below for a httle 
sleej) !My instructions were to caU the captain if the 
weather got at all ugly-lookmg, so that we might run 
in to Port William at once, but he did not \vxsh to do 
so if our present position proved sufficiently sheltered 
He hud not boon below an hour before there was a 
change foi the worse. That greasj’-, filmy haze was 
again drawn o\er the clear blue of the sky, and the 
light scud began to fly overhead at an alarmingly 
rapid rate So at four bolls I called him again He 
came on deck at once, and after one look round 
ordered the hands up to man the windlass By 
eight bells (four am.) we were rounding the frownmg 
rocks at the entrance of Port William, and threading 
our way between the closely-set, kelp-hidden dangers 
as if it were broadest, clearest daylight At 4 30 we 
let go the anchor agam, and all hands, except the 
regulai "anchor-watch,” bolted below to their bunks 
again like so many rabbits 

It was veiy comfortable, cuttmg-m a sperm whale 
m harbour, after the dire difficulty of performmg the 
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same operation m a seaway And, althongh it may 
seem strange, tins was the first occasion that voyage 
that I had had a really good opportunity of closely 
studymg the whale’s anatomy Conseq^uently the 
work was exceedingly interesting, and, in spite of 
the labour mvolved, I was almost sorry when the 
job was done Under the present favourable circum- 
stances we were ready to cut the carcass adnft shortly 
after midday, the head, of course, having been taken off 
first Just after we started to cut-in a boat appeared 
alongside with six Maories and half-breeds on board 
Them leader came up and civilly asked the skipper 
whether he intended domg anything with the carcass 
Upon bemg promptly answered in the negative, he 
said that he and his companions proposed hooking 
on to the great mass when we cut it adnft, towing 
it ashore, and gettmg out of it what oil we had 
been unable to extract, which at sea is always lost 
to the ship He also suggested that he would be 
prepared to take reasonable terms for such oil, which 
we should be able to mingle with ours to our advantage 
An arrangement was speedily amved at to give him 
£20 per tun for whatever oil he made They parted 
on the best of terms with each other, and as soon os 
we cut the carcass loose the Maones made fast to it, 
speedily beachmg it in a convenient spot near where 
they had previously erected a most pnmitive try- works. 
That afternoon, after the head was inboard, the 
skipper thought he would go ashore and see how they 
were getting on I was so fortunate as to be able to 
accompany him When we anived at the spot, we 
found them workmg as I have never seen men work, 
“^^cept perhaps the small riggers that at home take a 
^three or four of them — to bend or unbend a big 
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enils foi a lunij) ‘;iun to be paid ■when tbe •\^olk is 
done The> ntlicked the carcass furiously, as if they 
liad a personal enmity against it, chopping through the 
ina'^-nc bones and rending ofi' huge lumps of the flesh 
vith ninr\ellous speed The> had already laid open the 
on<irmons caMt} of tbe abdomen, and iverc stopping the 
interminable inlcstincs of their nch coating of fat In 
the maw tbeiewere, besides a Ini-go quantity of dismem- 
Ivrcd squid of great sire, a numbei of fish, such ns rock- 
cod, Inmicouln, schnappci, and tbe like, whose presence 
them was a re\ elation to me How in the name of 
a\oudcr so huge and unwieldy a creature as the 
cachalot could manage to catch those nimble members 
of the finny tribe, I could not for tbo life of mo dmnol 
Unle'^s — and after much cogitation it was tbe only 
fcisible c\plnnntion that I could see — ns tbe cachalot 
swims about with bis lower jaw banging down in its 
normal position, and Ins huge gullet gaping like some 
submarine caiern, tbo fish unwittingly ghde down it, 
to find egress impossible This may or may not be 
the case, but I, at any rate, can find no more reason- 
able thcorj , for it is manifestly absurd to suppose tbe 
w^hnlc cajmble of cakhm/j fish in the ordinary sense, 
indicating pursuit 

Every part of the ammal jnelded oil Eien tbe 
bones, broken up into jneces capable of entering tbe 
pot, were lioilcd , and by the time we bad finished 
our trjung-out, the result of the Itlaones’ labour was 
ready foi us Less than a week had sufiiced to yield 
them a net sum of aiy gumeas each, oven at the very 
low into for w Inch they sold us tbo oil Except that 
it was a little darker in colour, a defect that w^ould 
disappear when mixed with our store, there was no 
difference between tbe products that could be readily 
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detected And at the pnce •we paid for it, there was 
a clear profit of cent per cent., even had we kept it 
separate and sold it for what it was. But I suppose 
it was worth the Maones’ while thus to dispose of it 
and quickly realize their hard earnings 

So far, our last excursion had been entirely satis- 
factory We had not suffered any loss or endured any 
hardship, and if only such comfortable proceedings 
were more frequent, the Solander ground would not 
have any terrors for us at least. But one afternoon 
there crept in around the eastern horn of the harbour 
three forlorn and half-dismantled vessels, whose weather- 
worn crews looked ■wistfully at us engaged in clearing 
up decks and puttmg away gear upon the finishing of 
our trying-Qut Poor fellows I they had seen rough 
times smce that unforgettable evening when we parted 
from them at the other end of the island, and watched 
them slowly fade into the night Two of them were so 
badly damaged that no further fishing was possible for 
them until they had undergone a thorough refit, such as 
they could not manage there. One was leaking badly, 
the tremendous stram put upon her hull m the vam 
attempt to hold on to the two whales she had during 
the gale havmg racked her almost all to pieces The 
third one was still capable of taking the ground agam, 
■with sundry repairs such as could be effected by her 
crew. But the general feeling among all three crews was 
that there was more loss than gam to be expected here, 
m spite of the multitude of whales ■visitmg the place 
As if to fill up their cup, m came the old Chaiicc 
agam, this time "Uith a whale on each side Captam 
Gilroy was on the house aft, his chubby red face m a 
ruddy glow of delight, and Ins crew exuberant When 
ho passed the American ships, as he was bound to do 
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vcr) closely, tlic sighfc of tbeir scowling faces seemed 
to afford liim llic most exqmsito amusement, and he 
laughed loud and long His crew, on the impulse of 
the moment, sprang to the rail and cheered with might 
and main No one could gainsay that they had good 
reason, but I really feared for a time that we should 
have " ructions ” As Paddy said, it was not wise or 
dignified for those officers to be so angry with him on 
account of his success, which he frankly o%vned was 
duo almost entirely to the local knowledge ho possessed, 
gamed in many years’ study of the immediate neigh- 
bourhood He declared that, as far as the technical 
duties of whale-fishing went, all the Amencans could 
beat luin liollou , but they ought to realize that some- 
thing cl=o was needed hero which no man could hope 
to ha\e unless he were content to remain on the coast 
altogether With uluch words of wisdom our skipper 
cordially agreed, bcanng in mind his own exploits in 
the bygone time around those rugged shores. 

l1ie strong breeze which brought Paddy and his 
whales home died down that mght, enabling us to start 
for the grounds agam — a concession gratefully received, 
for not the least of the hindrances felt there was the 
liabibty to be wind-bound " for a long time, while fine 
weather was prevailing at the fishing grounds 

We made a fine passage down the Straits with a 
leading wind, finding our ts\o late compamons still 
enusmg, havmg managed to get their wliales aboard 
without mishap, and being somewhat inclined to chaff 
our old man for running in He gave a wink full of 
wisdom, as he replied, “ Pm pretty ole whale myself 
naouw, but I guess I am’t too old to leam, ’n writ 
I leam I’m gom’ ter use See ? ” Of course the fine 
weather did not last long — it never does , and seeing 
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the gloomy masses of violet-edged cumuli piling up on 
the southern horizon, "we hugged the Solander Eock 
Itself pretty close, nor ventured far to seawarcL Our 
two consorts, on the contrary, kept well out and on the 
nortliem veige, as if they intended the nest gale that 
blew to get north, they could The old man’s object 
in thus keepmg in was solely m order that he might be 
able to run for shelter , but, much to his delight and 
certainly surprise, as we passed about a mile to the south- 
ward of the lonely, towermg crags of the great rock, there 
came from aloft the welcome cry of “ Sperm whale 1 ” 
There was only one, and he was uncomfortably near 
the rock , but such a splendid chance was not to be 
missed, if oui previous timning was of any avail There 
was some speculation as to what he could be domg so 
close inshore, contrary to the habit of this animal, who 
seems to be only comfortable when m deep waters, 
but except a suggestion that perhaps he had come in 
to scrape off an extra accumulation of barnacles, nobody 
could arrive at any defimte conclusion When we reached 
him, we found a fnghtful bhnd swell roUmg, and it 
needed all our seamanship to handle the boats so that 
they should not be capsized fortunately, the huge 
rollers did not break, or we should hardly have got back 
safely, whale or no whale. 

Two irons were planted m him, of which he took 
not the shghtest notice We had taken in sail before 
closmg lu to him on account of the swell, so that we 
had only to go m and finish him at once, if he would 
let us Accordmgly, we went in with a will, but for 
all sign of life he showed he might as well have been 
stuffed There he lay, lazily spouting, the blood pounng, 
or rather spirting, from lus numerous wounds, allowmg 
U3 to add to their number at our pleasure, and never 
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moving his vast body, which was gently swayed by the 
rollmg sea. Seemg him thus q^uiescent, the mate sent 
the other two boats back to the ship with the good 
news, which the captain received with a grave smile of 
content, proceedmg at once to bring the ship as near 
as might be consistent with her safety We were now 
thoroughly sheltered from sight of the other ships by 
the enormous mass of the island, so that they had no 
idea of our proceedings 

Findmg that it was not wise to take the ship m 
any closer, while we were yet some distance from our 
prize, a boat was sent to Mr Cruce with the mstructions 
that he was to run his line from the whale back to the 
ship, if the creature was dead He (the mate) rephed 
that the whale died as qmetly as he had taken his 
wounds, and immediately started for the ship When 
he had paid out all his hue, another boat bent on, until 
we got the end on board Then we merrily walked him 
up alongside, while sufficient sail was kept drawmg to 
prevent her being set in any nearer When he was 
fast, we crowded on all canvas to get away , for although 
the sea was deep close up to the cliff, that swell was a 
very ugly feature, and one which has been responsible 
for the loss of a great number of ships in such places 
all over the world Notwithstanding all our efforts, 
we did get so near that every detail of the rock was 
clearly visible to the naked eye, and we had some 
anxious mmutes while the old ship, rollmg tremen- 
dously, crawled mch after inch along the awful side of 
that sea-encircled pyramid 

At one pomt there was qmte a cave, the floor of 
which would be some twenty feet above high-water 
mark, and its roof about the same distance higher It 

appeared to penetrate some distance into the bowels 

M 2 
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of the moiiDtam, and ms mde and roomy Sea-hirds 
in great numbers hovered around its entrance, fi nding 
it, no doubt, an ideal neatmg-place It appeared qmte 
maccesBible, for even mth a perfect calm the svrell 
dashed against the perpendicular face of the cliff beneath 
vnth a force that vrohld have mstantly destroyed any 
vessel unfortunate enough to get within its influence 

Slowly, slowly we foiged past the danger , but the 
moment we opened out the extremity of the island, a 
fresh breeze, like a saving hand, swept across the bows, 
fillin g the head-sails and swinging the old vessel away 
from the island in grand style Another minute, and 
the other saris filled also We were safe, all hands 
breathing freely once more. 

Now the wmd hung far round to the eastward — ^far 
enough to frustrate any design we might have had of 
gomg up the Straits agam The old man, however, was 
too deeply impressed with the paramount necessity of 
shelter to bghtly give up the idea of getting in some- 
where , so he pointed her for Preservation Inlet, which 
was only some thirty miles under her lee We crowded 
all sail upon her in the endeavour to get m before night- 
fall, this unusual proceeding brmgmg our two friends 
up from to leeward with a run to see what we were 
after Burdened as we were, they sailed nearly two 
knots to our one, and consequently mtercepted us 
some while before we neared our port. Great was their 
surprise to find we had a whale, and very anxions their 
queries as to where the rest of the school had gone. 
Eeassured that they had lost nothing by not bemg 
nearer, it bemg a "lone” whale, off they went again 
With all our efforts, evening was fast closmg m when 
we entered the majestic portals of Preservation Inlet, and 
withdeepest mterestupon its heavily woodedshores . 


CHAPTER XXVI 

paddy’s latest exploit 

New Zealand is pre-eminently a country of grand 
harbours , but I think those that are least used easily 
bear the palm for grandeur of scenery and facility of 
access The ■wonderful harbour, or rather senes of 
harbours, into which we were now entering for the 
first time, greatly resembled in appearance a Norwegian 
fjord, not only m the character of its scenery, but from 
the interesting, if disconcerting, fact that the cliffe were 
so steep-to that in some places no anchorage is found 
alongside the very land itself There are, however, 
many places where the best possible anchorage can be 
obtained, so securely sheltered that a howling south- 
wester may be tearmg the sea up by the roots outside, 
and you •will know nothing of it withm, except what 
may be surmised from the motion of the clouds over- 
head It was an ideal place for a whalmg station, 
bemg right on the Solander. 

We found it exceedmgly convenient, and much 
nearer than Port William, but, from the prevailing 
wmds, difficult of access m nine cases out of ten, 
especially when hampered "With a whale. Upon cut- 
twg-in OUT latest catch, an easy explanation of his 
passive attitude was at once forthco ming He had been 
attacked by some whale-ship, whose irons had drawn, 
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leaving deep traces of their presence , hut during the 
battle he had received seven bombs, all of -which had 
entered around his small, but had not exploded Their 
general effect had been, I should think, to paralyze the 
great muscles of his flukes, rendermg him unable to 
travel , yet this could not have taken place until some 
tone after he had made good his escape from those 
aggressors It -was instructive, as demonstratmg what 
amount of injury these colossi really can survive, and I 
have no doubt that, if he had been loft alone, he would 
have recovered his normal energy, and been as well as 
ever From our pomt of -view, of course, what had 
happened was the best possible thmg, for he came 
almost os a gift — the second capture wo had made on 
those grounds of a like nature 

At the close of our operations the welcome news was 
made public that four more fish like the present one 
would fill us bung-up, and that we should then, after a 
brief visit to the Bluff, start direct for home. This 
announcement, though expected for some tame past, 
ga-ve an amazmg fiUip to everybody’s mterest in the 
work The strange spectacle was witnessed of all hands 
bemg anxious to qmt a snug harbour for the sea, where 
stem, hard wrestling with the elements was the rule 
The captam, well pleased with the eagerness manifested, 
had his boat manned for a tnp to the entrance of the 
harbour, to see what the weather was like outside, since 
it was not possible to judge from where the ship lay 
On his return, he reported the weather rough, but 
moderating, and announced his mtention of weighmg 
at daylight next mommg Satisfied that our days m 
the southern hemisphere were numbered, and aU anxiety 
to pomt her head for home, this news was most pleasmg, 
putting all of us m the best of humours, and provokmg 
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qmte an entertainment of song and dance nntil nearly 
four bells 

During tbe grey of dawn tbe anchor was weighed 
There was no breath of wind from any quarter, so that 
it was necessary to lower boats and tow the old girl out 
to her field of duty. Before she was fairly clear of the 
harbour, though, there came a “ snifter ” from the bills 
that caught her unprepared, making her reel agam, and 
giving us a desperate few minutes to scramble on board 
and hoist our boats up As we drew out from the land, 
we found that a moderate gale was blowmg, but the 
sky was cleai, fathomless blue, the sun rose kmdly, 
a heavenly dream of soft dehcate colour precedmg 
him , so that, m spite of the strong breeze, all looked 
pronusmg for a good campaign. At first no sign could 
be seen of any of the other ships, though we looked 
long and eagerly for them At last we saw them, four 
in all, nearly hull down to seaward, but evidently 
co min g m under press of sail So slow, however, was 
their approach that we had made one “ leg ” across the 
ground and halfway back before they were near enough 
for us to descry the reason of their want of speed 
They had each got a whale alongside, and were carrymg 
every rag of canvas they could spread, m order to get 
m with their prizes. 

Our old acquamtance, the Chance, was there, the 
three others bemg her former competitors, except those 
who were disabled, still lying m Port Wilham Slowly, 
painfully they laboured along, until well withm the 
mouth of the Straits, when, without any wammg, the 
wind which had been bnngmg them m suddenly flew 
round mto the northward, puttmg them at once m a 
most perilous position Too far withm the Straits to 
“ up helm ” and run for it out to sea , not far enough to 
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get anywhere that an anchor might hold , and there to 
leeward, within less than a dozen miles, loomed gnm 
and gloomy one of the most terrific rock-hound coasts 
in the world The shift of wmd had placed the Chance 
farther to leeward than all the rest, a good mile and a 
half nearer the shore , and we could well imagine how 
anxiously her movements were being watched by the 
others, who, in spite of their jealousy of his good luck, 
knew well and appreciated fully Paddy’s marvellous 
seamanship, as well as his unparalleled knowledge of 
the coast 

Havmg no whale to hamper our movements, besides 
bemg well to wmdward of them all, wo wore perfectly 
comfortable as long as we kept to seaward of a certain 
line and the gale was not too fierce, so for the present 
all our attention was concentrated upon the labouring 
ships to leeward. The intervention of the land to 
windward kept the sea from nsmg to the awful height 
it attains xmder the pressure of a westerly, or a south- 
westerly gale, when, gathering momentum over an area 
extending right round the globe, it hurls itself upon 
those rugged shores Still, it was bad enough The 
fact of the gale striking across the regular set of the 
swell and current had the effect of making the sea 
irregular, short, and broken, which state of thmgs is 
considered worse, as far as handling the ship goes, than 
a much heavier, longer, but more regular succession 
of waves 

As the devoted craft drifted helplessly down upon 
that frowning barrier, our excitement grew intense 
Their mabihty to do anything but drift was only too 
Well known by experience to every one of us, nor would 
It be possible for them to escape at all if they persisted 
m holding on much longer But it was easy to see 
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Tvliy they did so WMe Paddy held on so far to 
leeward of them, and conseq_uently in so much more 
immment danger than they were, it would he dero- 
gatory in the highest degree to their reputation for 
seamanship and courage were they to slip and run 
before he did He, howevei, showed no sign of doing 
so, although they all neared, with an accelerated drift, 
that point from whence no seamanship could dehver 
them, and where death inevitable, cruel, awaited them 
without hope of escape The part of the coast upon 
which they were apparently driving was about as 
dangerous and impracticable as any in the world A 
gigantic barraer of black, naked rock, extending for 
several hundred yards, rose sheer from the sea beneath, 
hke the side of an ironclad, up to a height of seven 
or eight hundred feet No outlying spurs of submerged 
fragments broke the immeasurable landward rush of 
the majestic waves towards the frowning face of this 
world-fragment Fresh from their source, mth all the 
impetus accumulated in their tliousand-mile journey, 
they came apparently irresistible Against this per- 
pendicular bamer they hurled themselves with a shock 
that vibrated far inland, and a roar that rose m a domi- 
nating diapason over the continuous thunder of the 
tempest-nven sea High as was the summit of the 
chff, the spray, hurled upwards by the tremendous 
impact, rose lugher, so that the whole front of the 
great rock was veiled in filmy wreaths of foam, hiding 
its sohdity from the seaward view At either end of 
this vast rampart nothing could be seen but a waste of 
breakers seething, hissmg, like the foot of Niagara, and 
effectually concealing the chevatuo de fnsc of rocks 
which produced such a vortex of tormented waters 
Towards this dreadful spot, then, the four vessels 
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were being resistlessly diivenj every moment seemg 
their chances of escape lessening to vanishing-pomt 
Suddenly, as if pamc-stncken, the ship nearest to the 
Chance gave a great sweep round on to the other tack, 
a few fluttering gleams aloft showing that even in that 
storm they were darmg to set some sail What the 
manoeuvre meant we knew very well — they had cut 
adnft from then whale, terrified at last beyond en- 
durance mto the belief that Paddy was gomg to sacrifice 
himself and his crew m the attempt to lure them with 
him to mevitable destruction The other two did not 
hesitate longer The example once set, they immedi- 
ately followed , but it was for some time doubtful m 
the extreme whether their resolve was not taken too 
late to save them from destruction. We watched 
them with breathless mterest, unable for a long time 
to satisfy ourselves that they were out of danger But 
at last we saw them shortening sail again — a sure sign 
that they considered themselves, while the wmd held 
m the same quarter, safe from gomg ashore at any rate, 
although there was still before them the prospect of a 
long struggle with the unrelentmg ferocity of the 
weather down south 

Meanwhile, what of the darmg Irishman and his 
old barrel of a ship ? The fugitives once safe off the 
land, all our mterest centred m the Chance We 
watched her until she drew m so closely to the seethmg 
cauldron of breakers that it was only occasionally we 
could distmguish her outline , and the weather was 
heconung so thick and dirty, the light so bad, that we 
were reluctantly compelled to lose sight of her, although 
the skipper believed that he saw her m the midst of the 
turmoil of broken water at the western end of the 
mighty mass of perpendicular cliff before described. 
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Happily for us, the wind veered to the westward, 
releasing us from the prospect of another enforced visit 
to the wild regions south of the island It blew harder 
than ever , but being now a fair wind up the Straits, 
wo fled before it, anchonng again m Port William 
before midnight Here we were compelled to remain 
for a week , foi after the gale blew itself out, the wind 
stm hung m the same quarter, refusing to allow us to 
get back agam to our cruismg station 

But on the second day of our enforced detention a 
ship poked her jibboom lound the west end of the little 
bay Ho words could describe our condition of spell- 
bound astonishment when she rounded-to, cumbrously 
as befittmg a ship towing a whale, and revealed to us 
the well-remembered outlmes of the old Chance It 
was like welcommg the first-frmts of the resurrection , 
foi vho among sailor men, having seen a vessel dis- 
appear from their sight, as we had, under such terable 
conditions, would ever have expected to see her again ? 
She ivas hardly anchored before our skipper was along- 
side, thirsting to satisfy his unbounded curiosity as to 
the unheard-of means whereby she had escaped such 
apparently inevitable destruction I was fortunate 
enough to accompany him, and hear the story at 
first-hand 

It appeared that none of the white men on board, 
except the redoubtable Paddy him self, had ever been 
placed m so seemmgly hopeless and desperate a position 
before Yet when they saw how calm and free from 
anxiety their commander was, how cool and busmess- 
like the attitude of all their dusky shipmates, their 
confidence in his ability and resourcefulness kept its 
usual high level It must be admitted that the test 
such feelings were then subjected to was of the severest. 
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for to their eyes no possible avenue of escape "was open* 
Along that glaring bne of raging, foaming water not a 
break occurred, not the faintest indication of an opening 
anywhere wherein even so experienced a pilot as Paddy 
might thrust a ship The great black wall of rock 
loomed up by their side, grim and pitiless as doom — a 
very dooi of adamant closed against all hope Nearer 
and nearer they drew, until the roar of the baffled Pacific 
was deafening, maddening, m its overwhelming volume 
of chaotic sound All hands stood motionless, with 
eyes fixed m homble foscmation upon the indescnbahle 
vortex to which they were bemg irresistibly driven. 

At last, just 03 the frmges of the back-beaten 
billows hissed up to greet them, they felt her motion 
ease Instinctively looking aft, they saw the skipper 
coolly wave his hand, signing to them to tiim the 
yards As they hauled on the weather braces, she 
plunged through the maelstrom of bieakers, and 
before they had got the yards nght round they 
were on the other side of that enormous bamer, the 
anchor was dropped, and all was stilL Tlie vessel 
rested, hke a bird on her nest, in a deep, still tarn, 
shut in, to all appearance, on every side by huge 
rock barriers Of the fimous storm but a moment 
before howling and ragmg all around them, nothing 
remamed but an all-pervading, tliunderous hum, 
causing the deck to vibrate beneath them, and high 
overhead the jagged, leaden remnants of twisted, 
tortured cloud whirling past their tmy oblong of 
sky Just a minute’s suspension of all facidties 
but wonder, then, in one spontaneous, heartfelt note 
of genuine admiration, all hands burst into a cheer 

that even overtopped the mighty rumble of the baflled 
sea. 
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Here tliey lay, perfectly secure, and cut in their 
whale as if m dock , then at the first opportunity they 
ran out, -with fearful difficulty, a hedge with a whale- 
lino attached, by which means they warped the vessel 
out of her hiding-place — a far more arduous operation 
than getting in had been But even this did not 
exhaust the wonders of that occasion They had 
hardly got way upon her, beginmng to draw out 
from the land, when the eagle-eye of one of the 
Maones detected the carcass of a whale rolhng among 
the breakers about half a mile to the westward 
Immediately a boat was lowered, a double allowance 
of hne put mto her, and off tliey went to the valuable 
flotsam Dangerous m the highest degree was the task 
of getting near enough to drive harpoons mto the body , 
but it was successfully accomplished, the hne run on 
board, and the prize hauled triumphantly alongside 
This was the whale they had now brought m We 
shrewdly suspected that it must have been one of 
those abandoned by the unfortunate vessels who had 
fled, but etiquette forbade us saymg anythmg about it 
Even had it been, another day would have seen it 
valueless to any one, for it was by no means otto of 
roses to sniff at now, while they had certainly salved 
it at the peril of their lives 

When wo returned on board and repeated the story , 
great was the amazement Such a feat of seamanship 
was almost beyond behef, but we were shut up 
behevmg, smce in no other way could the vessels 
miraculous escape be accounted for The httle, dumpy, 
red-faced figure, rigged like any scarecrow, that now 
stood on his cuttmg-stage, punchmg away vigorous y 
at the fetid mass of blubber beneath him, bore no 
outward visible sign of a hero about him , but m our 
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eyes lie was transfigured — a being to be thought of 
reverently, as one who in all those qualities that go 
to tlie making of a man had pioved himself of the 
seed royal, a king of men, all the more kingly because 
imconscious that his deeds were of so exalted an order 
I am afraid that, to a landsman, my panegyric may 
smack strongly of gush, for no one but a seaman can 
nghtly appraise such doings as these; but I may be 
permitted to say that, when I thmk of men whom I 
feel glad to have lived to know, foremost among them 
rises the queer little figure of Paddy Gilroy. 



CHAPTER XXVII 


roRT rroAsus 

The vrmd still holding sttmdily in the old quarter, our 
'shipper got very restless He recalled his former exploits, 
and, fmng at the thought, decided then and there to have 
a tnp round to Port Pegasus, m the hope that he might 
meet "svith some of his former good luck in the vicinity 
of tliat magnificent hay AVith the greatest alacrity vre 
obeyed his summons, handling the old barky as if she 
'were a small boat, and tlic same mormng, for tho first 
time, ran out of the Straits to tho eastward past Ruapuke 
Island Beautiful vreather prei ailed, making our tnp 
a dobghtful one, tho iionderfnl scenety of that coast 
appealing to even tlic most callous or mdilferent among 
us. W''e hugged the land closely, the skipper bemg 
familiar with all of it in a gcnoml way, so that none of 
its beauties ere lost to us Tlie breeze holding good, 
by mghtfall "wo had reached our destination, nnehormg 
m tho north arm ncai a tumbhng cascade of glittermg 
water that looked like a long feather laid on the dark- 
green slope of the steep lull from which it gushed 
We had not been long at anchor before we had 
visitors — half-breed Maones, who, like the Pmns and 
Canadians, are farmers, fishermen, sailors, and ship- 
wrights, as necessity arises They brought us potatoes 
most welcome of all fnut to tho sailor— cabbages, omens, 
and "mutton birds” Tins latter delicacy is a great 
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staple of their flesh food, but is one of the strangest 
dishes imaginable When it is being cooked m the 
usual ivay, % c by gulling, it smells exactly like a piece 
of roasting mutton, but it tastes, to my mind, like 
nothing else in the world so much as a kippered herrmg 
There is a gastronomical paradox, if you like Only 
the young birds are taken for eating They are found, 
when unfledged, in holes of the rocks, and weigh 
sometimes treble as much as their parents They are 
exceedmgly fat , but this substance is nearly all re- 
moved from their bodies before they axe hung up m the 
smoke-houses They are split open like a haddock, and 
carefully smoked, after bemg steeped in bnne Baskets, 
something like exaggerated strawberry pottles of the 
old conical shape, are prepared, to hold each about a 
dozen birds They are lined with leaves, then packed 
with the birds, the melted fat being run into all the 
interstices until the basket is full The top is then 
neatly tied up with more leaves, and, thus preserved, 
the contents will keep m cool weather an mdefimte 
length of time 

Captain Count was soon recognized by some of his 
old friends, who were dehghted to welcome him agam 
Their faces fell, however, when he told them that 
his stay was to be very brief, and that he only required 
four good-sized fish to fill up Inquiry as to the pre- 
valence of sperm whales m the vicmity elicited the news 
that they were as plentiful as they had ever been — 'if 
anythmg, more so, smce the visits of the whalers had 
become fewer There were a couple of “ bay ” whaling 
stations existmg, but, of course, their success could 
not be expected to be great among the cachalots, who 
® respectful distance from harbours, while 
ney had driven the right whales away almost entirely 
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No one could help hemg struck by the manly bean^, 
splendid physiq.ue, and simple manners of the inhabi- 
tants If ever it falls to the lot of any one, as I hope it 
■will, to establish a sperm whale fishery m these regions, 
there need be no lack of workers while such grand 
specimens of manhood abound there as we saw all, 
moreover, fishermen and whalers from their earliest days. 
We did not go far afield, but hovered within ten 
or fifteen miles of the various entrances, so as not to 
be blown off the land m case of sudden bad weather 
Even with that timid offing, we were only there two 
days, when an enormous school of sperm whales hove in 
sight I dare not say how many I beheve there were, 
and my estimate really might be biassed, but this I 
know, that in no given direction could one look to 
seaward and not see many spouts 

We got among them and had a good time, bemg more 
hampered by the curiosity of the unattached fish than 
by the pugnacity of those under our immediate attention 
So we killed three, and by preconcerted signal warned 
the watchers on the lofty pomts ashore of our success 
As speedily as possible off came four boats from the 
shore stations, and hooked on to two of our fish, while 
we were busy -snth the third The wmd bemg off shore, 
what there was of it, no tune was to be lost, m view of 
the well-kno'wn untrustworthmess of the weather , so we 
started to cut-in at once, while the shore people worked 
like giants to tow the other two m. Considenng the 
weakness of then forces, they made marvellous progress , 
but seemg how tembly exhaustmg the toil was, one could 
not help wishing them one of the smaU London tugs, 
famiharly known as "jackals,” which would have snaked 
those monsters along at three or four knots an hour 
However, aUwentweU, the usual gale did blow. 
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but not till ve bad got the last piece aboard and a 
good " slant” to run in, arriving at our previous moor- 
ings at midnigbt In the mormng the skipper -went 
down m his boat to visit the stations, and see how 
they had fared. Old hand as he was, I think he was 
astonished to see what progress those fellows had made 
with the fish. They did not reach the stations till after 
midnight, but already they had the whales half flenched, 
and, by tbe way they were working, it looked as if 
they would be through with their task as soon as we 
were with ours Their agreement with the skipper was 
to yield us half the oil they made, and, if agreeable to 
them, we would take them moiety at £40 per tun. 
Consequently they had somethmg to work for, even 
though there were twenty of them to share the spoil 
They were a merry party, eminently good tempered, 
and working as though one spirit animated them all 
If there was a leader of the band, he did his office with 
great subtdty, for all seemed equal, nor did any appear 
to need directing what to do Fired by their example, 
we all worked our hardest , but they beat us by half a 
day, mamly, I think, by dint of working nearly aU the 
tune with scarce any mterval for sleep True, they 
were bound to take advantage of low water when their 
huge prize was high and dry — to get at him easily all 
round Tbeir method was of the simplest With gaff- 
hooks to haul back the pieces, and short-handled 
spades for cutting, they worked in pairs, taking off 
square slabs of blubber about a hundredweight each 
As soon as a piece was cut off, the pair tackled on to 
It, draggmg it up to the pots, where the cooks hastily 
shced it for boding, mterspersmg their labours with 
attention to the simmermg cauldrons 

Their efforts realized twenty-four tuns of clear od 
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and spermaceti, of ■wlncli, according to bargain, 'vre took 
twelve, tbe captain buying tbe other twelve for £480, 
as previously arranged This latter portion, however, 
was his private venture, and not on ship’s account, as he 
proposed selling it at the Bluff, when we should call 
there on oui way /imae So that we were still two 
whales short of our quantity. Wliat a little space it 
did seem to fill up > Our patience was sorely tested, 
when, during a whole week following our last haul, we 
were unable to put to sea In vain we tried all the 
old amusements of fishing, ramblmg, bathing, etc , 
they had lost their “bite,” we wanted to get home 
At last the longed-for shift of wind came and set 
us free We had hardly got well clear of the heads 
before we saw a school of cachalots away on the horizon, 
some twelve miles off the land to the southward We 
made all iiossible sail in chase, but found, to our 
dismay, that they were "making a passage,” going at 
such a rate that unless the wind freshened we could 
hardly hope to come up with them Fortunately, we had 
all day before us, having quitted our moormgs soon 
after daylight, and unless some unforeseen occurrence 
prevented us from keeping up our lute of speed, the 
chances were that some tune before dark they would 
ease up and allow us to approach them They were 
heading to the westward, perhaps somewhat to the 
northward withal, to all appearance making for 
the Solander Hour after hour crawled by, while we 
still seemed to preserve our relative distance, until 
we had skirted the southern shore of the island and 
entered the area of our old fishing ground Two vessels 
were cruising thereon, well to the northward, and we 
thought with glee of the excitement that woidd seize 
them did they but gam an inkhng of our chase 
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To our great deljglit, wbat we had hoped, b\it hardly- 
dared expect, came to pass The school, as if with 
one imphlse, hauled up on theu course four points, 
which made them head direct for the western verge 
of the Solandor ground, and — what was more impor- 
tant to us — made our coming up with them a matter of 
a short time Wo made the custom aiy signals with 
the upper sails to our friends to the northward, who 
recognized them immcdiatelj’’, and bore doivn towards 
us Not only had the school shifted their course, 
hut they had slackened speed , so that by four o’clock 
we were able to lower for them at less than a mile 
distance 

It was an ideal whaling day — smooth water, a bnsk 
breeze, a brilbant sun, and plenty of whales I 
was, as became my position, in the rear when we 
went into action, and hardly hoped for an opportumty 
of domg much but dance attendance upon my seniors 
But foitune favoured mo Before I had any idea 
whether the chief was fast or not, all other considera- 
tions were dnven clean out of my head by the un- 
expected appnntion of a colossal head, not a ship’s 
length away, coming straight for us, throwing up a 
swell m front of him hke an ironclad There was 
barely time to sheer to one side, when the giant 
surged past us m a roar of foaming sea, the flymg flakes 
of which went right over us Samuela was " all there,” 
though, and as the great beast passed he plunged 
a harpoon mto him with such force and vigour that 
the very socket entered the blubber It needed all 
the strength I could muster, even with such an aid 
as the mneteen-feet steer-oar, to swing the boat right 
round in his wake, and prevent her bemg capsized by 
his headlong rusli 
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Por, contraiy to the usual practice, he paused 
not an instant, hut rather quickened Ins pace, as 
if spurred Heavens, how he went 1 The mast and 
sail had to come down — and they did, but I hardly 
know how The spray was blinding, coming in sheets 
over the bows, so that I could hardly see how to steer 
in the monster’s wake He lieaded straight for the 
ship, which lay-to almost motionless, fillin g me with 
appiehensiou lest he should in his bbnd flight dash 
that immense mass of sobd matter mto her broad- 
side, and so put an inglonous end to all our hopes 
■\\liat their feelings on board must have been, I can only 
imagme, when tliey saw the undeviatmg rush of the 
gigantic creature straight for them On he went, until 
I held my breath for the crash, when at the last moment, 
and within a few feet of the ship’s side, he dived, pass- 
ing beneath the vessel We let go bne immediately, 
as may be supposed , but although we had been towing 
with qiute fifty fathoms drift, our speed had been so 
great that we came up against the old ship with a crash 
that very neaily finished us He did not run any 
farther just then, but sounded for about two hundred and 
fifty fathoms, rising to the surface in qmte another 
mood Ho more runmng away from him I cannot say 
I felt any of the fieice joy of battle at the prospect 
before me I had a profbimd respect for the fightmg 
quabties of the sperm whale, and, to teU the truth, 
would much rather have run twenty miles behind him 
than have him turn to bay in his present parlous 
humour It was, perhaps, fortunate for me that there 
was a crowd of witnesses, the other ships bemg now 
quite near enough to see all that was gomg on, since 
the fechng that my domgs were full in view of many 
experts and veterans gave me a determination that I 
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vould not disgrace either myself or my ship , besides, 
I felt that this would probably be our last whale this 
voyage, if I did not fail, and that was no small thing to 
look forward to 

All these things, so tedious in the tellmg, flashed 
through my mind, while, with my eyes glued to the huge 
hulk of my antagonist or the hissing vortices above him 
when he settled, I manoeuvred my pretty craft with aU 
the skill I could summon For what seemed a period 
of about twenty minutes we dodged him as he made 
the ugliest rushes at us I had not yet changed ends 
with Samuela, as customary, foi I felt it imperative to 
keep the helm while this game was being played My 
trusty Kanaka, however, had a lance ready, and I knew, 
if he only got the ghost of a chance, no man living 
would or could make better use of it 

The whole affair was growing monotonous as well as 
extremely wearying Perhaps I was a little off my 
guard, at any rate, my heart almost leaped into my 
mouth when just after an ugly rush past us, which 
I thought had earned him to a safe distance, he stopped 
dead, hfted his flukes, and brought them down edgeways 
with a vicious sweep that only just missed the boat’s 
gunwale, and shore off the two oars on that side as if 
they had been carrots This senous disablement would 
certainly have led to disaster but for Samuela, Prompt 
and vigorous, he seized the opportune moment when 
the whale’s side was presented just after the blow, 
sendmg his lance quivermg home all its length into 
the most vital part of the leviathan’s anatomy Tum- 
mg his happy face to me, he shouted exultmgly. 
How s dat fer high ? ” — a bit of slang he had picked 
up, and his use of which never faded to make me smde 
“ High ” It vras mdeed — a master-stroke It must 
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liave pierced the creature’s heart, for he immediately 
began to spout blood in masses, and without another 
wound went into his flurry and died 

Then came the reaction I must have exerted myself 
beyond what I had any idea of, for to Samuela I was 
obliged to delegate the task of fluke-bonng, while I rested 
a little The ship was soon alongside, though, and the 
whale secured There was more yet to be done before 
we could rest, m spite of our fatigue The other boats 
had been so successful that they had got two big fish, 
and what we were to do ^vlth them was a problem not 
easily solvable By dint of great exertion, we managed 
to get another whale alongside, but were fam to come 
to some arrangement with the Ebza, Adams, one of the 
ships that had been unsuccessful, to take over our other 
whale on an agreement to render us one-third of the 
product eithei m Port William or at home, if she should 
not find us in the former place. 

Behold us, then, in the gathenng dusk with a whale 
on either side, every stitch of canvas we could show set 
and drawing, straining eveiy nerve to get into the httle 
port again, with the pleasant thought that we were 
bringing with us all that was needed to complete our well- 
earned cargo Nobody wanted to go below , all hands 
felt that it was rest enough to hang over the rail on 
either side and watch the black masses as they surged 
through the gleaming sea They represented so much 
to us. Very little was said, but all hearts were filled 
with a deep content, a sense of a long season of toil 
fitly crowned with complete success , nor was any de- 
pression felt at the long, long stretch of stormy ocean 
between us and our home port far away in the IJnfle 
States That would doubtless come by-and-by, w en 
Within less than a thousand miles of New Bedford , u 
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at present all sense of distance from home was lost in 
the overmastering thought that soon it would be our 
only husmess to get there as quickly as possible, without 
any avoidable loitering on the road 

We made an amazing disturbance in the darkness of 
the sea with oui double burthen, so much so that one of 
the coastmg steamers changed her course a bit to range 
up by our side in cunosity We were scarcely going 
two and a half knots, in spite of the row we made, and 
there was hardly loom for wonder at the steamboat 
captain’s hail, “Want any assistance?” “Ko, thank 
you,” was promptly returned, although there was little 
doubt that aU bands would have subscribed towards a 
tow mto port, in case tbe tmachei’ons weather should, 
after all, pky us a dirty tnck But it looked as if our 
troubles were ovei No hitch occurred in our steady 
progress, slow though it necessarily was, and as mommg 
hfted the heavy veil from the face of the land, we 
arrived at our pretty httle haven, and quietly came to 
an anchor The Chance was in port wind-bound, lookmg, 
hke ourselves, pretty low in tbe watei No sooner did 
Paddy bear tbe news of our arrival in such fine tnm 
tlian be lowered bis boat and burned on boaixi of us, 
bis face beaming with delight Long and loud were bis 
congintulations, especially when he heard that we should 
now be full Moreover, he offered — nor would he taka 
any denial — to come with the whole of his crew and help 
us finish 

For the next four days and nights, durmg which the 
wind prevented the Chance frnm leaving us, our old ship 
was a scene of wild revelry, that ceased not through 
the twenty-four hours — ^revelry entirely unassisted by 
strong waters, too, the natural ebulhent gaiety of men 
who were free finm anxiety on any account whatever, 
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roioiciug over the glad consummation of more than two 
) ears’ toil, on the one hand ; on the other, n splendid 
sympathy m joy manifested by the satisfied crow under 
the genial command of Captain Gilroy. With their 
cheerful help wo made wonderful progiess , and when at 
last the wind hauled into a favoumble quarter, and they 
M ere compelled to leave us, the back of our work was 
broken, only the tedious task of hoilmg homg left to 
finish 

Never, I am sure, did two ships’ companies pait with 
more hearty good-will than ours the ungainly old 
tub singed slovlyout of the little harbour, hei worn-out 
and generally used-up appearance vould have given a 
Board of Trade Inspector the nightmare , the puatical 
looks of hei crowd wciu enough to frighten a shipload of 
passengers into fits , but to us who had seen then per- 
formances m all V cathei’S, and under all circumstances, 
accidental externals had no weight in biassmg our high 
opinion of them all Good-byo, old ship , farewell, jolly 
captam and sturdy crew , 3 ou will never be forgotten 
any more by us while hfe lasts, and in far other and 
more comentional scenes vo shall regretfully rememhei 
the free-and-easj' time vo shared with you So she 
slijipcd away round the pomt and out of our lives for 
evci 

By dint ot steady haid work we managed to get the 
last of our greasy work done m four days more, then 
faced vith a ^^ll the job of stowing afresh the upper tiers 
of casks. 111 ^^ow of oin long journey home The oil 
bought by the skipper on private venture was loft on 
deck, secured to the lash-rail, foi discharging at the Bluff, 
vhile mn stock ot water-casks were carefully overhauled 
and recoopered prior to being sieved in their places 
below. Of course, we had plenty of room in the hold, 
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since no slnp wonld cany herself full of casks of oil , but 
I doubt whether, if we had borne a “ PlunsoH’s mark,” 
it would not have been totally submerged, so deep did 
we lie Wooding and watenng came next — a different 
affau to oui casual exercises in those directions before 
Provision had to be made now for a possible four or five 
months’ passage, during which we hoped to avoid any 
further calls, so that the accumulation of firewood alone 
was no small matter We cleared the surrounding 
neighbourhood of potatoes at a good piice, those useful 
tubers being all they could supply us with for sea-stock, 
much to their sorrow 

Then came the most unpleasant part of the whole 
busmess — for me It had been a part of the agreement 
made with the Kanakas that they were not to be taken 
home with us, but leturned to their island upon the 
termination of the whahng Now, the time had arrived 
when we u ei-e to part, and I must confess that I felt 
very sorry to leave them They had proved docile, 
useful, and cheerful, while as for my harpooner and 
his mate Polly, no man could have wished for smartei, 
better, or moie faithful helpers than they were Strong 
as their desire was to return to their homes, they too 
felt keenly the partmg with us , for although they had 
unavoidably suffered much horn the inclemency of the 
weather — so different from anything they had evei 
previously experienced — they had been kmdly treated, 
and had moved on precisely the same footmg as the rest 
of the crew They wept hke httle children when the 
time ainved for them to leave us, declaring that if ever 
we came to their island agam they would use all their 
endeavours to compel us to lemam, assuring us that we 
should want for nothmg during the rest of our lives, if 
W6 would but take up our abode with them. The one 
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exception to all this coidiality was Sam His ideas 
were running in qmte other channehs To regam his 
lost status as ruler of the island, \vith all the oppor- 
tumties for mdulging Ins animal propensities which 
such a position ga^e him, was the problem he had set 
himself, and to the reahzation of these •wishes he had 
detcrminedl}’’ bent all his efforts 

Thus he firmly declined the offer of a passage hack 
in the Shza Adams, a\ hich our captain secured for all 
the Kanakas , preferring to be landed at the Bluff, -with 
the goodly sum of money to which he was entitled, 
saying that he had important business to transact m 
Sydney before he retm-ned This busmess, he privately 
informed me, was the piocurmg of arms and ammunition 
wherewith to make war upon his rival Of course we 
could not prevent him, although it did seem an abomi- 
nable thmg to let loose the spirit of slaughter among 
those light-hearted natives just to satisfy the ambition 
of an unscrupulous negro But, as I have before 
noticed, from information received many years aftei I 
learned that he had been successful m his efforts, though 
at what cost to life I do not know 

So our dusky friends left us, mth a good word from 
every one, and went on board the Eliza Adams, whose 
captam promised to land them at Futuna within six. 
months How he earned out his promise, I do not 
know , but, for the poor fellows’ sakes, I trust he kept 
his word. 


N 



CHAPTER XXVIII 
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And now the cruise of tlio good old whaling barq^ue 
Cadiahty as far as whaling is concerned, comes to an 
end For all practical purposes she becomes a hum- 
drum merchantman in haste to reach her final port 
of dischaige, and get nd of her cargo Xo more will 
she loiter and pry around anything and everything, from 
an island to a balk of dnft-wood, that comes in her way, 
knowing not the meaning of “ waste of time ” The 
“ crow’s-nests ” are dismantled, taut topgallant-masts 
sent up, and royal yards crossed As soon as we get to 
sea we shall tum-to and heave that ancient fabnc of 
bncks and mortar — always a queor-lodking erection to 
be cumbering a ship’s deck — piecemeal over the side 
It has long been shaky and weather-beaten , it will soon 
obstruct our movements no more Our rigging has all 
been set up and tarred down , w'e have painted hull and 
spars, and scraped wherever the wood-woik is kept 
bnght All gear belonging to whaling has been taken 
out of the boats, carefully cleaned, oiled, and stowed 
away for a "full due” Two of the boats have been 
taken inboard, and stowed bottom-up upon the gallows 
aft, as any othei merchantman carries them At last, our 
multifanous preparations completed, we nde ready for sea. 

It vras qmte in accordance with the fitness of things 
that, when aU things were now ready for our departure^ 
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t,lierc should come n change of wind that threatened to 
hold ns prisoners for some days longer But our “ old 
man ” was Iiard to beat, and he reckoned that, if we 
could only get out of the “ pond,” he would work her 
across to the Bluff somehow or other So we ran out a 
kedgo with a couple of hues to it, and warped her out of 
the weathei side of the harbour, finding, when at last 
we got her clear, that slio would lay her course across 
the Strmts to clear Buapuke — neaily, but the current 
liad to he reckoned with. Before we reached that 
obstructing island wo were down at the eastern end of 
it, and obliged to anchor promptly to save ourselves 
from being swept down the coast many miles to leeward 
of our port. 

But the skipper was qmte equal to the occasion 
Ordering his boat, he sped away into Bluff harbour, 
only a matter of six or seven miles, rotummg soon with 
a tug, who for a pound 01 two placed us, without 
further trouble, alongside the wharf, amongst some 
magnificent clipper ships of Messrs Henderson’s and 
the Hew Zealand Shippmg Co 's, who seemed to turn up 
their splendid noses at the squat, dumpy, antiquated 
old serving-mallct that dared to mmgle with so august 
a crov d There had been a time, not so very far back, 
when I should have shared their apparent contempt for 
our homely old tub, but my voyage had taught me, 
among other thmgs, that, as far as true comfort went at 
sea, not a “ three-skysail-yarder ” among them could 
compare %vith the Caclialot And I was extremely glad 
that my passage round the Horn was to be in my 
oivn ship, and not in a long, snalcy tank that, m the 
language of the sailor, takes a header when she gets 
outside the harbour, and only comes up two or three 
times to blow before she gets home. 
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Oui only leason. for visitmg this place heing to dis 
charge Captain Count’s oil, and procure a sea-stock of 
salt provisions and hard bread, these duties ivere taken 
in hand at once The skipper sold his venture of oil to 
good advantage, being so pleased uith his success that 
he gave us aU a good feed on the strength of it 

As soon as the stores were embarked and everything 
ready for sea, leave was given to all hands for twenty- 
four hours, upon the distmct nnderstandmg that the 
privilege was not to be abused, to the detriment of 
everybody, who, as might be supposed, were anxious 
to start for home In order that there might be less 
temptation to go on the spree generally, a grand picnic 
was organized to a beautiful valley some distance from 
the town Carnages were chartered, an enormous 
quantity of eatables and drinkables provided, and away 
we went, a regular wayzgoose or bean-feast party It 
was such a huge success, that I have ever since won- 
dered why such outings cannot become usual among 
sailors on hberty abroad, instead of the senseless, vicious 
waste of health, tune, and hard-earned wages which is 
general But I must not let myself loose upon this 
theme again, or we shall never get to sea. 

Liberty over without any trouble arising, and all 
hands comfortably on board agam, the news ran round 
that we were to sail m the morning So, after a good 
night's rest, we cast loose from the wharf, and, with a 
httle assistance from the same useful tug that brought 
us in, got fairly out to sea All sail was set to a strong, 
steady north-wester, and with yards canted the least 
bit in the world on the port tack, so that every stitch 
was drawing, we began our long easterly stretch to the 
Horn, homeward bound at last 

favoured by wind and weather, we made an average 
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run of one hundred and eighty miles per day for many 
days, paying no attention to “great circle sailnig,” since 
m such a slow ship the net gam to be secured by gomg 
to a high latitude was very small, but dodgmg comfort- 
ably along on about the parallel of 48° S , until it became 
necessary to draw down towards " Cape Stuff,” as that 
dreaded extremity of South America, Cape Horn, is 
familiarly called by seamen As we did so, icebei’gs 
became numerous, at one time over seventy bemg m 
sight at once Some of them were of immense size — one, 
mdeed, that could hardly be fitly described as an icebeig, 
but more properly an ice-field, with many bergs nsmg 
out of it, bemg over sixty miles long, while some of its 
towenng peaks were estimated at from five hundred to 
one thousand feet high Happily, the weather kept clear, 
for icebergs and fog make a combmation truly app allin g 
to the sailor, especially if there be much innd blowmg 
Heedless, perhaps, to say, our look-out was of the 
best, for all hands had a double mterest m the safety of 
the ship Perhaps it may be thought that any man 
would have so much regard for the safety of his life that 
he would not think of sleepmg on his look-out, but I can 
assure my readers that, strange as it may seem, such is 
not the case I have known men who could never be 
trusted not to go to sleep, no matter how great the 
danger This is so well recognized m merchant ships 
that nearly every ofl&cer acts as if there was no look-out 
at all forward, m case his supposed watchman should 
be havmg a surreptitious doze 

Stronger and stronger blew the brave west wmd , 
dirtier, gloomier, and colder grew the weather, until, 
reduced to two topsails and a reefed foresail, we were 
scuddmg dead before the gale for all we were worth 
This was a novel experience for us m the Gaclwloi, and 



370 


THE CRUISE OF THE ^'CACHALOT" 


I was cuxious to sec how she would behave To my 
mind, the supreme test of a ship’s sea-kindlmess is the 
length of time she will scud before a gale ivithout 
“ poopmg ” a sea or taking such heavy water on board 
over her sides as to do serious damage Some ships 
are very dangerous to run at aU Endeavouring to 
make the best use of the gale which is blowing in the 
right direction, the captain “ hangs on ” to all the sail 
he can cairy, rmtil she ships a mighty mass of water 
over all, so that the decks are filled with wreckage, or, 
worse still, "poops” a sea The lattei experience is a 
temble one, even to a tramed seaman You are running 
before the wind and waves, sometimes deep in the 
valley between two hqmd moimtaius, sometimes high 
on the rolling iidge of one You watch anxiously the 
speed of the sea, trying to decide whether it or you are 
gomg the faster, when suddenly there seems to be a 
hush, almost a lull, in the uproar You look astern, 
and see a wall of water nsmg majestically higher and 
higher, at the same time drawing nearer and nearer 
Instmctively you clutch at somethmg firm, and hold 
your breath Then that mighty green barrier leans 
forward,, the ship’s stem seems to settle at the same 
time, and, with a thundering noise as of an avalanche 
descending, it overwhelms you Of course the ship’s 
way IS deadened , she seems like a hiung thing over- 
burdened, yet stmgghng to be free , and well it is for 
all hands if the helmsman be able to keep his post and 
his wits about him For if he be hurt, or have fled 
from the terrible wave, it is an even chance that she 
' broaches to , ” that is to say, swings round broadside 
on to the next great wave that follows relentlessly its 
predecessor Then, helpless and Milnemble, she wiU 
^ most probably be smashed up and founder Many a 
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good slup has gone with all hands to the bottom just 
as simply as that 

In order to avoid such a catastrophe, the proper 
piocedure is to ‘"heave-to” before the sea has attained 
so dangerous a height , but even a landsman can under- 
stand how reluctant a shipmaster may be to lie like 
a log just diiftmg, while a more seaworthy ship is 
flying along at the rate of, perhaps, three hundred 
miles a day in the desired direction Ships of the 
Gachcdot's bluff build are peculiarly hable to delays of 
this kind fiom their slowness, which, if alhed to want 
of buoyancy, makes it necessary to heave-to in good 
time, if safety is at all cared for 

To my great astonishment and delight, however, 
our grand old vessel nobly sustained her character, 
running on without shipping any heavy water, although 
sometimes hedged in on either side by gigantic waves 
that seemed to tower as high as her lowermast heads 
Again and again we were caught up and passed by the 
splendid homeward-bound colonial packets, some of 
them carrying an appallmg press of canvas, under 
which the long, snaky hulls, often overwhelmed by 
the foaming seas, were hardly visible, so insignificant 
did they appear by comparison with the snowy 
mountain of swelling sail above 

So we fared eastward and ever southwaid, until m 
due tune up lose the gloomy, storm-scan ed crags of 
the Diego Eamirez rocks, gnm outposts of the New 
World. To us, though, they boie no temfic aspect, 
for were they not the turmng-pomt from which we 
could steer noi th, our head pomted for home ^ Imme- 
diately upon rounding them we hauled up four points, 
and, with daily improving weather, climbed the southern 
slopes towards the line 
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Very humdmni and qniet the life appeared to all 
of ne, and had it not been for the saving routine of 
work by day, and watch by night, kept up wath all our 
old discipline, the tedium would have been insupport- 
able after the incessant excitement of expectation to 
which we had so long been accustomed Stdl, our 
passage was by no means a bad one for a slow ship, 
bemg favoured by more than ordinarily steadfast winds 
unfed we reached the zone of the south-east trades 
again, where the usual mild, settled wmd and lovely 
weather awaited us On and on, imhastmg but un- 
restmg, we stolidly jogged, by great good fortune 
shpping across the ‘'doldrums” — that hateful belt of 
calms about the Ime so much detested by all sailor-men 
— ^without losmg the south-east wind 

Not one day of calm delayed us, the north-east 
trades meefemg us like a friend sent to extend a 
welcoming hand and lend us his assistance on our 
homeward way They hung so fax to the eastward, 
too — sometimes actually at east-by-north — that we 
were able to steer north on the starboard tack — a 
shoe of luck not usually met with This “slant” 
put aU hands in the best of humours, and already 
the date of our arrival was settled by the more san- 
guine ones, as well as excellent plans made for spending 
the long voyage’s earrungs 

For my part, having been, m spite of my youth, 
accustomed to so many cruel disappointments and slips 
between the cup and lip, I was afraid to dwell too 
hopefully upon the pleasures (?) of getting ashore And 
after the mcident which I have now to record occurred, 
I felt mote nervous distrust than I had ever felt before 
fit sea smce first I began to experience the many 
vicissitudes of a sailor’s life 
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We had reached the northern verge of the tropics 
in a very short time, owing to the favourable cant m 
the usual direction of the north-east trades before 
noted, and had been met with north-westerly winds 
and thick, dirty weather, which was somewhat unusual 
in so low a latitude Our look-outs redoubled their 
vigjlance, onfe bemg posted on each bow always at 
night, and relieved every hour, as we were so well 
manned We were now on the port tack, of course, 
heading about north-east-by-north, and nght in the 
track of outward-bound vessels from both the Umted 
Kingdom and the States One morning, about three 
am — that fateful time m the middle watch when 
more collisions occur than at any other — suddenly out 
of the darkness a huge ship seemed to leap nght at us 
She must have come up m a sq[uall, of which there 
were many about, at the rate of some twelve knots an 
hour, having a fair wind, and every rag of sad. set 
Not a gleam of light was visible anywhere on board of 
her, and, to judge from aU appearances, the only man 
awake on board was the helmsman 

We, being “ on the wmd, close-hauled,” were bound 
by the “rule of the road at sea” to keep our course 
when meeting a ship running free The penalty for 
doing anything undei such circumstances is a severe 
one Eirst of all, you do not hnoiv that the other slnp’s 
crew are asleep or neghgent, even though they carry no 
lights , for, by a truly infernal parsimony, many vessels 
actually do not carry oil enough to keep their lamps 
burning all the voyage, and must therefore economize m 
this unspeakably dangerous fashion And it may be that 
just as you alter your course, danng no longer to hold 
on, and, as you have every reason to believe, be run 
down, the other man alters his Then a few breathless 
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moments ensue, an a'wful crash, and the two vessels 
tear each other to pieces, spilhng the life that they 
contain over the hungry sea. Even if you escape, 
are to blame for not keeping your course, unless it can 
he proved that you were not seen by the running ship 
'Well, we kept our course until, I verily heheve, 
another plunge would have cut us sheer in two halves 
At the last moment our helm was put hard down, 
bnngmg our vessel right up into the wind at the same 
moment as the helmsman on board the other vessel 
caught sight of us, and instinctively put his helm down 
too The two vessels swung side by side amidst a 
thunderous roar of flappmg canvas, crackling of fallen 
spars, and rending of wood as the shrouds tore away 
the bulwarks All our davits were upped from the 
starboard side, and most of our bulwarks too , but, 
strangely enough, we lost no spars nor any important 
gear There seemed to be a good deal of damage done 
on board the stranger, where, in addition, aU hands 
were at their wits’ end Well they might be, aroused 
from so cnnunal a sleep as theirs Eortunately, the 
third mate had a powerful bull’s-eye lantern, which in 
his watch on deck he always kept hghted. Turning it 
on the stem of the dehnquent vessel as she slowly 
forged clear of us, we easdy read her name, which, for 
shame’s sake as well as for prudential reasons, I with- 
hold, She was a London slup, and a pretty fine time 
of it I had for the nest day or two, listening to the 
jeers and sarcasms on the qnahty of British seamanship 
Bepairmg damages kept ns busy for a few days; 
but whatever of thankfulness we were capable of 
feehng was aioused by this hairbreadth escape from 
death through the wicked neglect of the most elemen- 
tary duty of any man caUmg himself a seaman 
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Then a penod of legnlar ’Western-ocean -n-eather set 
in It -was early spring in the third year since our 
departure fioni this part of the world, and the north- 
easter blew Mith bitter se%erity, making even the 
seasoned old captam wince ngam , but, as he jomlly 
said, it smelt homey, n’ he wnrn’t a-gom’ tei growl at 
theL" Heitbcr were any of us, although v e could have 
done Avith less of a sharp edge to it all the same 

Steadily wc battled northvard, until at last, with 
full heai ts, we made Cape Havesmk (" Ole ISTeversunk ”), 
aud on the ne\t day look a tug aud towed mto Hew 
Bcdfoid with eveiy flag we could scare up flymg, the 
centre of admiration— a full whale-slnp safe back from 
her long, long flshmg i-ound the world 

hly pleasant talk is done I wish from my heart 
it were batter pei formed , but, havmg done my best, I 
must perforce be content If m some small measure 
I have been able to make you, my fnendly reader, 
acquamted inth a httlc-known or appreciated side of 
life, and in any wise made that kfe a real matter to 
you, giving }'0u a fresh interest in the toilers of the 
sea, my work has not been wholly in vam And with 
that fond hope I give you the sailoi’s valedictory — 


so LONGl 
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